 
 

Hearers and Doers 





This is classic material, a must read for all new believers. A basic word on the importance of not 

deluding oneself into believing all one has to do is hear the Word of God and not act on what it says. 

A] Mathew7:24-27.The Parable of the Two Builders. 

1] In Jesus’ 1st year of Ministry, He lays out some very basic ground rules that would set the stage for all He would forever say to anyone and everyone living, then and now.   

2] Verse 24; Therefore whosoever heareth these “sayings” of Mine and doeth them, 

I will liken to him a wise man.

a] These “sayings” that the Lord mentions of course, is in our Bible; His Word of life. That makes them life-giving Words to us.  

b] The Lord makes the distinction between just hearing His Word and doing something with that which you heard. Why is that important? 


1] Verse 25, the rain descended and the floods came and the wind blew. 

2] I hate to tell you this, but the Lord is saying there will be storms, but by adhering to His building plan/s your house is safe and secure.

3] The 3 little pigs nursery rhyme was made from these verses, think wolf here. And it wasn’t about the wolf feeling big and bad just wiping out houses, the idea was, the wolf wanted pig for dinner. Ref. John 10:10.

c] Verse 26; And “everyone” that heareth these sayings of mine and “doeth them not”, shall be likened unto a foolish man, 

1] There it is, what makes the man wise and what makes a foolish man is what he does with the Word which he hears. 

2] One builds upon the Rock by doing what he hears/taught and one builds upon the sand of folly thinking just hearing is good enough. 

3] One reads the sign at the bus stop that says wait for bus here, the other reads the sign without heeding its instruction and the bus runs over him. 

3] I submit, before you can “build” upon the solid Rock of Christ as mentioned in 

Mathew 7:24, I think you have to address Mathew Chapter 6 first.


a] Mathew 6:19-21; Verse 19; Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon the earth.


Verse 20; but lay up for yourselves treasure in Heaven 

b] With that said, an assessment of things most important must be in order. 

You have answered that already, right? Here’s the question anyway, what is your treasure? This not a loaded question.

1] If you are going to build a house to hold your treasures, what your treasures are = determines “where” this house will be built. 

2] What do you hold “dearer” to your heart more than anything else? 

3] We need to make sure we start out right in the first place. In other words fully understanding the importance of Christ as the best choice for our foundation of which you can build upon. This of course goes beyond lip service and wishful thinking but becomes the most important endeavor/decision of ones life.

4] To answer the “dearer to me” question; Before I came to the Lord it wasn’t about God, how about you?  

But now that I have come to the Lord, did my treasure change, do I want it to change, does it need it to change? Yes on all counts. 

c] It’s been my observation, that too many folks, if they are honest, wonder why they have no interest in building “on the Rock of Jesus Christ”. Why it seems their heart, just isn’t in it. 

d] I think it’s because they have not really settled the matter of where/what their true treasure really is yet.  

e] Do any of us need help answering that question? 

1] Want to know where your heart is?  

2] The Lord Himself gives the answer by stating; Where or whatever is your treasure? V-21;For where your treasure is, There will your heart be also. Your heart (inner man, spirit, not the blood pump) follows your treasure. 

3] As a result, your house is being built by where your treasure lies!  

f] In the end if Christ isn’t your greatest treasure, you will never find it. Remember the Pearl of Great Price, (Math 13:45,46) sell all to get it/Him.

g] One more thought, we all love our families with all our heart, but the Lord commands first place. Why is that? Even though we love our families, we can’t save their souls, I can’t give them life, and so on. He’s not only the Creator, but the Father of us all, how many know your are to love your Father?. Praise Him!!!!

B] James 1:19-25; Read all

1] Verse 22a; But be ye doers of the Word and not hearers only. 

a] Was this some new trend that had just developed? I thought the Lord said not to let that happen? In less than 30 years after the Cross the Apostle James would write an Epistle to the scattered Jewish believers concerning this very subject 

1] He would also touch on another malady within the Church of the day, faith without works is dead in Chapter 2:14. Happy to say we never see that anymore, do we? Yeah right. 

b] This is a relevant word for the Church at large. I believe one of the major reasons for a powerless Church is folks have become desensitized to the Word of God. They seem to have relegated the Word of God to a, just tell me something attitude, with seemingly no intention of believing or doing anything of what it says. Thankfully not everyone does that.  

2] Verse 22b; rest of the verse = deceiving your own selves  

a] These verses go by the header in my Bible: Faith obeys the Word. 

b] The Word tells us that in the last days there would be “deceivers”, folks that would lead people astray, not sparing the flock of God, ravening wolves etc. 

c] But what James is saying, you don’t have to worry about someone deluding and deceiving you, your doing it to yourself, if you think all you have to do is hear and not do. 

d] If I’m doing my job, it’s not only to teach this Word, but prod you/me/us to implement this Word into our life as well. 

3] Verse 23b; he is like unto a man beholding his natural face in glass, 


a] I quote from Mathew Henry’s Commentary: His English phrasing is unique. 

1] He says, what is to be done after hearing? Hearing is in order of doing. It is not enough to remember what we heard. 

“Bare” (having nothing else but the hearing) hearers are self-deceivers. 

2] More, so, what is the proper use of the Word of God? The use of it may be compared to a glass, (looking glass) as in mirror, sic, in which a man may behold his natural face. That happens when we look in a mirror. 

3] As a mirror shows us the spots and imperfections upon our face/s, so in like manner the Word of God shows us our sins or imperfections. It shows us what is amiss that it may be amended. 

4] When we attend to the Word of God, so as to see ourselves, our true state and condition, and (we) dress our self anew, we make proper use of the looking glass, (the Word of God). (In other words, the Word illuminates areas that need to be addressed, and we do just that, with His help). 

5] Verse 24; In vain (wasting your time) do we hear God’s Word and look into the Gospel glass, if we go away and forget our spots and blemishes and forget our remedy. This is the case of the hearer and not doers. 

6] The idea is change, not staying the same, the transforming effect. 

a] Does it work? Many Christians can attest it does work, me included. 

b] As we see these verses primarily talk about effecting our personal character, etc, however there is much to learn, bet on that, such as keeping the devil at bay, walking by faith and multitudes of other life enhancing truths that can be gleaned from God’s Holy Word. 

4] In conclusion, Verse 25b; he being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. 

a] When we first start out we no more look and act like a Christian than the man in the moon, at least I didn’t, but I tried.

b] The molding and transforming begins at New Birth, to not want to adhere to the plan is not consistent with the plan, it’s called deception, to hear and not do is like the Lord says foolish. 

c] Do you want to be wise in the eyes of the Lord? Do what He says. 

# If you feel this outline has enriched you in some way, please drop this Ministry a line and let know on our Contact Page, Blessings, Pastor Tom
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