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From the Pastor
“He has made everything beautiful in it time.” Ecclesiastes 3:11

Inside this issue...…

As I was working in the yard last week I noticed that many of the spring flowers From the Pastor
were beginning to appear, but none have actually bloomed yet. As I think back over
recent years, I think that the first round of budding or blooming would already have CROP Walk
happened. Spring seems to be late this year, or perhaps right on time if you’re a naSummer Music
tive from here.
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The month of May brings the close to the cycle of my first year in serving at Park. I Church Family Life
have had the opportunity to experience each season now. In some ways it seems like
3
we were just here yesterday to candidate and in other ways it seems like we’ve been Mission Team
here much longer than just one year. Overall, it’s been a fantastic year.
Birthdays & Prayers
4
So much has happened in this first year. We’ve tried some new things while embrac4
ing many of our old traditions. I think overall we’ve had a great run with only a few Church Family News
minor bumps in the road.
Calendar
5
One of the “bumps” has been the building and the failure of the truss in the attic. I
6
said when I left Long Island that, “I was happy to be done as the property/building West Virginia Trip
manager.” Little did I know that we were going to have building issues to deal with
here at Park. I guess with the age of the building, we can expect to have some is- Building Updates (insert)
sues. I’m happy and thrilled to have a dedicated elder for property, Scott Blondell,
with a team underneath him who are committed to following this project closely to Newark Mobile Pantry 7
get us back into full use of the building as soon as possible. It sure takes a lot off the
Bed City
8
Pastors shoulders to have qualified and helpful folks who can step up to the challenge. Thank you, Scott and team for all the hard work you are doing in preparation
Family Promise
9
to get the building re-opened. The team and I will continue to inform you in writing
as information becomes available and as progress is made and we continue to thank Monthly Devotion
9
you all for your patience! (Ed.: please see the insert for more information)
Small Town Ministry 10
We will close out R.O.C.K., our youth program on May 19th beginning at 3:00pm,
followed by a special contemporary worship service, R.O.C.K. On! at 4:30pm. This Presbyterian Women 11
will conclude the programming year for both of these programs. Following the worship service we will have a small party to celebrate the program and to honor Ellen Schedule of Volunteers 12
(Continued on page 3)
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2019 CROP Walk
Summer
Worship
Music

The Mabel Hommer Memorial Newark
CROP Walk will be held on Saturday, May
4th. Registration begins at 8:30 at Park Presbyterian Church.
The theme for the CROP Walk this year is
Veggies, Eggs, and a Side of Hope. This
year is the 50th anniversary of the walk that
started in 1969. The CROP Walk raises
money to help stop hunger and poverty here
in our community and around the world,
through self-help initiatives. A portion
(25%) of the funds goes to support hunger
fighting work and local agencies including
the Free Lunch Program, Home Meal Service, Newark Food Closet and Blessings in a
Backpack. It is an opportunity for our congregation to come together with others in
the community to assist in this important cause. We have set a goal of $2000 to be
collected by our Park Presbyterian Church walkers this year and $5000 for the community total.

The Worship Team is looking for guest musicians for
“special music” this summer. If you play an instrument or sing, and would
like to share your gift of
music with your church
family, please contact Bob
Hanson, Sarah Humphrey,
It’s not too late! We are still in need of donations to sponsor a walker. If you are
or Natalie Lemmon.
interested or have questions, please contact Karen Cameron, (315-462–6853).
Thank you for your support.
BOB HANSON
KAREN CAMERON

Church Family Life News
Thank you to everyone who attended the Palm Cross
Making and “Walk with Jesus” Event on April 7th. We
appreciate all of you who helped to make this event
happen and for your help in making the palm crosses! A
delicious meal was enjoyed by all, as well as wonderful
time spent together.
UPCOMING EVENTS
Friday, May 17th Church Family Pot Luck and
Game Night at 5:30 p.m. Bring your family and
friends and join us for an evening of friendship, relaxation, and a good time. You don’t need to like games.

Just come to socialize! Dishes to share are appreciated,
or you might consider making a monetary donation, if
you don’t feel like cooking this month. We usually have
more than enough food!
Next Church Family Life Team Meeting,
Wednesday, May 8th, at 4:15 p.m. We welcome
your thoughts, if you would like to join us in our planning.
CHERYL LOTZ
Church Family Life Team Leader
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as she leaves her employment here at Park Church. Ellen has received a call from
another church in which she will begin service in June. So mark your calendar and
plan to come out and celebrate with us!

How to
Contact
Pastor
Christopher

Going forward into our summer season we will have an Adult Bible study which will
begin sometime in June. I am currently reviewing curriculum for this. Watch the
pastornppc@gmail.com
bulletin and emails for details regarding dates and times.
EMAIL ADDRESS
Lastly, I would like to thank all the volunteers who made the Lenten and Easter Sea315-664-2573
son so successful, especially Holy Week. I especially want to thank Natalie Lemmon,
CELL PHONE NUMBER
who worked very diligently in having the sanctuary prepared for each service with
the appropriate decorations. From Palm Sunday to Easter there were several changes Facebook Messenger
in the “scenery” and Natalie was instrumental in making it happen.
(PLEASE ADD HIM!)
Mondays 9:00-Noon
Thursdays 9:00-Noon
OFFICE HOURS

May the peace of Christ be with you each and everyday!
REV. CHRISTOPHER

From the Mission Team
PENTECOST
Each year on Pentecost Sunday, we celebrate the gift of
the Holy Spirit and the birthday of the church. The Holy Spirit remains with us still, connecting us with the
church of the past, continuing to inspire the church of
today, and pointing us to the church of the future.
Each year, this celebration is marked by receiving the
Pentecost Offering which nurtures the faith of those
who are the church to come - children. youth, and
young adults. 40% remains with our congregation, 25%
goes to Young Adult Volunteer experience, 25% supports ministries with youth, ages 12-18 and those called
to accompany them, and 10% Child Advocacy.
MOBILE PANTRY
Mobile Pantry is seeking "Shopper Helpers." Volunteers arrive at Fireman's Field at 4:30 p.m. Load a
Wegmans cart with grocery items and then unload
items into customer's car. Most shopper helpers are
able to leave around 6:00 p.m. Please contact Linda
Werts if you have interest and availability one Wednesday a month.
FAMILY PROMISE—BED CITY
Family Promise is having their annual fundraiser "Bed
City" on May 11, 2019. The Newark group is having a

Hot Dog Stand. If you would like to help or know of
someone in the Newark community who would like to
help let Debbie Compher know at (315) 573-8937.
MEXICO
We will be having a Mexican Coffee Hour on May 5,
2019. We will be having real Mexican coffee, and a display, so don’t miss it!
LAUREL HOUSE
Laurel House is still looking for volunteers. Can you
spare 4 hours a week or even 4 hours a month to volunteer to assist residents at Laurel House Comfort Care
in Newark? There are only two residents, and you are
on with another volunteer. Training is available. Call
Jess or Dani at (315) 573-7028.
CAMP WHITMAN
Camp Whitman is doing many updates and capital improvements. The camp is a great experience, so why
not go and check them out? Contact Lea Kone at (315)
536-7753, ext. 4, or email at director@campwhitman.org.
DEBBIE COMPHER
Mission Chair

May
Birthdays
1
Cooper Ehle
Keegan Ehle
6
Judy Leone
8
Susie Earl
9
Eleanor Brennessel
Quinn Ehle
10
Diane Allerton
12
Heather Appleby
Sandra Rude
13
Berk Burgess
Everett Cole
18
Christopher Mergener
20
Anthony Humphrey
21
Ellie Conklin
Bonnie Hammond
Kathy Short
22
Cali Cree Tanea
27
Nadine Brill
28
Bob Tack
30
Brendan Briggs
McKenna Briggs
Mary Guchone
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In Our Prayers...
Prayers for healing and comfort: Jennifer Hammond DeRomanis (Thurlow &
Bonnie’s daughter, ovarian cancer), Jessica Wells (injury & surgery), Scott’s friend
on dialysis—needs transplant, Brendan Briggs, those affected by the fires at churches in the U.S. and at Notre Dame in Paris, the victims of the bombings in Sri Lanka,
Cathy Brennessel (foot surgery), Bernice Young in hospice, Scott’s neighbor Dom
had a bone marrow transplant and is recovering
Prayers for protection in service to our country: Joe Burgess, Seth Burgess,
Ryan Enos, David Kuperus, Tim Peck, Greg Seppeler
Prayers for hope and encouragement to our mission partners and Presbyterian peacemakers: Rev. Nadia Ayoub (Greece), Mision Sinai and Mision Monte
Horeb (Mexico), Rev. Joan Stewart (WV),
Prayers in thanks and celebration: Flyer (dog) back with Cindy Best, Marian
Maxwell home, Evan Lang—improved health, Grace Blondell’s 21st birthday, Property Team (Scott, Ed, and Dan) doing spring clean-up, Brendan Briggs doing better
on new medication, lilies gracing the sanctuary Easter morning and beautiful stained
glass windows

Church Family News
Marian Maxwell was spotted back at
church following an extended illness and
recovery time. Welcome back, Marian!
Hope to see you at Wednesday Workers
soon.

Cathy Brennessel recently had surgery
on her right foot. Rest up, Cathy!

Brendan Briggs has experienced several seizures and has undergone testing.
His medication recently was switched,
which will hopefully lead to stabilization. Please keep Brendan and his family in your prayers. Get well soon, Brendan!

Thanks to Bob Hanson for providing a
copy of the Park Church monthly newsletter “The Consecrated Worker” to the
office that he found online, dated March
1885. Referenced in it are the illnesses
and travels of church members, notice
of passings, and the general goings-on
of the community. Not much has
changed for newsletter content in 134
years!

The Lang family just got back from
an awesome trip to Tennessee. The
highlights included the Grand Ole Opry,
Smoky Mountains, and the Dolly Parton
Stampede (a dinner show with horses
and riders). All five had a great time and
were thankful for time together as a
family. Welcome back!

Thankful for safe travels for Bob &
Mary Cree. Welcome back!

Please see the Parkview insert for an
update on the situation regarding the
church building structure.

May 2019
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

1

2

Friday

3

Saturday

4

PW Bible Study
Noon
CROP Walk
8:30 a.m.

Worship Team
6:00 p.m.

5

6

7

COMMUNION

8

9

10

11

Mission Team
1:00 p.m.

Choir Rehearsal
9:00 a.m.
Worship
10:00 a.m.
“Mexican”
Coffee Hour
11:00 a.m.

Bell Choir
5:00 p.m.

12

13

Church Family Life
4:15 p.m.

Bed City
4:00-7:00 p.m.
Western Pres.

Property Team
6:00

14

15

16

17

18

“Blanket Sunday”
Women’s Sunday
Mother’s Day
Choir Rehearsal
9:00 a.m.
Worship
10:00 a.m.
Coffee Hour
11:00 a.m.

PW Luncheon
Noon
Bell Choir
5:00 p.m.
Finance Team
5:30

19

20

Choir Rehearsal
9:00 a.m.
Worship
50 year members
10:00 a.m.
Coffee Hour
11:00 a.m.
R.O.C.K.
3:00 p.m.
R.O.C.K. On!
4:30 p.m.

26

Mobile Pantry
5:00-7:00 p.m.

21

22

23

24

28

29

30

31

PARKVIEW
DEADLINE
Bell Choir
5:00 p.m.

27

Two Cents a Meal
Choir Rehearsal
9:00 a.m.
Worship
10:00 a.m.
Coffee Hour
11:00 a.m.

Potluck
& Game Night
5:30 p.m.

Session
6:00 p.m.

OFFICE CLOSED
Bell Choir
5:00 p.m.

Wednesday
Workers
11:30 a.m.

25
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West Virginia Mission Trip
On March 31, 2019 a Presbytery of Geneva Mission
team consisting of seven volunteers traveled to Summersville, West Virginia to help with poverty and handicapped needs in the Summersville area.
West Virginia Ministry of Advocacy Workcamps, Inc
(WVMAW) planned and coordinated the week’s work.
WVMAW is supported by The Presbytery of West Virginia as well as churches and individual donations. The
Presbytery of Geneva Mission Team is one of 40 – 80
volunteer groups coming from churches of various
faith traditions, as well as from colleges and universities.
The Presbytery of Geneva has been sending mission
work teams to WV since 2001.
The eight-member team , 6 from Newark NY, 1 from
Geneva NY, and 1 from North Carolina was housed at
the First Presbyterian Church Summersville where they
slept, showered, prepared meals and shared devotions
throughout the week. Team members were from The
Presbyterian Church of Geneva, Newark - Park Presbyterian Church, and Asheboro (NC) Presbyterian
Church

The mission team worked at two homes installing 4
handicap ramps, two at each home. The ramps at one
home were needed for a homeowner who is now wheel
chair ridden, suffering from rheumatoid arthritis. The
ramps at the second home will serve two young children, a brother (Tyler) and sister (Tessa), who have
been in wheel chairs for most of their lives due to Muscular Dystrophy. Tyler was especially pleased with the
New access ramp for he can now motor out of his
home to the street. Tyler even noted that he would do
a complete 360 in his chair on any part of the five-foot
wide ramp.
Thanks to the Presbytery of Geneva, the team member’s home churches, and First Presbyterian Church
Summersville for all the support and prayers that enabled this team to witness and share God’s grace!
The Presbytery plans to return for another week of mission work in September 2019. Persons interested in
joining the mission team should contact the Presbytery
Office in Penn Yan NY (presbyteryofgeneva.org).

Paul and Jeanne Salisbury and Curt Richardson, above, and Natalie Lemmon, right.
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Family Promise—“Bed City”
A Family Promise update from Park’s Coordinators:
Anne Rogers and Carol Thurston…

Family Promise of Wayne County has posted
two positions:

Please join us in supporting Family Promise
through your attendance at the 2nd Annual “Bed City”
fundraiser on Saturday, May 11th from 4-7pm at Western Presbyterian Church. Our Park
Church mission team will be selling
hot dogs and chips. Please see the
flyer included for the many other activities.

Administrative Assistant… 20 hours weekly, minimum education level High School diploma or GED,
$12.00-$13.50 hourly, start date May 1, 2019.

We are looking for a member to serve
as our 3rd Coordinator. Responsibilities mainly include recruiting volunteers and scheduling workers for each
“rotation.” We also seek more members to volunteer
as overnighters. We are required to have a Park
Church member as one of the two overnight volunteers.

Case Manager… 20 hours weekly,
morning hours, minimum education
level Bachelors Degree, and 2 years
experience, $14.45- $16.35 hourly,
start date May 1, 2019.
If you or someone you know may
have interest please contact Graig
Roberts 585-708-9586 ASAP.

A Monthly Devotion
TAKING THE INITIATIVE AGAINST DESPAIR
in the sweet embrace of Christ, and let us go on into
the invincible future with Him.

“Rise, let us be going…”
MATTHEW 26:46
In the Garden of Gethsemane, the disciples went to
sleep when they should have stayed awake, and once
they realized what they had done it produced despair.
The sense of having done something irreversible tends
to make us despair. We say, “Well, it’s all over and ruined now; what’s the point in trying anymore.” If we
think this kind of despair is an exception, we are mistaken. It is a very ordinary human experience. Whenever we realize we have not taken advantage of a magnificent opportunity, we are apt to sink into despair. But
Jesus comes and lovingly says to us, in essence, “Sleep
on now. That opportunity is lost forever and you can’t
change that. But get up, and let’s go on to the next
thing.” In other words, let the past sleep, but let it sleep

There will be experiences like this in each of our lives.
We will have times of despair caused by real events in
our lives, and we will be unable to lift ourselves out of
them. The disciples, in this instance, had done a downright unthinkable thing— they had gone to sleep instead of watching with Jesus. But our Lord came to
them taking the spiritual initiative against their despair
and said, in effect, “Get up, and do the next thing.” If
we are inspired by God, what is the next thing? It is to
trust Him absolutely and to pray on the basis of His
redemption.
Never let the sense of past failure defeat your next step.
OSWALD CHAMBERS
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Ministering in a Small Town

I remember back to my graduation day of seminary. I
had these high hopes of serving in a large urban city,
participating in marches, and working front line for the
newest causes and challenges in the world. Of course,
this route was very different than when I arrived at
seminary, feeling that I wanted to serve in a remote
mission setting, serving the poor and oppressed.
Church ministry was the farther thing from my mind.
And now, after serving two small congregations I realized God’s sense of call for me continues to be very
different than my sense of call. I’ve also realized my
sense of call is forever shifting as God opens doors and
leads the way, creating new paths for my ministry.

Moving to Newark, New York, just five minutes from
Amish country and thirty minutes to Rochester (the
nearest city of size) was the last place I expected to
move to, as I moved away from the ocean beaches that
the Hamptons offered in my last call. Both calls have
been wildly unique, offering many opportunities for me
to stretch my imagination for what God had in mind
for me.
Some days have been very challenging. I ask myself
where the social awareness of what’s happening in the
world has disappeared to, not just in the communities
that I’ve served these past few years, but also in the
world at large. While there are pockets of people or
groups that have an interest in the homeless, the oppressed, the challenges that people of color face, equality for women, or LGBTQ rights, the reality is that the
general population doesn’t seem to take a stance on
these issues, let alone have conversations about them in
the local community. Why is that? Do they not care?
Perhaps some are afraid to talk about these issues? I
find that bigger cities offer more opportunities to enter
into dialog about social justice issues than small town
living does.
I’ve also found that in smaller communities it’s harder
to take a stance against the more sensitive issues. As a
progressive thinker in a conservative community, where

are the safe places to speak up? What will the cost be of
stepping to the plate and giving a voice to the less popular issues? Is it worth opening that can of worms? Is it
truly the less popular stance?
When I think about the “sensitive” issues I ask myself,
“Where is God in this picture?” There is a simple answer to that question, when I find the confidence to
look past my fear, I find God is planted firmly waiting
for me to respond to his call. God is working diligently
in those pockets or those small groups that I mentioned, you know, the ones that seem to be “aware.”
The reality is that most folks are aware, while few act in
solving the problems that exist in our communities and
some act behind the scenes unnoticed.
Through prayer and discernment, I’ve come to understand that God doesn’t need the grandstand appearances like what we see in the larger cities or at the mega
protest to be at work. Most of God’s works is done
quietly, behind the scenes, in caring and thoughtful
ways, everywhere.
I’ve come to know there are endless opportunities to
do Gods work in the world, whether we live in a large
city or a rural community. Our job is to connect where
God is calling us, wherever we find ourselves.
As I think about Newark, the small community where I
currently serve, I find it heartwarming to see that God
is alive and well. He is thriving here! So many people
are carrying out, God’s work and mission in a variety of
ways. There are fantastic ministries happening all
around me like the Immanuel Churches Free Lunch
program, Common Threads, Family Promise, TIC and
Laurel House, just to name a few. How does one chose
where to plug in? Oh, the joys of small town ministry.
This article was written by Rev. Christopher and posted on his blog. To see more of his blog entry’s please see
livingintothecall.com.
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Presbyterian Women
Church World Service (CWS) Blanket is Sunday,
May 12! When disasters strike, when temperatures
drop, when sidewalks become home . . . we have an
opportunity to make sure someone is there offering
warmth and comfort. Presbyterian Women invite your
donations. $10 provides one blanket and connects us
to those in need reminding them that they are not
alone. Use the special envelopes in the back of the
sanctuary. Checks should be made payable to “PPC
Presbyterian Women”.
Mark your calendar to join us in worship May 12
when we “Celebrate Gifts of Women”. Carol Wilson, retired Presbyterian minister from Susquehanna
Valley Presbytery, Davenport, NY will bring our message. We will also be celebrating Mother’s Day and
collecting the CWS Blanket Offering. CWS distributes thousands (174,000 in 2018!) of heavy-duty blankets around the world each year—to refugees, to the
homeless, and to those affected by disaster.
The Presbyterian Women’s Luncheon Circle will
meet Monday, May 13 at noon in the downstairs
dining room. Bring a dish to share (or $2 for the basket!) and join us for a short devotion and information
about PW’s Birthday Offering.
Hostesses Deb
Compher and Ellie Foote will provide beverage and
dessert.

cal Park in Seneca Falls, Susan B. Anthony house and
the Harriet Tubman house. The group will also learn
about migrant and Native American issues in our area.
We are honored that this group of 25-30 Presbyterian
Women, representatives from every PC/USA Synod in
the US, will stop by Park Church to enjoy a luncheon
hosted by our women, Friday, July 19! Your help is
needed to welcome our PW sisters from across the
USA! Please leave a message in the church office, or
speak to Sue Rowe—our Team Leader for the luncheon—if you can help!
The 2018-2019 PW Bible Study has concluded, but
there will be a “repeat” of the last class on May 1st at
noon, at church. The 2019-2020 study, “Love Carved
in Stone: A Fresh Look at the Ten Commandments” is available in the March 2019 issue of Horizons magazine, and also available to purchase separately
at www.presbyterianwomen.org. Christine Stephens
has graciously agreed to lead the new study, beginning
in September. Please let her know you are interested in
joining the study this fall.
The Quilters’ Circle, which normally meets on
Thursday evenings, is on break pending clearance to
use the sewing area on the second floor. For more information on the group, contact Karen Watson or Holly Burgess.

Our next Coordinating Team meeting will be
Monday, June 10, following the Women’s Luncheon
Circle. Please join us as we make plans to host a special
luncheon, July 19, for the 2019 USA Mission Experience women who will stop by our church during their
visit to the Finger Lakes Region.

Thank you for your support of Presbyterian Women
and our purpose to nurture our faith, support the mission of the church worldwide, work for justice and
peace, and build an inclusive, caring community of
women that strengthens the PC(USA) and witnesses to
the promise of God’s kingdom.

USA Mission Experience is coming to our Finger
Lakes Region and Park Church! Organized by PW
Churchwide every three years, the 2019 trip is focused
on the women’s and civil rights movements, and will
include visits to the Women's Rights National Histori-

Deb Compher & Mary Cree
Your PW Co-Moderators

Park Presbyterian Church
110 Maple Court
Newark, NY 14513
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NEWARK NY—PERMIT #18

“We will make Christ visible
by believing, living and
sharing the word of God.”

Schedule of Volunteers for May
Liturgists:
5th—Natalie Lemmon
12th—Gil Burgess
19th—McKenna Briggs
26th—Sarah Humphrey

Greeters & Ushers:
5th—Larry & Marcia Brown
12th—Gwen Mix & Deb Townsend
19th—The Briggs Family
26th—Deb Compher

Counters:
5th—Kris Bald & Henry Stephens
12th—Deb Compher & Paul Salisbury
19th—Karen Doebler & Thurlow Hammond
26th—Dale Groover & Henry Stephens

Coffee Hour: Natalie Lemmon

Communion Servers (05/05): Fred Barker, Scott
Blondell, Joan Boerman, Seth Burgess

