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Faith Baptist Church (Titusville, Florida)— 06/28/2020 
 
 

Introduction: 
1. This is my hope.... That God’s people would become servants. 
a. “Let us serve the Lord!” 

2. “Are you willing to be a servant?” 
3. Serving has to do with giving yourself to the interests of someone other 

than yourself. If you prefer to have something, but leave its pursuit in order 
to help another acquire what benefits them—that would be service. 

4. Illustration: 
a. It is like when God tells you to leave your comfort zone in order to go 

to a place where God will use you. That would be serving. 
b. It is like when God tells you to lead His people out of bondage so that 

they can be free. That would be serving. 
c. It is like when God tells you to stand up to godless people in order to 

speak His truth—like a prophet. That would be serving. 
d. It is like when God tells you to carry His Child in your womb for 9 

months so that the world could have a Savior. That would be serving. 
e. It is like when the Savior is hanging on the cross with the life seeping 

out of Him and He says, “I am thirsty.” And you run to get Him some 
thing to drink—now…. That would be serving Jesus. 

5. I would like to speak to you today on this subject— Be a Servant 
a. Be Serving 

6. Please turn in your Bibles to John 13 
7. Context: A day of selfishness and pride. 

 
John 13:1, Now before the feast of the 
passover, when Jesus knew that His hour was 
come that He should depart out of this world 
unto the Father, having loved His own which 
were in the world, He loved them unto the 
end. 
2. And supper being ended, the devil having 
now put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, 
Simon's son, to betray Him; 3 Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things 
into His hands, and that He was come from God, and went to God; 4 He riseth 
from supper, and laid aside his garments; and took a towel, and girded himself. 5 
After that he poureth water into a bason, and began to wash the disciples' feet, 
and to wipe them with the towel wherewith He was girded.  
 
Psalm 119:18, Open my eyes, that I may see Wondrous things from Your law.  
NKJV 
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Be a Servant 

I. The Servant 

A. Explanation: John 13:4, He riseth from supper, and laid aside His 
garments; and took a towel, and girded Himself. 5 After that He poureth 
water into a bason, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them 
with the towel wherewith He was girded. 

1. 13:4 Jesus arose from supper and laid aside His garments. 
2. 13:4 He took a servant’s towel and wrapped it around Himself. 
3. 13:5 He poured water into a basin and washed the disciples’ 
feet. He also used His towel to wipe their feet. 
4. 13:5 Jesus the Son of God is a servant? 

B. “In seeing the infinitely great and important Jesus serve, there 
must not be any such thing as too great or too important to serve.” 
C. Explanation: John 13:16, Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is 
not greater than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent 
him. 

1. 13:16 The servant is not greater than his master. 
2. 13:16 The one who is sent is not greater than his sender. 

D. “Are you too good to be a servant? Are you better than Jesus?” 
E. [Jesus] came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to 
give His life a ransom for many. ~ Jesus in Matthew 20:28 
F. “Selfishness is the great enemy of service. We are many of us 
too self-absorbed to give ourselves to anything other than self.” 
G. Illustration 

1. You may have heard the story of two friends who met for dinner 
in a restaurant. Each requested a fish filet, and after a few minutes 
the waiter came back with their order. Two pieces of fish, a large and 
a small, were on the same platter. One of the men proceeded to 
serve his friend. Placing the small piece on a plate, he handed it 
across the table. 
2. “Well, you certainly do have nerve!” exclaimed his friend. 
3. “What’s troubling you?” asked the other. 
4. “Look what you’ve done,” he answered. “You’ve given me the 
little piece and kept the big one for yourself.” 
5. “How would you have done it?” the man asked. His friend 
replied, “If I were serving, I would have given you the big piece.” 
6. “Well,” replied the man, “I’ve got it, haven’t I?” At this, they both 
laughed. (Our Daily Bread, August 11, 1992) 

H. Application 
1. "The measure of success is not the number of people who 
serve you, but the number of people you serve." ~ John Maxwell 
2. Do you want even to serve something other than yourself? 
3. Ask God to give you a servant’s heart!  
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Be a Servant 

(I.) The Servant 

II. The Sacrifice 

A. Explanation: John 13:4, He riseth from supper, and laid aside His 
garments; and took a towel, and girded Himself.  

1. 13:4 Jesus arose from supper and laid aside His garments. 
2. 13:4 He took a servant’s towel and wrapped it around Himself. 

B. Explanation: John 13:6, Then cometh He to Simon Peter: and Peter 
saith unto Him, Lord, dost Thou wash my feet? 7 Jesus answered and said 
unto him, What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter. 8 
Peter saith unto Him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, 
If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with Me. 9 Simon Peter saith unto Him, 
Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head. 

1. 13:6-9 Peter contended with Jesus about serving him—he 
eventually yielded. 

C. “Servants make sacrifice. That is not sad; it is commendable. 
We don’t stop them; we don’t pity them; we admire them!” 
D. The sacrifice of your service…. 

1. Will lead you away from comforts and conveniences. 
2. Will mean laying aside things that rightfully belong to you. 
3. Will involve doing some things that others should have done. 
4. Will be hard work and perhaps even demeaning. 
5. Will be unappreciated and unnoticeable to some people. 
6. Will be misunderstood by some and even resisted. 
7. Will compel you to serve some that will never serve you back 
and may even hurt you later. (13:10, “Not all are clean.”) 

E. Illustration: Serving is a waste? Don’t tell a mother that she wasted 
her health when she carried her baby to term. Don’t tell a father he wasted 
his long hours to get his children to better schools. Don’t tell a soldier that 
he wasted his blood that was poured out on the battle field! 
F. “Among the reasons our country is losing its way is because we 
are lifting up the takers instead of appreciating the sacrifice of those 
who have given their very lives so that the rest of us might be free!” 
G. Illustration: Luke’s account of this same passage includes some 
of the table talk. Luke 22:24, [They argued with each other about] which of 
them should be accounted the greatest. 25 And [Jesus said,] The kings of 
the Gentiles exercise lordship over them; and they that exercise authority 
upon them are called benefactors. 26 But you shall not be so: but he that is 
greatest among you, …and he that is chief, [let him be] as he that serves. 
H. Application: Jesus is talking about His sacrifice—and His followers 
are talking about who will be the greatest! (Has this changed?)  
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Be a Servant 

(I.) The Servant 

(II.) The Sacrifice 

III. The Satisfaction 

A. Explanation: John 13:12, So after He had washed their feet, and had 
taken His garments, and was set down again, He said unto them, Know ye 
what I have done to you? 13 Ye call Me Master and Lord: and ye say well; 
for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye 
also ought to wash one another's feet. 15 For I have given you an example, 
that ye should do as I have done to you. …17 If ye know these things, 
happy are ye if ye do them. 

1. 13:12 Jesus sat down again at the table when He was done. 
2. 13:12 He asked if they understood what He had done to them. 
3. 13:13 He is the Lord, but that does not keep Him from serving. 
4. 13:14 If He is our teacher and our Lord, then we should serve 
also. 
5. 13:15 Jesus is our example; we should follow Him. 
6. 13:17 We will be blessed if you serve others in this way. 
7. Hebrews 12:2, Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of 
our faith; Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne 
of God. 

B. “The servant understands that there are causes that are bigger 
than he is. He believes that he will be glad that he gave himself to 
these causes.” 
C. The blessings of your service:  

1. The satisfaction that God has called you. John 13:2, And 
supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of Judas 
…to betray Him; 3 Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things 
into His hands, and that He was come from God, and went to God; 
2. The satisfaction that your service has been used by God to 
minister cleansing to and make a difference in others. John 13:5-11 
3. The satisfaction that others will follow your example and also 
discover the blessings of serving causes greater than themselves. 
John 13:15-17 

D. Illustration: JOY 
1. Serve Jesus 
2. Serve Others 
3. Serve Yourself 

E. Illustration: She Will Rejoice in Time to Come Proverbs 31:25, 
Strength and honor are her clothing; and she shall rejoice in time to come. 
F. Application: You will be so glad you served! 

1. Give yourself to serving causes greater than yourself!  
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Conclusion—Review: Be a Servant 

(I.) The Servant 

(II.) The Sacrifice 

(III.) The Satisfaction 

1. Slap the helmet— You can do this! 
a. Ask God to make you into a servant! 
b. Be willing to give up what you intended to take for yourself! 
c. Look forward to the joy that is set before you! 

2. “Are you willing to be a servant?” 
3. Illustration: Jeremiah’s servant Baruch 

a. Jeremiah 45:2, Thus saith the LORD, the God of Israel, unto thee, O 
Baruch; 3 Thou didst say, Woe is me now! for the LORD hath added 
grief to my sorrow; I fainted in my sighing, and I find no rest. 4 Thus 
shalt thou say unto him, The LORD saith thus; Behold, that which I 
have built will I break down, and that which I have planted I will pluck 
up, even this whole land. 5 And seekest thou great things for thyself? 
seek them not: for, behold, I will bring evil upon all flesh, saith the 
LORD: but thy life will I give unto thee for a prey in all places whither 
thou goest. 

b. Is it time to seek great things for yourself? 
4. Illustration: During his reign, King Frederick William III of Prussia found 

himself in trouble. Wars had been costly, and in trying to build the nation, 
he was seriously short of finances. He couldn't disappoint his people, and 
to capitulate to the enemy was unthinkable. After careful reflection, he 
decided to ask the women of Prussia to bring their jewelry of gold and silver 
to be melted down for their country. For each ornament received, he 
determined to exchange a decoration of bronze or iron as a symbol of his 
gratitude. Each decoration would be inscribed, "I gave gold for iron, 18l3." 
The response was overwhelming. Even more important, these women 
prized their gifts from the king more highly than their former jewelry. The 
reason, of course, is clear. The decorations were proof that they had 
sacrificed for their king. Indeed, it became unfashionable to wear jewelry, 
and thus was established the Order of the Iron Cross. Members wore no 
ornaments except a cross of iron for all to see. When Christians come to 
their King, they too exchange the flourishes of their former life for a cross. 
Lynn Jost 

5. “We give it all up for You, King Jesus! We want to serve You!” 
6. Bow your heads with me please. 

 
Invitation— 

1. Salvation: Are you saved? 
2. Surrender: What stands in the way of your service? 
3. Service: Commit yourself to serving Jesus. He is the greatest cause! 


