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Words From Session
Happy Fall
Hope everyone is enjoying the fall weather. Session would like to give
you some updates. We opened up for coffee hour after worship in the last two
months. Some people have been asking about when we can have food again, at
this time it is the sessions decision to continue with just coffee. We are happy to
see that the congregation is enjoying the fellowship after worship and we have
had some new faces in the pews. We will continue to discern about the next
steps for fellowship based on the CDC guidelines.
It has been very nice to see that some of our community groups are back
in our building. Our doors are open for them. Family Promise will also be back
in our building after the first of the year. We have also opened our doors for a
couple funerals/memorial services for our extended family community. It is nice
to be able to offer our building and services to help support our community.
The finance team has started their Stewardship campaign. Be on the
lookout for your letters in the mail soon.
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Interim Pastor
The Session has been working to select our Interim Pastor for almost a
year. The Presbytery has a thorough process for developing information about
churches which is used to match ministers to meet the needs of individual congregations. We completed the information process in June and following presbytery approval, it was placed into the Church Leadership Connection system
for candidates to respond to our open position. We had an opportunity to evaluate several qualified candidates, and we are pleased to announce that we have
selected Susan Frost to be our Interim Pastor. You are already familiar with Susan since she has been serving us as one of our pulpit supply leaders for a few
months. We will welcome her to this position starting on Sunday November 21,
2021.
As we move forward, we will have further information on the role of our
Interim Pastor and the process that Park Church will undertake to seek and select our next Pastor.
We are deeply grateful to Karen Cameron for her work in seeking and
arranging for the pulpit supply ministers over the past year. We at Park have
been fortunate to be exposed to a range of worship leaders each with their own
style and approach to leading worship. Thank you, Karen!
Deacons has asked me to let you all know that there will be a reception
after service on November 21 to welcome Susan as our pastor.
Rick Bald
Selection Committee Chair

Poinsettias
We will be doing the annual poinsettia plants in memory of loved ones in the
Sanctuary this year. Please check in your bulletin starting after Thanksgiving for
the order form or stop into the Office to order.
Poinsettias will hopefully be $6.00 per plant and can be picked up following service on the 24th.

In Memoria
Johanna VanAnkeren passed away October 24, 2021. Johanna was a very active
member of the church from 1958—2005. She expressed her wishes with her
daughters that her Park family know of her passing. She was 94 years young at
the time of her passing. Condolences can be sent care of her daughter:
Suzannah White
3811 Rockhaven Court
Marietta, Georgia 30066
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Wise Women 2.0
Park Women have registered for a lecture series from the Pittsburgh
Theological Seminary, entitled Wise Women 2.0. The first series was held during the Covid lockdown, and they are continuing the program this year.
The Lecture series started this past week on Oct.21 with Janelle Austin.
She spoke about the Minneapolis memorial for George Floyd, for which she is
one of many Caretakers. Janelle spoke quite eloquently drawing connections to
caring for physical space and caretaking of each other. We will provide a written
synopsis in the coming weeks.
The next lecture will be on November 18th, and we will be hosting the
live video in the lounge. It will run from 7:30 to 9 pm, and the topic will be Community with guest speaker Sara Miles. Here is the introduction:
COMMUNITY WITH SARA MILES Organizing the Beloved Community. What does it mean to be community? How does our faith prepare us
to work with and not just for others? Organizing, building, and sustaining a beloved community together.
I think this topic may hold some insight for our church as we look to the
future of Park Presbyterian Church. While the series is entitled Wise Women,
we encourage anyone with an interest on the topic to join us.

Kitchen update

Sue Rowe,
moderator Park Women

After the long haul of first having our church shut down due to the broken truss, and then a year and a half of VOVID restrictions, I wanted all of you to
know we have not forgotten about the kitchen renovation and your donations
to a worthy cause. We have since installed a new exhaust pipe for the convection ovens, and have priced the commercial fan to be put in the second exhaust
fan and hood that would take fumes up and out from the 8 burner stove. Scott
has been working with Lagana and Wayne Smith on both projects. We hope to
get the rest of this installed by the end of November. This project will bring the
monies almost to a close, with the last of the donations being used for any other small necessary accommodations. Personally, I would like to thank all of you
again for your wonderful contributions, and the necessity of putting in more
outlets, and grounding all of them. It has made a HUGE difference in how we
are able to operate in the kitchen. The "new to us" stove is great, as we are able
to fit our larger pans in the ovens. So, thank you again for your faith in our
church and continued support.
Blessings,
Natalie and Scott

November
Birthdays
4
Julie Blodgett
Bob Finewood
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Advent Calendars
Presbyterian Women are looking to create some fun and unique advent calendars this year. They are looking for the following:

5

•

Socks (new)

Katharine Coleman
Caleb Coleman

•

Magnifying glass

•

Small packs of Kleenex

•

Chapsticks

•

Note pads

•

Pens

•

Soap

9

•

Colored pens and pencils

Kathy Eckert
Emily Schultz

•

Lotion

•

Toothpaste

•

Calendars

•

Puzzle books

•

Mints

•

Candy bars

•

Christmas ornaments

•

Hand sanitizer

6
Eric Blodgett

8
Bob Hanson

16
Henry Stephens

17
Paul Salisbury

19
Cindy Best
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20
Ellie Foote

27
Caroline Patchett

29
Elizabeth Lang
Amy Stell

30
Ethan Coleman

Food Pantry
We are accepting donations for the Newark Food Closet. They can be placed in
the wagon just outside the Sanctuary or in the bin just inside the lounge.
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Interconnectedness
Oct 3rd, 2021World Communion Day: Sermon for “Youth”: Interconnectedness
by visiting pastor, CRE, Susan Frost
Today is World Communion Sunday: (October 3, 2021)
World Communion Sunday began at Shadyside Presbyterian Church in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in 1933. The Rev. Hugh Thompson Kerr and his congregation sought to demonstrate the interconnectedness of Christian churches,
regardless of denomination.
What is interconnectedness?
The Native-American Hopi have an ancient saying: “All dreams spin out
from the same web.” Chief Seattle, a Suquamish and Duwamish chief,
is credited with saying in 1854: "Man did not weave the web of life—
he is merely a strand in it. Whatever he does to the web, he does to
himself."
This is the nature of interconnectedness. It goes deeper than the idea of
being connected.
Connected means “joined, linked, or related.” Interconnected means
there are internal connections like the strands of a web or the
threads of a tapestry. What is interconnected does not hold together
without its other parts. It is interdependent for its very existence.
Being interconnected adds the elements of strength and flexibility that
are necessary for existence and endurance.
So, World Communion Sunday reminds us that we are interconnected-we are
not just connected, we are “inter”connected. What happens to one affects
everyone.
Squeeze your stress ball-what happens?
When you squeeze the ball-what you do affects the whole world.
World-Wide Communion symbolizes not just the churches connectiveness, but the fact that we are stronger together because we are interconnected-we are “All of One.”
Rev. Kerr said the following:
“The concept spread very slowly at the start. People did not give it a whole lot of
thought. It was during the Second World War that the spirit caught hold, because we were trying to hold the world together. World-Wide Communion
symbolized the effort to hold things together, in a spiritual sense. It emphasized that we are one in the Spirit and the Gospel of Jesus Christ.”
As we celebrate World-Wide Communion today, we are truly brothers and sisters of ONE-we are interconnected and that means we are stronger together;
let us work as interconnected partners with our other brothers and sisters
around the world. Their concerns are our concerns-we are interconnected.

2020 Session
Members
Moderator:
Susan Frost
Clerk of Session:
Cari Taylor
Dale Groover
Scott Blondell
Karen Cameron
Rick Bald
Natalie Lemmon
Steve Mitchell

2020 Deacons
Gil Burgess
Holly Burgess
Steve Mitchell
Sue Rowe
Deb McCrossen
Natalie Lemmon

Judy Leone
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From The Pastor
I begin as Paul began his letters:
Susan, servant of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ Jesus who are in the
Park Presbyterian Church in Newark, NY; grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
I am privileged to walk along beside you for a time on your present journey.
I too have been on a journey; my journey started in the summer of 2003 when I felt
called by God to look into lay preaching. I didn’t know what lay ahead; I only knew
that God was calling me. As the journey evolved, changes took place. And, with
each change was a transition. I was recently reminded that there is a difference
between a change and a transition. Case in point, my family just made a big
change. We moved from Trumansburg to Rochester. That was the change; the
transition is still ongoing and will be for a while. You see, transitions require us to
end certain things in order to begin new ones. Transitions are both chaotic, and
creative at the same time. During the time I am with you, I look forward with joy to
getting messy and in seeing how the Holy Spirit will use this time to transform, remake, and re-energize Park Presbyterian for the work that is now needed in this
time and place.
My journey has led me to Park Presbyterian Church, where I will be your
Interim Pastor. As I look forward to learning more about each of you, I share the
following. I have three children by my first marriage. My oldest, Zachary Frederick,
lives in Canada with his wife, April. Zach works in potato research and with farmers.
My middle son, Aaron, is in his fourth year as a Vet student at Cornell. My youngest son, Jonathan, resides with us in Rochester. My husband, Steven, just retired
from teaching. I call Steven my ambassador. He loves to mingle and to tell stories.
I’m the serious one-he’s the kidder. I graduated in May of 2020 with my Masters-of
-Divinity degree and finished up my Clinical Pastoral Education in April. I have been
doing pulpit supply since January, so many of you are used to seeing me on Sunday
mornings. I felt called to Park Presbyterian; I feel sure that this interim time will be
a time of growth for all of us as we work together in ministry drawing on each other’s strengths and encouraging each other in our weaknesses.
It is fitting that we will soon celebrate Advent and Christmas together. Just
as we have a cycle of seasons-those of spring, summer, fall, and winter, the Church
has seasons-Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Easter, Pentecost, and Ordinary
(Continued on page 8)

Yummy News
The Deacons and PW are planning another yummy take out dinner for $8.00. It
will be by pre-sale only. We will serve chili, cornbread, and another chunky
brownie. The food will be prepared on Dec. 10th, with take out pick-up on Sat.
morning from 9:30 til 12:00.....just in time for you to enjoy on Sunday while
watching the Buffalo Bills and an afternoon of football. Don't miss this traditional football meal!!!
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Letter from Stewardship
The Finance Committee and Stewardship Sub-Committee along with the
Session wishes to thank you for your continued generous support of Park Presbyterian Church.
Park Church continues to strive to fund its budget from annual pledges
and other contributions. Please consider making a pledge to our 2021 Annual
Pledging Campaign. Our Stewardship goal again, is to raise $100,000 in financial
pledges.
We appreciate your support and ask that you prayerfully and thoughtfully
consider your pledge. A pledge card is enclosed with this letter. Stewardship Sunday is November 21, 2021. Please return the pledge card before or during worship on November 21, 2021, to the office during the week, or return via mail to
110 Maple Court by the first Sunday in December.
As good stewards, we strive to preserve the gifts from previous generations. Special projects and regular upkeep represent a significant demand on our
operation budget. The Finance Committee brings to Session a suggested yearly
withdrawal amount from the endowment to cover short falls that arise. The unrestricted funds in the endowment suffer with these withdrawals.
Your Time and Talents are so helpful in keeping Park Church serving our
membership and the community. They are a large and important part of Church
life. With last year’s restrictions (Covid) and loss of Church activities the attendance of members is now encouraged and needed. Attending a Church Service
gives you a chance to worship openly with others, a chance for fellowship, a
chance to find out what is happening (new interim Pastor), and a chance to bring
concerns to Church leaders. Attending may also give you a chance to see how
your time and/or talents can become part of your stewardship.
We appreciate your support and attention. God bless you and yours.
Henry Stephens
Elder, Member Finance Committee
Chair Stewardship Committee

The Mitten Tree
(aka as sock, glove and hat tree)
The Mitten tree is returning to Park Church again. For the last several years we
have collected mittens, hats and gloves on our mitten tree during the cold
months. If you can, bring in new mittens, gloves, hats or socks to hang on the
tree. The mission team will distribute them to local charities. Let’s make Newark
a warmer place to be this winter.
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(Continued from page 6, From the Pastor)

Time. Advent begins on November 28, 2021. Not only does November 28th mark
the beginning of Advent, but it also begins the Church cycle; it is the beginning of a
new Church Year. Happy New Year! In the ancient world, various peoples lit fires to
mark the turning of the light into the darkness of the winter season; they prayed for
the return of the light. The church has Christianized the practice in the lighting of
the Advent wreath. To us, these candles are signs of the growing light of Christ who
is coming again in all fullness into the darkness of our world. Until that Great Day’s
dawning, we watch and wait. Advent is made up of the four Sundays preceding
Christmas. We light a candle each Sunday-one of hope, of peace, of joy, and of love.
As we light the candles each week, we contemplate the meaning of the promises
that each candle symbolizes and what it means for our life here and now as we join
in Christ’s ministry of reconciliation and the transforming work of the Holy Spirit.
The Worship Committee will be asking for volunteers to do a short reading
each week for Advent made up of scripture and a short reflection and to light the
Advent candle (s). One verse will be sung by the congregation. Whether this is done
by family members, or by a couple of brothers and/or sisters in Christ, makes no
difference. We look forward with anticipation to all volunteers and the Holy Spirit’s
leading. This will take place after the Prelude and before the Call to Worship. Advent
is a season of waiting and anticipation. It heralds in a new Church year. As such, it is
the end of the old and the beginning of the new. The lighting of the Advent wreath
reminds us that God is constantly at work in the life of the Church molding and making it new. As we journey together this year, let us together sing as the words of the
old hymn state, “O Come, O Come Emmanuel.”
Come Lord Jesus, Come! Bring your light into the darkness; make us open to
the new and give us the courage to give up whatever holds us from moving into the
coming light with you. Amen.
Yours in Christ,
Susan

Lectionary Readings for
Advent/Christmas
November 28th: Jer. 33: 14-16; Psa. 25: 1-10; I Thess. 3: 9-13; Luke 21: 25-36
December 5th: Mal. 3: 1-4; Luke 1: 68-79; Phil. 1: 3-11; Luke 3: 1-6
December 12th: Zeph. 3: 14-20; Isaiah 12: 2-6; Phil. 4: 4-7; Luke 3: 7-18
December 19th: Lessons and Carols
Christmas Eve: Isaiah 9: 2-7; Psalm 96; Titus 2: 11-14; Luke 2: 1-20
1st Sunday of Christmas: Jeremiah 31: 7-14; Psalm 147: 12-20; Ephesians 1: 3-14;
John 1: 1-18
2nd Sunday of Christmas: (Epiphany) Isaiah 60: 1-6; Psalm 72: 1-7, 10-14; Ephesians
3: 1-12; Matthew 2: 1-12

November 2021
Sunday

Monday

1

7

14

21

Tuesday

2

Wednesday Thursday

3

Chancel Bells 4PM

Webelos Meeting
6PM

Crew 138 7:30PM
Pack 138 Meeting
6 PM

8

9

10

Bob Hanson

Kathy Eckert
Emily Schultz

Finance 4:30PM
Chancel Bells 4PM

Webelos Meeting
6 PM

Pack 138 Meeting
6PM

15

16

17

Henry Stephens

Paul Salisbury

Chancel Bells 4PM

Webelos Meeting
6PM

Crew 138 7:30PM
Session 7PM
DAR 10AM
Pack 138 Meeting
6 PM

22

23

24

Friday

4

5

Lynn Blodgett
Bob Finewood

Katherine Coleman Eric Blodgett
Caleb Coleman

11

18

25

AA 6PM

12

13

NA 6PM

AA 6PM

19

20

Cindy Best

Ellie Foote

NA 6PM

AA 6PM

26

27
Caroline Patchett

Stewardship
Sunday

Chancel Bells 4PM

Webelos Meeting
6 PM

28

29

30

Elizabeth Lang
Amy Stell

Ethan Coleman

Chancel Bells 4PM

6

Garden Club 9AM
NA 6PM

PARKVIEW
SUBMISSIONS
DUE

First Sunday
Of Advent

Saturday

Webelos Meeting
6 PM

THANKSGIVING

NA 6PM

AA 6PM
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“We will make Christ visible
by believing, living and
sharing the word of God.”

Be sure to check out our Facebook page for another way to see the Sunday Services.
Facebook is at: www.facebook.com\parkchurch110\
(Be sure to like and follow to get notifications when we go live.)

