August Mission Project
ALS Walk with Team Mark Steele and Neal North

Sunset Hills Church

Join others from Sunset Hills in an ALS walk to
support ALS research and two of our own members
Mark Steele who is struggling with ALS and its
effects and Neal North, who succumbed to the disease
in July.

August 2022

Sign up online at Walk to Defeat ALS Omaha and
join the team of Mark Steele and Neal North. Then
join us on Saturday, August 20 at Werner Park. Walk
registration starts at 9:00 a.m. and the walk begins at
10:30 a.m.
Please talk to Ron Reed if you have any questions and
thank you for helping!

Sunset Hills Baptist Church
9416 Pacific Street
Omaha, NE 68114

Newsletter
Pastor Paul Ponders
For this, my last editorial, I began as I often
do when I write. It started with some free
association; ‘what would I want the congregation
to remember when I leave’, then ‘what’s wrong
with the world’, then ‘what happened to the
church?’ I started spiraling deeper and deeper into
despair, not feeling much hope for the world as we know it or the church
we have known. This all does not make for a positive and encouraging
letter to the congregation.
So, I circled around, leaving the junk behind, and headed back to the first list. What would I
want the congregation to remember?
Put God first. Let’s not fool ourselves into thinking we know all about God or that we know
all about ourselves. The relationship that we build with the help of the Holy Spirit will bring us
clarity of our purpose in His Kingdom. From Jesus, “Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.” Matthew 6:33.

Put the good of the people second. Phil 2:3-4 says, “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or
vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. Each of you should look
not only to your own interest, but also to the interests of others.” Pretty simple.
Don’t confuse your will, wants, or wishes with God’s. In Matthew 6:10 Jesus says in prayer,
‘Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”
Contact us at:
402-391-0820
www.sunsethillschurch.org
sunset@sunsethillschurch.org

Love God- Love People. Matthew 22:37: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the
second is like it, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang on these
two commandments.” If you think you have this love for neighbor thing down, look again.
Continued on Page 2

Continued from Page 1

Search committee requires focused determination

The two most important ministries of the church: Education (Discipling) and Missions.
Jesus says, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I
am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:18-20

By Terry Anderson, moderator
In my 36 years as a member at Sunset Hills Baptist Church, just four men have served as our
pastor. That’s quite an accomplishment. Deleting the time carved away for interim pastors,
that’s an average of about 7 years, pretty close to what is considered normal for American
Baptist churches.

Encourage one another and forgive. “Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving
each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.” Ephesians 4:32. “Do not let unwholesome talk
come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their
needs.” Ephesians 4:29

That means we’ve not often gone through the process required to secure a new pastor. Other
denominations fill their pulpit in different ways. United Methodists have pastors assigned,
for three-year periods, after which the congregations and pastors can determine if they want
the pairing to continue for another three years.

Work toward inclusion and acceptance. When someone comes to worship, assume they
are looking for a church home and friendships to build in that church home. We are called to
love, even the stranger in our midst. After all, God forgave us while we were still sinners. He
does that for others too. See Romans 5:8.

A few weeks ago, my sisters and our spouses worshipped in the 163-year-old Methodist
church building in Brownville, Nebraska. Back in the 1950s, the Methodist hierarchy
continually tried to close the church but its congregation wouldn’t allow it. The state leaders
sent a pastor to see what was happening there, why this tiny group of Methodists refused to
fold.

The Ministry of the Laity. We have enough people for what God wants us to do, but that’s
only if everyone has a job and does it faithfully. Read Ephesians 4:11-13.
There is depth in each of these reminders about living the Christ-led life. There are many
more. Although most of these things are ‘simple’, it may take more effort than we have. So
above all, Pray! “Be joyful always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances, for this
is the Lord’s will for you in Christ Jesus.” I Thessalonians 5:16-18.
Thank you for being a loving congregation, encouraging me and interceding for me in prayer
through all the ups and downs life has handed us over the last six years. I don’t think I could
have done it without you. God bless!

Nancy Berney
Amber Dale
Mark & Ruth Steele
Jack & Carol Welch

Tom Thompson
Yvonne Swearingen
Patty Martin
Dick & Norma Larsen

That Sunday the six of us nearly doubled the service’s attendance. After all those years, that
church remains, now yoked with another Methodist church. That congregation was 100 years
old when Sunset Hills was born. Ponder that for a moment – an incredible accomplishment.
Now, as we begin the search for a replacement for our retiring Pastor Paul, we look at
candidates who can lead us for an indefinite period. We can’t expect 25 years, but can hope
to hit or surpass the 7-year average for ABC pulpits.
The search committee is being formed and should be a good representation of our
membership: young and old, men and women, multi-racial, and members long enough to
know Sunset Hills’ history and vision.

Prayers for Health, Healing, and Strength
Joanne Kelley
Jacque McDuffie
Deanne Caughey
Nancy Quinnette
Dan & Marge Todd

Not only did that pastor see how that congregation continued to thrive and serve, despite its
low numbers, he became the Brownville church’s pastor – for the next 25 years. That’s
devotion by both the members and the pastor.

Sandy Richards
Margaret Dappen
Barb Ganey
Betty Prokop

On-going prayers of well-being for shut-ins and military personnel
PLEASE Text or call and leave a message for BOTH Deanne Caughey at 402-676-9327, AND
Dot North at 402-658-6401. One of them will confirm that your request was received and it
will be sent out to the prayer chain. Your prayers are very important and this will be very
helpful in case someone is out of town or ill.

Whether it takes a few months or a couple of years, the committee will work with a focused
determination to find the next pastor who can lead us, to serve our community, our
congregation and our God.

Vision Statement
Communicate the love of God so all may experience the joy of a relationship with Christ.
Mission Statement
Build disciples by empowering each church participant to practice personal and
congregational mission to reach people in our everyday lives.
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Date

Attendance

Giving

May 29

37

$3,285.00

June 5

50

$3,972.00

June 12

52

$3,019.67

June 19

43

$2,563.00

June 26

55

$3,069.00

Adult Sunday School August Update - Ron Reed
The Adult Sunday School Class will begin the 4-part DVD study of Facing
Life’s Obstacles, by Dr. Charles Stanley, who teaches that you can tackle any
obstacle by responding with courage and faith. Come, learn and fellowship
with us from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. on Sunday mornings in the upstairs classroom.

Date

Attendance

Giving

July 3

40

$3,452.00

July 10

50

$5,048.00

July 17

52

$3,057.00

July 24

54

$1,992.00

July 31

TBD

TBD

Steve Bottum
Carol Welch
Mike Minarick
Josh Gilliland
Terry Anderson
Pastor Paul Marine
Cindy Combs
Nathan Swearingen
Dalton Heller
Ron Reed
Chandra McCormick
Momoro Ono
Jane Ray
Margaret Dappen
Roy Loeffler

SHBC Financial Scoreboard
May Pledges
YTD Pledges
YTD Income
YTD Expenses

June Pledges
YTD Income
YTD Expenses
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150% Effective
130% Effective

August 7
August 14
August 21

Communion - Let Christ Take Hold of You
Rejoice!
Pastor’s Last Sunday - Thanks for the Memories

Philippians 3
Philippians 4
Philippians 1

$69,957
$79,434

107% Effective
$88,341
$95,472

Mark & Deanne Caughey
Steve & Jess Mikkelsen
Joe & Donna Colligan
Dan & Marge Todd
Mike & Sarah Minarick
Mark & Ruth Steele
Bill & Theresa Clark
Doug & Jean Larsen

Pastor Staff Relations Committee August Update - Ron Reed

46 Years
10 Years
43 Years
23 Years
46 Years
35 Yeas
34 Years
36 Years

Happy Anniversary!
Dear Sunset Hills Baptist Church,

Thank you so much for your recent
donation drive on behalf of our mamas and their
babies. We are so blessed by an
Omaha community that takes
such good care of all our needs. You truly are Jesus for us, and make our
mission possible. God bless you all!
Bobbie and Jaylen, Amanda S., Amanda and Mateo, Abby
(Bethlehem House)

Upcoming Sermon Schedule

Your committee members are Nancy Berney, Jason Rich, Kerry Thompson, Denise Vanosdall,
and Ron Reed as the ministry’s leader. Our purpose is to facilitate communication between the
congregation and ministerial staff, be the middle ground for discussing and resolving concerns,
and enhance constructive relationship between clergy and the congregation. Each of you in our
Sunset Hills Baptist Church family matter, and we invite you to share your ideas or needs with
any member of this committee. They will be addressed in a timely manner.
Your prayers for our new Pastor Search Committee would be appreciated, as well, please pray
for the pastor God is preparing to serve His flock at Sunset Hills. God has brought to us an
opportunity to grow with this change, and each of us will have an important contribution to
make with the gifts God has given to us.
Stewardship Ministry 2022 Team August Update - Ron Reed
A new leader is seriously needed for this ministry. Ron Reed has made it fairly easy for
someone to take on this responsibility and will partner with whoever answers God’s call for this
position until they are able to lead on their own. We are so thankful for the servant hearts of
each one on this team.
Men’s Study Group August Update - Ron Reed
We meet Tuesday evenings by way of Zoom from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. We’d love to have other
men who wish to strengthen there faith join us. We read the assigned text in the week prior to
the Zoom meeting, during which we openly discuss the material. The current Study is Scot
McKnight’s, James and Galatians. Please contact Bob Molby, Don Zak, Bob Slechta,
Marvin Vanosdall, or Ron Reed for more information.

Sunset Hills Baptist Church
Ministry Council Minutes
June 20, 2022
Attendees: Pastor Paul Marine, Terry Anderson, Moderator; Scott Darden, Vice-Moderator;
Doug Larsen, Treasurer; Becki Pike, Church Clerk; LaShawnda Woods, Discipleship; Ron Reed,
Pastor/Staff Relations, Stewardship; Donald Zak, Worship; Jason Workman, Safety/Security;
Visitors Bob Molby, Marvin Vanosdall
Devotion and Prayer: Pastor Paul Marine
Clerk: A motion was made to accept the minutes from the May 16, 2022, Ministry Council
meeting.
Treasurer’s Report: Scott Darden presented the monthly financial statement for Doug
Larsen. A motion to accept the financial report was made and passed.
Old Business:
Ministry leadership/board openings: Missions/Outreach, Stewardship: Ron has been trying
to recruit someone to take over for Stewardship.
Car Show Prep: This event is planned for September 18 from 12:00 – 5:00 p.m. We are hoping
to have sponsor tables and a food truck. We would like to get an organizing committee in place
for organizing the event.
New Business:
July-August council meeting preparations: Ministries look at list and plan accordingly.
Discipleship: August Sunday school kickoff, young adult class, young women’s Bible
Study: Open house in the fall. Maybe change children’s church time to be during service when
there are enough kids.
Mission/Outreach: Faith and Family Night at Werner Park on July 23 at 5:05 p.m. Tickets are
$15 and include game and concert by Cory Asbury.
What and how do we reach out: Suggestions were Wednesday night dinners or how to make
inexpensive dinners.
July missions project - “Back to School” backpacks: We will be collecting backpacks and
school supplies for Pine Elementary.
August missions Project - ALS walk: Will be held on August 20 at Werner Park to support
Mark Steele and Neal North.
Music/Worship: preparing greeter/usher/offering/communion server schedules: Going to
get list together and organize a schedule.
Shepherding help with home visits and/or phone calls: Looking for volunteers to visit or call
individuals that are in need of someone to talk to.
Security/Safety: short term preparations; on-site probation training; Safety and Security
training; new security measures: On July 1 and 29 the church will be used for probation
training. Jason will make sure building is locked when they are done. Safety and security would
like to have some more specialized training and also to have double sliding locks installed on
wood doors at building entrance.

Pastor/Staff Relations: mid-year pay evaluations: We will be discussing midyear raises
next month.
Closing Prayer: Jason Workman
Next Meeting: July 18, 2022, 6:30 p.m.
Sunset Hills Baptist Church
Ministry Council Minutes
July 18, 2022
Attendees: Pastor Paul Marine, Terry Anderson, Moderator; Scott Darden, Vice-Moderator;
Becki Pike, Clerk; LaShawnda Woods, Discipleship; Ron Reed, Pastor/Staff Relations; Donald
Zak, Worship; Jason Workman, Safety/Security; Pam Hamlin, Shepherding; Visitors Rev. Dr.
Robin Stoops, Executive Minister ABC Nebraska, Bob Molby, Rick Wheatley, Linda Wheatley
Devotion and Prayer: Pastor Paul Marine
Clerk: A motion was made to accept the minutes from the June 20, 2022, Ministry Council
meeting.
Treasurer’s Report: Scott Darden presented the monthly financial statement for Doug
Larsen. A motion to accept the financial report was made and passed.
Old Business:
Missions/Outreach:
Back to School backpacks: On August 3rd at 6:00 p.m. we plan to fill all backpacks being
donated to Pine elementary.
ALS walk: This event is being held on August 20th at Werner Park. Donations are being
collected and you can register to walk for Team Mark Steele and Neal North.
September missions project: Car show will be our mission/outreach for the month. A
4-person committee needs to be formed to help plan and organize this event.
Ministry leadership/board openings: Mission/Outreach, Stewardship: We really need to
work on getting vacancies filled.
New Business:
Pastor Paul’s retirement; find interim; form search committee: Plans to get pulpit covered
for the next few months and get search committee started have begun. Robin Stoops gave an
overview of what the process will look like to get an interim pastor and to hire a pastor.
Quarterly phone calls to members/regular attendees: List will be put together and sent.
August-September Council/Ministry preparations: Each ministry is to check back on
agenda.
Pastor/Staff Relations: Mid-year pay evaluations: Council approved motion to give Denise
a raise.
Closing Prayer: LaShawnda Woods
Next Meeting: Monday August 15, 2022, 6:30 p.m.

