




 Jerusalem’s Gates
I shared this word at a local Church some time back. I believe it would be of benefit to the Body of Christ at large. As always, the verbal message has much more in content as the written outline below. This material has been reformatted to fit intended audience. With that, it highly advisable to follow along in your Bible as to where and how a certain truth was obtained.

A] Nehemiah 1:3 & 4 and 3:1-32. Please read along in your Bible; Gates of Jerusalem.. 

1] This account takes place around 446 BC. Nehemiah is a cupbearer to the King of Persia at the time of this account. Word has come to him concerning the condition of the gates and walls surrounding Jerusalem. All of which are

destroyed, hence a rebuilding project ensues. 
Note; Some of these gates around Jerusalem have been renamed from time to time over many centuries since. However; for our study and pertinence to the uniqueness of the layout of these gates in Nehemiah’s day and time make for great lessons of types and shadows concerning truths in the Word of God. 
2] As we read, Nehemiah got word that the walls around Jerusalem had not been rebuilt. So, a building project was on order. 

3] However; is it possible that these walls and gates that were to be rebuilt, have a hidden meaning within them? 

4] Could it also be that the Lord may have revealed a plan of restoration, maybe even a plan of salvation within the layout these gates for future posterity. After all, the Jews would go through these doors a gazillion times, of which portrayed a bigger truth, Christ is the Door, John 10:7. 

5] One more thought; a clue perhaps, these walls and gates provided access to not only Jerusalem but the Temple and compound within as well. 
6] Our journey around the Gates of Jerusalem has to start somewhere, like our walk with God had a beginning. 
a] Neh. 3:1; the Sheep Gate; it’s the first (1st) gate listed and the first place construction was listed to be performed. It’s also the first gate in order of their layout. 

1] Back then Sheep and lambs were led through this gate of old for sacrificial purposes. And that purpose was to be an offering, the blood of an innocent lamb, for the sins of the people. 
2] How does this affects us is? Our walk with the Lord, doesn’t start until we have an encounter with the Sheep Gate, none other than the Lord Jesus Christ; the Lamb slain before the foundation of the earth. Rev. 13:8

3] John would say in John 1:29; Behold the Lamb which taketh away the sin of the world! 

4] So, the “first gate”, is our first step, if you are to be a Christian, it has to start here. Acts 4:12; neither is there salvation in any other name under Heaven. 

b] Verse 3; the Fish Gate is next;

1] Mathew 4:19; the idea was to become fishers of men, (not just the Apostles) and as a matter of fact, it was also to become the symbol of New Testament Christianity. 

a] Was not Simon Peter called to be a fisher of men before he became a fisher of men? Make no mistake, we are all fishers of men, it’s part of the call. 
2] Ephesians 4:12, For the perfecting of the saints for the work of the ministry. 

3] James 2:26; For as the body is dead without the Spirit, so faith without works is dead also. 

a] So, as procreation is necessary to the progeny of the species in the natural, so is it in the spiritual body as well. 

c] Verse 6; the Old Gate was next in line;

1] This gate has to be representative of the old man, (our old nature)
2] Ephesians  4:22; That put off concerning your former conversation the old man, which is corrupt, according to the deceitful lusts. 

3] Somewhere along the line we start to deal with the old nature right? 

4] Notice the progression so far; sinful man needs to hear the Gospel of the Lamb, and those who tell the story are called fishers of men. 



d] Verse 13; the Valley Gate;

1] I believe part of ones salvation experience has to lead us through the valley, of humility that is, or some humbling of ourselves. Some could say they were in the valley long before they got saved
2] A very necessary process in the restoration (not saving) of a soul. 

3] I Peter 5:5; God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace to the humble.

a] So, how far you want to go in the Lord, may be tied to how low you want to go, (or to humble yourself).

2] Did I mention, servants  have no rights, we are to be servants of the Most High. 

e] Verse 14; the Dung Gate; located at the “Southern most point” of the Temple compound. It would overlook the Gehenna Valley, which is a metaphor/Type of hell in Old Testament typology. 

1] This gate comes right after the Valley Gate, Since this was a refuse dump area, a fire burned continuously, and the stink was horrible, debris from the Temple, and other places. 

2] As a result of being humbled at the preceding gate, you recognize that (with the Holy Spirit’s help) some things have to go out of your life. Like refuse is discarded, bad habits and a host of other things, have to go. Take it to the dump.
f] Verse 15; the Fountain Gate; which is next in line of our progression,  in this gate, it/you make a turn upward, (northward) concerning the wall’s placement, spiritually as well?  Yes. 
1] This is where in the old days of the Temple, a ceremonial washing took place by the priests. 

2] Titus 3:5; Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Spirit. 

1] So there you have it, New Testament version of ceremonial washing/cleansing. 



g] Verse 26; the Water Gate; 

1] The Gihon Spring was located in the proximity of this gate. 

2] I can’t help but think this represents the Living water Jesus spoke of. By the way, “running water” was called “living water” of old. 

3] John 7:37,38; If any man thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink. Verse 38; He that beleiveth on Me, as the Scriptures hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 

4] I believe this refers to the Spirit filled life. (Springs/rivers welling up from within) 

5] Remember; saved first, filled second. 

i] Verse 28; the Horse Gate; used for an entrance in David’s day, to the 

horse stables.
1] There may be room for additional discernment concerning this gate. Horses are burden bearers, help in work, transportation, a host of good works. 

2] A parallel could be made to the child of God here. We were called, commissioned, call it what you will, but were and are laborers for the Master. 

j] Verse 29; the East Gate; or the Eastern Gate or Gate Beautiful, was the most ornate of all the Gates.

1] This Gate leads to the Temple Courtyard and represents our entrance into Heavens Glory. Not to be confused with the Pearly Gates, which is representative of New Jerusalem per some Bible Scholars. 
2] The Lord Himself shall enter this gate when He returns for the Jews at the end of the Tribulation hour, 2nd Coming. 



k] Verse 31; Last the Miphkad Gate or the Inspection Gate. 

1] It has to represent the Judgment Seat of Christ. Not the White Throne Judgment, that’s for sinners
2] I Cor. 3:13-15; For every mans work shall be made manifest. The believers judgement (inspection), not for salvation, our works only.  
7] So, who would have thought the Lord gave the Israelites a blueprint for personal restoration in the layout of the walls and gates around Jerusalem, (If it’s not that, what else could it be)? 

a] Does this reveal a “process” we go through when we get saved. Does the Lord take us to each stop along the way for a specific work of Grace?

1] If this doesn’t happen that way, then there seems to be no plan to get us from where are to where we can be used of the Lord.  

b] Remember I mentioned the Temple rebuilding project? 

II Cor 6:16; for “you”, Christians are the Temple of the Living God! 

8] It has been said that the Old Testament is the New Testament concealed, and the New Testament is the Old Testament revealed. 

9] So this is much more than just cool information, it’s looking deeper to see the hidden nuggets of truth God has placed there for us who believe.

“Footnote” 

If you feel this outline has enriched you in some way, please drop this Ministry a line to let us know on our Contact Page/E-mail, Blessings, Pastor Tom
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