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From the Pastor
“The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; he knows those who
take refuge in him.” - Nahum 1:7
As I write this article, I am on day seven, of my fourteen-day quarantine. This
past week has been extremely crazy, including a rummage sale closure, inperson worship services suspended, and personal family health crisis. Fourteen days of quarantining seemed pretty easy on the front side, but its proven
to be a difficult task and I’m finding it hard to stay put. It’s been especially hard.
Not being able to participate in worship services, church functions and not to be
able to hold in person meetings while discussing difficult topics, with the Session, such as reclosing the church for Worship Services.
On Friday evening, October 23rd, the Session made the difficult decision to temporarily suspend in person worship services. Many factors were taken into consideration when this decision was made. The Session discerned over the facts
that, Wayne County had a spike in positivity testing over the past few weeks,
the Kelley School was closed, and we had a positive COVID test case from someone who attended the Presbyterian Women’s Rummage Sale on Thursday. Each
of these factors contributed to the decision to suspend our in-person services.
Hopefully, the suspension will be for just a short period of time. It just depends
on what is happening in Wayne County and specifically Newark. For the longest
time, COVID numbers seemed low in Newark and Wayne County. For the time
period of October 19th-23rd (five days of reporting), Wayne County reported 43
new cases of positive testing for COVID. This was a huge increase with several
of the reported cases coming out of Newark. Wayne County has continued to
be on the rise over the past two weeks, reporting 22 new cases for the week
ending October 9th, and 19 cases for the week ending October 16th. For a complete tracker of COVID19 testing information, please see the chart of page 2 of
this newsletter.
Please know that we are not in this alone. Saint Mark’s has closed their inperson services and I was told recently that First United Methodist Church has
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Joys
And
Concerns
We continue to receive
calls and e-mails in regards to joys and concerns
with church members or
friends of the church.
With the building closing
again there isn’t an easy
place to “write” the concerns for visitors to the
church to see. With this in
mind and an eye towards
keeping a digital presence
even after we return to
normal I will be starting a
prayer list.
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Advent is Coming!
Advent will be here before we know it. The first Sunday of Advent this year falls
on November 29th. We anticipate and are hopeful that we will be back in the
sanctuary for the Advent Season. What does this mean to you? We will need
advent wreath lighters and readers. If you would like to participate, please contact J in the church office or Karen Cameron, Elder for Worship. Decorating the
sanctuary for the holidays usually starts gradually the first week of advent and
continues throughout the season. Would you like to participate? Watch for details on how you can become involved.

“What I Am Thankful
For!”

This year has been an exceptionally crazy year with the pandemic. Sometimes in
the midst of the craziness we lose track of the good and positive things that are
happening in our lives. In an effort to show what we are grateful for, we are
launching a, “What I Am Thankful For!” Facebook challenge. The idea is to
If you would like to be
added to the prayer list
share what we are thankful for on the Park Church Facebook page and to have
please send an e-mail to
at least one thing posted each day of the month, so we can see the goodness
parkthat is happening around us. Everyone can participate. If you have Facebook go
church110@gmail.com
the Park Church page and post what you are thankful for in the comment secand ask to added to the
tion of the post, eventually the thread may get long, which is the idea. If you
prayer list. You can also
don’t have Facebook you can still participate by emailing or calling J in the
send any prayers or concerns to that e-mail with an office, telling him what you are thankful for, and he will post it to the thread.
indication that you would
Happy Thanksgiving everyone!
like it to go out to the
prayer list.

Please be aware that the
prayers in the weekly emails will cycle out every
2 weeks, so if you are
looking for your joy or
concern to last longer
please let me know.

Property

At this time the building is closed for in person worship services, events, and
meetings. We hope the building will re-open in the near future. We realize that
many organizations use the church building to house many groups and functions for our community. We apologize for any inconvenience this may cause to
any of our groups and scheduled events. Please watch for announcements regarding usage of the church and the building. As soon as a re-opening date is
determined, the Session will contact you in writing. Thank you for your patience
and understanding in these unusual times.
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Stewardship
It’s that time of the year again! The Stewardship and Pledge drive will take place
sometime in December (the date TBD). Please start to consider now what your
pledge will be for the year of 2021. If you have to catch up on your pledge for
2020 or want to make above and beyond contributions you can mail a check,
place it in the offering plate or mail slot at the church, or go to our on-line giving
button on our website.
To make your giving easier and hassle free you can sign up now to have your
pledge automatically withdrawn from your accounts each month by taking advantage of our on-line giving feature. Just go to the Park Presbyterian Website
(https://www.parkpresbyterian.org) and click on the give now button. Its’ fast,
it’s simple and it’s safe!

The Mitten Tree
(aka as sock, glove and hat tree)
The Mitten tree is returning to Park Church again. For the last several years we
have collected mittens, hats and gloves on our mitten tree during the cold
months. This year, since our sock drive was so successful in the spring, we decided to include socks in our mitten tree offerings. So please, if you can, bring in
new mittens, gloves, hats or socks to hang on the tree. The mission team will
distribute them to local charities. If for some reason the church building remains
closed, watch for details on how to make your contribution through the front
office. Let’s make Newark a warmer place to be this winter.

Building
Entrance
Guidelines
Please remember that
we are the middle of a
pandemic and there are
several guidelines that
need to be followed if
you are to gain entrance
to the building.
•

Every individual who
enters must sign in
and out on the provided log sheets, in
legible writing with
first and last name
and a current phone
number.

•

All individuals must
wear a mask that covers both mouth and
nose at all times
while in the building.

•

If you are currently
awaiting a COVID Test
result you will need
to reschedule your
visit to the church, or
if you are displaying
any COVID symptoms.

November
Birthdays
4
Julie Blodgett
Bob Finewood
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Wayne County
COVID19 Updates

5
Katharine Coleman
Caleb Coleman

6
Eric Blodgett

8
Bob Hanson

9
Kathy Eckert
Emily Schultz

16
Henry Stephens

17
Paul Salisbury

19
Cindy Best

20
Ellie Foote

27
Caroline Patchett

29
Elizabeth Lang
Amy Stell

30
Ethan Coleman

The Session of Park Church continues to monitor the reported positive COVID19
test results. We use this data when making decisions regarding church events
and worship services, in conjunction with what is happening in Newark specifically. In the chart below you can see the reported results by week, as reported
by Wayne County Board of Health, since the first week of August.
Week ending
August 8
August 15
August 22
August 29
September 5
September 12
September 19
September 26
October 3
October 10
October 17
October 23

Number of cases
6
18
6
8
9
11
5
5
18
22
19
43

As you can see, in the past four weeks there is a significantly higher number of
positive reported cases. It is expected, with cooler weather, that the numbers
will continue to rise, as outdoor functions are brought inside and as people
gather for the holidays. Please remember to wear a mask and to continue social
distancing to cut the spread of the virus.

How can you be helpful? Wearing a mask, frequent handwashing and social distancing are the easiest ways and best practices. Limiting your shopping trips and
number of people you gather with and come into contact with are helpful as
well. Please be safe and protect yourselves.
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Presbyterian Women
The highly anticipated October Rummage sale was cancelled and the church
temporarily closed after the first day of the sale, when we were informed that
someone attended who later in the day tested positive for Covid-19. At this
writing, we have not heard of anyone associated with the sale contracting the
virus. We pray that remains true in the coming days.
The sale did take in approximately $900 in sales and the “free” books were a
hot item.
The PW Bible Study, Into the Light: Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament, is postponed until the church reopens. Please confirm with Chris Stephens, Bible Study leader (or the church office) the meeting dates, once the
church reopens.
Be advised that all in-person PW luncheons are cancelled through January
2021, when we will consider when to resume our monthly gatherings.
Mary Cree will host a Virtual PW Luncheon Monday, November 9 at noon via
GoToMeeting. If you don’t receive your invite by Friday, November 6, let Mary
know at marycree@hotmail.com. (The GoToMeeting app can be downloaded
to your smartphone (or computer) free of charge from your App Store. You
may also call into this meeting, if you prefer.)
Also, the PW Coordinating Team will meet via video conferencing after the
Virtual Luncheon, Monday, November 9. Everyone is encouraged to stay after
the luncheon for the CT meeting, when we will be selecting PW officers for the
2021-2023 term.

PW Officers for the 2021-2023 term will be installed in January 2021. Nominations are being sought for the offices of Moderator, Vice-Moderator (or CoModerator), Treasurer and Celebration Giving representative. Our Secretary
and Corresponding Secretary have agreed to a second term. Please express
your interest in serving Park Church PW to Sue Rowe
(srowe918@gmail.com) before the November 9 CT meeting.
Thank you for your support of Presbyterian Women and our purpose to nurture our faith, support the mission of the church worldwide, work for justice
and peace, and build an inclusive, caring community of women that strengthens the PC(USA) and witnesses to the promise of God’s kingdom.
May the peace of God be with you all.
Deb Compher & Mary Cree
Your PW Co-Moderators (2018-2020)

How to
Contact
Pastor
Christopher
pastornppc@gmail.com
EMAIL ADDRESS
315-664-2573
CELL PHONE NUMBER
Facebook Messenger
(PLEASE ADD HIM!)

Online
Giving…
We have set up our online
giving program which will
be managed by The Presbytery Foundation. Our
church can easily accept
secure online donations
through the Foundation’s
online giving system. The
program allows for easy,
simple and safe transactions for giving, via our
website, by electronic
funds transfers, and debit
or credit card transactions. Check the website
for the link!
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(Continued from page 1, From the Pastor)

2020 Session
Members

recently announced that their annual cookie sale fundraiser is cancelled. COVID
is very serious and needs to be handled carefully. Please continue to wear your
mask, be socially distant, limit your shopping trips and any unnecessary travel.
We can and will get through this if we all work together, as a congregation and
community.

Moderator:
Christopher Mergener
Clerk of Session:
Cari Taylor
Cindy Best
Paul Salisbury
Sandi Marcano
Dale Groover
Scott Blondell
Cheryl Lotz
Karen Cameron

2020 Deacons
Gil Burgess
Holly Burgess
Steve Mitchell
Sue Rowe
Deb McCrossen

Natalie Lemmon
Ellie Foote
Carol Thurston
Judy Leone

As we usher in November, I’d like to invite you all to participate in the “What I
am Thankful for Campaign” Please post on Facebook or email to the church
office what you are thankful for and we will post it on Facebook. Hopefully, our
Facebook page will have at least one thing we are thankful for listed each day, so
we can all give thanks together! In this time of uncertainty, we all have something or someone to be thankful for, lets share our gratitude with each other.
The Bible Study on Matthew was postponed and set to begin on November 5 th.
Now that the building is closed for in person worship, we will need to reevaluate other events that are taking place. A majority of you expressed the desire for in-person bible study and I’m not sure at this point if that will be an option. Please watch your Facebook and emails for updates concerning the Bible
Study.

The first two weeks of in-person services went well. We celebrated World Communion Sunday on October 5th, our first week back in the sanctuary. The communion table was beautifully decorated by Natalie Lemmon and Sandi Marcano,
thank you both for making it look so festive and awesome! We needed to adjust
and tweak a few things, such as exiting the building after the service, but all
went relatively smooth. Thank you for wearing the mask and for socially distancing, even though most of us had the urge to hug each other.
As we move forward, the Session will keep you informed in writing on the latest,
most up to date announcements regarding Worship Services and Building usage.
Please refrain from relying on each other for your information. Often times
things get miscommunicated and cause problems. If you have concerns or issues
with the items being communicated, please contact the Session or myself. We
would appreciate you going to the source, rather than communicating misinformation or displeasures among yourselves. Neither are productive. As I mentioned above, we are in this together, and we will get through these challenging
times.
May Christ Peace be with you!
PeaceRev. Christopher
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“We will make Christ visible
by believing, living and
sharing the word of God.”

Be sure to check out our social media sites for a way to see the Sunday Services.
Facebook is at: www.facebook.com\parkchurch110\
(Be sure to like and follow to get notifications when we go live.)
Find us on YouTube by searching for Newark Park Presbyterian.
(Subscribe and click the notification bell to find out when we post new videos.)

