
Education 
 

  

Children learn through playing and exploring their environment. 

Therefore we provide experiences with an emphasis on play and developing the children’s interests. We 

set up learning centres that the children are able to explore in. This type of planning that we do is called 

Emergent curriculum.  

 

Following are some quotes from current Early Childhood literature that explain Emergent curriculum:  

o EMERGENT CURRICULUM is not planned in advance, but is negotiated or “emerges” based on 

children’s interests or what they wish to learn about. “Learning is therefore an ongoing, flexible, open 

ended process, where in children construct their own understanding” (Staley, 1998, p.21).  

o “The arrangement of activities encourages choices, problem solving & discovery in the process of 

learning” (Gandini, 1993, p.6).  

o “Setting up an environment that gives children choices about what they do is acknowledging that they 

are capable & resourceful and also empowers them to make meaning by choosing what is meaningful 

to them. (NSW Department of Community Services, 2003, p.27)   

 

In summary, in emergent curriculum, the children are encouraged to be active learners. The programme is 

developed by looking at the children’s interests, experiences & current events. The emphasis is on 

teamwork between children, staff & families. Rather than controlling the children’s learning they are able 

to become self-directed learners.  

 

Learning centres are set up in each of the playrooms. The children are provided with a range of equipment 

that they are able to use to create, explore & delve into however they wish.  

Some of the activities that the children have opportunities to interact with are:   

 Creative (art) material   computer  play  pretend play/ dress ups 

 sensory activities   sand & water play   books 

 blocks  gardening  musical instruments 

 construction materials   puzzles & manipulatives  cooking  

 science materials   climbing equipment   

 

Learning Centres or projects may evolve either from a chance event, an idea that has been shared or a 

problem posed by one or more of the children.  It may also be initiated directly by the teachers.  Some of 

these projects may last a few days to several months.  We involve our children in our curriculum planning.   

 

Each day staff prepare a computer presentation on what the children have done during the day. The 

computers are available in each room for you to read each day. Parents and carers are welcome to add 

comments or suggestions for the staff to incorporate in the programme.  

 

Each child has a Portfolio that outlines the child’s interests, strengths & needs, as observed by the staff at 

the centre. This will be a POSITIVE record of what your child is doing at the centre. The porfolio includes 

information about your child’s development and information about some of the activities that they 

participate in at the centre. Many observations will reflect the outcomes of the EYLF. The portfolio includes 
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photos, learning stories, work samples & jottings about what your child is doing at the centre. These are all 

online and you will receive a copy of it at the end of the year.  

 

Parents are welcome to view their child’s portfolio at anytime. Parents are welcome to add photos and 

memories from home that are meaningful to you and your child.  We welcome parent feedback and 

involvement in their child’s portfolio. For privacy reasons parents are only to look at only their own child’s 

portfolio.  .  

 

Group experiences are also planned based on the children’s interests. These assist your child to learn to 

share attention with others, take turns and co-operate in a group. Older Preschoolers will participate in 

school readiness activities to assist them in the transition to “big school”.  

 

Children are not forced to participate in any activity - so please do not think that if they do not bring a 

painting or craft activity home that they have done nothing at the centre - there are many other activities 

that they may have participated in during the day.  

 

At Wyralla Road Kindergarten we celebrate Mother’s day, Father’s day, Christmas, Easter, Ramadan and 

birthdays, and we aim to present a multi-cultural perspective across these and all areas of the curriculum. 

If for cultural or other reasons you do not wish for your child to participate in any of these celebrations 

please indicate this on your enrolment form and speak to the Director.    

 

We welcome parent comments and input into all aspects of your child’s day. 

 


