
Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF) 

The Early Years Learning Framework (EYLF) is part of the Council of 

Australian Government’s (COAG) reform agenda for early 

childhood education and care and is a key component of the 

Australian Government’s National Quality Framework (NQF) for early childhood education 

and care. It aims to ensure the delivery of nationally consistent and quality early childhood 

education across all services and states.  

The Early Years Learning Framework describes the principles, practice and outcomes 

essential to support and enhance young children’s learning from birth to five years of age, 

as well as their transition to school.  The EYLF has a strong emphasis on play-based learning 

as play is the best vehicle for young children’s learning providing the most appropriate 

stimulus for brain development. The EYLF also recognises the importance of communication 

and language (including early literacy and numeracy) and social and emotional 

development. 

 

The Elements of the EYLF:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EYLF has three core values: 

 Belonging – To my family, 

friends and the community  

 Being – Learning through play 

 Becoming – A valued member of society; all that I can be.   

 

  

http://www.deewr.gov.au/Earlychildhood/Policy_Agenda/Quality/Pages/home.aspx
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The principles of the EYLF are:  

1. Secure, respectful and reciprocal relationships: between educators and children.  

2. Partnerships: with families  

3. High Expectations and equity: believe in the children’s capacity to succeed and learn   

4. Respect for diversity: learn about similarities and differences and how we can learn to 

live together 

5. Ongoing learning and reflective practice: educators continually seek knowledge and 

self-reflection.  

 

The EYLF practices that you will observe in our centre are:  

 Holistic approaches: that considers cognitive, physical, personal, social, emotional and 

spiritual wellbeing.  

 Responsiveness to children: respond to children’s strengths, abilities and interests and 

build on these.   

 Learning through play 

 Intentional teaching: teaching that is deliberate, purposeful and thoughtful.   

 Learning environments: welcoming spaces that encourage exploration, engagement and 

paly.   

 Cultural competence: knowing, seeing, living and celebrating diversity and honoring 

differences.   

 Continuity of learning and transitions: ensuring continuity and security between 

settings.   

 Assessments for learning: the process of gathering and analysing information about 

what children know, can do and understand. 

The learning outcomes are:  

 

Learning Outcome 1: Children have a strong sense of identity  

 Children feel safe, secure, and supported 

 Children develop their emerging autonomy, inter-dependence, resilience and sense 

of agency 

 Children develop knowledgeable and confident self identities 

 Children learn to interact in relation to others with care, empathy and respect  

 

Learning Outcome 2: Children are connected with and contribute to their world  

 Children develop a sense of belonging to groups and communities and an 

understanding of the reciprocal rights and responsibilities necessary for active 

community participation 

 Children respond to diversity with respect  

 Children become aware of fairness  

 Children become socially responsible and show respect for the environment  
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Learning Outcome 3: Children have a strong sense of wellbeing  

 Children become strong in their social and emotional wellbeing  

 Children take increasing responsibility for their own health and physical wellbeing  

 

Learning Outcome 4: Children are confident and involved learners  

 Children develop dispositions for learning such as curiosity, cooperation, confidence, 

creativity, commitment, enthusiasm, persistence, imagination and reflexivity 

 Children develop a range of skills and processes such as problem solving, inquiry, 

experimentation, hypothesising, researching and investigating 

 Children transfer and adapt what they have learned from one context to another 

 Children resource their own learning through connecting with people, place, 

technologies and natural and processed materials 

 

Learning Outcome 5: Children are effective communicators  

 Children interact verbally and non-verbally with others for a range of purposes  

 Children engage with a range of texts and gain meaning from these texts  

 Children express ideas and make meaning using a range of media  

 Children begin to understand how symbols and pattern systems work  

 Children use information and communication technologies to access information, 

investigate ideas and represent their thinking 

 

 


