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The Park Presbyterian Church Newsletter

March/April 2021
From the Session
March 8, 2021
Dear Friends of Park Presbyterian Church
The session wanted to give you an update from our last meeting. We met on
February 24th and you will be excited to know we have some wonderful news
coming your way. We opened up the office back to normal hours on March 1 st.
J is in the office Monday through Friday 9-4, best if you call ahead just to be
sure he is there.
We have also decided on March 15th we will be allowing small groups
(10 people and under) in the lounge, upon approval from session for meetings.
Included in this Parkview are the new guidelines for meetings. This is the only
area that is open for now. This will be open for all groups whom meet in our
church provided they can follow the guidelines we have in place. There was a
letter sent to the chairperson of these groups explaining the procedures and
there has been new signs placed around our building. Thanks to Scott Blondell
and Rick Bald for taking this project on.
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Joys
And
Concerns
We continue to receive
calls and e-mails in regards to joys and concerns
with church members or
friends of the church.
With the building being
closed there isn’t an easy
place to “write” the concerns for visitors to the
church to see. With this in
mind and an eye towards
keeping a digital presence
even after we return to
normal I will be starting a
prayer list.
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COVID–19 Preparations
As we look to open our Church home once again, we all wish that we
could forget the virus that has caused so many problems over the last year. The
ability to receive vaccinations and reductions in positive cases have given us the
opportunity to start returning to a modified version of “normal” again. Each day
there are additional businesses and events that allow us to participate and enjoy our lives once again. However, we cannot forget that the virus is still active
among us and we need to operate just a bit differently than we did before.
Church activities will be returning, but we will need to make some minor adjustments to our way of operation.
The New York State Department of Health and the CDC have developed
a series of recommendations for each business type to allow for resumption of
church operations in a safer environment. We have been reviewing these requirements to develop some simple procedures to allow us all to participate in
Worship and Church activities. These procedures revolve around the common
practices we are all used to by now, social distancing, clean hands, wearing face
protection and staying home if you have been exposed or are not feeling well.
We are planning on keeping our on-line presence active if anyone does not wish
to attend in person so all can participate. So, expect to see a few more signs
around the building, hand sanitizer stations and people wiping down lots of surfaces for a while longer. We can be thankful that we have the opportunity to
participate in worship together.

If you would like to be
added to the prayer list
please send an e-mail to
parkchurch110@gmail.com
and ask to added to the
prayer list. You can also
send any prayers or concerns to that e-mail with an
What do you think of when you see that word? Many of us think immeindication that you would
diately of money. We recall that time in our congregation’s life when we are
like it to go out to the
asked to make a financial commitment for the coming year. At some level,
prayer list.
however, we are aware that stewardship is more than money. Stewardship is
Please be aware that the
how we live out our calling as followers of Christ. Stewardship is what we do
prayers in the weekly eafter we say that we believe.
mails will cycle out every
2 weeks, so if you are
Stewardship is how we use our God-given gifts; it is how we use our tallooking for your joy or
ents, our time, and our resources to carry on Christ’s work of reconciliation in
concern to last longer
the world. 1 Peter 4:10 Like good stewards of the manifold grace of God, serve
please let me know.
one another with whatever gift each of you has received. If you want to feel rich,
just count all the things you have that money can’t buy.

Stewardship.

Remember: You can’t take it with you, but you can send it ahead.
All the above taken from Presbyterian Foundation literature.
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A letter from our current

Building
Entrance
Guidelines

Presbytery Leader, RE Susan Orr
Tending the Flock
My current read is Decolonizing Wealth: Indigenous Wisdom to Heal
Divides and Restore Balanceby Edgar Villanueva (Berrett-Koehler Publishers,
2018). It’s this year’s book study selected by PC(USA) Co-Moderators Elder Elona Street-Stewart and Rev. Gregory Bentley. It’s a very engaging, educational
read and I highly recommend it. This particular passage on migratory birds
struck home for me, a lesson for these days of constant change and transition
(emphasis mine):
It turns out migration is no party: more birds die during migration than
at any other time, from dehydration, starvation, or sheer exhaustion. When
birds fly together, they cut wind for each other – all except for the one out
front. That one has to bear the full force of the wind. That one has to lead forward despite the discomfort. At the same time, one of the great lessons of migrating birds is that they take turns occupying that tough position at the front,
which allows for greater resilience for the whole group. By working together, a
flock of birds is greater than the sum of its parts. Each creature is shifting direction, speed, and proximity based on the information of the other creatures’
bodies. The lesson is that thriving is not actually about the leader, it’s about
the whole flock. Everyone has the potential to lead, and leadership is about listening and being attuned to everyone else. It’s about flexibility. It’s about humility. It’s about trust. It’s about having fun along the way.
Friends, our time together is coming to a close. My last day in the virtual
office is March 24th, the day after our stated presbytery meeting. I have begun
attending committees for the last time and am tidying up the computer and the
files for next leadership. It has been my deep honor to have served as your Presbytery Leader. Yet, as the author has beautifully stated, this Presbytery’s thriving does not rest solely in the wings of the one out front. It rests in each and
every one of you, members of the Presbytery of Geneva flock. I encourage you
to listen to one another. Be attuned to the congregations. Be flexible and be
humble. It may require you to bear the full force of the wind at times. Other
times, for greater resilience, it will require you to trust the ones out front. Most
(Continued on page 4)

Please remember that
we are the middle of a
pandemic and there are
several guidelines that
need to be followed if
you are to gain entrance
to the building.
•

Every individual who
enters must sign in
and out on the provided log sheets, in
legible writing with
first and last name
and a current phone
number.

•

All individuals, vaccinated or not, must
wear a mask that covers both mouth and
nose at all times
while in the building.

•

If you are currently
awaiting a COVID Test
result you will need
to reschedule your
visit to the church, or
if you are displaying
any COVID symptoms.
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(Continued from page 3, Letter From Our Current Presbytery Leader, RE Susan Orr)

2021 Session
Members
Clerk of Session:
Cari Taylor
Steve Mitchell

importantly, fly togetherand be sure to have fun along the way! I have been
blessed by our time with one another. I have truly enjoyed this work. This staff
has been a dream team! I am grateful that, for this chapter of the Presbytery’s
story during these extraordinary days, we have supported and equipped congregations and leaders to be Christ in the Finger Lakes and the world. All glory and
thanks be to God, from whom all blessings flow!
RE Susan Orr

Natalie Lemmon
Dale Groover
Scott Blondell
Rick Bald
Karen Cameron

2021 Deacons
Gil Burgess
Holly Burgess
Steve Mitchell
Sue Rowe

Would you like to receive
regular news updates from
the Presbytery of Geneva?
We would love to add you to
our mailing list! Please fill
out the information below
and either send to officeadmin@presbyteryofgeneva.or
g OR Presbytery of Geneva,
PO Box 24393, Rochester
NY 14624. Thank you!
Name:
______________________

Deb McCrossen

Congregation, if applicable:
______________________

Natalie Lemmon

Email: _________________

Carol Thurston
Judy Leone

Phone: ________________
Mailing address:
______________________
______________________
______________________
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Welcome to Park Presbyterian
Church.
Thank you for visiting with us today.
PLEASE FAMILIARIZE YOURSELF WITH
AND FOLLOW OUR
CORONAVIRUS SAFETY PROTOCOLS:
•
•
•

ARE YOU FEELING HEALTHY?
DO YOU HAVE ANY FLU-LIKE SYMPTOMS?
PLEASE DO NOT JOIN US IF YOU HAVE ANY REASON TO SUSPECT YOU MAY PRESENT A HEALTH
RISK TO OTHERS.
Properly worn masks are required at ALL times.
Maintain your social distancing of 6’ minimum. “Family
pods” are excepted.
Don’t exceed the maximum number of people in posted
areas.

BEFORE proceeding into the church:
• MINIMIZE your personal items brought inside. Backpacks and water bottles, for example, are discouraged.
• Sanitize your hands and personal items – electronics,
handbags, boxes and books, etc. w/liquid sanitizer and/or
IPA spray and wipes provided at the entrances.
• Complete the contact tracing log upon arrival/departure.
YOUR cooperation will help us maintain a safe environment for all – allowing us to stay open to serve everyone’s
spiritual and community-based needs.
Thank you!

Online
Giving…
We have set up our online
giving program which will
be managed by The Presbytery Foundation. Our
church can easily accept
secure online donations
through the Foundation’s
online giving system. The
program allows for easy,
simple and safe transactions for giving, via our
website, by electronic
funds transfers, and debit
or credit card transactions. Check the website
for the link!
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Interim Meeting Guidelines
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•

•

All meetings to be held at PPC shall be approved by the Session a minimum of 7
days in advance of the meeting.
The Session reserves the right to cancel scheduled meetings based on community
risks due to the Covid 19 virus.
ALL attendees must sign in legibly on sign in sheets with full name and phone
number.
Attendees shall abide by all requirements outlined in the Entrance Guidelines
Attendance at PPC meetings will be limited to 10 people, unless approved by Session.
All Meeting Attendees shall wear a mask and maintain 6ft separation.
No hand shaking or hugs greeting attendees will be permitted.
A minimum distance of 6ft must be maintained, amongst all individuals, at all
times.
All Attendees will enter through the South Entrance Doors, unless otherwise posted.
Meeting organizer shall be responsible to secure the south building entrance during the meeting so to restrict unauthorized people from entering the building.
Meetings shall be restricted to Lounge.
Prohibit or control the use of tight spaces- face masks shall remain on and maintain 6ft separation.
Stairway,
Entrance Foyer,
Hallways
Bathrooms
Access to the remainder of the building by attendees should not be permitted.
Meeting organizer shall be responsible to preclean area including tables and
seating prior to the meeting and cleaning surfaces following meeting use.
Meeting organizer shall be responsible for building security including locking and
unlocking doors, turning lights off following meeting, returning tables and chairs
to their original positions, securing equipment.
Meeting organizer shall control seating arrangement and spacing.
Consideration shall be given to allow for meeting attendees not present in the
building to participate via Zoom, Skype, telephone, or similar application.
Each meeting space shall be equipped with hand sanitizer, cleaning materials and
open waste receptacles.
Refreshments provided by the meeting organizer shall be discouraged.
Any handouts shall be distributed individually to meeting attendees at the
meeting or sent to each attendee prior to the meeting. Consideration shall be given to utilizing computer monitors for presentations to groups.
A copy of these guidelines shall be provided to the Meeting Organizer and posted
at each meeting location.

Please remember
that when sending
mail to the Presbytery, it should be
marked for the NEW
address, which is:

Geneva Presbytery
PO Box 24393
Rochester NY,
14624.
The Presbytery
building in Penn Yan
has been sold, and
mail sent to the
that address will not
be delivered.

March
Birthdays
6
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Letter to Committee Chairs

12

Dear Chairperson,
The session met Wednesday, February 24, and discussed the possibility of opening up the lounge for committee meetings. We agreed that we need to step forward as we get closer to opening the whole church. It was decided to reopen for
meetings starting March 15th. Only the lounge and downstairs bathrooms would
be open. Each group would be required to follow the COVID safety rules, and any
other rules that the church has set up. Included you will find these directives. It will
also be your responsibility to have a key for opening the building. We look forward
to being with each other, regaining a "foothold", and moving ahead with new ideas,
enthusiasm, and creativity in solving old and new issues. May God continue to
guide us all, and Bless us with His many gifts that each of us are part of.
The building use form can be downloaded form the website www.parkpresbyterian.org or you can pick them up in the office. They must be
completed and turned in at the office to receive approval.
Thank You,

Eileen Taylor

Park Presbyterian Church Session

Gil Burgess
Eugenia Mullie
7
Karen Watson
9
Craig Stell
10
Bill Doebler

13
Sharon Anderson

15
Holly Burgess
Sue Rowe
18
Wayne Smith
23
Sherry Kearns
24
Seth Burgess
30
Jeanne Salisbury
31
Cadi Finewood

Financial Notes
Well it has been a year that we have been under this Covid-19 Pandemic. It
was stated this morning on TV by Dr. Fauci that we are in the worst pandemic ever
(to affect human beings) and we will be talking about it for decades to come. Not
only is sickness one problem but another is what it has done to the economy. It sure
has had its effect on the church.
The church income for 2019 was $101,680 then for 2020 it dropped to
$93,372 a difference of $8,308 or a drop of 8%. One of the line items in that income
is Giving (contributions) and in 2019 it was $98,794 then in 2020 it dropped to
$91,176 or almost an 8% decrease. When we look at the loss suffered by the Church
in 2019 it was $123,450 while in 2020 it dropped to $94,975 a savings of $28,475. In
comparing the Financial Statements the majority of this saving came from the Property Group. Their expenses were down $14,112 half of the difference.
One could look at this and say the Pandemic was beneficial to Park Church.
This saving was due to the church doors being closed. The opposite side is our Endowment Fund. Due to the lost revenue to keep everything going we had to withdraw $100,000 from the Endowment.
So when we look at the reduction of the yearly loss compared to what we
withdrew from the Endowment can we still say the Pandemic was good for Park
Church?
Looking at the current year 2021 we have collected contributions of
$5,613.70 comparing that to 2020 which collected $36,090.76. We are continuing in
(Continued on page 9)
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Birthdays

(Continued from page 8, Financial Notes)

a downward spiral and we need help.
You may have your opinion and I have mine, but the closing of the Church was
no favor to any of us and the sooner we open those doors the better it is going to be
for us all. We need the building for Spiritual growth and we need the friendship of
meeting each other, these things we all need. So pray that we can surpass this pandemic and all can return to an open building and say HELLO.
Dale Groover
Finance Elder

American Rescue Plan Act of 2021
By the time you read this the President will have signed the American
Rescue Plan Act of 2021. There are parts of the bill that have not been published that much and we are pointing out some of those items affecting your
2020 tax return.
We have all heard about the $1,400 stimulus checks that each taxpayer will receive who filed a joint tax return earning less than $150,000. These
checks will be issued by the IRS within a few weeks.
One part of the bill is exempting unemployment benefits of $10,200
for singles and $20,400 for taxpayers who filed a joint tax return. This is nontaxable for federal tax purposes. This is in effect for 2020 for households
earning less than $150,000. Therefore, if you have received unemployment
benefits and have filed your 2020 tax return you will most like have to file an
Amended Return to receive a refund. The IRS has not determined how this
will be handled. BE AWARE, NYS has not determined how it will handle the
exemption, in fact they may not allow the exemption. STAY TUNED.
If at the end of 2020 an individual who received an advance premium
credit to lower their monthly health premium that received more than the
credit allowed based on household income the taxpayer does not have to pay
back the excess premium. At this time if you have filed your 2020 tax return
we do not know how or what you will to do to receive a refund.
Child Tax Credit for 2021 has increased from $2,000 to $3,000 per eligible child under age18 ($3,600 per child under age 6). 50% of the credit as an
advance periodic payment will be issued in July with reconciliation on 2021 tax
return. This credit is phased out at $150,000 for married filing joint and surviving spouses. There will be an on-line portal established to allow taxpayers
to opt out of receiving advanced payments and make other changes.
These are only part of the items covered in the bill that may affect you
that have not been published or maybe you are unaware of their existence.
There are other items that affect 2021 but we are attempting to bring your
attention to those items effecting 2020 tax return.
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NEWARK NY—PERMIT #18

“We will make Christ visible
by believing, living and
sharing the word of God.”

Be sure to check out our Facebook page for a way to see the Sunday Services.
Go to: www.facebook.com\parkchurch110\
(Be sure to like and follow to get notifications when we go live.)

