
“To know and follow Christ and to help others know and follow Christ.”
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Easter Mission 
Offering

Youth Mission 
Pancake  

Breakfast

1340 3rd Ave SE | Cedar Rapids, IA 52403 | 319.363.2058 | www.stpaulsumc.org

1340 3rd Ave SE | Cedar Rapids, IA 52403

Address Service Requested

With Easter Vision:

Community  
Circles Event

Holy Week 
Schedule

Holy Week Worship Schedule

Palm Sunday | March 20
8:15, 9:00, 10:30, & 11:30 am

Maundy Thursday | March 24
12:15 & 7:00 pm

Good Friday | March 25
12:15 & 7:00 pm

Easter Sunday | March 27
8:15, 9:00, 10:30, & 11:30 am

 With great fear and excitement, 
they hurried away from the tomb 
and ran to tell his disciples.  But 
Jesus met them and greeted them. 
They came and grabbed his feet and 
worshipped him. Then Jesus said to 
them, “Don’t be afraid. Go and tell 
my brothers that I am going into 
Galilee. They will see me there.” 

- Matthew 28:8-10



If only there was some hope out there! 
…after the one you love is gone. 
…after the job came to an end. 
…after everything seems to have failed. 
…after the dream disappeared. 

Sound like anything you’ve known to be true? 
Hard times happen at any age. I can relate to some 
of these feelings in my own lifetime. And so did 
the women who lived alongside Jesus Christ over 
2000 years ago.  The one they had loved and 
served had died along with their dreams for the 
future; their hope had vanished in the crucifixion 
of Jesus.

But the sight of that empty tomb changed their 
lives! What they saw that morning rocked their 
world with both fear and excitement! It shook 

every person into the truth of new life out of 
death, where there is hope of something new, in 
the power of Jesus Christ!
This same hope in the dead ends of our lives is 
ours. It’s the real news that we are privileged to 
know for ourselves and to share! The Good News 
of Easter is the cornerstone of our faith. 

We’re creating several sacred spaces and services 
throughout Holy Week to experience the passion 
story, so powerful in sights and sounds of eternal 
and everlasting hope. Realize hope once again 
with the people of St. Paul’s in the transforming 
power of Jesus Christ. 

Grace & peace,
Pastor Sherrie

Matthew 28:7-8

      “Now hurry, go and tell his disciples, ‘He’s been 
raised from the dead. He’s going on ahead of you 
to Galilee. You will see him there.’ I’ve given the 
message to you.” With great fear and excitement, 
they hurried away from the tomb and ran to tell 
his disciples.   

From 
Pastor Sherrie
Lead Pastor
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Each piece of art is a reflection of a scripture passage, in meaning and prayer. This is a sampling of 
watercolor and typography expressions as part of our VISUAL FAITH Lenten small group experience. 
Pastels, collage, and photography were other ways we looked at the sojourner in each scripture passage. 
Our inward journey forms our outward journey, as disciples of Jesus Christ.



Welcoming
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Worship
Sunday 

18:15 am | Communion Worship
  {Chapel}
19:00 am | Traditional Worship*
  {Sanctuary}
10:20 am | Sunday School for    
  Children, Youth, & Adults
10:30 am |  Worship Café-Contemporary
  {Wesley Center}
11:30 am |  Worship Café-Contemporary
  {Wesley Center}
12:00 pm | African Nationals Worship
  {Sanctuary}

TGIW  
{Thank God It’s Wednesday} 

16:00 pm | Activities for all ages.

Thursday 
10:30 am | Neighborhood Worship
   {Chapel}

Saturday 
12:00 pm  | African Nationals Worship
   {Room 117}

View Worship
*Sunday’s 9:00 am traditional worship 

may be viewed on:
Mediacom Cable Channel 117-1*

*(for digital TV’s that do not have a cable box)

Mediacom Cable Channel 4**

**(for TV’s with a cable box) 
at 6:00 pm Wednesdays

ImOn Channel 4 
at 10:00 am Thursdays

Invite someone to join 
you and worship God!

We Miss You!
When anyone is baptized or 
professes their faith at St. Paul’s, 
the congregation says this: “We 
will surround these persons 
with a community of love and 
forgiveness, that they may grow 
in their trust of God, and be found 
faithful in their service to others. 
We will pray for them, that they 
may be true disciples who walk in 
the way that leads to life.” Those 
commitments can be difficult, 
and over time, we can forget our 
responsibility to care for and pray 
for those who are part of St. Paul’s, 
but when we make good on those 
commitments, it is then we find 
that we are a loving community 
where people become committed 
followers of Jesus Christ. 

We realize life is busy, and it can 
be hard to stay committed to the 
church over the years, but we 
also realize how important the 
church is to living the abundant 
life Jesus offers. So, the Reaching 
& Receiving committee, in 
consultation with Congregational 
Care and other individuals from 
St. Paul’s are working on a list of 
members who have been away 
for a while. Under the banner 
“Missing You,” St. Paul’s members 
are going to make good on the 
commitments we made when we 
were present for those baptisms 

or professions of faith. Teams of 
individuals are going to make 
contact with individuals and offer 
a message of love and care: We 
miss you! 

This is a big undertaking, and it 
will take some time to complete. 
We hope to visit the first group 
prior to Easter services this year.
The Reaching & Receiving team 
would ask that you pray, pray, 
pray for this endeavor. Pray for 
the ones making contact that they 
would be a visible sign of God’s 
grace. Pray for the ones receiving 
the visit that they would know 
the love in which the visit is 
offered. Pray for St. Paul’s. 

       Submit with ever fibre of your 
being, and you will find eternal 
life. Keep back nothing. Nothing 
that you have not given away 
will be really yours. Nothing in 
you that has not died will ever 
be raised from the dead. Look for 
yourself, and you will find in the 
long run only hatred, loneliness, 
despair, rage, ruin, and decay. 
But look for Christ and you 
will find Him, and with Him 
everything else thrown in.

-C.S. Lewis, last paragraph of 
Mere Christianity 

Worship Schedule Update
As we make plans for spaces during the building renovation time period, the Church Council, through the 
recommendation of the Worship Committee, has decided to end the 10:30 am Worship Café on  
May 22, 2016. After renovation is complete, we will re-evaluate the continuation of this worship service.  
The Wesley Center space will be used for  spiritual formation groups during this time period as we will not 
have access to the Education wing for a period of time beginning this summer. We want to encourage those 
who currently worship at 10:30 am to consider participating in one of our other 3 services. This decision 
will also allow our pastors to connect with the congregation in a variety of ways each Sunday morning.
Thank you for your flexibility and creative thinking in the days and weeks ahead!



Children and their families are 
invited to our Spring Family Fun 
event, Cookies and Canvas on 
April 9, 10:00-11:00 am in the 
Wesley Center. We’ll express our 
creative side on canvases to take 
home, and while we’re at it, we’ll 
decorate some cookies to eat, too! 
Please RSVP to Pastor Allison so 
we know we have enough supplies.

2nd & 3rd Grade Milestone
2nd and 3rd grade families should be 
sure to RSVP for their Communion 
Milestone Sunday, April 3 from 
10:20 am-12:00 pm in the parlor. 
Contact Pastor Allison Warren 
by March 27 with the number for 
lunch and any dietary restrictions.

Dates to Know
March 20 > Palm Sunday

March 26 > Neighborhood 
Easter Egg Hunt

April 2 > 2nd & 3rd Grade 
Communion Milestone

April 13 > Family Game Night

June 10-12 > Friday evening 
and Saturday and Sunday 
mornings for a newly 
formatted VBS this summer!
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Palm Sunday, March 20
At 9:00 am, children are invited 
to pick up palms and gather at 
the back of the sanctuary for a 
procession at the beginning of 
worship. If 9:00 am isn’t your 
usual service, no problem! There 
will be palms at all the services.

Need a Campership?
As you plan for summer, find 
a time for United Methodist 
camps! St. Paul’s offers financial 
support at whatever level is 
necessary for your family to 
make camp a reality. Talk to 
Pastor Allison by April 1 if you’d 
like a campership.

TGIW K-4th Family  
Game Night
Bring your favorite game and 
your favorite adult to TGIW from 
6:00-7:00 pm on April 13.

Children’s Discipleship
Questions? Contact Pastor Allison at 
allison@stpaulsumc.org or 363-2058. 

VBS, June 10-12!
Kids age 3 through 4th grade will 
learn to be “Rooted in God’s 
Love” during VBS. It’s free this 
year, so join us for food and 
fellowship Friday evening, 6:00-
8:00pm, and Saturday and Sunday 
mornings, 10:30 am-12:30 pm. 
Lunch will be available afterwards 
on Saturday and Sunday.

Neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt
March 26, 2016 | 10:00 am

Neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt Needs You!
Our Annual Neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt will be Saturday, March 
26 at 10:00 am, starting in the St. Paul’s sanctuary and then continuing 
in Redmond Park. This year we’re partnering with Collins Community 
Credit Union. This event takes lots of volunteers to clean up the park 
and hide eggs at 9:00 am, so gather your friends and talk to Pastor 
Allison. You can also sign up online to help at www.stpaulsumc.org. 



Youth Discipleship

Adult Discipleship

One of the great things I love 
about being a Methodist is our 
heart for connectional ministry.  
When Jesus created the church it 
was not divided by denominational 
differences.  Our ability to work 
together with other denominations 
and other faiths provides a 
powerful way for us to spread the 
gospel of Jesus Christ to all people 
as Christ commanded in Matthew 
28.  

Over the last year I have been 
blessed to be a part of a team 
of fellow youth ministers who 
have come together to create 
an opportunity for ecumenical 
worship within our Cedar Rapids 

metro area. “Collision” is a 
collaborative event put together 
by St. Paul’s, Lovely Lane, 
St. Marks, and Salem United 
Methodist Churches to bring 
together youth from all over 
the area for a cool worship 
experience. The event includes 
fun activities, a mission project, 
music, and a message with a 
youth focused theme.  This is an 
outreach event where the gospel 
is shared and youth are plugged 
in. The next one is April 10 from 
4:00pm-7:00pm at Thomas Park 
in Marion. 

Being the hands, feet,  
and voice of Christ, Keith Pitts, 

Director of Youth Ministry

Working Together for Jesus Christ

Learning 
Opportunities   
Easter is a time for new life, 
abundant life. Make this a season 
that you commit to growing in 
the resurrection kind of life that 
Jesus calls us to live. We offer 
various classes and opportunities 
for fellowship and growth in 
discipleship. See the Connection 
Center at St. Paul’s, or talk with 
Pastor Jonathan or Nancy Anton-
Jensen for more information. 

Financial Peace 
University: 
Begins March 30
“What is Financial Peace 
University? We all need a plan 
for our money. Financial Peace 
University (FPU) is that plan! It 
teaches God’s ways of handling 
money. Through video teaching, 
class discussions and interactive 
small group activities, FPU 
presents biblical, practical steps to 
get from where you are to where 
you’ve dreamed you could be. 
This plan will show you how to get 
rid of debt, manage your money, 
spend and save wisely, and much 
more! FPU classes meet for around 
an hour and a half each week for 
nine weeks.” 

Classes start Wednesday, March 
30, 2016 from 6:30-8:00 pm in St. 
Paul’s UMC Parlor. Questions? 
Please contact Mike Clymer at 
MClymer@rainingrose.com or 
319-329-7726.  
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Sending

Change a  
Child’s Story 
The right to literacy belongs to 
all people. A child’s early years 
are critically important. Reading 
aloud to children impacts their 
brain development, makes them 
feel wanted, and sparks a lifelong 
enthusiasm for reading. However, 
61% of children in poverty are 
without books at home.

Bishop Julius Trimble has 
recently launched a reading 
initiative called “Change a Child’s 
Story” to challenge Iowa United 

Methodists to donate one million 
children’s books and one million 
volunteer hours of reading to 
Iowa’s children, especially those in 
poverty.

How can we as St. Paul’s members 
participate in the Bishops’ reading-
friendly challenge?
• Give generously to the   
 2016 Special Easter  
 Offering designated for 
 Change a Child’s Story.   
 The money will be earmarked  
 to purchase new books for 
 neighborhood children through  
 programs such as SPRINT,  
 Johnson STEAM Academy,  
 Vacation Bible School, Trunk or  
 Treat, and Lemonade Stand.
• Volunteer your time to read
 aloud to a child and help that 
 child read aloud to you. There 
 are volunteer opportunities
 during April and May at nearby
 Johnson STEAM Academy. A
 volunteer sign-up table will be 

 available in the hallway between
 worship services on Sunday,
 March 27 and April 3. This
 involves reading to either
 kindergarteners or 3rd graders
 during school hours; or reading
 to any elementary grade (your
 choice) in the after-school 
 program in the late afternoon. 

Reading aloud to a child can 
truly change their life forever. As 
educator Mem Fox has written, 
“The fire of literacy is created 
by the emotional sparks between 
a child, a book, and the person 
reading.”

Please help us change a child’s 
story.

Jim Milden, 
Sending to Serve

March 27: Easter Offering 
 (Easter Mission)
April 3: Food Bank-Fill the Truck
April 17: Neighborhood Meals

Upcoming Special Offerings

We worked together to pack 6,000 meals for Kids Against Hunger during our March 2016 Intergenerational 
Monthly Mission!
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Caring
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More Lessons 
Learned from 
The Gray Kitty
 
No. We don’t have the gray 
kitty tamed yet. She now sleeps 
among the Christmas decorations 
and in the evenings comes up the 
basement steps to sit and watch 
us. Totally relaxed, she edges 
closer, but not close enough 
to be caught. Her purrs can be 
heard several feet away. But if 
I look or move in her direction, 
she instantly goes into “flight 
or fight” mode. She hits the 
steps running so fast that she 
misses a step or two and falls. 
Just because it is hilarious, I 
sometimes block her path and 
watch her come to a screeching 

halt to avoid getting close to me. 
Within minutes, however, she is 
back to her observation perch, 
relaxed and purring. 

Unfortunately we humans can’t 
live in the moment as well and 
can’t turn our stress responses 
on and off so easily. We dwell on 
issues and relive experiences and 
anticipate future ones. It is the 
chronic stress that causes damage 
– heart attacks, exhaustion, 
inhibition of our immune system, 
accelerated aging, impaired 
memory and even osteoporosis 
have all been shown to be 
precipitated by chronic stress. 
Another month we will discuss 
how to turn stress into strengths. 

Mary Horn, RN
Parish Nurse

Lenten 
Communion for 
Homebound 
Parishoners 
 Names are being collected for the 
Lenten Communion to be offered 
to homebound parishioners. If you 
know of someone who would like 
to be included, please leave them 
on Mary Horn’s voicemail 319-
395-7290.

Saturdays: April 2 or April 9, 9:30-11:00 am, 
St. Paul’s United Methodis Church  
in the Parlor 

See! I am doing a new thing! Isaiah 43:19 
  
I invite you to bring your hopes and dreams and 
weave them into the fabric of this community of 
faith, where our vision for the future is forming. 
It’s St. Paul’s listening tour with one another. Join 
in circle conversations around questions, imagining 
our St. Paul’s community in the years to come. 

Childcare provided. 
 

Grace & peace, Pastor Sherrie

“The challenge of change is equal to the response 
of the congregation.” –Edwin Friedman
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Prayer Requests for this devotion of caring will be added upon request and updated weekly. 
Communicate by use of the prayer request boxes, phone 363-2058, or e-mail: silg@stpaulsumc.org. 
Include a permission to share with others, or a request for confidentiality.

Prayer
Prayer Devotions
        The Lord is my light and my 
salvation; whom shall I fear?         

~ Psalm 27:1

Hear our prayers for…
 • Peace and reconciliation in  
  places of conflict throughout  
  the world and for those serving  
  through our military.
 • For our Lenten spiritual   
  practices in Visual Faith.
 • Those struggling with   
  addictions.
 • Joy of the marriage of Kurt  
  and Aubrey Cassady.
 • Joy of the birth of a grandson  
  born to Jesse and Laurel Davis  
  (son and daughter-in-law of  
  Steve and Kathy Davis).
 • Joy for all Lenten and Holy  
  Communion servers offering  
  blessings to our scattered faith  
  community.
 • School for Lay Ministry   
  graduates from St. Paul’s: Bev  
  Stolfus and Pat Bunch.
 • For our Congregational   
  Ministries and God’s   
  continued blessings!

Continued healing &  
grace for...
 • Perpetua Nsaimana 
  (Daniel Niyonzima)
 • Carol Cassells
 • Raine Allen (Dixie & Roger Allen’s  
  granddaughter)
 • Tina Laforce
 • Jerry Matchett (Lynn)
 • Jim Struve (Sandy)
 • Ron Bunch (Pat)
 • Donald Nebergall (Shirley)
 • Steve Davis (Kathy)

 • Alice Satterly
 • Joyce Johnson (Tim)
 • Kathleen Davis
 • Alice Ndayizeke
 • 3 friends of Heather Moore
 • Wayne Dvorak 
 • Chuck Marple 
 • Judy Franta
 • Milt Gade (Mary)
 • Ann Finneman (James)
 • Darlene Edwards (Marcia   
  Baumann’s mother)
 • John McGee (Sandy)
 • Kay Galli (Bill)
 • Anna Habonimana
 • Macumi Elias
 • Kristin Simon
 • Lori Anton (sister-in-law of Nancy  
  and Brice Anton Jensen)
 • Nora Mae Vance (Al)
 • Mina Arbore (John)
 • John McQuilkin 
  (Jean Kwader’s father)
 • Clarence and Janette Mowery
 • Maria Bowman (Dan & Sally  
  McAleer’s niece)
 • Mike Myers (Suzanne)
 • Isaiah Hatfield (premature   
  infant son of Anya and   
  Elizabeth Hatfield, grandson   
  of Amy and Scott Bruner)
 • Whit Bohning (Linda Hadley’s  
  great grandson)
 • Ryan Vick
 • Pam Anslyn
  (friend of Angela Stookey)
 • Marilyn Everett (Tamara   
  Young’s mother)
 • Jan Keene (Kevin)
 • Scott Spoerl (Barb Newhall’s  
  grandson)
 • Devin Simon (Kristin Simon’s  
  nephew)
 • Heidi DeJong (Chaun)
 • Angela Stookey
 • Kris Yahn (Steve)

 • Quinn Anton Jensen (Nancy  
  and Brice Anton-Jensen’s son)
 • Matthew Hudson 
  (Fran Nathanson)

The Church of Jesus Christ, St. 
Paul’s United Methodist Church, 
Cedar Rapids, and Pastors Sherrie 
Ilg, Jonathan Heifner, Allison 
Warren, Lloyd Brockmeyer, and 
Daniel Niyonzima. 

Memorial prayers for the 
families and friends of...
 • Vivian Cook 
  (Kathy Colton’s mother)
 • Janet Warren 
  (Rev. Allison Warren’s grandmother)
 • Helen Yossi moether of Dr. Dennis  
  and Debra Yossi)
 • Bee Judson  
  (Elaine Oxenford’s family member)
 • Alice Henline
 • Rosemary Rich
 • Dick Asprooth (Lynn)

Those under Hospice Care...
 • Corrine Smallridge 
  (Vicki Comer’s mother)

The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those 
who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For Thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory forever. Amen.
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Etc.
Save the Date
• Thursday, July 28: Kool, Kool Luncheon
• August 19-21: Women’s Retreat at St. Paul’s Cabin  
 (Revised date)

Thrift Mart is coming, Tuesday, 
April 12, Wednesday, April 13
Time to clean out and bring unneeded items to 3rd Ave. 
circle drive  at St. Pauls UMC on Saturday and Monday 
mornings, 8:30-10:30 am. We probably will not be 
able to have a fall thrift mart this year. Help support 
this mission project of United Methodist Women and 
the whole church.  It is a win win project for missions, 
neighborhood, and our own homes.  Help is needed 
on Monday sorting days to organize the donations into 
departments.  Please join us for this worthwhile project.  

Donation Drop-Off Dates: 8:30-10:30 am
Saturdays: March 19 & April 2  
Mondays: March 21 & April 4

 Wednesday night drop off: 5:30-7:30 pm
March 30

Sorting dates: 
Monday: March 21 & April 4

Move out date: Sunday, April 10, 1:00 pm 

Set up: Monday, April 11, 8:30 am

Sale: Tuesday, April 12 & Wednesday, April 13

Holy Week Schedule
Invite Someone to Join You to Experience 

the Journey of Holy Week

Palm Sunday
Worship with palms at 8:15, 9:00, 10:30, & 11:30 am

Youth Fundraiser Pancake Breakfast:
8:30 am-12:15 pm in the Wesley Center

African National Worship 12:00 pm

Holy Week Interactive Prayer Stations in the Parlor
Walk through, experience at your leisure, alone  

or with a friend. Wednesday 5:00-8:00 pm.
Maundy Thursday: March 24  

1:00-2:00 pm; 6:00-7:00 pm; 8:00-8:30 pm
Good Friday: March 25 

1:00-2:00 pm; 6:00-7:00 pm; 8:00-8:30 pm

Maundy Thursday Worship  
with Dramatic Presentation 

Holy Communion and Sanctuary Choir
March 24: 12:15 and 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary

Good Friday Worship  
Service of Shadows and Men’s Ensemble

March 25: 12:15 and 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary

Easter Egg Hunt
March 26

10:00 am, starting in the St. Paul’s Sanctuary  
and walking to Redmond park

Easter Sunday
March 27

Worship at 8:15, 9:00, 10:30, & 11:30 am
African National Worship in Omaha, NE
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Thank You
Stephanie and I would 
like to thank everyone 
who made Sunday 
afternoon’s Baby Shower 
so special for us. I could 
sense the joy in the air, 

and the thoughtfulness and care you conveyed to us 
were refreshing. The day was a significant reminder of 
the loving community that surrounds us as we prepare 

to raise a child in this world. So, from the bottom 
of our hearts, thank you!



St. Paul’s is Moving Forward in Faith

As we continue moving forward 
with Phase 1 of our building 
project, the following are two of 
the activities currently underway.

Utility Work in the Alley/ 
North Parking Lot
Electrical work continues in 
the alley.  The transformer pad 
has been poured; conduits run 
underground from the pad to 
the former Children’s Library 
area, which becomes a space 
for electrical equipment.  Watch 
for the lowering of the leaning 
power pole, probably sometime 
in May!

Library on the move… 
An Example to Emulate
St. Paul’s Library is a true 
treasure, but somewhat hidden 
due to its current location in 
the lower level of the education 
wing.  As was stated in last 
month’s FIF communication, the 
Library is the first “casualty” of 
our facilities renovation, due to 
‘pre-project electrical work’.

The Library’s future main floor 
location will be at the east 
end of the current ‘Parlor’.  
This location will provide 
considerably more foot traffic 
and ‘browsing’ on Sundays or 
any time the main Sanctuary is 
actively being used.  Although 
this new location will have 
similar floor area to the current 
setting, it will have reduced 
wall area and usable space for 
bookshelves.  Accordingly, any 
book that has not been checked 
out during the past 5 years will 
be evaluated and a determination 
made regarding whether to keep 
the book in our collection.  

The “library ladies” are setting 
an example for others to follow, 
having adopted a positive 
attitude and combined it with 
proactive thinking and action!  
They:
• have embraced the move
• are enthusiastic, yet deliberate  
 and thoughtful about book   
 evaluation and elimination

• are looking forward to making  
 improvements and changes
• plan to ‘revitalize’ the Library  
 and find new ways for it to   
 become better for, and useful  
 to, the congregation

Thank you, “library ladies,” for 
your leadership!

Perspective 
Please recall the phrase and 
comment from last month’s FIF 
communication:  “blessed are the 
flexible, for they will not be bent 
out of shape”.  We’ll all need 
to share, adapt, and be flexible 
for the next 20+ months and 
beyond as St. Paul’s prepares for 
21st century ministry.  Let’s add 
‘positive attitude’ and ‘proactive 
thinking’ to this list of desired 
attributes.

Rejoice! 
Together we continue our 
journey Forward in Faith!
 John & Lois Mather

Bridge Team Leaders
 



Jeremiah 29:11-12 Comments
from
Garr Hintz
Church Business 
Administrator

Financial

Staff Transition Update 
There are things that are done 
at year end that obviously are 
unique in nature; W-2s, annual 
giving statements, year-end 
financial reports, statistical reports.  
Individually none of these items 
are difficult; they just need to 
be done.  With the timing of the 
transition the biggest challenge 
that we faced was just learning 
where everything was in order 
to complete the task in a timely 
manner.  Now that we have 
located most if not all of the items 
needed, we are working through 
the process of determining how 
to align those responsibilities and 
tasks for the new routine.  Thank 
you for your patience during this 
time.  To my knowledge all of 
the questions or issues related to 
annual giving statements have been 
resolved.  While I am on that topic, 
Shelby Roth is responsible for the 
maintenance and distribution of 
giving statements.  If you need 
to contact Shelby by email, her 
address is sroth@stpaulsumc.org.  
Dawn Radack has been assisting 
us through the transition by 

assisting in many areas such as 
contributions, accounts payable, 
etc.  We are progressing through 
the application process for the 
Accounting Assistant position 
and hope that this position can be 
filled shortly so we can get our 
new routine in place.

Building Project 
Quite a bit of work is in progress 
on various projects around St. 
Paul’s.  A new cement pad has 
been poured on the north side 
of the building in preparation 
for utilities to be placed 
underground with a trench put 
in place between the pad and 
the building.  In the Sanctuary 
the rear-projection screens and 
projectors have been removed 
and new TV monitors have been 
installed instead.  Completion 
of the screen/monitor project is 
expected shortly.   

Finances 
We have experienced a few 
glitches along the way in this 
area of transition.  Again, 
nothing that is overwhelming, 

just gaining knowledge and 
insight.  You can expect to 
see some graphs appearing 
in Outlook in the future but I 
lean towards delivering that 
information when I have greater 
certainty with the information 
provided.  What do I mean by 
that?  Learning the Financial 
software and understanding its 
strengths and weaknesses is an 
ongoing effort.  My intentions 
are to have the financial reports 
reflect all related income and 
expenses as applicable to a given 
time period.  As we have worked 
to find our rhythm with the new 
team, we haven’t reached the 
level of efficiency that we know 
can be achieved.  At times I 
have provided information to 
groups that wasn’t as complete 
as I desire which required follow 
up information that was more 
complete.  I am certain that we 
will get around those issues and 
provided accurate and timely 
reports moving forward; we just 
need to find our rhythm in that 
new routine.

In His Service, 
GarrPage
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For I know the plans I have for you,” declares 
the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  
Then you will call on me and come and pray to 
me, and I will listen to you.  
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Thank You for These Recent 
Special Mission Offerings
Linn County Food Bank - $1,154   
Linn County Food Bank received in donations plus 
several pounds of food for our local food bank’s 
resources.

Mission of Hope - $1,105    
Mission of Hope received in support of our 
neighbors in ministry just blocks away, the heart of 
the Mission of Hope vision is to love every human 
being unconditionally—as Jesus loves us.

Special Mission Offerings in 
the Near Future 
March 27 Easter Mission    
Sending to Serve has designated the Easter offering 
for conference apportionments.  Conference 
apportionments are our first mission responsibility.  
Sending to Serve, through the Church Council, 
will also be offering undesignated St Paul’s UMC 
Foundation Funds up to $12,000 to be used locally 
by Sending to Serve to purchase books to be used 
around Cedar Rapids for “Change a Child’s Story.” 
The undesignated funds would be a matching 
offering, dollar for dollar, equaling the amount of 
congregational giving in the Easter offering.

Church Seeks Coordinator of Children’s Ministries
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, is seeking a half-time Children’s Ministry 
Coordinator who will be responsible for giving visionary leadership to the children’s ministries of the church. 
The Children’s Ministry Coordinator will work with the Children’s Discipleship Committee to plan and 
implement a variety of ministries including Sunday school and Wednesday activities; coordinate with leaders 
of various ministries; and help extend the church’s ministry to children of African Nationals and of the 
neighborhood.

The ideal candidate will have a BA degree in education or a related field, experience working with children and 
their families, an understanding of United Methodist theology and practice, experience in providing visionary 
leadership, an ability to inspire and manage volunteers, and good communication and team-building abilities. 
Applicants must complete St. Paul’s application found on-line and submit a resume and cover letter to Garr 
Hintz, church business administrator at ghintz@stpaulsumc.org

-- Jerry Oakland, chair, Staff-Parish Relations Committee

Celebrate St. Paul’s  
Lay Ministers
We celebrate Pat Bunch and Bev Stolfus who 
recently completed a 3-year  journey through 
the Iowa School for Lay Ministry. Ask them 
about their experience! Or, contact one of the 
pastors to learn more about  this excellent 
opportunity for spiritual growth and equipping 
in leadership.


