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How? 
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Feeling 
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THE BIG IDEA 
Each child is special and wonderfully 
made with unique skills, preferences, 
interests, needs and talents that can 
be used to leverage strengths and 
build weaknesses that will bring a 
higher quality of life to themselves 
and the people they are with. 

 
 

 



THE PLAN 
God has made us what we are. 
In Christ Jesus, God made us 
to do good works, which God 
planned in advance for us to 
live our lives doing. 
 ---Ephesians 2:10 (NCV) 

 



FOCUS:  PARENTS & CHILDREN 

On Having Joy 

Showing 
Unconditional 
Love 

Providing 
Boundaries 

In Hard Times 

Build Character 

Persevere 

Physical Health 

NEVER GIVE UP 
  ENCOURAGE 



NEVER GIVE UP JOY 

“I say this because I know 
what I am planning for you," 
says the LORD. "I have good 
plans for you, not plans to 
hurt you. I will give you hope 
and a good future.” 
--- Jeremiah 29:11 (NCV) 

 



HOW THE BRAIN IS WIRED  
FOR LEARNING? 

 Attention  
 Mental Energy 
 Processing 
 Production 
 

 Language 
 Receptive 
 Expressive 
 

 Memory 
 STM 
 AWM 
 LTM 
 

 

 Ordering Systems 
 Time & Sequence 
 Spatial 
 

 Motor 
 Gross 
 Fine 
 Graphomotor 
 

 Higher Order Cognition 
 Abstract thought 
 Brainstorming 
 Ideas 
 Cause & Effect 

 

 



ALPHABET REARRANGEMENT 

AWM – Sequential Memory 

 
JAV AJV 

UHC CHU 

OQK KOQ 

FJGB BFGJ 

OHTD DHOT 

WLZX LWXZ 

EAUXC ACEUX 

PYDZT DPTYZ 

LHGVK GHKLV 







Gather in a groups of  

Read the directions on 

the paper. 

Follow the directions. 
 

Follow the Directions – 8 minutes 





We wish you a Merry Christmas 

We wish you a Merry Christmas 

We wish you a Merry Christmas 

And a Happy New Year 

 

WE WISH YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS 



NEVER GIVE UP SHOWING UNCONDITIONAL LOVE… 
REGARDLESS OF DIAGNOSIS/DESIGNATION 

 Specific Learning Disabled (SLD) 

 Autism/Asperger Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 

 Developmental Delays (Downs Syndrome) 

 Emotional Behavioral Disturbance (EBD) 

 Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) 

 Other Health Impaired(OHI) 

 ADD/ADHD/Bipolar 

 Multiple Disabilities (MD) 

 Low Incidence 

 Hearing Impaired (HI) 

 Visually Impaired (VI) 

 Orthopedic Impaired (OI) 



THE GAP 
Hidden disabilities  

Cannot be cured or fixed 

Results in lifelong challenges 

Gap exists between an individual’s 
potential (what he/she has naturally 
been given or cognitive ability) and 
the actual achievement 

ND:  ATT/LAN/SOC 



SPECIFIC LEARNING DISABILITY (SLD) 

 Neurological disorder  
 Affects one or more of 

the basic psychological 
processes involved in 
understanding or in 
using spoken or written 
language.  

 May manifest itself in 
an imperfect ability to 
listen, think, speak, 
read, write, spell or to 
do mathematical 
calculations (LDA). 
 
 

 Dyslexia 
 Dyscalculia 
 Dysgraphia 
 Dyspraxia 
 Central Auditory 

Processing Disabilty 
CAPD 

 Non-verbal Learning 
Disability NVLD 

 Visual 
Perceptual/Visual Motor 

 Aphasia/Dysphasia 

Neurodevelopmental Constructs:   
ATT – LAN – MEM - SPA – TSO – HCO – NMF - SOC  



AUTISM SPECTRUM DISORDER (ASD) 

A neurological disorder 
Typically  evident by age 3 years 
Difficulty in talking, playing with other 

children, and relating to others, including 
their family 

Varying degrees of severity and observable 
phenomena 

Deficits in social behavior, nonverbal 
communication, receptive and expressive 
language, unusual patterns of behavior, 
movement, and intelligence & cognitive 
deficits 
 

 



DEVELOPMENTAL DELAYS (DD) 
 

     A child 3 to 5 years old that, an evaluation team 

of qualified professionals determines, is 

experiencing a delay in one or more of the 

following areas:  

 Physical Development 

 Cognitive Development  

 Communication Development  

 Social or Emotional Development 

 Adaptive development  

 



DOWNS SYNDROME 
 Students with Down syndrome exhibit a wide range of personality 

characteristics and abilities, as do all students 

 Students with Down syndrome do not just have an intellectual disability 

Down syndrome is a complex disorder that affects cognitive capacity, 

sensory functioning, behavior, physical capacity and health 

Difficulty understanding outcomes and consequences  

 

 



DOWNS SYNDROME 
Suggested Implications 

 Down syndrome is the most common 
genetic cause of learning disabilities in 
children 

 All children with Down’s syndrome suffer a 
degree of developmental difficulty; 
children with Down’s syndrome tend to 
develop slower than other children. 

  They have trouble learning new concepts 
and retaining information. 

  The extent of the learning difficulties 
depends on the individual; some people only 
have mild learning difficulties, while others 
are affected more severely. 

 lack of concentration and problems with 
both short-term and long-term memory 

 

 

Strategies  

 Use as many concrete 
materials and real 
world authentic 
situations as is 
possible.  

 Use language 
appropriate for 
student understanding  
and speak slowly and 
clear  

 Solid intervention and 
high quality instruction 
have been proven to 
lead to improved 
academic achievement  

 

 



WHAT DO WE DO? 

Creating  plan to meet the needs 
of ALL who need and want to 
KNOW Christ, GROW in Christ 
and SERVE others through 
Christ. 

BUILD RELATIONSHIPS 
through TRUST & RESPECT!!! 



SEVEN THINGS I WANT YOU TO KNOW AND DO 

 1. Accept me for who I am. Don’t be afraid to get 
to know me. I may be slow physically or mentally, 
but I’m good company when you give me a chance. 
Take time to enjoy me. I like being invited to go 
places and do things with friends, but I don’t get 
invited very often. 

 

 2. Sometimes I need a friend. I need a friend 
who can help me break down the barriers that 
isolate me from the rest of the world. I can’t get 
places without help. For instance, when I have 
trouble reading, you could sit by me and read the 
lesson in Sunday school or sing the hymn in 
church so I can hear the words. 
 

 



 3. Talk to me as you would any other person. 
Don’t speak to me in baby talk. I’m not an infant 
or a pet. At times, I may have difficulty and my 
speech may sound different, but I try to say the 
words right. Sometimes I talk by signing with my 
hands. When you talk, just slow down a bit. 

 

 4. Let me try to do my best. I may take 
longerand need your patience, but I might 
surprise you with what I can do. Don’t do things 
for me. Ask me if I want help. I’m proud of my 
work, even if it isn’t perfect. And please, don’t go 
back and redo it. 

 

 
 —Anita Donihue, Focus on the Family, August 1996. Used by permission of Anita Donihue.  

 



 5. Don’t feel sorry for me. I enjoy life and can 

make yours a little brighter, but only if you let 

me. If we respect each other, we can learn from 

each other. He loves me just the way I am. 
 

 6. Be patient when I mess up. I sometimes say 

and do things that aren’t appropriate. By 

carefully explaining things to me, you can help 

me learn proper social skills. Be understanding 

when things don’t go well. 
 

 7. Know that I love God—and God loves me. I 

know the Lord doesn’t love me more than others, 

but I also know he keeps me close to his heart. 

God placed me on earth for a reason. He knows 

all my imperfections, and best of all, He loves me 

just the way I am. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



PLAN AHEAD & PREPARE 

 As you learn about the individual’s SPINS & 
Talents, meet them where they are and move 
forward. 

 Consider everything including: 

 Social & Interpersonal Needs 

 Personal Needs 

 Sensory Needs 

 Communication Needs 

 Family Needs 

 Environmental Needs - Accessibility 

 Learning Needs 



NEVER GIVE UP HEART… 
PUT YOUR BEST FOOT FORWARD 
 -ANALYZE THE TASK:   
     TIE YOUR SHOE 



TYING A SHOE 

Steps in a Process…break it down…meet 
the individual where they 
are…Jesus…perfect example!!  Follow 
HIS lead! 

How many steps to 
tie your shoe? 

TASK ANALYSIS 



ACCOMMODATIONS & MODIFICATIONS 

 Parent, Family, Individual Surveys 
 SPINS (Strengths, Preferences, Interests, Needs, 

Skills 

 Sensory  

 Diet 

 Personal Hygiene 

 Communication 

 Functional & Academic Skills 

 School or Work and Home Environment 

 Positive Behavior Supports 

 Accessibility and Adaptability 

 Spiritual Growth Plan 
 Christian concepts and understanding 

 Lifelong goals 



NEVER GIVE UP BOUNDARIES 

Discipline is Tough Love 
 

 Children, obey your parents as the Lord 
wants, because this is the right thing to 
do. The command says, "Honor your 
father and mother. This is the first 
command that has a promise with it—
Then everything will be well with you, and 
you will have a long life on the earth. 

        ---Ephesians 6:1-3 



KEY STRATEGIES 
STOP – BREATH – THINK 
PLAN - PREPARE FOR THE UNEXPECTED 
PRAY –N- DO 
WATCH FOR OPPORTUNITIES 
 

And this hope will never disappoint us, 
because God has poured out his love to fill 
our hearts. He gave us his love through 
the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to us. 

        ---Romans 5:5 (NCV) 
 

 



HELEN KELLER 
 I was strong and 

active, indifferent 
to consequences.  I 
knew my mind well 
enough and always 
had my own way, 
even if I had to 
fight tooth and nail 
for it. 



5-POINT COLOR SCALE 

www.5pointscale.com 

GREAT 

GOOD 

OK 

FRUSTRATED 

MAD 
 

 







COMMUNICATE THE EXPECTATION  
OF OBEDIENCE 

BE FIRM YET TENDER 

You have forgotten the encouraging words 
that call you his children:  
    "My child, don't think the Lord's 
discipline is worth nothing, and don't stop 
trying when he corrects you.  
The Lord disciplines those he loves, and he 
punishes everyone he accepts as his child." 
— Proverbs 3:11–12 

    ---Hebrews 12:5-6(NCV) 

   

 



NEVER GIVE UP IN HARD TIMES 

My friends, do not be surprised at 
the terrible trouble which now comes 
to test you. Do not think that 
something strange is happening to 
you. 

---1 Peter 4:12 

This world is not my 
home, I’m just a  
passin’ through!!! 



THE MIRACLE WORKER 
Be of good cheer. Do not think of today's 

failures, but of the success that may come 

tomorrow. You have set yourself a difficult 

task, but you will succeed if you   

persevere; and you will find a joy in    

overcoming  obstacles. 

It is a terrible thing to see  

and have no vision. 

--Helen Keller 

 

Sc. Ch. 15 w-a-t-e-r      

Helen understands language 



SUGGESTED PRAYER WHEN FEELINGS ARE 
NOT COOPERATING WITH YOUR HEART… 

Lord, I’m having a hard time loving 
__________.  I’m tired and I don’t even feel 
like trying.  But your Word says that as a 
Christian the love of God has been poured out 
in my heart, and so by faith, I’m going to act 
lovingly toward my child and trust you to make 
my feelings follow my decision to love.  Thank 
you that you love me---always, no matter what 
I clam that this kind of love is in my heart 
right now.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.  



BE A SOURCE OF ENCOURAGEMENT FOR YOUR CHILD 
HAVE A GOD-CONSCIOUS HEART! 

 BE God-focused and Other’s-aware 

 Accept your child’s limitations 

 Be doers of God’s Word 

 Pray – ask for patience, wisdom and discernment 

 Teach & Live-out perseverance 
 Cap-able vs. Enable 

 Stick-to-itiveness vs. Stuck 

 Think Healthy Living 
 Support 

 Model 
 Confidence 

 Independence 

 

 



CLOSING THOUGHTS 
 
Differently-Abled…Multi-Dimensional 

 

The Lord's love never ends; his mercies 
never stop. They are new every 
morning; LORD, your loyalty is great. 
I say to myself, "The LORD is mine,  
so I hope in him. 

     ---Lamentations 3:22 - 23 



WHOLE IN THE SITE OF GOD 
BY STEVE SILER 

None of us is perfect  
Every life has a measure of trial  
But Father we know  
How much you love every single child 

 

We are whole in the sight of God  
We are whole in the sight of God  
We can do all things through the grace of His 
spirit  
We are whole in the sight of God 



GREAT RESOURCES 
 Great Websites 

 www.allkindsofminds.org 

 www.ldonline.com 

 www.sparktop.org 

 www.autismspeaks.org 

 www.ldonline.org 

 www.cec.sped.org 

 www.adhd.org 

 

 Great Movies 
 You Are Special 

 Temple Grandin 

 The Miracle Worker 

 Mr. Holland’s Opus 

 How to Train Your 
Dragon 1 & 2 

http://www.allkindsofminds.org/
http://www.ldonline.com/
http://www.sparktop.org/
http://www.autismspeaks.org/
http://www.ldonline.org/
http://www.cec.sped.org/
http://www.adhd.org/


Each one of us has a body with many parts, and these parts all have different 
uses. In the same way, we are many, but in Christ we are all one body.                      
Each one is a part of that body, and each part belongs to all the other parts. 

    ---Romans 12:4-5  (NCV) 


