
Thursday, May 10, 2018

Dear Friends in Christ,
In my New Testament history class, at seminary, we have been walking the history of the
church from the time of Jesus to today. We have listened to various theologians and
philosophers through the centuries argue over various doctrinal and theological
issues. But, one thing that was clear in spite of all the arguments that we studied was
that there was, for the most part, universal agreement that God’s word is God revelation
both of who God is and how we are to live. Psalm 119:9-10 says, “How can young person
stay on the path of purity? By living according to your word. I seek you with all my heart;
do not let me stray from your commands.” God’s word is timeless and always
applicable. As you read and reflect on what you read pray and ask the Holy Spirit to open
your heart and eyes to how God wants you to live. 

Blessings, Pastor Keith

On Sunday, April 29 St. Paul's celebrated the confirmation 8 youth. We also celebrated 2
baptisms.

Adults

St. Paul's Best Kept Secret!



The St. Paul’s Library is located on the east end of the welcoming space across from the
sanctuary. After a long closure during the renovations, the library is open. The library has
about 9,000 books and references for adults, juniors and children. The adult collection
includes fiction/non-fiction, biographies, and religious resources. We have a wide variety
of age-appropriate selections for youth and children.

The library is open on Sunday and Wednesday mornings; however, you can access the
library for ‘self-checkout’ anytime the main office is open; just stop by the office and pick
up the key. 
 
Checking out books is easy! If you are new to the library, please complete a blue patron
card found on the top of the desk. Then find the check out card in the back of the books
you have selected, put the date and your name on the cards and leave the cards on the
desk in the little wire basket. When you return books, please leave the books on the top
of the desk. Simple! See you in the library! 

Serendipity Class Invites You
to Join in Studying Acts
The Acts of the Apostles has been described as “one of the most exciting and
challenging books” in the New Testament. It contains the “evocative” story of the
church’s beginnings. 

Beginning this Sunday, May 13, and continuing through much of the summer, the
Serendipity Sunday school class will read through Acts and discuss its relevance for our
church today. We invite you to join us – either regularly or when your schedule permits.
Rev. Jerry Oakland is the primary teacher of the class which meets at 10:30 each Sunday
morning in room 119.

What Are We
Fighting For?
By Bishop Thomas J Bickerton

We found this book to be powerful and eye opening. We felt
challenged to view the church in a totally different way. It
explored concepts of what is important in the life of a church
through the Moravian Motto (adopted by the church in 1996).
Bickerton encourages the greater church to utilize this motto
to make future essential decisions. 

The Moravian Motto states, “In essentials, unity; in non-
essentials, liberty; in all things, love.” Bickerton suggested
four essentials: grace, relationships, joy, and hope.
However, he believes that each church should develop their
own list of essentials. To determine the essentials of your



church, fill in the blank: “If ____________ went away, could
you still have a church?” All else is non-essential and
church/individuals should have liberty to use their own taste,
culture, and traditions to make decisions. 

Bickerton closes emphasizing “In all things, LOVE! When love
is a part of ‘all things,’ it is a non-negotiable aspect of every
conversation, debate, and discernment process.” Following
Jesus means that, “Love is ultimately what matters most”.

View Parlor Cabinets
See Andrew Yarne’s collection in the parlor cabinets. If you want to share your collection,
contact Genny Yarne, 377-4212.

African Nationals

Request for the African Nationals
First of all the African National Board wants to thank you for the wonderful generous
donations you have given to our African National brothers and sisters. We are in need of
several items: dressers; couch; television stands; vacuum cleaner. Contact Jackie Kool at
319-350-4098.

African Nationals Evangelical Conference,
June 22-24
Everyone is welcome and invited from all
churches who believe in Jesus Christ as their
savior. Please bring family and friends.

Friday, June 22 - 1:30-7:30 pm
Saturday, June 23 - 10:00 am-7:30 pm
Sunday, June 24 - 11:00 am-5:00 pm
at St. Paul's United Methodist Church (1340 3rd
Avenue SE, Cedar Rapids).
Questions please contact Pastor Daniel Niyonzima at 319-202-0211 or Church Office
319-363-2058 ext. 228 or email dniyonzima@stpaulsumc.org.

Arts Ministry & Music
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"Cantata 11" Performance
at 9:00 am Worship May 13
The Sanctuary Choir, soloists and orchestra will bless us with Cantata 11 by Johann
Sebastian Bach during 9:00 am worship next Sunday, May 13. This will happen in addition
to congregational song, scripture and a sermon. All will be focused on the Ascension to
heaven of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. This is another important time to invite
others to come and to share our Christian hospitality. 

Creative Expression
Sunday School Class (Drop-In) Begins May 13

The Arts Ministry Team presents a new drop in Sunday school
class. Each week, we will start with a scripture prompt, and
have the opportunity to create artwork using media of your
choosing. Materials are provided, or feel free to bring your
own project. This will be a time for free creative expression,
meditation, and conversation. Begins May 13th in the Art

Space (Upper Room). If you are interested in taking a turn facilitating, contact Stephanie
Heifner (stephanie.heifner@gmail.com).

Check Out Art Exhibit in the
Upper Room on Mother's Day

This Mother’s Day, take a walk upstairs to the
Upper Room and be blessed with the artwork of
Joanne Havran. Joanne was a member here and
her family has gifted us with some of her
artwork. They would like to offer it for us to sell
after the exhibit concludes, with funds going to
future art installation hardware in our renovated

spaces outside the sanctuary. Purchase by making a bid and leaving your form in the box
in the Upper Room. This memorial exhibit and purchasing ends on May 27th.

View Artwork

Care, Serve, & Outreach

Partners for Sacred Places Coming to St. Paul's
May 21

The Partners for Sacred Places are coming to St. Paul’s
and you’re invited! Who are the Partners and what’s all

mailto:stephanie.heifner@gmail.com
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this talk about “the National Fund for Sacred Places”?
Come find out on Monday, May 21 from 7:00-8:30 pm.

In 2017, St. Paul’s was selected as one of 17 historic
churches nationwide to participate in a national grant

program (the National Fund for Sacred Places) that supports capital building projects at
historic houses of worship. The National Fund is a program of Partners for Sacred Places
in collaboration with the National Trust for Historic Preservation.

The Congregational Orientation that will be presented by Partners for Sacred Places staff
on May 21 will help us better understand what this awesome opportunity means for St.
Paul’s. We’ll learn about the opportunities, expectations, and resources of the National
Fund and about community-wide fundraising strategies and possible partnerships that
can help us sustain our building and our ministries into the future. Mark your calendar for
this exciting event.

Join Us At "Relay For Live," June 8
The St. Paul’s team for “Relay for Life” will be walking the
Kingston Stadium track from 7:00-11:00 pm on June 8.
Please plan to join us and walk awhile for someone
special in your life w has been touched by cancer. You can
also purchase a luminary that evening to honor someone
currently fighting cancer or in memory of someone you’ve
lost. The luminaries are placed around the inside of the
track and lit at 9:00 pm. Your monetary donations are
always welcomed! If you prefer donating by credit card

online, you can go to http://www.relayforlife.org/linncountyia and contribute to our St.
Paul’s team or to an individual walker. If you donate to our team online, type in “St.
Paul’s United Methodist.” We are also accepting checks made out to the American
Cancer Society. If you have any questions, please call Jan Russell (363-9733).

Thanks In Part to Our Apportionment Gifts...
...Wesley United Methodist Church in Vinton is supporting about a dozen high school
graduates with special needs this year. As participants in the Community Partnership for
Protecting Children initiative for Benton and Iowa Counties, they are helping students
who are aging out of foster care or living on their own. The Graduation Celebration,
recently featured on KCRG-TV9, is hosting parties for these youth to enjoy their school
achievements in ways that are not readily available to them. Leaders at Wesley UMC
have been working on their vision to be “A Church for All God’s Children” this year. They
are developing more intentional ways to reach out to children, youth, and their families.
The Graduation Celebration is just one example of their ongoing commitment to this
vision.

Read more: https://iaumc.wordpress.com/2018/04/

http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/RFLCY18NOR?pg=entry&fr_id=87637
https://www.wesleyumc-vinton.org/
http://www.kcrg.com/content/news/SYC-Spotlight--Volunteers-help-get-foster-care-kids-off-to-a-good-start-after-graduation-480179803.html
https://iaumc.wordpress.com/2018/04/


Take Ten! Reading Mentors Needed for Summer
St. Paul’s is sponsoring the Take Ten! summer reading program at Johnson STEAM
Academy. This program involves distributing books to about 25 students at a book fair
and following up with the reading progress of the students during the summer. Mentors
from St. Paul’s are needed for this program.

Responsibilities include writing 1-2 post cards to the mentees during the summer and
meeting your mentees on the afternoon of Friday, May 4 at the Book Fair. Any face-to-
face meetings during the summer will be optional and up to the mentors. They can take
place at Jane Boyd Community Center or Johnson STEAM Academy depending on the
day/schedule. We may also look at organizing something at St. Paul’s. Training will be
provided on May 4 by the Johnson reading specialists.

If you are interested in being a mentor this summer, please contact Jim Milden at 319-
249-3554 or email: jamesmilden@mediacombb.net. 

Children & Youth

Graduate Pictures Requested
Graduates of high school and college, leave your graduation picture at the church office
to be placed in the parlor cabinet during May. Include your name, school, and phone
number with your framed or unframed picture. Questions? Call Genny Yarne, 377-4212.

Movie May-hem
Join us for Movie May-hem! on Saturday, May 19 from
6:30-8:30 pm. Come and eat grilled hot dogs and burgers
courtesy of our youth leaders and enjoy a movie and
popcorn with friends in the youth room. For questions and
invites for friends contact Pastor Keith
(kpitts@stpaulsumc.org), Drew Jensen, or Nathan Morton.

UMW

Reminder to UMW Members
Reminder to UMW members Have you participated in one of the 2018 Reading Program
Plans? If so, please submit the following information before June 1, 2018.

1. Your name
2. Which of the four plans you chose.
3. Titles of each completed book along with the category.
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4. Send your information by email, regular mail, or take it to the church office and put
it in the UMW basket.

Thank You, Kay Cline, Secretary of Program Resources

Taste of St. Paul's Thank You

Thank you to all who made “Taste of St. Paul’s” successful. 

It was a fun, festive event with lots of food. The tables were beautiful once more and
those who attended (many from the community) were impressed with the amount of
food, crafts, baked goods, and Fair Trade items. Many thanks to all who provided salads,
desserts, baked goods as well as making crafts and cards, arranging centerpieces and
our men dishwashers. Thank you also for those who took leadership of the many areas to
make this event happen. We served 160 and made $2,630. Plus $1,000 for Fair
Trade. Thank you again. 

Becky Holstrom 

Prayers
Celebration of Birth:
Joella Uwase Manirampa (David Manirampa and Giselle Niyindaje)

Continued healing and grace:
Kenny Darringer
John McGee (Sandy)
Carrie Cummins (Jamie Cummins
Daughter)
Pauline Belding
Winifred Tvrdik
Richard Harken (Marilyn)
Linda Hadley
Bill Brousard
Bill Galli (Kay)
Students at the University of
Dubuque Seminary
Carol Curry (Holli Schneekloth’s

Angela Shultz
Rhonda Victoria
Carrie Cummins (Jamie’s daughter
and Steve and Kathy Davis’
granddaughter)
Edie Nekola
Jim & Rose Milden
Raine Allen (Dixie & Roger Allen’s
granddaughter)
Mariana Joseph (Faida
Nshimirimana’s daughter)
Charman Banks (John)
Patricia Oostenryk (Lori
Montgomery’s mother)



mother)
Gene Mahany
Marguerita Nyandwi
Macumi Elias
Atlas Cokman (Heidi & Rob Hanson’s
grandson)
Justin Ilg (Sherrie & Larry Ilg’s son)
Clyde Satterly
Rena Brodt (Dale)
Tim White (Michelle LeCompte)
Dianne Berrett (Bob)
Audrey Swalley
Quinn Anton Jensen (Nancy & Brice
AntonJensen’s son)
Kathryn Lindsay (Gary Lindsay’s
mother)
Wayne Dvorak
Neoma Starnes (Duane)
Dick Hansen (Laverna)
Katherine Martensen
Clyde Cammack; Rhemi Studt
(Ashley & Matthew Studt)

James Wahe
Nora Mae Vance
Steve Dix (Dixie Allen’s brother)
Louise Single (Fred)
Pauline Belding
Myrna Cooney
Sandy Pingel (Gloria Ford’s daughter)
Wilma Shadle
Robert Moore (Lee Moore’s father)
Jody Sloan
Marti & Spence Grayson (Dave
Mahlke’s sister and brother-in-law)
Mina Arbore (John)
John McQuilkin (Jean Kwader’s
father)
Ryan Vick
Pam Anslyn
Kris Yahn (Steve)
Matthew Hudson (Fran Nathanson)

Memorial prayers for the family and
friends of:

Mary Etta Pearson (Jean)
Susan Meek (Don)
Larry Krusie (Laura Williams' father,
Shelby Williams' grandfather)
Debra Reams

View Worship Times

Worship is for the whole family. While childcare is available in our nursery for all
Sunday morning services, we welcome children of all ages at all worship services.

stpaulsumc.org
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