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Demonstration of Authority

This segment will shed light on the spiritual side of the battle lines a bit more. As the enemy 

cloaks himself in darkness, whether that be absence of light or spiritual darkness he makes for a 

formidable foe. As we all know Jesus exercised authority over the devil during His Ministry, but 

the idea wasn’t for Him to stay here and do it all. The passing of the “mantle” was to take place.

A] Mark 1;21-28; Jesus’ 1st year of ministry, (Or the year of inauguration as called) The Lord 

establishes “His Authority” from the on-set of His ministry. Be sure to read these verses 

carefully, I like the KJV of the Bible, the Amplified is good as well. 

1] Verse 21; On the Sabbath Day, He (Jesus) went into the Synagogue and taught. 

On the Sabbath, and in Church/equvlnt. The devil/demon spirit didn’t have a problem being in Church on the Lord’s day it would seem, go figure. 

a] This account has so much depth, it pre-supposes a demonic influence, of not just the devil himself. His presence cloaked from the obvious eyesight of those present, a hindering effect in the service of which all were not aware of it’s source or origin, plus much more insight that could be derived from the account. 

b] No doubt this guy in our story may well have been a regular to God’s House.

2] Verse 22; The devil didn’t/doesn’t have a problem with the Rabbi/Priest/you/anybody reading the Word to him it would seem, (Torah Scroll in this case). Facts from the account speaking for themselves.

3] Verse 22: But what the devil didn’t like was the Authority associated with the ministered Word brought by the Lord!  The super charging of God’s Word through the Holy Spirit’s activity/anointing. The Lord commanded authority in His area of influence. 

(More on this later) 

a] As we know the Word of God is not an accumulation of words, like a dictionary or novel. It is the “Authoritative Word of God”. 

b] There was a “powerful anointing” upon the Lord as He ministered the Word spoken. Jesus ministered in the same anointing which is available to everyone of us, just not at the same level you can be sure. 

c] Just a thought, why didn’t the Rabbi of that Synagogue pick up on this guy with the unclean spirit/s? The same reason exists today in far too many Churches, NO anointing. It takes serious prayer, and the Holy Spirit’s empowering. 

4] Verse 27; For with “authority” commandeth He unclean spirits and they obey Him. (Read this in the NIV) The present assembly made a good observation of that fact. 

5] Isa. 10:27; So, The yoke is destroyed because of the anointing. (When your possessed, you are under a yoke, when you are sick, when you are anything of the devil, you are under a yoke). But it, the yoke can be destroyed by anointing of the Lord.  

a] I John 2:20; But you have an “unction” or “anointing and you know all

things. Like in this case who’s possessed and who’s not, and the devil knows who’s powered up `and who’s not you can bet on that. 

b] So, what do we have, Jesus could well have read some of the same words the Rabbi/Priest read from the Scroll, (Word of God). The difference is the Authority behind them. It’s the same with us! This is Ministry level material. 

c] This is one huge reason why people can go to Church messed up and leave the same way. A serious lack of understanding of what the Lord has done for us in implementing the power and authority. 

Note; it’s not just sermons but demonstration of  “Power” (Paul) I Cor 2:4

1] So what can we conclude? Jesus goes to Church, runs the devil off, preaches Word, people are delivered and blessed and then goes about His business. That’s what I call, business as usual, (the way it’s supposed to be). 

B] Luke 8:22; In His 2nd year of ministry (His year of popularity) The Lord arises and establishes 

His Authority over elements; 

1] Verse 25; Where is your faith? Jesus intimates that the Disciples have been with Him long enough to have done the same thing by now. (Lord help us).

2] The Lord makes a good point, just how long does it take to become effective, empowered, useful. Surely not 30 or 40 years.  

C] Math 10:1: Luke 9:1; This account takes place in His 3rd year, (year of opposition) So The 

Lord, sends out the “inner circle” the twelve (12) Disciples. While He Himself is the nucleus of  

“The Circle”, In a place of instruction and observation. 

1] The (graduating class) is fixing to give the devil a “foretaste” of what’s to come, that is, your control days are numbered. The graduating class had about 3 years to get this down pat.

2] Verse Math 10:1: And when He had called unto Him His Twelve Disciples, He gave them “power” against unclean spirits to cast them out and to heal all manner of sickness and disease. This word “power” here is actually translated authority. 

a] Math10: verse 1 and 8; heal the sick, cleanse the leper, raise the dead, cast out devils, freely you have received, freely give. 

This is some of the very things the devil is up to in this world and has been putting on defenseless folks for a long time. (But that’s fixing to change)   

b] The Lord was giving “The Church” a glimpse of the permanent power of which was to come after He ascended back on high. (Heaven)   

D] Luke 10:1, &19; The Lord sends out the “outer circle”, The seventy (70). With the same 

exact mandate. Go into the towns and cities and do what the Apostles did. Jesus powered them 

up with the exact same power and authority. Amen 

1] Luke 10:17: And they (70) returned with “joy” after the Missions trip, Saying, even the devils are subject to “us” through thy name, (the demons were on the run). So, this answers the question of “Did/does it work”? The Word says it did. It was/is the God given power and authority that sets the captive free. 

a] This was all about Divine instructions being given to the Disciples inner and outer circle before the Lord departed back to Glory.

b] If these accounts were not to continue after the Lord left to go back to Glory, He would never have provided the instructions in the first place. 

c] I say it again, It’s all about power and authority. An example, a policeman 

wears badge, it is a badge of authority. He operates in “delegated authority”, the City he represents stands behind him in his execution of duty. The policeman understands that and so do we. That is what we the child of God has “delegated authority” from the God of Heaven. The devil knows it, but do we know it? Do we walk in that authority? 

I like to add a little humor, What do they call a Florida Policeman in Europe on vacation? A tourist! Unlike the policeman, as long as I’m on planet earth, I’m not on vacation. 

E] Mark 16:15-22; And these signs shall follow them that believe. Notice who this group is that 

is being addressed. 

1] And these signs shall follow “Them that Believe”. That’s “us”, the Church, the Body of Christ. 

2] Do we see the “progressive flow of power/authority”? 

a] 1st it’s Jesus,   

b] 2nd Luke 91; Inner group of 12, 

c] 3rd Luke 10;1; The outer group of 70

d] 4th Now all are included that name The Name of Christ as Lord. 

F] Acts 5: 12-16; “Post” Resurrection Power and Authority by the Disciples. The mandate is still 

valid, go and do what I showed and empowered you to do. 

1] Verse- 15; And they brought forth the sick into the streets, 

2] Verse 16b; And they were healed everyone. Business as usual, devil and his bunch still on the run. 

3] When these verses were penned, the Lord was gone back to Heaven. The devil may have thought, good riddance, but guess what, the work continued on. Even greater works as the Lord had said. 

4] Are we able to process all this, and the implications of what it means to us in our day and time? 

a] Can we believe we can do the same thing (Not necessarily at the same level)?

b] I can tell you this, if the Church gets a hold of this look out devil. 

c] Back to our text; Notice the 3 groups in this account, (actually more than 3).

1] Verse 15; 1st, “They” brought forth the sick. (Folks that had no power)



a] Remember the guys who brought the guy to the roof in Mark 2:4


2] Verse 15; 2nd Folks that were helpless, devil controlled, oppressed, the 

(over-powered)




a] There are always victims, time to arise and be the victor.

3] Verse 16; 3rd The shadow of Peter passing by, And they were all healed everyone. (the em-powered) 

a] There it is, the pattern, we in past time probably were one of these first two types, but no more, we have been “Empowered”. 

b] So, Yes the Church is here and there is help and hope, and Power and Authority. Are you ready to put the devil and his bunch to flight?

“footnote” 

# If you feel this outline has enriched you in some way, please drop this Ministry a line to let us know on our Contact Page, Blessings, Pastor Tom
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