
Thursday, November 28, 2019

Dear Friends in Christ,

This Thanksgiving week, 
we wish you safe travels (and cooperative weather),
the wisdom to know when you’ve eaten enough,
the unscheduled hours to get a good nap,
enough leftovers for the feast to keep on giving,
the opportunity to practice your family’s rituals,
the grace to find comfort when holidays are a source of grief rather than celebration,
and, in all things, we pray you find peace and rest in the days ahead.

And Sunday, we hope you will join us as we find the joy in Advent waiting for the Christ.

-Your pastors

Adults



"Joy to the World," a Beloved Christmas Classic,
Turns 300 Years Old This Year
Composer Isaac Watt’s interpretation of Psalm 98 invites us to sing a “new song”–and it
is a powerful cosmic performance of all creation being renewed and freed. Rather than
“joy” being yet another word for “happiness,” we will discover that the depths of joy can
be found especially in the midst of suffering, the work of justice, and the presence of
compassion–all part of the coming of Jesus to this world and a message the world still so
desperately needs. All are welcome. Please join our church family through Advent as we
celebrate the birth of Christ!

Read More

Donate & Serve at Christmas Eve Day Meal
Be sure to sign up at the Connection Centers on December 1st and 8th to donate and
serve at the Christmas Eve Day Meal at St. Paul’s! 

Calling All Bakers! We Need Your Help
at Our Bake Sale on December 7
Our youth are asking for donations for our winter bake sale to assist in raising money for
our summer mission opportunities. Donations can be dropped off at the church during
office hours. Donations will be accepted through December 6th. Students will be selling
items on December 7th during the children’s Winter Wonderland open house, and Sunday
December 8th after the 9:00 am service. 

Winter Wonderland
Volunteers Needed
Our volunteers are the backbone of our
events. We are looking to fill volunteer
positions for many areas during our
Winter Wonderland event on December

7. Please click sign-up link below.

Sign-up for Winter Wonderland Volunteers

https://www.stpaulsumc.org/advent-worship
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040c4daea62ba2f85-stpauls


Who Is My Neighbor Nomination Invitation
Monday, January 20, 2020 at 6:30 pm, St. Paul’s will host our annual celebration with
music and speakers. The annual "Dr. Percy and Lileah Harris 'Who Is My Neighbor'
Award" will be awarded to an adult and a high school senior who will be recognized for
diligently working for justice in Linn County. We encourage you to submit an application
(please click button below).

Nomination Form

Offering Envelopes
If you asked for numbered offering envelopes, please stop by the church office and pick
yours up. They are in alphabetical order, and you just need to initial and date on the list
when you take them. Questions, please contact Shelby in the church office. 

Thank You
Thank you St. Paul’s friends for your prayers, encouragement, cards, and support through
my brother Roger’s illness and passing. Your kindness shines forth once again.
-Kristin Simon

Visit our Facebook Page

Advent Studies

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSedAnOuFJKvDweAYDsh70K1s97W99hi7UZJZddf4QBMExJYqw/viewform
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulsunitedmethodistchurchcedarrapids/


Almost Christmas -
A Wesleyan
Advent Experience
Begins December 4
(sign up by November 15)
In 1741 John Wesley preached his famous sermon
titled “The Almost Christian” in which he encouraged
people to follow Christ wholeheartedly, striving to be
altogether Christian. In Almost Christmas four authors
explore how we can make the same commitment to

Christ during Advent, connecting our Wesleyan heritage with the traditional Advent
themes of Peace, Hope, Love, and Joy.

A DVD, leader’s guide, and participant books will be made available for your class upon
request to Pastor Jonathan (jheifner@stpaulsumc.org). Books cost $12.99.

Pastor Jonathan will lead a Wednesday evening group, beginning December 4 from
6:00-7:00 pm. If others are interested in leading a group at another time, please let
Pastor Jonathan know so that books can be ordered for that group.

In addition to these Advent opportunities, Pastor Sherrie and Ben Owen, our sanctuary
choir director, will lead a Wednesday evening Advent study on Mary’s Magnificat (Luke
1.46-55). 

Mary's Magnificat; 3 Week Advent Experience
Wednesday’s, December 4, 11, 18, 6:00-7:00 pm, Parlor
Mary's Magnificat from Luke 1:46-55 is sung by a recently pregnant teenager in a less
than stable societal position. The Magnificat not only expresses joy, but fear and a hope
for justice. We, as servants of God's will, can identify with Mary's reaction. When have
we felt God's will in action? Was it a joyful, fearful, hopeful, experience? 
 
We’ll explore these themes through discussion, prayer, and listening to music! Hundreds
of composers have attempted to express the Magnificat's emotional complexity - we will
look at three differing settings from different time periods. 
 
Please let one of our co-leaders, Pastor Sherrie silg@stpaulsumc.org or Sanctuary Choir
Director, Ben Owen benowenmusic@gmail.com know if you would like to join this Advent
experience. All are welcome!

Arts Ministry & Music

Luminaria Workshop
Thursday, December 5
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. in the Wesley Center

mailto:jheifner@stpaulsumc.org
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A46-55&version=CEB
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A46-55&version=CEB
mailto:silg@stpaulsumc.org
mailto:benowenmusic@gmail.com


Free will offering; suggested donation
of $5/luminaria to cover costs.  

This Advent, you're invited to create a
luminaria to let your light shine!
Luminarias, a tradition originating in
Spain, are basically little lanterns used
to light the way during the holidays.
Ours will be made of clay. If you've
been involved in our Shifting Ground or

Peace Bells workshops, you know how satisfying it can be to create objects using this
simple material. This multicultural and multi-generational project will be guided by a
team from the Iowa Ceramic Center and Glass Studio.

Registration is requested by November 30. To register email Norm Bennett at
norman.bennett@mac.com or stop by the church office to sign up. Children under age 7
must have an adult present to help them. Make this a family affair!

We'll be lighting the luminaria on Christmas Eve in the sanctuary, after which you may
take yours home.

Carillonneurs
Handbell Concert
'Tis that time of year when Carillonneurs
Handbell Ensemble ring heralding the
merry holiday season! They invite the
congregation to any of the following
FREE concerts:

December 5, 7:00 pm, Meth-Wick (The Manor)
December 6, 7:00 pm, Nativity Celebration, LDS Church, 4150 Blue Jay Dr. NE
December 15, 2:30 pm, Whipple Aud., Cedar Rapids Public Library.

Carillonneurs will also perform on the following ticketed concerts:

December 14, 7:30 pm, with the CR Concert Chorale, St. Paul's UMC
December 20 & 21, 7:30 pm, with Orchetra Iowa, Paramount Theatre. 
December 22, 2:30 pm, with Orchetra Iowa, Paramount Theatre. 

Concert Flyer

Need an Extra Stocking Stuffer?

mailto:norman.bennett@mac.com
https://files.constantcontact.com/f24765ad401/20d59fee-d438-4eed-8f3e-aa8f4126777f.pdf


Need an extra stocking stuffer or unique gift this season. Purchase a Carillonneurs
"Christmas Bells" CD for only $5. The CD contains selections from the Carillonneurs 2018
Christmas concerts including "Silent Night," "Sing We Now of Christmas." "White
Christmas," "We Three Kings," among others. Contact any member of the Carillonneurs
to get your CD today. If you have already ordered copies of the CD, you can pick them up
in the church office.

Care, Serve, & Outreach

St. Paul's Christmas Eve Day
Dinner offers a free Community
Christmas Eve Day Dinner for those
in need and those who prefer not to
spend Christmas day alone.

How to get involved:
Volunteers needed to prepare food,
serve the dinner, and provide
transportation, or donations of
needed food items.  

Learn More about St. Paul's Christmas Eve Day Dinner. 

St. Paul's to Host Family
Promise December 8-15
Family Promise of Linn County is a ministry for
families who are temporarily without a home. St.
Paul’s will be hosting a family of four, a mom

and children ages 3-17, the week of December 8-15. We need folks from St. Paul’s to
provide meals each evening, to spend time with the family for a couple of hours in the
evening and to spend the night at St. Paul’s (you do get to sleep) and make sure the
family is up in time each morning to get ready and eat breakfast before they leave for the
day. Stop by the Connection Center this Sunday to see how you can help.

https://www.stpaulsumc.org/christmas-eve-dinner


Angel Tree Update
Thank you to all those you have taken tags off the Angel Tree!
We have had a great response. For those of you who still may
want a tag to help out, we have added more tags to include
some siblings of our students. There are also some tags left
for laundry detergent and basic needs. A box will be set out
near the tree soon for any donations of cleaning supplies or
toiletries. Please return gifts back under the tree by

Wednesday Dec 11th. 

Mary Horn, RN, St. Paul's Parish Nurse, writes articles to share pertinent and timely
health topics on nutritional, mental, emotional, spiritual, and information on a wide-
range of health topics.

Read Health Notes

Children & Youth

Open Cafe! - December 1
No Club 56, Confirmation, or Senior High Sunday School (Thanksgiving Break), but if you
are around on December 1 for church, please join us downstairs in the Youth Room for
breakfast during the Sunday school hour!

Winter Wonderland,
December 7
Join us for a family night celebrating the
Christmas holiday! We will have cookie
decorating, ornament making, STEM
activities, games and more! Bring your
family and friends on Saturday,
December 7th, from 3:00-5:00 pm. We
can’t wait to see you there!

Youth (7th-12th)

https://www.stpaulsumc.org/newsletters


& Club 56 White
Elephant,
December 11
7th-12th grade youth and Club 56 will
be celebrating Christmas on December
11th during TGIW from 6:00-8:00 pm.
Students are asked to bring a gift for a
white elephant gift exchange; we ask

that gifts do not exceed $10.

Senior High Ski Retreat Weekend
at Sundown Mountain Resort
Join youth from across Eastern Iowa for a fun lock in and day of skiing, snowboarding, or
tubing at Sundown Mountain Resort, January 31-February 1, 2020. The cost is $35 per
student (Meals, rental, and lift ticket included). Friday evening, gather at Grand View
United Methodist Church (3342 John Wesley Drive, Dubuque, IA) for pizza, games,
worship, and a service project. Saturday morning, we’re eating breakfast then hitting the
slopes. RSVP by January 26th (link below).

RSVP for Ski Retreat Ski Trip Flyer

United Methodist Women

UMW Christmas
Luncheon,
December 5
St. Paul’s UMW invites you to the 2019
Christmas Honors Luncheon and Unit
Meeting on Thursday, December 5,
gather at 11:45 am for refreshments
and shop Holiday Fair craft items.

Luncheon to begin at 12:00 pm in the Wesley Center. We will thank our church staff, give
our reading program awards, install 2020 officers, and receive special mission
recognition. There will also be Holiday Fair craft items for sale for those who love to
shop. A donation of $4 for this Christmas luncheon is suggested. Please sign up at circle
meetings or in the church office by December 1. Come and enjoy this special time of
celebration with us.  

Event Flyer

Prayers

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfBS7ArEFZ1y8im8juVatCOZA0hEvlYj8PdVFjuzGBXqiHuyQ/viewform
https://files.constantcontact.com/f24765ad401/7028c9a6-f489-46cc-8c6f-e23ac95c8ff1.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/f24765ad401/15041084-f3c6-4c38-b15a-a6a1a14270a3.pdf


Stephen Ministers
Stephen Ministers, wearing the blue
badge, are glad to talk privately with
anyone going through a rough time. 

Prayers for:
Please keep Pastor Sherrie in your prayers as she is on a Spiritual Renewal and
Continuing Education leave. 

Continued healing & grace for:
Mary Gade (Milt)
Tiffani Schneekloth (L.J. & Holli’s
daughter)
Barb Brousard (Bill)
Charman Banks (John)
Gayle Buroker (Kate)
Pat Jacobson (Stan)
Dean Beer (Gale)
Craig Ekstrom (Colton Valenta’s
father)
Marianne Mickle
Barb Zahradnik (Bob)
Virginia Goehring (Genny Yarne’s
sister)
Merida Niyibaruta
Gerol Goodlove (Mary)
Dianne Berrett (Bob)
Joe Trecek
Sally Schroder (Sherman)
Roger Walker (Catherine)
Emily Bell (sister of Matt Stoner)
Gloria Hammond (Tom Young’s
sister)
Joyce Vick (Steven)
Tom & Susan Titus
Tim Glenn (son of Laverna Hanson)
Keri Collins
Mary Brockmeyer (Lloyd)
Denise Feltes (Ronald)
Colleen Lewis
Michael Wilkinson
Marti & Spence Grayson (Dave
Mahlke’s sister and brother-in-law
Linda Jandik
Sally & Tom Young
Edie Nekola
Joel Oxenford (Elaine Oxenford’s
son); Elias Macum
Jim Struve (Sandra)
John Matthews

Rena Brodt
Benjamin Van Winkle (Julie
Gladfelder’s grandson)
Gary Hamond (Tom Young’s brother-
in-law)
Quinn Anton Jensen (Nancy & Brice
Anton Jensen’s son)
Char O’Brien
Susan Moore (Lee Moore’s sister)
Joe Boots (relative of Chris and Mike
Crilley)
Cheri Young (Gene & Carrie Young’s
daughter)
Linda Hadley; Justin Ilg (Sherrie &
Larry Ilg’s son)
Angela Shultz
Rhonda Viktora
Carrie Cummins (Jamie’s daughter
and Steve and Kathy Davis’
granddaughter)
Jim & Rose Milden
Raine Allen (Dixie & Roger Allen’s
granddaughter)
James Wahe
Nora Mae Vance
Sandy Pingel (Gloria Ford’s daughter)
Mina Arbore (John)
John McQuilkin (Jean Kwader’s
father)
Ryan Vick
Pam Anslyn
Kris Yahn (Steve)

Memorial prayers for the families and
friends of:

Tony Thompson (Kristin and Larry
Ivers’ son-in-law)
Robert Moore (Lee Moore’s father)
Roger Simon (brother of Kristin
Simon
Vernon Zila (Ginger)



Grace Maresh

View Worship Times

Worship is for the whole family. While childcare is available in our nursery for all
Sunday morning services, we welcome children of all ages at all worship services.

stpaulsumc.org

   

http://www.stpaulsumc.org/worship
http://www.stpaulsumc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/stpaulsunitedmethodistchurchcedarrapids/
https://www.instagram.com/stpaulsumccr/

