Bible Study



Authority Part- 2 of 4

       Jesus triumphs over the devil 

God is all-powerful and has all ultimate authority and sovereignty. From last time, we discussed 

the fall of satan and how he was cast down and out of Heaven, as was discussed in Isaiah 14 and 

Ezekiel 28. Resultant of Adam and Eve giving away our God given authority to the adversary, it 

has placed mankind in a vicious power struggle ever since. However, the Lord has given this 

authority back to us through the cross, and as a result, the battle to enforce the decree has 

ensued, but let us not forget, the battle is not ours, but the Lords.

Note; I have shared this four () part series in Bible Studies, Churches and Jails since 2009. 

Everyone agrees, it is a subject the Church (individual level as well) needs to embrace. 

A] I Cor. 15:45-47; The 1st Adam earthy, the last Adam, or 2nd Adam is Heavenly, Christ.  

1] The time between Adam and Christ’ birth was approximate 4000 years.

a] Review; In Genesis 1:28; God blessed them (Adam and Eve, A&E) and gave them dominion (authority) over everything on the earth, under the seas and all that flies upon the earth. 

b] The devil was lurking around the garden when God declared those words. He know doubt thought, wait a minute, God kicked me out of Heaven, now He’s giving my planet away to some new creature called man. He may well have felt threatened to be invaded like that. 

P.S. I was watching a TV Pastor a couple of years ago sharing some of the same material I’m sharing with you now. I thought it uncanny how he seems to phrase things very much the same way I do. That’s what happens when you read and study from the same source material, the Bible.  

c] It was upon that backdrop the devil devised a plan, to “legally” get this dominion (authority) away from A & E (man) for his own purposes. 

b] Genesis 3:5; and ye shall be as gods, the biggest lie ever told, even now a days

1] As a result for falling for that line, man (A & E) gave away their dominion and authority to the devil ----- legally. 

c] However; per our opening verse; a 2nd Adam shows up. The 1st Adam failed, the last one can’t. 

B] Luke 4: 1-6 Temptations of Christ. From the on-set of Jesus’ ministry, These temptations very 

much mirrored what the devil used the 1st time with Eve in the garden

1] Verse-2; Being tempted 40 days of the devil. (40 most always equates to a time of testing), 

2] Jesus was not excluded. Heb 4:15; He was tempted in all parts, such we are, 

but without sin. 

a] Did not the devil know who he had here? Bet on it. Why would he kill all the infant children at Christ’ birth two and under? He was hoping to kill the Lord. 

If you fall (Christ) you fail, and the devil gets to keep his (your, our) authority that was gave to him by A & E.  

3] Verse-6; many wonder if the devil had the goods to give. You can bet on that too, or why else offer them.  The devil said; all this “authority” will I give You, (Jesus). Notice the Lord didn’t challenge him on that, it had to have been true. 

4] Verse-7; If the 2nd Adam bowed it had the potential to change the Power Structure in Heaven. Very scary thought. Think about that, (God the Father, Jesus, Holy Spirit; imagine the devil in the equation somehow legally).

a] So we can see where the authority comes into play now and why the devil will as they say, fight you tooth and nail to keep you from exercising it and far too often keeping people from even the knowledge of it. 

5] Luke 4:6; the devil talking, All this “power” will I give You, to (Christ) 


a] The word used is actually “authority” this is huge. 

b] Authority in the Greek Strongs Concordance is # 1849 is “exousia” equates to a, authority to perform. Definition =  power, authority, the right to control or govern, jurisdiction, dominion, a ruler, plus more.   

1] That is exactly what was lost in the beginning, (govern and dominion) and what the Lord was going to get back of which the devil don’t want to have happen.

2] In the end the Lord passed all the tests, ultimately dying on the Cross of Calvary to get back all the devil stole legally against this formidable foe.

3] These next verses reveal the extent of that victory.  

C] Ephesains 4:7-8; when He ascended on high, (who? Christ!) He led (Jesus) captivity, captive

1] In other words, Christ won the battle at the Cross, not the devil. Christ led the devil and his group captive, TAB, The Amplified Bible says; He led a train of vanquished foes.

It doesn’t sound like the devil won to me. Although far too many act like he did. 

 2] AMP Bible; Colossians 2:9-10; For in Him (Christ) dwells “all the fullness” of the Godhead bodily. 

a]Verse 9; All the fullness dwells in Christ, (whole fullness of Deity) It was conferred upon Him from God as He was exalted “on high” by God the Father.  

b] Verse 10; Christ is the head of all principality and power, (devil didn’t win), as Christ won the battle of authority and so much more. 

1] Christ was the champion in the battle for, not only the souls of man, but in bringing back the prime directive from the beginning, to have and exercise authority and dominion on/to planet earth. 

c] So; Jesus is the rightful owner of this power and authority, as He legally took it back at the Cross. 

d] I Cor. 2:8; which none of the princes of this world knew, for had they known it, they would not have killed the Lord of Glory. Check out preceding verses as well

In other words, the devil messed up killing the Lord, in so doing it brought his own destruction. 

6] KJV Ephesians 1: 17-23, more on the power flow from Heaven down to us.

a] AMP Bible; Verse-22-23; For in that body lives the full measure of Him who makes everything complete! 


1] And we are “in Him”, as a part of the Living Body of Christ. 

2] As a result of being “In Him”, we are not our own, or do we operate out of our own strength. 

7] John 15: 12; Greater works (the very works that Jesus did) shall “you” do, because I go to the Father. More on this great truth in subsequent parts of our study.


a] Why? The promise of the Holy Spirit and being empowered


b] And Christ reigns from a position of Authority, the Right Hand of the Father! 

c] Unless the Church gets hold of these facts, (greater works) not much work will be done, but when they do look out devil.

8] Mark 16:17; And these signs shall follow “them that believe”, In my name, (authority to perform) they shall cast out devils (power to perform). 

a] When we realize that authority and dominion has been restored back to us in the Church, the Body of Christ, these signs will follow. Are you one of “Them that Believe”? That’s the qualifier. 

1] Luke 10: 17; devil on the run, deaf hear, eyes are opened, lepers cleaned, dead are raised. Is this not what the Lord did? 

a] Luke 10:19b; Post mission words of the Lord.  I give unto power over all the power of the enemy. That’s right, he’s under your feet just like the old song says. 

2] This was to be a foretaste of what would become a reality after the Cross, not just for a select few, but all.  

3] Was not this to be the plan as demonstrated by the Apostles but even after the Lord went back to Heaven? Say yes it was!

a] The devil and his bunch had been running roughshod over folks for millennia, but his days were numbered.

b] So ask yourself, do you think the devil would like people to read and receive the truth or stay blind. 

9] In conclusion; what do we have so far?

a] The devil and his bunch don’t have a lock on the “power and authority” any more, although as far as many are concerned he still does.

b] Remember John 10:10b, the devil steals, kills, and destroys, that’s his mission statement. Now I remember why I need to exercise my authority over this guy. 

c] Hosea; 4:6; My people perish for a lack of knowledge. 


1] The battle to enforce the decree (it is written, New Covenant) has ensued, but let us not forget, the battle is not ours, but the Lords.

2] I’m so tired of seeing the Body of Christ get beat up, dear Christian brothers and sisters still defeated, sickly, no power and all the while Christ was victorious, He won so we could win the battles for our life.  

“footnote” 

# If you feel this outline has enriched you in some way, please drop this Ministry a line to let us know on our Contact Page, Blessings, Pastor Tom.  
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