
 

Heit’s Point benefits from the National Lutheran Outdoors Ministry Association, which is an organization 

made up of individuals who support Lutheran outdoors ministry centers across the country.  NLOMA pro-

vides services like summer staff recruitment, conferences, professional growth, oppor-

tunities, periodicals, consultation services and much more.  For information contact 

Heit’s Point or go to www.nloma.org .  Consider becoming a member of NLOMA! 
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Stewardship Notes 

 Bequest:  Is This Gift Right for You?  

 In general, a charitable bequest works for anyone who would like to support Heit’s Point Lutheran Minis-

tries, Inc. in the future.  Because you can change your mind any time and make your gift in relative propor-

tion to bequest for family and friends, this type of gift has universal appeal. 

Profile of a Bequest Donor 

   You want to support Heit’s Point Lutheran Ministries after your lifetime. 

   You have a will or living trust, or are ready to create one. 

   You are young or old, wealthy or middle class. 

   You want to make a charitable gift while ensuring family is taken care of first. 

   You want to maintain the flexibility to change your mind at any time. 

 
We can help with the proper beneficiary language to include in your estate document.  Contact the HPLM 
Executive Director at 660-668-2363 for assistance without obligation and in confidence. 

“And my God will meet all your 

needs according to His glorious 

 riches in Christ Jesus.  To our 

 God and Father be glory  

forever and ever.        Amen  

  Philippians 4:19-20 
           “Strengthening the Connection with the Vine”  
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Dear Friends in Christ 
 God has blessed Heit’s Point with some new opportuni-

ties for outdoor Ministry.  We continue to take God’s message to 

people where they are in their lives.  We will offer daycamp this 

year to provide a Christian place for busy parents to send their 

children.  The end of this month is our first Crappie Tournament, 

with a children’s derby on Sunday, encouraging families doing 

things together.  The Outdoor Festival is going to be even more 

exciting this year, with activities all day long, ending with home-

made ice cream at 4 pm.  In August, if your interests are quilting 

or motorcycles, check out the retreats.  Please, let us know if 

there is something you would like to see scheduled here in 

God’s beautiful creation. 

 As God continues to bless us, the world continues to  

challenge us.  Food costs have continued to rise.  We have 

worked diligently to create a menu (check it out on our website) 

to keep our prices affordable.  The economy has challenged 

many families, which increases the need for camperships for 

youth to come to camp.  Upgrading facilities to meet the activity 

and lodging needs of our patrons is a constant need.  To add to 

our challenges, the housekeeping van wore out, but it has given 

us 9 years of service. 

 How can you help?  Each of you should have gotten our 

Spring Appeal letter which shared how camp impacts families.  If 

each of you would send just $25, it would supply camperships 

for many youth, help maintain our food costs, and keep our facili-

ties ready for service.  Please prayerfully consider this and use 

the envelope provided to join us in this Ministry. 

 May God continue to bless all of you as you serve Him in 

your own unique way.       

      God’s Blessings! 

      Mark Nolte  

      Executive Director 
  

2013 Calendar 

April  26-28 

 Crappie Tournament 

Jun 9 

 Outdoor Festival 

 

Jun 2 - Aug 3 

 Summer Camp 

  

Check us out on Facebook, we 

are up to 400 Friends, more 

join everyday! 



From the Board 
 The board had its first meeting this year on the 20th of March.  There were a lot of topics 

discussed during the meeting which we will try to pass on to you. 

 During the winter months there was a considerable amount of effort to update/

organize our Governing Manual.  The Policy Manual is now a part of the Governing 

Manual which eliminated redundancy and enhanced the continuity of written guidelines 

from the board to the Executive Director.  This effort started back in July 2012 so it was 

a lengthy but important effort. 

 The financial reports provided by Mark were troubling.  Mainly the End of Year 

Appeal only raised one third of the amount we needed to help us through the winter 

months.  We understand the economy is not helping any of us.  But, we still need your 

help during the winter months.  An example that would sure help is: approximately 800 

appeal letters were sent and if each recipient would reply with a $25.00 donation, it 

would have given us the much needed $20,000 we were short.  Somehow, we are going 

to need to expand our summer revenue to make up this shortfall.  We are sure that God 

will be there to help.  After all, we are providing a respite to many and are spreading his 

Love through word and deed to all who come.  Now that is OUTREACH. 

 Our summer camp attendance has been stuck at around 200.  Again the economy 

has had an impact.  To overcome this, Mark will be making many school visits to encour-

age summer camp attendance. Do you have a child, grandchild or neighbor child that 

would benefit from coming to camp?  Go to our website and check it out.  Your gift of 

making a child aware of camp or financial help to a child will bring much happiness to 

not only the child, but to you. 

 The board authorized Mark to use the newly acquired 30 passenger bus for day 

camp transportation within the local community.  There has been a need for a local day 

camp. We had tried to do this previously but the costs were prohibitive.  Now with our 

own bus and volunteer drivers, the board approved a 3 year trial period to market and 

conduct a day camp. 

 The building committee has been hard at work developing preliminary costs and 

sketches for three options: a multipurpose building, a temporary classroom, or a Spitz 

addition.  After looking at comparable costs, the committee recommended to the board 

the formation of a new building committee to begin extensive planning towards a multi 

phased addition to the Spitz.  The first phase would build a two-story structure with a 

meeting room and six motel rooms on the lower level. The Chairman appointed two 

board members and suggested other supporters that would be good candidates to serve on 

the committee.  The board estimates that we will be in this planning phase for at least a 

year or more before any finalized costs estimates/plans will be completed.   

 As you can see, the board has been and will continue to be hard at work to make 

sure that Heit’s Point will remain a place where people can enjoy His creation and walk 

away rejuvenated with His Spirit.  While this will be after the fact, the board wants to 

wish you a Blessed Easter.   
 

“He has Risen, He has Risen indeed”. 
 

      Blessings, 

   Bill Buehrle, Chairman 
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Volunteer Opportunity 

Wish List 

 We are thankful for the support of our wish list.  Sleeping bags, kitchen utensils, sheet sets and 

more have been funded.  The newest need as you read on the front page, the housekeeping van 

has failed.  If you have a vehicle that could work for this function, please consider a donation to 

this Ministry.  Thank all of you for your generous donations. 

"Families living and working together in Christ" 

Come and join other families, growing together, building relationships in God's beautiful     

creation.  Help build lodging, create activity areas, and  a worship retreat area to help grow 

the Ministry opportunities at Heit's Point. 

 Add a 12x12 bunkroom addition 

and deck on the south side. 

 Take an area of God's Creation 

overlooking the lake and devel-

op an open air chapel like the 

one on the right. 

July 7-12 July 14-19 July 21-26 



Volunteer feedback 
  

 Hi, I’m Audrey Horton.  My husband John & I have been volunteering at Heit’s Point for over 

25 years.  We as a family have camped, stayed in cabins, and brought our boat down with our 

church group.  We have  volunteered with AAL groups, directors, and committees. 
 

 At this time in our lives we live in our motor home “full time”.  A few years ago on our way 

back north from Texas, while awaiting a call from Laborers for Christ, we stayed in the RV section 

of Heit’s Point.  What was going to be a few weeks turned into 10 before we left for a project in   

Idaho.  Thus started “work camping” and the realization that it could be beneficial to both Heit’s 

Point and the Laborers.  
 

 Last summer and this past one we have enjoyed being at Heit’s Point as “work campers” as 

well as volunteers.  John does general maintenance, plumbing (toilet repairs), electrical, fallen 

trees, or whatever comes up and its usually unexpected things, just like home.  I keep the washer & 

dryer going on Mondays and Tuesdays or whenever to try and keep up with the housekeeping 

staffs needs.   I also help in the kitchen and do other miscellaneous things as needed. 
 

 As a volunteer there is plenty to do, this year we reseeded behind the Spitz Center, and 

seeded the top tier and back yard of the new Rinne Activity Center.  While watering the flower beds 

it is very enjoyable watching the humming bird wars.  While I weed the flower beds, John weedeats 

wherever it is needed.  We also enjoyed walking the trails while spraying for poison ivy. 
 

 Heit’s Point is always in need of volunteers.  We encourage you to get a few people together 

and come for a day trip.  Maybe dedicate one a month to come help maintain the flower beds, wash 

windows, or clear cedar trees.  It you can think of something you can do, be assured that it proba-

bly needs done somewhere on the property. 

 
          

Thrivent Choice 

Thank you to all those who have taken advantage of their opportunity to direct “Choice Dol-

lars” from Thrivent Financial for Lutherans!  Heit’s Point received $25,878 in 2012.  The funds from 

this member-advised charitable grant program continue to be very important to Lutheran organiza-

tions and congregations alike by taking the place of previous supplemental and matching pro-

grams.  

 We are excited  that this program will continue in 2013 and that Thrivent members once 

again will be able to direct their Choice Dollars to the organization of their choice.  This can 

be done very simply with a phone call to (800) 847-4836, or if you have access to the Inter-

net, at www.thrivent.com/choicedollars.  The Internet option gives you full access to your 

balances, all available recipient organizations, and a simple way to direct your dollars at any time 

that you would like. 

Thanks for remembering Heit’s Point with Thrivent Choice!  Your choice is a huge blessing as we 

partner together in this Ministry; “Strengthening the Connection with the Vine”. 

Check out how we’re using facebook and the web for Ministry! 
 
Www.heitspoint.com/newsletters_and_bulletin_inserts  provides you with past newsletters back to 
Jan 2011, and monthly bulleting inserts for 2013.  Feel free to use newsletter articles or the bulletin 
inserts to promote God’s Ministry here. 
 
On www.facebook.com/heits.point Jeanene shares a Ministry message at least weekly.  This way of 
communication continues to grow, take a look and share your thoughts. 

 

What does a bus do for the Lord’s Ministry at Heit’s Point. 
 

Makes it possible for us to offer Day Camp for our local communities.  Supplying children with an 

exciting summer experience in God’s beautiful creation. 

 

New Summer camp programs 

 Horse camp, utilizing an off-site horse stable. 

 Field trip during water week to visit the fish hatchery. 

 

Program support 

 Potential trips to Christian programs. 

 

Many other possibilities which will be developed as the needs arise. 

  

 Friends of Heit’s Point 
What does it mean to be a “Friend of Heit’s Point”?  Is it the right to vote on board members. Or, the 
association of financially donating or volunteering.  Or, maybe you just like the outdoors.  All of 
these have their own merits. 

 

Personally, I see a “Friend of Heit’s Point” as one who believes in the Ministry “Strengthening the 
Connection with the Vine” and who also believes that Outdoor Ministry can be an important out-
reach for our congregations to reach those who need to hear about Jesus Christ.  I know many of 
you personally and I see this in your actions when you are here and when I visit your congregations. 

 

As a “Friend of Heit’s Point” we are a servant to our congregations and to all those who need to 
hear about Jesus Christ.  How or what can we do as servants to carry out the Ministry Christ has set 
before us? 

 

Join me in prayer, as we contemplate how to get all those youth in camp to help strengthen their 
faith, how we can reach those people who we can’t get to church, and how we can use the solitude 
and peace of His creation to strengthen our own faith in Him. 

          In His Service: 

          Mark Nolte 



 
  
 

 

       
    
 

Rev. Dr. Lee Hagan serves as senior pastor of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Concordia, 

Missouri and as First Vice-President of the Missouri District.  He is a graduate of Concordia 

University, Seward, Nebraska and Concordia Seminary, St. Louis.  He has spoken on top-

ics such as youth and family ministry, witnessing and assimilation, as well as many issues 

related to rural and small town ministry.  Pastor Hagan is married to Jill, who works as a 

speech and language pathologist.  The Hagans have  two children, Caroline and Jack. 

Hearts of Praise, a band based out of Springfield, MO, is a group of musi-

cians using their blessings and gifts of music to share the love of God and 

salvation of Jesus Christ with all mankind. We come from different Chris-

tian backgrounds, and we’ve been brought together, by the grace of God, 

to bring people close to Him. 

Come and enjoy a day filled with worshiping God, eat-

ing delicious food, having fun and fellowship with old 

friends, making new ones, and enjoying God’s beauti-

ful creation. 

9 am 

     through  

      5 pm 

Why? 

Come  and 

           Fiind out!   

 Day Camp 

  

What’s Happening! 

For more information check the website:  www.heitspoint.com/day_camp_2013 


