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From the Pastor
“For it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure.”
PHILIPPIANS 2:13
It is amazing how fast this first month has flown by. It has been a joyful and excit- Inside this issue...…
ing time learning about Park Church. The amount of involvement, especially for the
summer time has been impressive. I’ve had the opportunity to meet with many of From the Pastor
1-2
the teams and project leaders. There seems to be a great vision and a strong and
2
prosperous future ahead for Park and the Newark community. I’m proud to be able Pastor Contact Info
to join you in the adventure of doing God’s work.
Chicken BBQ
3
I have already felt, witnessed and experienced God love and work here in your ministry. I’ve mentioned before that being called to Park was a God led process. I’m
finding that many of the questions that I asked God in my discernment process continue to be answered each day. Before deciding to move to Newark, I continually
asked and prayed to God, “Why Park?” God’s answer was always consistent. His
answer was to trust him in the process and that great work was happening here. I’m
convinced that I am truly blessed to be serving here and I want to thank everyone
again for the opportunity.
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Birthdays
Fall will be here before we know it and our programming plans continue to be set
into motion. In August, the dinners for eight will kick off. Ron and I have set up CROP Walk
several time slots, complete with menus, so please be sure to sign up if you are interChurch Life News
ested in attending. Look for the Dinners for Eight article in this newsletter (page 10)
for more details.
Dinners to Go
Looking ahead: There will be several Pastor led Bible studies beginning in midSeptember. The first one will be a six-week study using the “Feasting on the Word”
series which will follow the lectionary. The second series will begin the last week of
October. The name of the series is, “YouTube, You and the Psalms.” This series
will be created by Rev. Christopher and will use scriptures from the Psalms and music combined for the study. You will be able to hear different interpretations and
inflections of the Psalm through the music provided. An Advent Bible Study will
round out the fall selection of Bible studies as we enter the Holiday Season.
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I’ve asked recently in a couple of sermons, “What is it you are being called to do by
God?” and “What are you passionate about in the Church?” As we look ahead into
the next program season I’m wondering if there is an opportunity for you to live
into or further into your own call and passion. Where do you see yourself being involved in the life of the church? Will it be volunteering and helping to lead a program? Will it be attending a bible study, helping in the coffee hour, being a liturgist
or usher, helping in mission projects, a ramped up daily personal prayer practice or
attending more regularly? I hope you take a moment to reflect on what God is calling you to do and then to act, living into that call.
Park is filled with many individuals who are willing to share their gifts and talents
and there are always opportunities for everyone to be involved. Please consider taking advantage of one of the many opportunities to grow in your own personal faith
journey.
The Christian Education team, the Christian Education director and I will be finalizing plans soon for the Youth program offerings in the fall, as well as additional
Adult programs and offerings. Please feel free to contact me if you have program
or event ideas that you would like to have considered and added to the election of
offerings.

How to
Contact
Pastor
Christopher
pastornppc@gmail.com
EMAIL ADDRESS
315-332-8035
PHONE NUMBER
Facebook Messenger
(PLEASE ADD HIM!)
Mondays 9:00-Noon
Thursdays 9:00-Noon
OFFICE HOURS

I can always be contacted through the church office. My dedicated office hours
(times that I will always be in the office and available to see you) are Monday and
Thursday mornings from 9am-12pm. I am in the office throughout the week but
my posted office times are times that I will always be in and available unless there is
an emergency. My email for church business is pastornppc@gmail.com . I can also
be reached via Facebook messenger (please friend me on Facebook if you haven’t
already). My dedicated phone numbers for church business are: (315) 331-2255
(office) and (315) 332-8035 (home, please leave a message if I don’t answer).
I look forward to continuing to get know you and being involved in the Newark
community. May you feel God’s love and light in your hearts and his blessings in
your lives.
Peace—
Rev. Christopher

A special “thank-you” to all who
helped paint the pastor’s office, CE office, hallway, and main office. Extra
thanks to Paul & Jeanne for doing a
beautiful job hanging the corkboards
& prayer board in the office. Stop by
and see it if you haven’t! —Bethany
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Chicken BBQ

Book
Sale

The “Book Nook” down
in the dining room has
As many have heard, the Chicken BBQ of June 9th, was a huge success, thanks to all recently taken in twenty
the helpers who gave of their time and energy. Another huge thank you goes to Bill boxes of like-new books!
and Karen Groover, owners of "Big Belly BBQ" who gave their services free of Come and check out the
charge. Their BBQ is still getting great reviews from many people who see me. We ongoing book sale any
time the church is open.
changed our menu to baked beans, cole slaw and corn bread. It was a great hit!
Lots of mysteries, Tom
Clancy, John Grisham,
Ticket Sales
$3,219.00
Nicholas Sparks, Nora
Expenses (Palmers, Save-a-Lot, Groovers, Advertising, Wegmans)
$1,534.20 Roberts, and many others.
Refunds (Palmers, Save-a-Lot)
$ 71.35 Books $.50 for softcover,
$1.00 for hardcover, and
TOTAL PROFIT
$1,756.15 $2.00 for a whole bag! All
proceeds go to the Newark
Food Closet.
NATALIE LEMMON
Fundraising Chairperson

KAREN, ANNE,
AND GINNY

A Monthly Devotion
THE DISCIPLINE OF HEARING

“Whatever I tell you in the dark, speak in the light; and what you hear in the ear,
preach on the houseto”
MATTHEW 10:27
Sometimes God puts us through the experience and the light.
discipline of darkness to teach us to hear and obey
Him. Song birds are taught to sing in the dark, and God After every time of darkness, we should experience a
puts us into “the shadow of His hand” until we learn to mixture of delight and humiliation. If there is only dehear Him (Isaiah 49:2). “Whatever I
light, I question whether we have
tell you in the dark…” — pay attenreally heard God at all. We should
tion when God puts you into dark- He made my mouth like a sharp- experience delight for having heard
ness, and keep your mouth closed ened sword, in the shadow of his God speak, but mostly humiliation
while you are there. Are you in the hand he hid me; he made me into for having taken so long to hear
dark right now in your circumstances,
Him! Then we will exclaim, “How
a polished arrow and concealed
or in your life with God? If so, then
slow I have been to listen and unme in his quiver.
remain quiet. If you open your mouth
derstand what God has been telling
in the dark, you will speak while in the
me!” And yet God has been saying
ISAIAH 49:2
wrong mood— darkness is the time to
it for days and even weeks. But once
listen. Don’t talk to other people
you hear Him, He gives you the gift
about it; don’t read books to find out the reason for the of humiliation, which brings a softness of heart— a gift
darkness; just listen and obey. If you talk to other peo- that will always cause you to listen to God now.
ple, you cannot hear what God is saying. When you are
in the dark, listen, and God will give you a very pre- OSWALD CHAMBERS
cious message for someone else once you are back in
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

1

2

Worship Team
6:00 PM

5

6

7

8

Church Life Team
4:00 PM

Mission Team
10:30 AM

Coffee Fellowship Family Promise Training
11:15 AM
6:00-8:30 PM

Mobile Pantry
5:00 PM

Family Worship
10:00 AM

12

13

14

15

Finance Team
5:30 PM

Coffee Fellowship
11:15 AM

Property Team
6:00 PM

19

20

PARKVIEW
SUBMISSIONS DUE!

Coffee Fellowship
11:15 AM

Christian Ed. Team
4:00 PM

26

27

4

9

10

11

16

17

18

“It’s My Party”
6:00-8:00 PM
T. Spencer Knight Park
“Movie in the Park”
Sunset @ Central Park

Session
6:00 PM

21

Family Worship
10:00 AM

3

Saturday

“Movie in the Park”
Sunset @ Central Park

COMMUNION
Family Worship
10:00 AM

Friday

22

23

24

25

Stop Hunger Now
REGISTRATIONS DUE!

28

29

30

31

1

2 CENTS A MEAL
Family Worship
10:00 AM
Coffee Fellowship
11:15 AM

Wednesday Workers
11:30 AM

“The Marbletones”
6:00-8:00 PM
T. Spencer Knight Park

West Virginia
trip registrations due!
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In Our Prayers...
Prayers for healing and comfort: Kelly Witter—chemo, those in Syria, Puerto
Rico, Sylvia Hanagan—Muir’s disease, the family of Larry Hilderbrant, our country
& president, Christine Stephens’ friend passed away, the family of Dorla Seely,
Edith Cree—lung cancer & at home but doing better than expected, remembering
Fran Guchone on the anniversary of his death (7/21), member’s son-in-law having
surgery, Doug Groover (car accident & back pain). the family of Jean Eddy (Bill
Doebler’s sister, passed away 7/21 in Florida at age 85)
Prayers for protection in service to our country: Joe Burgess, Seth Burgess,
Ryan Enos, David Kuperus, Tim Peck, Greg Seppeler
Prayers for hope and encouragement to our mission partners and Presbyterian peacemakers: Rev. Nadia Ayoub (Greece), Mision Sinai and Mision Monte
Horeb (Mexico), Rev. Joan Stewart (WV)
Prayers in thanks and celebration: Pastor Christopher & Park Church, Marian
Maxwell’s granddaughter getting married, Ed & Cheryl Lotz expecting first grandchild, rescue of Thai soccer team, celebration of Dorla Seely’s life, national ice
cream day, Pam Dickey’s mastectomy was successful—awaiting results of lymph
nodes but hopeful for good results, Laura & Rusty Ehle’s wedding

Church Family News
A note from Edith Cree— “I would like to thank all
the wonderful people of Park Church for their prayers,
phone calls, cards, letters and e-mails. They have
meant so much to me. I'm doing better than expected
and I know it is because of the prayers. I'm back to
sewing and taking care of myself. May God be with all
of you and may Park Church be richly blessed.”

many years at Park Church, and a faithful supporter of
the Newark Public Library. She leaves her husband of
63 years, Jim; two sons Jerry (Laurie) and Craig (Joan)
all of Newark; a daughter-in-law, Mary Sue Seely of
Stanley; many grandchildren and great grandchildren.
She was predeceased by two sons Jeff in 1992 and Steve in 2015.

Longtime member Dorla Seely passed away on
Wednesday, July 4th, at Newark-Wayne Community
Hospital. A private funeral service was held at the
convenience of family, with burial at the Grove Cemetery in Trumansburg. Memorials in her name may be
made to Park Presbyterian Church, or to the Newark
Public Library (121 High Street, Newark). Dorla was
born in Trumansburg on November 22, 1927, the
daughter of the late Harold and Hattie Vosburg Carpenter. Dorla graduated from high school in Trumansburg and earned a degree for teaching from Buffalo
State. For years, Dorla was a substitute teacher in the
Newark Schools. She was a member and deacon for

Rusty and Laura Ehle were married on July 21st
Congratulations!
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Crop Walk Thank-You
The Mabel Hommer Memorial Newark CROP Walk was held on Saturday, May 5 th.
The weather was perfect! Our church was represented with 10 walkers, who included
Sandi Marcano, Christine and Henry Stephens, Sarah and Bella Humphrey, Debbie
McCrossen, Anne Rogers, Scott Blondell, and Nick and Karen Cameron. $5700 was
collected from the community, which included $2,371 from Park Presbyterian
Church alone.
THANK YOU to those who walked and took time out of your busy life to participate in this valuable and most needed cause. Thank you to Bethany for your “behind
the scenes” support. Many, many thanks to all of you, who so generously supported
the walkers. As you can see, this church makes a huge difference. You are amazing
and ALWAYS so willing to offer support to those in need!
Karen Cameron

August
Birthdays
2
Eli Coleman
4
Marian Maxwell
Anne Rogers
7
Esther Hylkema
10
Robyn Cree
ET Trunick
13
Sabrina Schultz
20
Don Hanagan
22
Laura Ehle
23
Jessica Burgess
Ed Lotz
24
Roxanne Shay
26
Laurie Seely
27
Thelma Vermeulen
30
Jarod Faro
Jamie Harris
David Scott

Clockwise from top left: Sandi Marcano, Debbie
McCrossen & Anne Rogers, Scott Blondell, Sarah & Bella
Humphrey, and Henry, Christine, and Teddy Stephens

31
Thurlow Hammond
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Church Life News
During the month of July, a group of us
travelled to Center Stage at Central Park
in Fairport to enjoy the 50’s and 60’s
music of the Ruby Shooz band. We
loved the music and were impressed
with the size, setup, and stage of this
venue, and the beautiful view of the
countryside. The group appreciated
having Pastor Christopher and Ron join
us and the opportunity to get to know
them better in a relaxed setting. We also
felt fortunate to have Bob Hanson, who
was recently released from the hospital,
and his delightful daughter, with us.

Dinners
to Go!
The Newark Community
has been hungry this summer, and the Mission Team
is looking to replenish the
food items given out as
part of “Dinners-to-Go.”
Needed items include packaged tuna (not canned),
sleeves of crackers, peanut
butter (smaller jars), apple
sauce (individual servings),
and raisins (individual servings). Please speak with
Debbie Compher if you
have any questions. Please
leave items to donate in the
“Dinners-to-Go” bin in the
lounge. Thank you for
your help!

As of this writing, we are looking forward to entertaining Atty, a visiting missionary from Indonesia and part of the
Synod of the Northeast at the Sodus
Point Lighthouse on July 29th. Future
plans for September include hosting a
picnic for Rally Day and also a miniature
golf and ice cream outing.
UPCOMING EVENTS
Movies in the Park: Central Park,
South Main Street. Movies begin at
sunset on the 1st and 3rd Fridays, from
summer thru the 3rd week in October.
Rain date: Saturday Night. All movies
rated "G" or "PG". The name of the
movie can’t be officially advertised, but
we can give you a hint. Bring your chair
and a blanket. Drinks and snacks are
available to purchase. "Movies in the
Park" is sponsored by the Village of
Newark, Park Presbyterian Church, and
with special other sponsors each week.
Music on the Erie: Concerts are held
each Friday night at the T. Spencer
Knight Park, 199 Van Buren Street in
Newark from 6-8 pm. Bring your lawn
chairs. Food and drink are usually availa-

ble for purchase. This month we have
selected two of the concerts to attend as
a group.
Friday, August 3rd Movie in the
Park, Central Park, at 8:45 pm:
Come join the animals at “Pride Rock”
by watching this popular animated film
and help select what is shown on August 17th.
Friday, August 17th; It’s My Party
Band at the Canal, from 6-8 pm:
Join us with your family and friends to
experience The It’s My Party Band, with
the look and sound of the 60’s, complete with commercials! If you are in
need of a ride, please speak with Cheryl
Lotz or another team member.
Friday, August 17th; Movie in the
Park, Central Park, at 8:30 pm:
Bring your family and friends to watch
this lively animated film.
Friday, August 31st; The Marbletones at the Canal from 6-8 pm:
We welcome your family and friends to
join us at the T. Spencer Knight Park in
Newark to enjoy the Marbletones band
playing pop and classic rock. As always,
iff you are in need of a ride, please speak
with Cheryl Lotz or another team member.
Next Team Meeting: Our next team
meeting will be held on Monday, August 6th at 4:00 in the lounge. We welcome you to attend or share your ideas
with any team member on what we
might offer.
CHERYL LOTZ
Church Life Chair
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Presbyterian Women
The Presbyterian Women’s Luncheon Circle will meet Monday, September 10 at
noon in the lounge. Bring something to share (or $2 for the basket!) and join us for
enjoyable fellowship. Linda Werts will be bringing news from the PW Churchwide
Gathering that she attended over the summer in Louisville, KY. Hostesses Ellie
Foote and Mary Cree will provide beverage and dessert. If you can let our hostesses
know to expect you, it will help them to plan. Hope you can join us!

Dinners
for
Eight
Beginning this month
(now that we are a bit
more settled) Ron and I
will be hosting Dinners for
Eight. You might be wondering what Dinners for
Eight is. It’s an opportunity for us to meet each of
you, to have fellowship
together and get to know
each other. We provide
the meal!
Sign-up sheets are available in the lounge with
Breakfast, Lunch, and
Dinner time slots to chose
from. We ask that you
pick a slot that works best
for you and leave the rest
to us. Ron is a terrific
cook, so you will surely
enjoy the food!
Pastor Christopher

A PW Coordinating Team (CT) meeting will follow the luncheon. These CT
meetings are always open to any Presbyterian Women who would like to be part of
our planning process.
The PW Bible Study resumes September 17 with the 2018—2019 PW/
Horizons Bible study, God’s Promise: I Am with You where we will examine
God’s promise of presence, and we will consider circumstances in which God
demonstrated that promise in the Old and New Testaments. We expect to continue
meeting on the first & third Mondays, at noon in the lounge. Let Christine Stephens
know if you would like to reserve a study book. Come join us!
Bake Sales are on break for the summer, so we will skip a previously scheduled sale
for August 26. The next Bake Sale will be Sunday after worship, October 28.
Thank you so much for your generous support of these fundraisers. The money we
raise goes to local & international missions, as well as gifts to Park Church, such as
the recent coffee maker for the church lounge.
The Quilters’ Circle is on break for the summer. Meetings will resume in September on Thursday evenings. Contact Karen Watson or Holly Burgess (via the
church office) to confirm the time, or for more information. The quilters would
love to welcome you to their group!
There is still time to make a gift to the Park Church Kitchen Fund. (Make your
check payable to “Park Presbyterian” and note in the memo section “Kitchen”.) We
are all excited about upgrades to the downstairs kitchen, including a new stove, commercial refrigerator, three-bay sink and a much needed electric upgrade.
Thank you also to our church family for your ongoing support of Park’s Presbyterian Women and our purpose to nurture our faith, support the mission of the church
worldwide, work for justice and peace, and build an inclusive, caring community of
women that strengthens the PC(USA) and witnesses to the promise of God’s kingdom.
DEB COMPHER & MARY CREE
Your PW Co-Moderators
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A Note from Nadia
Dear Linda, Mary, your family, and the church family,
Peace and grace to you in Abundant. I thank God because of the great love he has for us through the Lord
Jesus Christ grace we are friends with God and with
each other. I pray this message find you all well in all
matters of your live.
Today as I was running back and forth for few last details for my trip, the Lord brought you to my mind and
remembered the time of my visit with you and the
church and I felt joy and relaxed. Thank you so much
for all your encouragements, prayers and support.

Lord willing I leave to Greece July 15th, arrive 16th . I
trust God and look forward for his will and plans to
unfold minute by minute for me and the people he will
bring into my life.
I pray the Lord be with you and keep you healthy and
blessed till we meet again.
Yours in Christ,
NADIA

Mission & Ministry
A Family Promise update from Park’s Coordinators:
Linda Werts, Deb Compher, Anne Rogers, Carol
Thurston…
Thank you again to all of you who continue to fill the
bin in the lounge with items needed. Our needs now
appear to be only for twin sized blankets or quilts (new
or nearly new). Many things are moving along. Graig
Roberts, coming from Hillside Children’s Center, has
been hired as our Executive Director and begins his
work at the Day Center in Lyons on August 6th. Angelica Johnson from National FP will be with us that
week to provide our training sessions. On Monday,
August 6th from 6:00pm -8:30pm Park Church
will host training for all Newark coordinators,
Graig Roberts, and interested FP Board Members. I am personally extending this invitation to
Park’s Session members and the PW Coordinating
Team. Park Church is asked to be the first Host
Church. Work to create the new “mini-kitchen” on the
3rd floor will be accomplished soon. The “Hospitality
Shower” held at the Methodist Church was enjoyed by
12 guests with several others stopping in to deliver requested gift items. Park’s Church School families are

being asked to convert the four 3rd floor classrooms
into family bedrooms for each of our “rotations.” We
continue to look for volunteers to work evening shifts
from 5-7pm, 7-9pm, and overnight from 8:30pm -7pm
(sleeping over in the church) during our “rotations.”
Please sign up on the lounge table or call me.
A Kitchen Appeal Update… Our Church Kitchen
Fund committee continues to appreciate your generous
donations and pledges. To date we are overwhelmed
by the generosity of so many of you who have helped
us reach nearly $22,000 toward our goal of $25,000. I
convey a very special “thank you” to an anonymous
donor for your most generous support. A project plan
with a suggested timeline has gone to Session for their
approval. We hope to begin work in August.
Park Church acknowledges and offers a heartfelt
“thank you” to the anonymous donor for their recent
generous support to two of our mission outreach programs: Mexico LWW Mission and Family Promise. A
$1,000 donation was made to each.
LINDA WERTS

Park Presbyterian Church
110 Maple Court
Newark, NY 14513
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“We will make Christ visible
by believing, living and
sharing the word of God.”

Schedule of Volunteers for August
Liturgists:
5th—
12th—
19th—
26th—

Worship Tech:
5th—Scott Blondell
12th—Larry Brown
19th—Scott Blondell
26th—Larry Brown

Counters:
5th—Sandi Marcano & Dale Groover
12th—Karen Doebler & Thurlow Hammond
19th—Kris Bald & Paul Salisbury
26th—Henry Stephens & Debbie Compher

Greeters/Offering Collection: Judy Leone
Coffee Hour:
Flower Delivery:
Communion Servers: Sarah Humphrey
Liturgists: Natalie Lemmon

Greeters & Ushers:
5th—Roger & Eleanor Brennessel (greeters)
Sandi Marcano (usher)
12th—Paul & Jeanne Salisbury
19th—Josh & Debbie McCrossen
26th—Dale & Kay Groover

If you are responsible for scheduling, please have all names to the office by the Parkview deadline.

