
Thursday, November 15, 2018

Dear Friends in Christ,
Let’s hold on to othe confession of our hope without wavering, because the one who
made the promises is reliable. And let us consider each other carefully for the purpose of
sparking love and good deeds. Don’t stop meeting together with other believers...
Hebrews 10.23-25b

Sin is not a terribly popular topic for us.

But, as Pastor Sherrie brought to our attention Sunday, we do not look at sin as its
conquered foes. No, we have good news of freedom from sins grip and power. God’s
grace sets us free so we can continue to grow in faith and love.

The writer of Hebrews calls us to continue to grow in God’s grace and freedom by
gathering together to uplift and encourage one another to good deeds. Join us this
Sunday as we uplift and encourage one another to dive deeper into this freedom we have
in Christ.

-Pastor Jonathan

Adults



St. Paul's Early Learning Center children are learning about thankfulness. The children
created a "thankful turkey" for St. Paul's Staff. The turkey's feathers are made from their
hand prints. What a blessing!

Challenge Gift Spurs Generous Giving
Sue and Gary Speicher reported their fund raising efforts for the St. Paul's Music Fund
and the St. Paul's Youth Fund held at the Greater Cedar Rapids Community Foundation
were successful! The Speichers offered a dollar for dollar match up to $10,000 for this
year's challenge gift to increase the value of both funds. "We are excited to report our
friends at St. Paul's contributed $6,730 to the Music Fund and $2,500 to the Youth Fund!"
Gary reported. "We received some wonderful gifts on the very last day of the Challenge,
October 31," he added.

The Speichers have now matched the $9,230 total gifts for 2018. Contributions to the
funds held at the Community Foundation are eligible for a federal income tax deduction
and also a 25% Endow Iowa Income Tax Credit. "The tax credits for 2018 were used up
early in the year but all donors will be first in line when the 2019 Endow Iowa Tax Credits
are made available," Gary explained.

Next spring, the Funds will distribute 4 1/2% of each Fund's assets back to St. Paul's
Church to continue growing both the Youth and Music ministry programs. "The Music
Fund was established in the name of my parents, Pearl and Rodney Speicher, to honor
their love of music and support of St. Paul's. Mom died in 1988 and Dad died in April,
2017," Gary continued.

"Sue and I are grateful for the continued generosity of our St. Paul's friends who have
encouraged us to establish and work in building these two living legacies for our
Church," he concluded.

On behalf of St. Paul’s UMC, Pastor Sherrie says, “Thanks, Gary and Sue, for your
generosity and leadership, encouraging and supporting these ministries. These resources
allow ideas to become realities, forming us in Christ. We appreciate these gifts!”



Incident Report
1. What Happened: We wanted to make you aware that on November 4, we had a

person enter into the church building through an unlocked window at ground level
in the office area of the Youth Room. He was discovered by 2 of our church
members when they arrived last Sunday morning. They asked him to leave and he
did without event. Later, as we reviewed security video tape, we discovered that
this person had been in the building on Saturday, Nov. 3, as well as Sunday and
that at some point, had stolen a laptop computer from the Youth Room office.

2. Our Response: We have been working with the CRPD. They have been very
helpful. We have placed wooden boards in each of the lower level windows for
additional security. We are sharing this with you today, so that you are informed.

3. Your Response: Pray for this person who has entered without permission and who
has stolen. If, in the unlikely event that you should ever find yourself surprised in a
space with someone who shouldn't be there, please respond with safety in mind.
In this case, the 2 people engaged in a calm conversation that was helpful. You
might also simply leave the space and immediately notify the CRPD as well as our
Maintenance/Security staff, one of the Pastors, Trustees or Ushers. Cell phones
are a very helpful way to communicate a need for assistance.

Your Trustees and Staff are always seeking everyone's safety and well-being as we
engage in ministry. If you would like to visit with any of the staff or Trustees, please
contact us anytime.

Grace and peace.
Pastor Sherrie

Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Service
Just a quick reminder that our Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Service will be on Monday,
November 19 at 7:00 pm at First Lutheran Church (1000 3rd Ave SE). The keynote speaker
will be Lori Erickson on "The Transformative Power of Pilgrimage."

Rev. Dr. Ritva H. Williams
St. Stephen's Lutheran Church

View Flyer for More Information

Blood Pressure Clinics - Nov. 18
7:45-8:15 am - Outside the Chapel
8:15-9:00 am - In the Library
11:30-1:00 am - Outside the Sanctuary

Hanging of the Greens,

http://files.constantcontact.com/f24765ad401/a3d6bccd-c2f1-4491-a15d-c011f1e2ef2c.pdf


Nov. 18
Hanging of the Greens, Nov. 18 at 5:00 pm.
If interested people can contact Stephan
Frischkorn via text at 319-693-9798 or
email at 55farmall200@gmail.com. There
will be soup served for volunteers.

Family Promise
St. Paul's will be hosting our next Family Promise
family December 9-16. We need lots of folks to
provide an evening meal , spend a couple of hours in
the evening with the family, or be an overnight host at

St. Paul's. Stop by the Connection Center beginning Sunday, November 18,to find out
how you can help provide hospitality for a homeless family.

Reading Buddies Needed
at Johnson STEAM Academy
Kathy Gilbert, the reading coordinator at Johnson STEAM Academy, has asked St. Paul’s
for volunteers to be “reading buddies” for elementary students in need of additional
tutoring. This activity involves either reading to designated students or having the
students read to you. You may bring age-appropriate books, or the school will provide
them. You may sign up for times and days as indicated below:

Please call the church office (363-2058) to register. 

Church Building &
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Office Closed,
Nov. 22 & 23
Church Building & Office Closed, Nov. 22
& 23 due to the Thanksgiving holiday.
Have a safe and blessed holiday.

Christ the King
Celebration Sunday,
Nov. 25
Join us for worship at 9:00 am or 12:30 pm
for an extra blessing of music from many
of our traditional, African, and combined
choirs! Christ the King is set aside as a
celebration of the coming reign of Jesus
Christ and the completion of creation!

Poinsettias Order Due
by Nov. 30
Honor the memory of loved ones for $10.
Please call the church office at 363-2058
or by placing your check and order form in
the collection plate on Sunday. Poinsettias
will not be delivered and may be taken
after the 10:30 pm Sunday service Dec. 24,
2018. Please return form and payment to
church office. Deadline for orders is Nov.
30. Poinsettia Order Forms available at
Connection Centers and Church Office.

Advent Begins Dec. 2
Our new Christian year begins with a time of waiting and preparation for the Christ Child.
Join us as we reflect on the theme of light this Advent season. 

Longest Night Service,
Dec. 21
When the season is difficult, when you



don’t feel like shouting Merry Christmas,
when a more reflective time of gathering
with others would be a blessing, come on
Friday, Dec. 21, at 6:30 pm. Come alone,
Come with family or a friend, Come and
simply be. Linger with a cup of cider, if you
chose. Linger with hope in Christ.

Sent Advent Study
As we approach the Advent season, the Adult Spiritual
Formation committee is excited to provide St. Paul’s with an
opportunity to grow in our connectedness and love of Jesus. To
complement each of our individual Advent journeys, we invite
all members, friends and guests to be part of a small group
DVD-based study of Sent: Delivering the Gift of Hope at
Christmas.

Sent is a five week study that includes an easy-reading book for
participants to read on their own and a DVD for group sessions.

There is also a leader's guide available, if desired. The study includes the voices of five
younger, UMC clergy, both men and women. The five sessions are titled: Jesus
Reconciles, Jesus Sets Us Free, Jesus is God with Us, Jesus Brings New Life and Jesus
Changes Everything.

The back of the book says this, "God sent Christ at Christmas. And Christ sends us.
Dynamic pastor Jorge Acevedo leads us on a 5-week Advent journey to discover how,
where and why we are sent. Joining him are four young clergy who challenge us through
story, art and Bible study."

If you’ve been hearing God nudge you to facilitate a small group, this would be a
wonderful opportunity to do so. The short 5-session commitment is a great way to test
the waters of facilitating a small group. And, as a facilitator, you can choose the day,
time and place for your small group to meet. We ask that you prayerfully consider
facilitating a small group this Advent season. Sunday school classes and existing small
groups are also invited to consider Sent as their Advent study.

We will leave it up to each participating group to decide when you want to start/finish
the study, since five sessions may be somewhat difficult to fit into the official Advent
season.

To learn more about the study, see inside the book and view a couple promotional
videos, you can go to this link on the Cokesbury website:

https://www.cokesbury.com/product/9781501801037/sent/

The individual books will cost approximately $10. If you’d like to facilitate a small group
or your Sunday school class or existing small group would like to participate in this study,
please let April Campbell know as soon as possible. St. Paul's can order the materials

https://www.cokesbury.com/product/9781501801037/sent/


your group needs or you are welcome to handle that within your group too.

If you have any questions and/or want to sign-up to facilitate a group, contact April
Campbell at april.hedgecoth@gmail.com or 319-521-2074.

Have You Checked Out the Link to St. Paul's
Library Yet?
Winter’s chill is already in the air as we prepare for a time of Thanksgiving. The thought
of curling up with a book before the fireplace with a cup of hot chocolate or hot tea
sounds wonderful! The library has received several new books. Please click on this link
(Link Here) to go to the Library tab on the St. Paul’s web site where you will find a
synopsis of some the new adult additions. Happy reading and stay warm!

St. Paul's UMC Library Link

Visit our Facebook Page

African Nationals

St. Paul's African Nationals at
Simpsom UMC, Des Moines

mailto:april.hedgecoth@gmail.com
https://www.stpaulsumc.org/library
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulsunitedmethodistchurchcedarrapids/


The Simpson UMC African Nationals welcome Rev. Daniel & Perpetua for greetings the
congregation on 10/21/ 2018.

Jerusalem Choir were share the of Praising
God on October at Simpson UMC
10/21/2018

The Sunday School Choir were sings the
Song of Praising God at Simpson UMC on
10/21/2018

Arts Ministry

Special Musical Offering by the Sanctuary Choir
- Dec. 9
The Sanctuary Choir will be presenting “Run, Ye Shepherds to the Light” by Michael
Haydn during our 9:00 am worship service. Invite others to join you for this musical
morning.

Carillonneurs &
Tower Handbell
Ensembles
Christmas
Concert - Dec. 9
Enjoy a variety of sacred and
secular selections including:



“Angels from the Realms of
Glory”; “Ding, Dong, Merrily
on High”; “We Three Kings”; “I
Heard the Bells on Christmas
Day”; “All I Want for
Christmas”; “Jolly Old St.
Nicholas”; and others favorites
at St. Paul’s UMC in the
Gathering Space on Sun., Dec.
9, 4:00 pm. Admission is free.

Care, Serve, & Outreach

Whooo Can Help
Families in Need?
WE CAN!
During the month of November St.
Paul’s Early Learning Center will be
collecting non-perishable food items
and personal care products to help
support Waypoint in Cedar Rapids.

There will be a drop box in our welcoming center as you enter St. Paul’s or you may drop
them by the Early Childhood office. 

View List of Food and Personal Care Items

FOCUS Angel Tree
Join St. Paul’s Members as we fill
an Angel Tree for FOCUS Families.
Please select an Angel and return
by December 9th. Place item(s)
under the tree unwrapped in a gift
bag with Angel Tag attached.

Children & Youth

https://www.stpaulsumc.org/early-learning-center


November 9th confirmands visited Temple Judah for a worship service and tour. So much
curiosity, great questions, and valuable learning!



This week during our youth worship Fidel took time to come teach the Jr./Sr. High
students a song for Christ the King Sunday on November 25th. Students also helped in
serving our ELC by wiping down surfaces in class rooms as a Thanksgiving outreach
mission. 

December
Delirium - Dec. 1
On Saturday, December 1 from
6:00-8:30 pm, come for a Youth
Game Night of group games and
board games with snacks to
share!

Winter
Wonderland -
Dec. 8
Please join us on Dec. 8, 2018
from 3:00-5:00 pm as we
celebrate the birth of Jesus! We
will have crafts, games, food,
music and more! Come see all
we have to offer families here at

St. Paul’s UMC. All are welcome!

Club 56 News (5th-6th)
Come Join us on Sundays as we learn how to navigate the Bible, which includes some
memory verses and candy! Also, see what’s happening at TGIW on Wednesdays with
devotions and games.



United Methodist Women

UMW Christmas
Luncheon - Dec. 6
St. Paul’s UMW invites you to our 2018
Christmas Luncheon and Unit Meeting
on Thursday, December 6, at 12:00
noon in the Wesley Center. We will be
thanking our church staff, have our
honors luncheon, give our reading
program awards, and receive special

mission recognition. There will also be Holiday Fair craft items for sale for those who
love to shop. A donation of $4 for this Christmas luncheon is suggested. Please sign up
at your circle meetings or in the church office by December 2. Come and enjoy this
special time of celebration with us. 

Prayers

Stephen Ministers
Stephen Ministers, wearing the blue
badge, are glad to talk privately with
anyone going through a rough time. 

Pray for...

For spiritual disciplines of a weekly fast Thursday after dinner to Friday mid-
afternoon, and pausing to pray at 2:23–2:26 daily for our church’s mission and way
forward.

Continued healing and grace for:
Mark Baumann (Marcia)
Tom Titus (Susan)
Anne Laverty (John)
Haley and Kaleb Admire (Kay & Bill
Galli’s granddaughter and family)
Joe Boots (relative of Chris and Mike
Crilley)
Craig Ekstorm (Colton Valenta’s
father)
Theodore “Teddy” Dvorak
Alice Hart (Brad Hart’s mother)
Tom Smeed (Bill’s father)
Louise Single (Fred)
Martha McCollough (Amy Reisen’s

Katherine Martensen
Angela Shultz
Rhonda Viktora
Carrie Cummins (Jamie’s daughter
and Steve and Kathy Davis’
granddaughter)
Edie Nekola
Jim & Rose Milden
Raine Allen (Dixie & Roger Allen’s
granddaughter)
Charman Banks (John)
James Wahe
Nora Mae Vance
Sandy Pingel (Gloria Ford’s daughter)
Robert Moore (Lee Moore’s father)



mother)
Pat Sharp
Deborah Cassidy (daughter of Julie
Gladfelder)
Barb Zahradnik (Bob)
John Matthews
Audrey Swalley
Cheri Young (Gene & Carrie Young’s
daughter)
Patricia Hartwell (Heather Moore’s
mother)
Sally Ford
Diane Berrett (Bob)
Linda Hadley
Justin Ilg (Sherrie & Larry Ilg’s son)
Clyde Satterly
Quinn Anton Jensen (Nancy & Brice
AntonJensen’s son)
Neoma Starnes (Duane)

Jody Sloan
Marti & Spence Grayson (Dave
Mahlke’s sister and brother-in-law)
Mina Arbore (John)
John McQuilkin (Jean Kwader’s
father)
Ryan Vick
Pam Anslyn
Kris Yahn (Steve)

Memorial prayers for the families and
friends of:

Myrna Cooney
Robert Swaney (Ann)
Pauline Belding
Faith Hein (Dr. Timothy Hein’s
mother)
Jackie Koch

View Worship Times

Worship is for the whole family. While childcare is available in our nursery for all
Sunday morning services, we welcome children of all ages at all worship services.

stpaulsumc.org
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