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Community 

Christmas Dinner 
December 25, 2016

Saturday, December 3, 2016
5:30 pm | Chapel

Feeling lonely? Overcome with sadness? Struggling to muster up the 
joy of the Christmas season? Join us on Saturday, December 3 at 5:30 
pm at St. Paul’s United Methodist Church for a Blue Christmas service. 
Here you will find the safety of a time and place where you don’t have 
to pretend everything is okay.

Christmas Eve Worship
December 24, 2016

4:30 | 8:30 | 10:30 pm
Sanctuary

Christmas Day Worship
December 25, 2016 | 9:30 am 

Sanctuary

African National Worship
December 25, 2016 | 11:00 am 

Sanctuary



Ephesians 4:4-6

        Accept each other with love, and make an effort to preserve the 
unity of the Spirit with the peace that ties you together. You are one 
body, and one spirit, just as God also called you in one hope. There 
is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God and Father of all, 
who is over all, through all and in all.     

From 
Pastor Sherrie
Lead Pastor

Page

1

Greetings!
“Advent reminds us year after year that the Savior 
of the world did not come into perfect families, 
filled with perfect people, who did not need saving 
to begin with. He came into families like yours 
and mine, families with immediate wounds and 
generational scars, families with a pedigree only 
God could love. In other words, Advent reminds 
us that the Savior of the world loves being right 
in the mix of human activity, finding redemptive 
possibilities in all our missteps, misspeaks, and 
mistakes.”

Wow. These are the introductory words taken 
from our Advent study, Underdogs and Outsiders; 
A Bible Study on the Untold Stories of Advent, by 
Tom Fuerst, Abingdon Press, 2016. I can’t wait to 
see what we’ll discover together this season.

Join us in worship and join a small group to 
consider and claim a new perspective and depth 
of understanding about this Savior who has come 
for us all. All of us! So invite someone you know 
to join you here.

For it’s out of the depth of a Savior’s love for all 
of us imperfect people, that we know we are a 
people gathered, formed, and sent by God’s grace. 

It’s out of this love that we claim our new vision 
statement: 

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church is a Christ-centered 
community with rich traditions moving forward into a 
bold future where...

• GATHERED All people are welcomed and valued   
 with generous hospitality so all can enjoy deeper, more  
 authentic relationships with God and each other. 

• FORMED Spiritual journeys are shaped by the embrace  
 of God through scripture, sacraments, prayer, and small  
 groups.

• SENT We work in loving partnerships with others using  
 the gifts God gives for the healing of the world. 

Our recent Church Conference approved these 
words as our way forward together, with long-
range plans and goals to come in early 2017. 

Let’s begin Advent on Nov. 27th, ready to move 
forward into the year ahead with the Savior of the 
world.

Grace & peace, Pastor Sherrie
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Worship
Sunday 

8:15 am | Communion Worship {Chapel}
9:00 am  | Traditional Worship*  

{Sanctuary}
10:20 am  | Sunday School for 

Children, Youth, & Adults
11:30 am  |  Worship Café-Contemporary

{Wesley Center}
12:30 pm | African Nationals Worship

{Sanctuary}

TGIW  
{Thank God It’s Wednesday} 

6:00 pm  |  Activities for all ages

Thursday 
10:30 am  |  Neighborhood Worship

{Chapel}

Saturday 
5:30 pm  |  African Nationals Worship

{Room 117}

Media Ministries
*Sunday’s 9:00 am traditional 

worship may be viewed on:
Wednesdays at 6:00 pm 

Mediacom Cable Channel 117-1*
*(for digital TV’s that do not have a cable box)
Mediacom Cable Channel 4**

**(for TV’s with a cable box) 
Thursdays at 10:00 am 

ImOn Channel 4

Church Website  
(stpaulsumc.org under Worship) 

Audio | Video | Archived Sermons

DVD Ministry  
Members who are homebound (long-term or  

short-term) may request a DVD of the 9:00 am service. 
There is no charge. The DVDs are not reused so  

may be kept, shared, or returned to the church.

Contact: Wes Nygren 550-1455

Ingathering

New members that joined St. Paul’s UMC 
on Sunday, November 13, 2016. Praise 
God!

Ingathering Report
$9301 is the total amount of your 
gifts to the 2016 Ingathering held in 
Cedar Falls on Saturday, November 
5. Gayle and Kate Buroker packed 
their van to the top with our MANY 
boxes containing a total of 591 
school bags, health kits, sewing 
kits, layettes, and birthing kits. In 
addition, 159 extra school bags 
were sent to be filled with supplies 
at the UMCOR Depot in Baldwin, 
Louisiana. Jan Vauthrin and Mary 
Hurlbut made the trip to Louisiana 
this year to be there when the Iowa 
trucks arrived. Be sure to ask one of 
them about their amazing experience 
there.

St Paul’s 2016 contribution, which 
includes kit values as well as the 
toothpaste and postage expense, 
topped last year’s amount by $570!  
Thanks to all who sewed, donated, 
packed, gave, and prayed for the 
success of this very important 
and unique Iowa mission project.  
Together with fellow United 
Methodists around the state we will 
have gathered more than $1 million 
for mission in one day. Each dollar 
you contributed represents your 
tangible expression of love and care 
- the future recipients thank you 
immensely!

Ingathering Health & 
School Kits!
A great crowd of over 60 new and 
old servants gathered to assemble 
health and school kits on October 
16 for the Our BIG Service 
Project event.  We learned about 
where our kits go, who benefits, 
and how else we can serve in the 
world. Kids and adults worked to 
unpackage items, pack the kits for 
boxing, and ate together to share 
in a fun service afternoon. This is 
a wonderful place to invite friends 
and new people to meet others 
and work in community to spread 
God’s love. It is less intimidating 
than inviting to a worship service, 
and yet gives people a way to 
experience faith in a community of 
believers working as one. 



Dates to Know
Nov. 23> No TGIW

Nov. 27 > Children’s Pathfinders  
 Fun Day | 10:20 am

Dec. 4 > Children’s Christmas   
 Program Rehearsal
 10:20 am | TBD

Dec. 7 > Children’s Christmas   
 Program Rehearsal
 6:00-7:30 pm
 Sanctuary

Dec. 11 > No Sunday School

Dec. 11 > Children’s Christmas
 Program
 10:30 am | Sanctuary

Dec. 21> No TGIW

Dec. 24 > Family Christmas Eve   
 Worship Service
 4:30 pm | Sanctuary

Dec. 28> No TGIW
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Children’s Discipleship
Questions? Contact Pastor Keith at kpitts@stpaulsumc.org or 363-2058. 

As we continue in this transition 
year, the leadership team and I are 
very excited with the response of 
the children with the new things 
we have begun to implement.  
Just to put it on your radar on 
January 7-8, 2017 the FORGE 
(youth leadership small group) 
will be leading the first children’s 
ministries lock in here at the 
church. It will be a fun overnight 
event for our children. Please 
continue to lift our children’s 
ministries in prayer as we prepare 
for all that God wants to do in and 
through our children.

Children’s Christmas Program
The children will present “The 
Christmas Story: Jesus Christ 
is the Same--Yesterday, Today, 
and Forever!,” a play adapted 
from one written by Kendra 
Smiley, at 10:30 am on Sunday, 
December 11 in the Sanctuary. 
Come join them to hear the 
traditional Christmas story and 
it’s application for our lives today. 
There will be no Sunday School 
on this day. 

Matthew 19:14 
       ‘Allow the children to come 
to me,’ Jesus said. ‘Don’t forbid 
them, because the kingdom of 
heaven belongs to people like these 
children.’

Join us for the Children’s Christmas Program on Sunday, December 11, 2016 at 10:20 am in the Sanctuary.

Children’s Discipleship News
Just a few weeks ago we 
had our fall family fun day.  
Approximately 20 people, both 
parents and children, went to 
Valley View Baptist Church 
on Mt. Vernon Rd. It was a 
wonderful time of fun and 
fellowship as we played yard 
games, had s’mores, and walked 
the eleven acres of trails around 
the church. The weather was 
wonderful and it was a great 
opportunity for me to meet more 
of our children and their families.  



Adult Discipleship

Youth Discipleship
The youth department continues 
to be moving forward throughout 
construction. Club 56 has taken 
over the thrift mart closet and has 
made a type of clubhouse out of it. 
That ministry continues to grow 
and the youth are having a great 
time.  

Confirmation has twenty middle 
schoolers and they continue to 
be led in great ways by Lora Lea 
Edwards and the phenomenal team 
of adult leaders.  This month they 
will be going to a synagogue and 
are in preparations for their winter 
retreat.  

Senior high is working through 
Adam Hamilton’s Half Truths 
book study. Some of our senior 
higher’s are also in the FORGE 
preparing to be leaders in the 
youth ministry and in life. We are 
working through Dr. Tim Elmore’s 
Habitudes That form Leadership 
Attitudes and Habits. They are 
preparing for our annual New 
Years’ lock-in as well as the first 
children’s discipleship lock-in 
coming up in January.  
The youth ministry has also settled 
in on their plans for this summer’s 
mission trips. The youth from 
Club 56 through senior high will 

Youth News
be going to Solid Rock Camp in 
Mechanicsville, Iowa to build 
one to two new cabins and we 
are hoping to offer a two to three 
day summer camp for children 
in our church neighborhood for 
free. This will be a great way for 
us to live out our new vision as a 
church in our church community.  
Please continue to keep our youth 
and leaders in your prayers as we 
prepare for this new and exciting 
mission summer.

Blessings,  
Pastor Keith Pitts

Advent Small Group Studies 
It is time to 
prepare again! 
Advent is 
almost here and 
Underdogs & 
Outsiders by 
Tom Fuerst will 
prepare us for 
the good news 

of Advent by leading us through 
the  stories of the women in 
Jesus’ genealogy. Don’t miss this 
opportunity to gather with others 
to receive the surprising good 
news of God’s great story. Books 
cost $11, and can be ordered 
through the office. Please sign up 
at the Connection Center if you 
need a book, and contact Pastor 
Jonathan (jheifner@stpaulsumc.
org) if you are looking for help 
forming a small group. 

Advent Gatherings:  
Sanctuary Space for Your Soul 
Soul feeling worn out? Join 
Pastors Sherrie and Jonathan in 
the safety of guided small group 
conversations about the kinds of 
things that leave us weary and 
hopeful. Where: Meet in the 
Chapel and we’ll go from here to 
other spaces. When: 6:00-7:00 
pm, Wednesdays in Advent- 
November 30, December 7, 14, 
and 21.

Compass Advent Study  
Compass Advent Study is Down 
to Earth, by Mike Slaughter, 
who is the lead pastor at 
Ginghamsburg Church. We’ll 
explore what the Christmas 
miracle means to each of us. 
Using this story and Scripture, we 
will be challenged to respond 

during Advent with “down-to-
earth” love, humility, lifestyle, 
and obedience. Study begins 
November 27 and ends January l. 

Catadupa, Jamaica Mission 
St. Paul’s join us for a mission 
opportunity in Catadupa, Jamaica 
from June 24-July 1, 2017! 
Cost is approximately $1700 
(scholarship from Foundation 
possible fund raising to offset 
cost). Go to ExperienceMission.
com for more information. 
Contact Lee Ann Dielschneider 
with questions at 436-2964 or at 
bentonacre@msn.com. 
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St. Paul’s Christmas Giving Trees
Card Tree
For several years now we have 
placed a Christmas tree outside 
the office for Christmas cards 
in their envelopes to be placed 
there by anyone who chooses 
to do so.  All you have to do is 
say a few words and sign your 
name.  Congregational Care 
members will address these cards 
at their December 5 meeting so 
it is necessary to have them on 
the tree no later than Sunday, 
December 4.

These cards will be addressed 
to our members in care centers, 
assisted living places, and 
some residential places.  It is 
our way of saying that they are 
remembered and that God loves 

them.  Some of us who visit 
people in these places may be 
delivering the cards in person.
Thank you for doing this.  

Blessings, Elaine Oxenford

Angel Tree 
Be sure to check in the Parlor to 
get your Angel Tree child. Grab 
a name, and we’ll make this a 
special Christmas for one of our 
FOCUS children.

Hat & Mitten Tree
With cold weather on the way, 
bless our FOCUS children with 
children-sized hats and mittens. 
Let’s decorate the tree with signs 
of love that not only warm hearts 
but little hands and heads as well.

Untold Stories of Jesus’ Family Tree 
Advent 2016 Worship Series
November 27: 
Untold Stories of Jesus’ Family Tree: Tamar
December 4:
Untold Stories of Jesus’ Family Tree: Rahab
December 11: 
Untold Stories of Jesus’ Family Tree: Ruth
December 18: 
Untold Stories of Jesus’ Family Tree: Bathsheba
This year, as we prepare during this Advent season, in small 
groups and in our gathered worship, we will be digging 
in to the story of Jesus. But, this year we are looking in 
the unexpected parts of the story: the women of Jesus’ 
genealogy. In the midst of patriarchy, God’s story is the story 
of underdogs and outsiders. Join us as we consider these 
outsiders and underdogs:
Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, Bathsheba, and Mary.

We encourage you to prepare well with us by forming small 
groups to study Underdogs & Outsiders together. The book 
is $11 and can be purchased by signing up at the Connection 
Center or emailing Pastor Jonathan (jheifner@stpaulsumc.
org). And, if you need help forming a small group, Jonathan 
will help with that too.
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Sending

December 4, 2016: Christmas Dinner
December 18 & 25, 2016: Christmas Offering
January 8, 2017: Helping Hands
January 15, 2017: Human Relations
February 5, 2017: Food Bank
February 19, 2017: Mission of Hope
March 5, 2017: Neighborhood Meals
March 19, 2017: One Great Hour of Sharing

Upcoming Mission Partner Offerings

St. Paul’s to Host a Free 
Community Christmas Dinner
A Free Community Christmas Dinner for those in need 
and those who prefer not to spend Christmas Day alone 
will be served at St. Paul’s. The dinner will be served 
on Christmas Day continuously from 12:00-2:00 pm in 
the Wesley Center. Each family will receive a poinsettia 
and bag of groceries. Children will receive a special 
gift bag. In 2015, the dinner served over 290 patrons 
and delivered meals to 140 shut-ins. The need in the 
community is expected to be even greater this year. 

Volunteers are needed on Sunday, December 25. 
Activities include food preparation, musical groups, 
transportation and meal delivery, meal servers, and 
Wesley Center and Kitchen cleanup. Food donations, 
including beverages, cheese and sausage, canned goods, 
cleaning supplies, pies and cookies, are needed. Drivers 
are also needed on Saturday, December 24 to pick up 
food and flower donations from retailers.

The popular SPONSOR-A-TURKEY program will 
allow church members to sponsor a turkey for $15.00. 
The “sponsored” turkey will be served at the dinner. 
There are only 25 papers for sale, so be sure to get 
yours early. In addition, the SPONSOR-A-PIGLET 
program allows for the purchase of 20 hams for $15.00 
each. 

A special Christmas dinner offering will be on Sunday, 
December 4. A volunteer sign-up table will be in the 
church hallway between Sunday worship services, 
starting Sunday, December 4. Last year, 75 St. Paul’s 
members volunteered their time and many more made 

food donations. Please consider supporting this 
mission. You may also volunteer through United 
Way at 739-4211.

If you know of anyone who would like to attend the 
Christmas Dinner or are shut-ins that would like dinner 
delivered to their home, please have them contact 
United Way (739-4211 or 211) after December 5 to 
make reservations. Please do not call the church office 
to make reservations. 

Jim Milden
Sending to Serve

  
SPRINT Mission Partner Offering
Sunday, November 20, 2016

SPRINT is a St. Paul’s 
outreach ministry for 
neighborhood children 
and FOCUS families 
for over 20 years. The 
focus of this summer 
program is to serve the 
youth of the St. Paul’s 
neighborhoods. It is 
intended for ages 4-12 
and is a faith activity 
structured place where 

these kids can go for several hours each day during the 
summer. We participate in reading programs, go on 
field trips to various locations around the Cedar Rapids 
area, including a weekly trip to go swimming, and have 
the privilege to have several of the pastors from the 
church share the value of God with the children. The 
program is a completely free summer program with no 
cost to parents. In order to make this possible we have 
to rely on grants and donations. We would ask that you 
consider donating for this fabulous St. Paul’s program 
to help it grow and stay as an important part of the 
summer for the community.



Prayer Requests for this devotion of caring will be added upon request and updated weekly. Communicate 
by use of the prayer request boxes, phone 363-2058, use the Prayer Request form on our website stpaulsumc.org 
or email: silg@stpaulsumc.org. Include a permission to share with others, or a request for confidentiality.

Prayer
Prayer Devotions
        Your testimonies are righteous for ever; 
give me understanding that I may live.         

~ Psalm 119:144

Hear our prayers for…
 • Peace and reconciliation in   
  places of conflict throughout  
  the world and for those serving  
  through our military.
 • For new members and faith   
  friends of St. Paul’s. 
 • Those struggling with   
  addictions and mental health  
  issues.
 • Pray for our country during this  
  time of transition. For fears,  
  hopes, and peace.

Joys & Celebrations..
 • Christian marriage of Amber  
  Huckins & Issac Junk.

Continued healing & grace for...
 • Dwane Ziskovsky 
 • Harlan McCaw
 • June Kirkpatrick
 • Elias Macumi
 • Gloria Eells
 • Robert Ford
 • Jean Carley (Julie Carley)
 • David (neighbor of Pastor Keith)
 • Donna Meeks
 • Gloria Ford 
 • Vera Snow
 • Judy Franta
 • Willard Cheney (Helen)
 • Wilma Shadle
 • Pastor Mike Townsley of 
  Clover Ridge UMC in Walford
 • Marjorie Baker
 • Lillian Schuetzle
 • Robert Moore (Lee Moore’s father)
 • Marilyn Everett (Tamara Young)
 • Mathias Hakizimana
 • Dianne Berrett (Bob)

 • Nora Mae Vance (Al)
 • Wayne Dvorak
 • Mary Etta Pearson (Jean)
 • Jody Sloan
 • Barb Zahradnik (Bob)
 • Tracey O’Shea  
  (relative of Tamra Young)
 • Raine Allen (Dixie & Roger   
  Allen’s granddaughter)
 • Marty & Spence Grayson (Dave  
  Mahlke’s sister & brother-in-law)
 • Kristin Simon
 • Mina Arbore (John)
 • John McQuilkin
  (Jean Kwader’s father)
 • Mike Myers (Suzanne)
 • Isaiah Hatfield (premature infant  
  son of Anya & Elizabeth Hatfield,   
  grandson of Amy & Scott Bruner)
 • Ryan Vick
 • Pam Anslyn 
  (friend of Angela Stookey)
 • Heidi DeJong (Chaun)
 • Angela Stookey
 • Kris Yahn (Steve)
 • Quinn Anton Jensen 
  (Nancy & Brice AntonJensen’s son)
 • Matthew Hudson 
  (Fran Nathanson)
 • Anne Stavropoulos

Those under Hospice Care...
 • Herb Eckert
 • Corrine Smallridge 
  (Vicki Comer’s mother)
 • Betty Cuthbertson
 • Margaret Hebert

Memorial prayers for the 
families and friends of...
 • Barbara Baseman (Tyanna   
  Stephenson’s mother)
 • Lillian Neff
 • Lloyd “Bud” Cummings
 • Rev. Warren Webb (LuFern)

The Lord’s Prayer   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory forever. Amen.
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poinsettiasorder your

by November 30

contact church office for information

Honor the memory of loved ones 
for $10. Please call the church 
office at 363-2058 or by placing 
your check and order form in 
the collection plate on Sunday. 
Poinsettias will not be delivered 
and may be taken after the Sunday 
service December 25, 2016. Please 
return form and payment to church 
office. Deadline for orders is 
Wednesday, November 30. 



Etc.

Alternative Gift Mart
Do you ever wish to give a gift that really matters? A 
gift to honor a friend or relative? Saturday, December 3 
from 9:00 am-2:00 pm at the Prairiewoods Franciscan 
Spirituality Center (120 E Boyson Rd; Hiawatha). 
Give an alternative gift of food, medicine, livestock or 
education, in honor of a friend or relative.

SPRINT Hand Painted Christmas 
Ornament Fundraiser
Christmas ornaments with your choice of a hand 
painted poinsettias or St. Paul’s UMC steeple. 
Ornaments are $5 each and can be personalized. 
Contact Lu Wherry with questions at 319-929-0132. 
Sales will be held on Sundays, November 27 and 
December 4 in the hallway outside the Sanctuary.

Thursday, December 1, 2016
12:00 pm | Luncheon in the Wesley Center

1340 3rd Avenue | Cedar Rapids

You’re 
Invited 

to celebrate with 
United Methodist Women

Our Faith
Our Hope

Our Love in Action

RSVP at Circle Meetings or at 
office@stpaulsumc.org | 363.2058 by November 27
$4 Suggested Donation

• Thanking Our Church Staff
• Holiday Soup Lunch
• Music by Young at Harp

• Special Mission Recognition
• Reading Program Awards
• Installation of 2017 Officers

Fair Trade for Sale 
in Time for Christmas 
Sunday, November 20 from 8:00-11:00 am in the 
hallway on main floor. Items for sale will include 
jewelry, oven mitts, hot pads purses, women’s T’s and 
scarves as well as elephant poop paper products and 
more. Please come visit and look at our products. Fair 
Trade helps Prevent Human Trafficking and demands 
that workers get fair wages and safety recommendations 
are followed. Please help make a difference. Proceeds 
will also help fund Methodist missions in Iowa.

Hanging of the Greens on Sunday, November 20 
between 4:00-7:00 pm to help decorate St. Paul’s. Light 
refreshments will be provided. Feel free to bring a 
favorite snack or dish share.

    the
HANGING
    of the
GREENS

SUNDAY 
November 20, 2016

4:00 PM



Caring
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Advent
During Advent, we will 
be offering consecrated 
communion to those who are 
homebound or unable to attend 
church. Volunteers are needed 
to offer the communion 
elements. Written scripts are 
available and the elements 
are packaged so they are 

not perishable. If anyone is willing to participate you 
will be given a list of 3-5 names to contact after the 
Consecration service in early December. If you are 
willing to participate or know of names of people that 
might appreciate being recipients please contact Mary 
Horn at 319-395-7290 or at fmhorn01@aol.com.

Health Notes
We all know that exercise is good for your body. 
However, there is mounting evidence that exercise 
slows cognitive decline and may reduce the risk of 
dementia. Several studies done on young adults have 
determined that doing aerobic exercise shortly before 
taking a test improves reaction time and performance. 
More recent studies indicate that older brains get the 
same benefits from exercise as younger ones. A 2015 
study done on age 60-75 year old women looked 
at 20 minutes of moderate cycling and 20 minutes 
of vigorous cycling. Both groups improved their 
performance,  but moderate exercise worked about as 
well as the more intense workout. YEA!! The next time 
you’re facing a challenge, take a brisk walk beforehand. 
Better yet, make that walk a daily practice. You may 
be increasing your chances of preserving your mental 
capacity for years to come.

Mary Horn, Parish Nurse

A young woman confidently 
walked around the room while 
leading and explaining stress 
management to an audience with 
a raised glass of water. Everyone 
knew she was going to ask the 
ultimate question, ‘half empty 
or half full?’ She fooled them 
all...“How heavy is this glass of 
water?” she inquired with a smile. 
Answers called out ranged from 8 
oz. to 20 oz. 
 
She replied, “The absolute weight 
doesn’t matter. It depends on how 
long I hold it. If I hold it for a 
minute, that’s not a problem. If 
I hold it for an hour, I’ll have an 
ache in my right arm.
 
If I hold it for a day, you’ll have 
to call an ambulance. In each case 
it’s the same weight, but the longer 
I hold it, the heavier it becomes.” 
She continued, “and that’s the 
way it is with stress. If we carry 
our burdens all the time, sooner 
or later, as the burden becomes 

increasingly heavy, we won’t be 
able to carry on.”
 
“As with the glass of water, you 
have to put it down for a while 
and rest before holding it again. 
When we’re refreshed, we can 
carry on with the burden - holding 
stress longer and better each 
time practiced. So, as early in the 
evening as you can, put all your 
burdens down. Don’t carry them 
through the evening and into the 
night.  
 
 1 Accept the fact that some days you’re  
  the pigeon and some days you’re the  
  statue!
 2 Always keep your words soft and  
  sweet just in case you have to eat  
  them.
 3 Always read stuff that will make you  
  look good if you die in the middle of  
  it.
 4 Drive carefully... It’s not only cars  
  that can be recalled by their Maker.
 5 If you can’t be kind, at least have the  
  decency to be vague.
 6 If you lend someone $20 and never  
  see that person again, it was probably  
  worth it.

Stress Management
 7 It may be that your sole purpose in  
  life is simply to serve as a warning to  
  others.
 8 Never buy a car you can’t push.
 9 Never put both feet in your mouth at  
  the same time, because then you 
  won’t have a leg to stand on.
 10 Nobody cares if you can’t dance well.  
  Just get up and dance.
  11 Since it’s the early worm that gets  
  eaten by the bird, sleep late.
 12 The second mouse gets the cheese.
 13 When everything’s coming your way,  
  you’re in the wrong lane.
 14 Birthdays are good for you. The more  
  you have, the longer you live.
 15 Some mistakes are too much fun to  
  make only once.
 16 We could learn a lot from crayons.  
  Some are sharp, some are pretty and  
  some are dull.Some have weird names  
  and all are different colours, but they  
  all have to live in the same box.
 17 A truly happy person is one who can  
  enjoy the scenery on a detour.
 18 Have an awesome day and know that  
  someone has thought about you today.

AND MOST IMPORTANTLY
 19 Save the earth...it’s the only planet  
  with chocolate!



Building Renovation Activity has Ramped Up!
Can you feel the forward motion?  
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Forward in Faith

Main Level looking towards the old nurseryNorth Side of building,  new main entrance opening

Forward Motion
We’re well into demolition mode, 
and will continue to be for several 
more weeks.  Current focus is on 
the interior, plus the North (alley 
side) exterior wall where our new 
main entry will be (see photo).  
The recent mild weather has been 
a real blessing!

You’ll be pleased and thrilled 
when you see how much daylight 
the walls of windows bring to the 
main floor welcoming area and 
the adult ministry space directly 
above.  These spaces will be truly 
welcoming! 

For those who have expressed 
some concern, there will be 
United Methodist ‘Cross and 
Flame’ signage on both the south 
and north exterior walls near the 
new entrances.

A look back:  remember that 
we’ve actually accomplished 
quite a bit already:  new 
underground electrical service 
and switch gear, elimination 
of alley power poles, asbestos 

abatement, and the major ‘move-
out’ so construction work could 
commence.

We offer our sincere thanks to 
members whose contributions are 
up to date with their Forward in 
Faith pledge.  If you are able to 
accelerate your contributions for 
the balance of your pledge, this 
will help minimize the amount 
of money we’ll need to borrow 
during the construction phase, 
thereby reducing interest expense.  

If your contributions are not up to 
date with the Forward in Faith 
pledge you made, now would be 
a great time to make that happen.  
If you have not yet made a pledge 
to this exciting project, this would 
be a great time to do so!

Here we go!  Be “flexible”.  
We’re moving Forward in Faith!  

North side of building, jack hammers 
beginning the opening of the new entrance
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Comments from Garr Hintz
Church Business Administrator

Pledges for 2017 
We continue to receive pledge cards for 2017 and ask that you consider 
your financial gift to St. Paul’s for 2017 if you have not yet returned 
your card. I will be working on the overall budget during the balance of 
November with a report to the Ministry of Finance later this month and 
ultimately the Church Council for review and acceptance. Through pledges 
already received we are seeing an upswing in gifts with the potential to 
move the overall budgetary process in a very positive manner. 

Ministry of Finance
October: There is positive information for October in that the amount 
budgeted as a shortfall for the month - $25,033.59 is not a shortfall at 
all but rather a margin of $15,285.82. Overall revenue is at $117,560.98 
compared to budget expectations of $94,889.67. For October contributions 
exceeded the budget by nearly $5,000. On the expense side for the month, 
the budget reflected an amount of $119,923.26 while actual figures are 
only at $102,275.16.  So, the combination of revenue higher than budget 
and expense lower than budgeted by produced an overall revenue over 
expenses (margin) of $40,316.41.    
Year-to-date: The contributions/income, buoyed by the Double Blessing 
Match, through October (which are shown in the graph) are at $936,612.05 
compared to a budgeted amount of $991,776.66; 94.44% of what was 
anticipated. Year-to-date expenses are at 98.16% of budget; $1,124,734.27 
actual compared to a budgeted figure of $1,145,782.48. This brings the 
year-to-date shortfall to $188,122.22 where we budgeted a shortfall of 
$154,005.82. Contributions – the sum of pledged/non-pledged contribution 
year-to-date were budgeted at $779,873 with actual contributions 
received of $725,686.23, a difference of $54,186.77.

The Mission Partner offering 
received since the last Outlook are 
as follows: 
• Family Promise - $325
• Food Bank - $576

The next Special Offerings will 
be taken on November 20 for 
SPRINT with the December 4 
being the day when contributions 
are received in support of the 
Christmas Dinner.

Giving & Expenses 2016 Year to DateApportionments 
Starting with this month’s Outlook 
I am including a pie graph that 
shows our total apportionments - 
$202,067 and the segment of the 
pie representing the contributions 
that have been submitted thus far 
for 2016 - $52,661.42.       
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