 


Does God speak to us? 



I shared this word at a local Church not long ago. I believe it would be of benefit to the Body of Christ at large. As always, the verbal message has much more in content as the written outline below. This material has been reformatted to fit intended audience. With that, it highly advisable to follow along in your Bible as to where and how a certain truth was obtained.

A] John 10:3; 25- 28; My sheep hear My voice, and I know them and they follow Me!
. 

Note; Since time immoral Scientists have scanned the universe listening to see if there was any intelligent life out there. 
I find it interesting that while at the same time, God been looking to see if anyone down here is listening, and most aren’t. .
1] I have read where shepherds in Israel all use ram’s horns to call their sheep. However; no two horns sound alike; but the sheep know the difference, a stranger they will not follow. 
a] This is one of the most important truths we could learn, knowing the voice of the Creator, Master. 
2] I have identified “at least” (6) ways (there are more) God speaks/communicates to His children. 

a] Exodus 20:19; And they (Israelites) said unto (Moses), you speak with us and we will hear, but let not God speak to us, lest we die. 

Ten Commandments, God spoke audibly to His people, Mt. Sinai;
b] Numbers 22:22-23; God even speaks to Balaam’s donkey to communicate to the wayward prophet, 
1] It is inconsistent with God’s will and purpose that He not speak to us as well

c] So, just how do we hear from God, Heaven? You may be thinking, that guy just read my mind. If that’s you, this word is for you. 

3] The number #1 way GOD speaks to us in our day and time is; “IN and Through HIS WORD”, The Bible.
a] Be sure of this, whatever the WORD, the Bible says to us, That is GOD speaking to us. As we grow in this knowledge of Him and His will, His directives/voice will become clearer as we go forward. 

b] God’s “written word” is called the LOGOS WORD, this verse below reveals this truth;
1] Psalms 119:105 Thy Word is a lamp to my feet and a light unto my way. 

2] It’s also a Living Word; John 6:63; these words that I speak unto you; they are Spirit and they are Life. They are timeless, they will fit any era or people group, all the time. Not like a Dictionary which has many words, but no spirit and life. 
c] The 2nd part of the written Word is the (4487) REHEMA WORD, Or the illuminated WORD (personal) A word, matter, saying or thing, addressed to a particular person, group etc. This type of Word can be used as a spiritual weapon Ephesians 6:17, sword of the Spirit. 
1] This Rhema Word confirms or directs us to the already written 

Logos Word, That’s big.

2] I think a resemblance from experience when I was in the Army; The Logos is our “General Orders” and the Rhema is our “Special Orders”. 
3] One time while in prayer I heard this word; check Romans 12:7; On ministering, let us wait on our ministry, That was a very much needed word for direction at that time. 
4] The 2nd way could be caled “Direct Communication”; The Lord, speaking directly (face to face?) to you/us. We could site many instances in the O.T.  Moses, Abraham, Jacob, Prophets, etc. Please refer to these references in your Bible. 
a] Genesis 18:13; And the Lord said unto Abraham, (Lord and 2 Angels)
b] I wouldn’t hold out for this type of experience, (very rare it seems, but not impossible) factors abound.
5] The 3rd way seems very prevalent; the “audible voice” method. 

a] Acts 10:9-15; (verse 13) Rise Peter, kill and eat!  

1] Man of God hears from God, (from Heaven). 

2] Peter even speaks back and is responded to accordingly right then. 

3] This is an expected blessing, many testify having heard, loud and soft voice many times. A verse quoted to you, or a word concerning a verse in explanation, quite a number of experiences. God is closer than most folks think. This is a great work of the Holy Spirit, actually one of His many functions
4] Don’t discount this experience to only high office individuals in Church, like I say; If God can talk to me, He’ll talk to anybody. 

6] The 4th way is the “Angelic Host.” (recognized or unrecognized)

a] Genesis 19:1; Two Angels stay at Lots’s home Sodom and Gom 
b] Acts 8:26, Speak with Philip (Catch up with the Ethiopian) 

c] Hebrews 1:14; Are not Angels ministering spirits, sent forth to minister to them who are heirs of salvation? 

d] (Hebrews 13:2). Be not forgetful to entertain strangers; for thereby some have entertained Angels unawares. Angels more numerous and do much more than we think. 

1] Entertain angels unawares, does God send help? According to the Word, yes.

7] The 5th way is, Dreams, Trances and visions,

a] Act 2:17, Big in the last days Church (pour out of my Spirit, all flesh)
1] Mathew 2:12 Joseph is warned in a dream to flee for his and Mary’s life.
a] I had a dream where in the dream, an Angel kept shouting to the attended group Psalm 50:10; In the dream I didn’t know what the verse was; it turned out to be a verse on Divine Providence. Which is what we needed at the time. 
b] There is no doubt Angels show up in dreams, give instruction that is right on?
8] The 6th way is through manifestations of the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. Here we have three (3) main ways to hear from GOD and/or the Holy Spirit.  For reference; see The Gifts of the Spirit.. I Cor 12:4-11, 

a] I Cor 12: 8, Word of Wisdom,  

1] The short version; it is word or understanding/insight given by the Lord to an individual or group, of things that are “future”, an event or circumstance such as famines, persecution as in the case of Paul, in Acts 21:11, being bound.  
2] There are 3 “gifts” that are referred to as “revelation gifts” or God revealing something to us. The three are; word of wisdom, word of knowledge and discerning of spirits. This study is intended as a brief overview only at this point. 
3] Sometimes the Lord gives someone a “word of wisdom” for a certain individual. By that I mean, God gives them a word concerning a future event/s, direction maybe. This gift can be a great blessing to believers. 
4] However a word of caution, some people may mean well in trying to provide a word in time of need. Make sure it aligns with God’s already revealed Word or leading and bears witness with your spirit.
5] It boils down to God using someone in this instance to speak to someone else for Him.  
b] I Cor 12:8; Word of KNOWLEDGE- 

.  

1] Short version; It is a word concerning events or circumstances that are past and/or up to present. (Not future). 

2] The Holy Spirit knows everything about everything; He is our help in time of need. What a gift, He will and can use folks to help folks. This is where the Church needs to step up, God has much more to give than we are receiving.
3] In Acts 5:1-3; A couple of folks sold some land, they said they were going to give the money to the Church, instead they conspired to keep back some of the money. The Apostle Peter operated in the “word of knowledge” concerning this event. 
c] I Cor 12:10; Word of PROPHESY- Corporate or a; A Prophetic word personally, Literally means to speak for God, and with it, there is a three fold purpose. 
1] I Cor. 14:3-4; But he that prophesieth speaketh unto men to; edification, exhortation and comfort.
2] Often in Full Gospel Churches “a right now” Prophetic word is given to the attendant audience, example; Thus sayeth The Lord; then words given, once again, it must be judged by the Word of God, as God never contradicts His written Word. 
3] For reference see; Acts 21:9, the four daughters of Agabus. Further information can be found concerning operation in I Cor. 14. 
4] Once again; yes, people hear from God, get direction, in some cases get correction. 
9] In Conclusion; John 12:28; And there came a voice from Heaven saying;


a] Verse 29; The people therefore that stood by heard it, and said it; 




1] Thundered; sounded like thunder to them.



2] An Angel spoke; not sure why they would say that. 



3] Jesus says it God speaking! The right answer, is that big?
b] I Thes. 4:13-18; When the Rapture happens we better be able to hear and discern the “Voice”; Come up Hither (Rev 4:1). Some folks say, if you don’t hear or aren’t able to discern what you heard, you stay; I hope that isn’t right, but get to where you can hear God’s voice anyway. 
c] Are you surprised at so many ways to hear from Heaven, actually there is more than what I shared in this brief? So, there is no reason not to hear From the Lord; right? 

d] Be sure to enhance your hearing from Heaven, spend time with the Lord, get to know His voice, you’ll be glad you did. Become very sensitive to the Holy Spirit. 

“Footnote” 

If you feel this outline has enriched you in some way, please drop this Ministry a line to let us know on our Contact Page/E-mail, Blessings, Pastor Tom
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