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From the Pastor
“So we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another.” -Romans 12:5
It’s hard to believe we are winding down another year at Park Church. So much
has happened in this year. Our building repairs were finally completed, we entered the COVID19 pandemic, we closed the church, re-opened the church, only
to close it a few weeks later. One thing has been constant and that is change.
And then another big change was announced. As most of you have heard, I will be
leaving Park Church on November 30th as your pastor.
After a long and heartfelt discernment process, I have decided to move on to a
new call, which I will begin on December 1, 2020. I have learned a lot in my time
at Park Church and value the time that I spent here as your pastor. I’ve developed many great friendships that I will miss tremendously. Thank you for making
this an experience that I will never forget and will hold dear to my heart.

Inside this issue...…
From the Pastor

You may be asking yourself, what next? There are many decisions that the session will be making in the upcoming weeks. They are committed to making the
transition as smooth as possible. Please pray with them, and for them, as they
move you through these transitional stages of your journey. Please support them,
and the decisions they make regarding your future and the future of Park Church.
It is so important to come together as the One Body of Christ, each doing your
part to make the church successful into it’s future. Ask yourself, “What can I do to
help the church and it’s leaders?” Show the leadership team respect and support
them in their efforts as they continue to move the church forward. Hopefully, a
new leader will be identified soon, to help you through the transition period. In
the meantime, patience will be greatly appreciated by the session. Grumbling and
complaining solves no issues, but a helping hand and supportive comments go
along way. Please think before you speak or criticize the job that someone else is
doing.
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Joys
And
Concerns
We continue to receive
calls and e-mails in regards to joys and concerns
with church members or
friends of the church.
With the building closing
again there isn’t an easy
place to “write” the concerns for visitors to the
church to see. With this in
mind and an eye towards
keeping a digital presence
even after we return to
normal I will be starting a
prayer list.
If you would like to be
added to the prayer list
please send an e-mail to
parkchurch110@gmail.com
and ask to added to the
prayer list. You can also
send any prayers or concerns to that e-mail with an
indication that you would
like it to go out to the
prayer list.

Please be aware that the
prayers in the weekly emails will cycle out every
2 weeks, so if you are
looking for your joy or
concern to last longer
please let me know.
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Church Family Life
Today is Sunday, November 15th, and I sit here contemplating about what to
write for the December Parkview that is due tomorrow. Our team hasn’t been
able to plan any get-togethers lately, and our Zoom ice cream socials have become passe’, so I’ve been silent for a bit. I’ve missed my teammates at our
monthly meetings, seeing many of you at the church services, coffee hours, PW
luncheons, Potluck and Game Nights, the Palm Cross Gathering, concerts, minigolf, baseball games, the Rally Day Picnic, the Harvest Dinner, and then the
movie nights. So much to miss!
And then Christopher asked us to share something that we were thankful for on
our church Facebook page and the list that you kept adding to was amazing!
Even though this pandemic has kept us apart, your entries reminded me of all
the good that is still ongoing. You named family, friends, Fridays, continued
good health, Disney day at school, and a warm cat sitting on a lap. Grandchildren have been born, and warm sunny fall days have been enjoyed. You appreciated having known Christopher, our time together, the PW group, J, and Yoshiko and Sarah and the special music they provide. You were grateful for being
able to vote in a democracy to help shape our country, for Veterans and all who
are serving, for Seth’s safe return from Jordan to the US, and for having HOPE,
and there is still the second half of the month to reflect on!
In addition, I would like to remember Christopher and Ron for welcoming us
with Meals for 8 when they first arrived, and for their hospitality in hosting
gatherings in their home at Christmas time. I thank Reverend Christopher for his
gifts in offering us meaningful and refreshing church services, coffee hours,
book talks, Bible studies, for moderating Session meetings, and for attending
our team meetings. Christopher and Ron also participated or helped with a
number of the events that our team offered, and I was grateful for their presence and support. I pray that Christopher, along with Ron, enjoys his new call in
Michigan, and may God continue to guide and be with them, on their new journey in life.
And thus, we are now officially a church in transition, during this Advent season.
May we continue to be thankful for our blessings, be patient, hopeful, and trust
that the Lord will be guiding us in following His path.
Friends, may you all have a blessed Christmas and remain in good health!
Cheryl Lotz
Church Family Life Team Leader and Elder
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Property Team Update

Building
Entrance
Guidelines

COVID-19 Preparations
Here is an update of what’s been installed and/or available:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Touchless paper towel dispensers have been installed in first floor restrooms.
Touchless soap/hand sanitizer dispensers installed in first floor restrooms.
Upper floor restrooms will be done as time permits.
Touchless sanitizer stands located in entries, lounge, west stair landing, sanctuary
entrances.
Spray bottles for isopropyl alcohol and disinfectant at entrances and in restrooms.
Disinfectant and 98% isopropyl alcohol in gal. jugs in lounge and dining room.
Dry surface wipes can be used with IPA or disinfectant.
Plastic shielding, chain and hooks for main office countertop barrier – to be installed late Nov.
Plastic shields for lectern and pulpit installed – thank you, Paul!
Foam core boards and tripods for displaying guidelines in place.

Please remember that
we are the middle of a
pandemic and there are
several guidelines that
need to be followed if
you are to gain entrance
to the building.
•

Every individual who
enters must sign in
and out on the provided log sheets, in
legible writing with
first and last name
and a current phone
number.

•

All individuals must
wear a mask that covers both mouth and
nose at all times
while in the building.

•

If you are currently
awaiting a COVID Test
result you will need
to reschedule your
visit to the church, or
if you are displaying
any COVID symptoms.

Inside
•

•
•
•
•

Domestic indirect hot water tank is leaking. Replacement purchased on-line
(~$1000 thru SupplyHouse w/ free shipping) and to be installed in-house. Job was a
“no quote” from Ruffalo’s due to lack of manpower, and quote from Betlem $3890!
Took measurements for replacement of stained flooring for 1st floor men’s restroom landing. (Will quote thru Secors.)
A handrail was installed by Natalie’s nephew on the short stairs leading out of the
kitchen. Trimmed the sharp edges before Thur. rummage sale opening.
Rummage sale opened on Thur. 10/22 and then closed same day due to COVID incident.
Continuing to sort through collections of misc. stuff in basement.

Outside
•
•

•
•

Replanted and trimmed the Mabel Hommer Memorial Butterfly Bush. It had a great
season and overgrew its roots.
Will install drain screens in the Yankee gutter system and clean out overflows after
leaves have dropped.
Prepped snow blower for season.
Leaves collected and removed – thank you, Jamie!

Scheduled Maintenance
•
•
•

Organ tuning Dec 17th.
NYS Boiler Inspection Dec. 21
Scheduling boiler PM by Betlem – date to be determined.

Scott Blondell, Elder
Property Team Chair

December
Birthdays
2
John McCue
10
Stu Blodgett Jr.
15
Roger Brennessel
Sally Praino
20
Joe Burgess
Ken Rowe
23
Christine Stephens
24
Mary Cree
25
Jonathan Taylor

29
Sandi Marcano
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Presbyterian Women
The Luncheon Circle met “virtually” Monday, November 9 for some online socializing. It was a treat to catch up with each other. We really miss our monthly luncheons!
Following our “luncheon”, we conducted an online Coordinating Team meeting.
The main item on our agenda was to elect officers for the 2021-2023 term. Open
offices to fill were Moderator, Vice-Moderator (or Co-Moderators), Treasurer and
Celebration Giving. (Deb Compher and Mary Cree are resigning as Co-Moderators;
Ellie Foote is resigning as Treasurer; Deb C. is stepping down from Celebration Giving.)
The next CT meeting will also be virtual and is scheduled for Monday, January 11.
Starting in January, our new Treasurer will be Sue Rowe. The Moderator (CoModerators) position remains open, so we decided that the duty will rotate until
someone assumes the position full-time. Acting Moderator for the January CT
meeting will be Chris Stephens; Sue Rowe will take up the mantle for March. Pat
Hart will continue as Recording Secretary; Gwen Mix will continue as Corresponding Secretary. The Celebration Giving (Special Offerings) officer is also unfilled at
this time. Chris Stephens will continue as Bible Study leader and Church World
Service (CWS) Rep. (CWS is the organization we collect school supplies and hygiene kits for.)
We would love to see more of our ladies join us in PW activities. Anyone may
attend a Coordinating Team meeting to help us plan and organize our events. Our
monthly luncheons keep us close to each other as we share devotionals, inform us
through special programs of what is happening in our community and further
afield, as well as provide a wonderful fellowship opportunity and tasty lunch. Our
PW-sponsored Bible study helps us nurture our faith. To support the mission of
the church here at home and around the world, we actively fundraise through
events like the Annual Rummage Sale, bake sales, special dinners, and special
events, like the Christmas Bazaar. We also hold special events like the “free to
attend” Fall Tea last year as a community relationship-building activity. Covid-19
has prevented us from gathering in our normal way this year, but we are hopeful
that 2021 will get us back on track, and we hope that you will join us.
The numbers are in for the Rummage Sale: profit of $989 for the one day we were
open. These funds allowed us to make gifts to Emmanuel Free Lunch, Laurel
House, Meals on Wheels, Newark Food Closet, our PC(USA) missionary Nadia Ayoub, the Park Church Memorial Fund in memory of Nadine Brill, and to fulfill a
portion of the annual PW Mission Pledge to PC(USA). Thank you so much for all
the ladies who worked to open the sale, and a special thanks to Natalie Lemmon
and Sue Rowe for their leadership.

(Continued on page 5)
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(Continued from Presbyterian Women, page 4)

How to
Contact
Pastor

The PW Bible Study, Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament, is
unfortunately postponed until the church reopens. Please confirm with Chris Stephens, Bible Study leader (or the church office) the meeting dates, once we can
meet in-person again. In the meantime, you can view “Into the Light” Bible Study
Webinar on YouTube. It is definitely worth a watch/listen. Just go to YouTube and
search “Into the Light Bible Study”. The presenter of the webinar is Lynn Miller, author of the study!

Christopher

Be advised that all in-person PW luncheons are cancelled at least through January
2021, or until the time when we can safely gather for a meal.

pastornppc@gmail.com
EMAIL ADDRESS

Thank you for your support of Presbyterian Women and our purpose to nurture our
faith, support the mission of the church worldwide, work for justice and peace, and
build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens the PC(USA) and
witnesses to the promise of God’s kingdom.
May the peace of God be with you all.
Deb Compher & Mary Cree
Your PW Co-Moderators (2018-2020)

(Continued from page 1, From the Pastor)

315-664-2573
CELL PHONE NUMBER
Facebook Messenger
(PLEASE ADD HIM!)

Online
Giving…

We have set up our online
giving program which will
be managed by The Presbytery Foundation. Our
church can easily accept
Advent and Christmas Eve services will still go on. At this time, it looks like these
events will still be happening virtually. The pandemic offers us many new ways to secure online donations
find and be church. Perhaps this is a year to adjust, alter, or make new traditions. through the Foundation’s
online giving system. The
Please be flexible as you create new and positive experiences in worshiping toprogram allows for easy,
gether while physically apart.
simple and safe transactions for giving, via our
Call a friend or relative to check in, zoom with your family and friends in place of
website, by electronic
an in person gathering, or take a moment or two to silently reflect with God in
this holiday season. All of these can be meaningful ways to spend time in this pan- funds transfers, and debit
demic holiday. Focus on the good and remain positive in your outlook. Rememor credit card transacber, “God is good, all the time.” Where is God working in your lives this holiday
tions. Check the website
Season?
for the link!
do your part, however big or small it is. The mitten tree, food closet donations,
world relief donations and other mission initiatives are great ways to show your
support within the Newark community and beyond.

Take care my friends! I wish you good health and happiness for the years to come.
PeaceRev. Christopher
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2020 Session
Members
Clerk of Session:
Cari Taylor
Cindy Best
Paul Salisbury

Stewardship
Covid-19 has changed our lives forever. We now have to think where we go,
what we do and who do we do it with. We have to take precautions like social
distancing and wearing face mask. At first the elderly were the most acceptable
for the virus but that has changed now even the youngest can get this disease.
What lies ahead of us we do not know but with God’s abiding and steadfast love
we can remain confident, confident that we will get through this pandemic. We
may have to adapt to change like taking our Sunday morning to virtual, beginning the on-line giving ability and holding meetings by Zoom.

Dale Groover
Scott Blondell
Cheryl Lotz
Karen Cameron

2020 Deacons
Gil Burgess
Holly Burgess
Steve Mitchell

This year contributions have been lower most likely due to the Covid-19 and/or
people not being able to go to church on Sunday morning. Through the years
Park Presbyterian Church has been able to keep going because you have always
been so supportive, generously giving of your time, experience, and financial
support.
As we begin this year’s Annual Giving campaign you are the essential component of our ability to carry out the work of the church. Please prayerfully consider the amount you pledge financially so that Park Presbyterian Church can
continue to do the work God’s love requires us to do in our community and beyond.
You will be receiving your 2021 Giving Pledge Cards in the mail very shortly.
Please complete the card and return it to the office.

Deb McCrossen

We know the virus has caused hardship and many difficulties for people but if
you are able and need to fulfill this year’s church pledge please mail your check
to Park Presbyterian Church, 110 Court Street, Newark, NY 14513.

Natalie Lemmon

We thank you for your past support and hope we can count on you this year.

Sue Rowe

Ellie Foote
Carol Thurston
Judy Leone

-Stewardship Team
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Sandi Marcano

NEW YEARS DAY

Jonathan Taylor

CHRISTMAS DAY
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“We will make Christ visible
by believing, living and
sharing the word of God.”

Be sure to check out our social media sites for a way to see the Sunday Services.
Facebook is at: www.facebook.com\parkchurch110\
(Be sure to like and follow to get notifications when we go live.)
Find us on YouTube by searching for Newark Park Presbyterian.
(Subscribe and click the notification bell to find out when we post new videos.)

