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Have a safe and blessed Thanksgiving.
St. Paul's UMC Building & Office will be closed on November 23 & 24 due to the Thanksgiving holiday.

Striving to be 'true to the heart of ministry'
Alison Gowans from The Gazette wrote an article about St. Paul's
UMC. Please click the link below to read the article and see what God
is doing through St. Paul's.

Read "The Gazette" Article

Your weekly news & updates
Shout triumphantly to the Lord, all the earth!

     Serve the Lord with celebration!
    Come before him with shouts of joy!

 Know that the Lord is God—
    he made us; we belong to him.

    We are his people,

Greetings!
On this Thanksgiving holiday,

where we wonder and wait
for peace and justice

to blanket
our community and all of creation,

http://www.thegazette.com/subject/life/people-places/historic-cedar-rapids-church-completes-45-million-renovation-20171120


    the sheep of his own pasture.
Enter his gates with thanks;

    enter his courtyards with praise!
    Thank him! Bless his name!

 Because the Lord is good,
    his loyal love lasts forever;

    his faithfulness lasts generation after
generation.

     
-Psalm 100 (CEB)

may we find comfort and hope in the One
who made us,
who holds us,

and who loves us
forever.

May we uncover the joy in giving thanks.
And, may we wrap ourselves with confidence

to step out,
to serve,
to speak,

with trust in God’s faithfulness
to this generation and each generation to come.

 
Thanksgiving Day blessings to you and yours.

Pastor Sherrie

Visit our Website

Celebration of Baptism
Sunday we welcomed Claire Ann Pasker to the family of God,
daughter of Aaron & Mary Pasker, sister of Jack William Pasker,
grandchild of Bernard and Margaret Pasker and John and Kathy
Cameron, through the sacrament of baptism.

Angel Tree
The Angel Tree will be in the parlor starting this Sunday, decorated with
ornaments that describe gifts to benefit the children (and their siblings) of
St. Paul's Focus Preschool. Return gifts to church by Sunday, December
10, please.

Communion Volunteers Needed During Advent
Communion Volunteers Needed During Advent to help serve
communion to our members who cannot get to church. Script provided.
Leave message for Mary Horn at 319-395-7290.

http://www.stpaulsumc.org/


Hanging of the Greens, November 26
St. Paul's Hanging of the Greens will be held on November 26 at 4:00 pm. If interested people can
contact Stephan Frischkorn via text at 319-693-9798 or sign up in the Hall before or after 9:00 am
service and before the 11:30 am service. There will be soup served for volunteers.

Free Community Christmas Eve Dinner
St. Paul's Christmas Eve dinner is for EVERYONE – those who are struggling, those who are
thankful, those who are lonely, and those in need of good food and conversation. No one eats alone,
we are here to sit with you. St. Paul's will host a FREE Christmas Eve  dinner with all the fixings
in the Wesley Center on December 24, 12:00-2:00 pm . Meals are also delivered to shut-ins. After
guests are finished with their meal, dessert and games and more fellowship will be offered in the
new Gathering Space. Guests are welcome to join us for our Family Worship service at 2:30 pm in
the Sanctuary.

No donations will be asked. Call United Way 739-4211 (211) to make reservation or if
homebound to have a meal delivered.

What You Can Do?
Volunteer to help prepare food.



Volunteer to help serve holiday meals
Provide deliveries to homebound individuals.
Set up, serve, wash dishes, and take down.
Visit with those being served.
Look for sign-up sheets on Sundays, November 26 and December 3 from 8:30-11:30 am.
Contact Pastor Jonathan at jheifner@stpaulsumc.org 

Christmas Dinner Gift Bags for Youth
It is once again time to begin thinking about Christmas! We will be
assembling youth Christmas bags on Wednesday, December 20th and we're
ready to start collecting gifts to put in these bags. We'll collect items during
TGIW and Pathfinders. Please, consider keeping your child in the process so
they know what your family is contributing and why this is important. The
following are ideas to bring:

crayons (8 or 24 pack)
colored pencils (12 or 24 pack)
play dough
small stuffed animal
socks
matching hat & mittens
small toy
pad of paper

candy canes
puzzle/coloring book (for children)
jump rope
notebook
bag of candy
puzzle book (teens)
ball
story book

Sign up to Read Bible

Bible Reading in Sanctuary
We are continuing to celebrate the newly renovated spaces here at St. Paul’s and as part of
dedicating these spaces to God we will read the entire Bible from December 4-8 and 11-14. We
also encourage members of St. Paul’s to come to church anytime while the Bible is being read
during these days, and be inspired by the setting, the reading of the word of God, and the
fellowship of those you bring with you.

1. We ask that you be there 15 minutes before you are to read in case the person gets done
early.

2. Will be reading the same Bible as the pew Bible if someone would like to follow along.
3. Do not worry about the words, say them how they look to you
4. You will read aloud so others can hear you.
5. You can listen any time you like.
6. There will be communion available.
7. We thank you for being a part of this dedication of reading the Bible from Genesis 1 to

Revelations 22:21

mailto:jheifner@stpaulsumc.org
http://www.stpaulsumc.org/tgiw
http://www.stpaulsumc.org/pathfinders
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0b4aa5aa2ba0f85-bible


Poinsettias Order Due by November 30
Honor the memory of loved ones for $10. Please call the church office at 363-2058 or by placing
your check and order form in the collection plate on Sunday. Poinsettias will not be delivered and
may be taken after the 10:30 pm Sunday service Dec. 24, 2017. Please return form and payment to
church office. Deadline for orders is Nov. 30.  Look for order form in this Sunday's bulletin.

Volunteers Needed to Clean Sanctuary,
December 2
The week of November 27 a crew will be working in
the Sanctuary to remove the carpet in the semi-circle
area between the Chancel and pews for restoration of
the wood beneath. This work will take the majority of
the week. With the dust created from the work done
and in anticipation of Advent, we are looking for a
group of volunteers to assist with clean up of the
Sanctuary on Saturday, December 2 from 9:00-11:00

am. If you are willing to assist in this effort of your church building, either email Kristin Simon at
ksimon@stpaulsumc.org or stop in to put your name on the list for this service. We would like  to
wash the glass in the new Welcoming Space on a bi-weekly basis.  Please let Kristin know if you
are willing to help with this. In this season of Giving Thanks, your service is appreciated!

mailto:ksimon@stpaulsumc.org


RSVP to Church Office office@stpaulsumc.org or call 319.363.2058

“Visual Faith: Let there be Light”
Advent Sunday School series

When: 10:20-11:20 am, Sundays December 3rd, 10th, and 17th in the
Art Space (Upper Room).

We will explore Advent themes through visual art, including visio divina
(praying with the “eyes of the heart”), and creating our own artwork. All art skill levels welcome
and encouraged to come!

Led by Stephanie Heifner and Norm Bennett.

Invitation from Serendipity Class
The Serendipity Sunday school class begins an Advent study on Sunday, Nov. 26, at 10:30 am in
room 119 – and you are invited to join the discussion! All Earth Is Waiting is the study, a book
written by the Rev. Katie (Ziskovsky) Dawson, who was a member of our congregation as a youth.

On Thursday, Dec. 14, Katie will join the class for a holiday potluck and will discuss her book. She
is the pastor of Immanuel UMC, Des Moines.

Join the Men's Spiritual Formation Group
Each Monday morning a group of men meet at Oscar’s Restaurant on Center Point Rd for
fellowship and to study and grow in their relationship with God. Focusing on spiritual formation,
the group is just beginning to read What We Need is Here , by Roger Owens. If you are a guy
looking for fellowship and an opportunity to grow in your faith, join us on Monday from 9:30-
11:00 am. For further information contact Jerry Oakland.

Because of Bethlehem Advent Study
It is because of Bethlehem that God knows what it is like to be human.
He knows what we experience day in and day out. The pain, the
struggles, the challenges and the hard times. And because love was
born in Bethlehem, we all have hope here and now.

mailto:office@stpaulsumc.org


As we approach the Advent season, the Adult Spiritual Formation
committee is excited to provide St. Paul’s with an opportunity to grow
in our connectedness and love of Jesus. To complement each of our
individual Advent journeys, we invite all members, friends and guests
to be part of a small group DVD-based study of Because of Bethlehem
by Max Lucado. This 4-session study will remind us that everything
works together for the good of those who love God.
The following group days/times have already been established:

1. Sundays at 10:20 a.m. at St. Paul’s (Room 117) on 11/19, 12/3, 12/10
and 12/17; Facilitators: Compass Sunday School. Any adults are

welcome to join Compass for this study!
2. Wednesdays at 4:00 p.m. at Meth-Wick (1224 13 th St NW) starting 11/29; Facilitator: Steve

Streff
3. Wednesdays at 6:00 p.m. at St. Paul’s starting 11/29; Facilitator: April Campbell

Additional groups are in the final planning stages and will be announced soon. If you are interested
in participating in a group on a weekday afternoon at St. Paul’s, please let us know which
afternoons would work for you. We have a facilitator willing to lead a study.

While there is a book that participants are welcome to purchase, it is not necessary and no other
materials are required to be a part of this small group study.

Sign-ups for small groups will take place at the new Welcome Center across from the Sanctuary on
Sunday mornings. You can also sign up for a group by contacting April Campbell at
april.hedgecoth@gmail.com or 319-521-2074.

UMW Christmas, December 7
UMW Christmas Thursday, December 7, 2017 will begin with a gathering at 11:30 am in the
Wesley Center. There will be musical entertainment by the Washington High School Madrigal
Singers at 12:00 pm, followed by lunch at 12:15 pm. Join our Christmas Celebration of
entertainment, special mission recognition, reading program awards, installation of 2018 UMW
officers, and thank you to our church staff. RSVP to church office, 363-2058 or
office@stpaulsumc.org.

mailto:april.hedgecoth@gmail.com
mailto:office@stpaulsumc.org


The Longest Night, December 21
This service will be at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary and is for those who are struggling to find the
holidays to be a joyous time. This service can be a great benefit for those who are mourning the
loss of a loved one, for those who experienced great personal tragedy, or for those who are feeling
“down” during the Christmas season.

Christmas Eve Schedule of Events
December 24, 2017

10:30 am | Worship
Celebrate the birth of Christ through

scripture and song.

Noon-2:00 pm | Christmas Eve Dinner

2:30 pm | Family Worship
A family-oriented service including

an opportunity for children to participate
in the story of Jesus’ birth.

8:30 pm | Traditional Worship
A traditional service including

the choir and candlelight. 

10:30 pm | Communion Worship
End your evening with a quiet,

candlelit service of Communion.



Children's Christmas Program, December 24 at 2:30 pm
St. Paul’s UMC invites your child to participate

in our annual Christmas Children’s Program at St. Paul’s UMC.

Practices: Sundays, December 10 & 17 at 10:20 am 
and on Wednesday, December 13 at 6:00 pm

Program: Sunday, December 24 at 2:00 pm in the Sanctuary

Questions? Please contact Pastor Keith Pitts 
at 319.361.4255 or kpitts@stpaulsumc.org.

mailto:kpitts@stpaulsumc.org


Child Care Worker Needed for Tuesday Mornings
Child care worker Tuesday mornings, 9:00 am-12:00 pm for infants and
toddlers during African National Tutoring time at St. Paul's. $9.00 per
hour. Contact the church office or Barb Oakland (319-377-5977 or 563-
542-3583; barb.oakland@gmail.com) or Jan Frischcorn (319-210-7539 or
319-364-4437; dandjf@mac.com) for more information. 

Music Volunteer
There is a volunteer opportunity for an adult to lead music on Wednesday evenings for young
people in Grades K-2. This is a wonderful time to involve these students in music and worship.
Mentoring and support are available. Contact Mark Baumann (mmbaumann@msn.com) for more
information.

All Are Welcome
December 17 Several people have accepted the invitation to join the Sanctuary Choir to sing
portions of Handel’s Messiah on Dec. 17. There is still room for you. The first part of rehearsal,
7:30-8:15 pm, is focused on this music. Contact Kevin Dibble (kevin-dibble@uiowa.edu) or Mark
Baumann (mmbaumann@msn.com) for more information.

Men’s Ensemble
All male singers, high school students and older, are invited to join the group. Men’s Ensemble
rehearses on Wednesdays, 6:30-7:15 pm and sings about once each month. No experience is
necessary. Contact Mark Baumann (mmbaumann@msn.com) for more information.

mailto:barb.oakland@gmail.com
mailto:dandjf@mac.com
mailto:mmbaumann@msn.com
mailto:mmbaumann@msn.com


St. Paul's Worship Times

Sunday
8:15 am | Communion Worship in the Chapel
9:00 am | Traditional Worship in the Sanctuary
11:30 am | Worship Café Contemporary Worship in the Wesley Center
12:30 pm | African Nationals Worship in Swahili/Kirundi language in the Sanctuary
Wednesday | 6:00 pm | Youth Worship in the Wesley Center
Thursday | 10:30 am | Community Worship in the Chapel
Saturday | 5:30 pm | African Nationals Worship in Swahili/Kirundi language in room 117

At St. Paul’s, worship is for the whole family. While childcare is available in our nursery for all
Sunday morning services, we welcome children of all ages at all worship services. Learn more
about how kids can to get involved with worship .

Additional Information

Giving Just Got Easier

Text-to-Give. You can now make a contribution
to St. Paul’s UMC with a quick text message!
Simply text SPUMCCR to 73256 with the
amount you would like to contribute. Make sure
to include the dollar sign before the amount.
Example: $75. Within a few minutes, you’ll
receive a text with a link to register. Click on
the link and enter your cardholder name and

Give by App. The Joyfully2UMC giving app
allows members of local United Methodist
churches the chance to give to their church
electronically. The free app, available for
Android and Apple® operating systems,
provides a convenient way for local church
goers to give to their church that already uses
Electronic Funds Transfer. Questions? Call the

http://www.stpaulsumc.org/communion
http://www.stpaulsumc.org/traditional
http://www.stpaulsumc.org/worship_cafe
http://www.stpaulsumc.org/african_nationals
http://www.stpaulsumc.org/youth-worship
http://www.stpaulsumc.org/community
http://www.stpaulsumc.org/african_nationals
http://www.stpaulsumc.org/nursery
http://www.stpaulsumc.org/children-in-worship
http://www.stpaulsumc.org/worship


credit or debit card information. Once your
registration is complete, you will receive a text
verification and a receipt via email. For future
giving, simply send a text with the amount you
wish to give, and it will process automatically!
Questions? Call the church office at 319-363-
2058 or office@stpaulsumc.org.

Additional Information on Ways to Give

church office at 319-363-2058
or office@stpaulsumc.org

It’s easy:
1. Download the app (Joyfully2UMC)
2. Search for your church (Saint Pauls

United Methodist Church)
3. Complete a few questions to set up your

account
4. Donate

Additional Information on Ways to Give

Prayer Devotions for November 26, 2017

O God, you are my God, I seek you, my soul thirsts for you; my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and
weary land where no water is. - Psalm 63:1-2 NRSV

Lord hear our prayers...
Celebrating the baptism of Claire Ann Pasker, daughter of Aaron & Mary Pasker, sister of
Jack William Pasker, grandchild of Bernard and Margaret Pasker and John and Kathy
Cameron.

Continued healing and grace:
Jim & Rose Milden
Wayne Dvorak
Clyde Cammack
John Wyllie (relative of Mike Morse)
Michael Myers
Jennifer Hockenberger
Edie Nekola
Lorna Barnes
Marcia Sanders (Emily Pitts Mother)
Ramona Spencer
David Loupee
Raine Allen (Dixie and Roger Allen’s
granddaughter)
Wanda Sellers (Shelby Roth’s mother);
Mariana Joseph (daughter of Faida
Nshimirimana)
Rhemi Studt (Ashley & Matthew Studt)
Lee Ann Dielschneider (Vic)
Jean Fitz (Max)
Charman Banks (John)
Patricia Oostenryk (Lori Montgomery’s
mother)
Rod Bunch
James Wahe

Joel Oxenford (Elaine’s son)
Nora Mae Vance
Charlene O’Brien
Neoma Starnes (Duane)
Steve Dix (Dixie Allen’s brother)
Penny Grave (Kay Galli)
Janet Vyubusa
Louise Single (Fred)
Pauline Belding
Myrna Cooney
Sandy Pingel (Gloria Ford’s daughter
Linda Hadley
Wilma Shadle
Robert Moore (Lee Moore’s father)
Mary Etta Pearson (Jean)
Jody Sloan
Marty & Spence Grayson (Dave
Mahlke’s sister and brother-in-law)
Mina Arbore (John)
John McQuilkin (Jean Kwader’s father)
Ryan Vick; Pam Anslyn
Kris Yahn (Steve)
Quinn Anton Jensen (Nancy and Brice
Anton-Jensen’s son)
Matthew Hudson (Fran Nathanson)

Memorial prayers for the families and
friends of:

Wilma Lamka (Dave Lamka’s Mother)
Julie Annis (June Kirkpatrick daughter)

St. Paul's UMC | 319.363.2058 | Fax: 319.363.6348 | office@stpaulsumc.org | stpaulsumc.org

STAY CONNECTED
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