Since the coronavirus pandemic began more
than a year ago, we have all learned new ways
to embody the kingdom while continuing to
reflect the gospel. Through the commitment
and faith of churches and ministries throughout
the American Baptist denomination, we intentionally held tight to relationships within our
congregations and communities.
The RMMO acknowledges and shares our collective appreciation for the extraordinary
commitment of those who serve God’s people. By participating in the RMMO, all congregants
can celebrate the strength and perseverance of ministers, missionaries, and their widowed
spouses by contributing to provide emergency assistance and “Thank You” checks.

The supporting scripture for this year’s RMMO theme — “Transformed by Generosity” —
reflects how this perseverance and commitment alter us: “And we all, who with unveiled faces
contemplate the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with ever-increasing glory,
which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit” (2 Corinthians 3:18).
Once again we are encouraged, together, to support this important annual offering. Our goal
this year will be $1,100. We have two recipients of this offering within our congregation.
Let’s be supportive and generous.
Rev. Rick Wheatley
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Pastor Paul Ponders
The classic Christmas song, Silver Bells, has always been one of my favorites. The song
reminds us that there is joy and fulfillment in the anticipation of Christmas day. There are
reminders all around us. The Salvation Army tree was lit last week at the corner of 90th and
Dodge. Ray and I comment on it each time we pass. The lights are full of joy and its very
presence reminds us that Christmas is on the way. The fact that the tree is connected to the
Salvation Army, which rings their bells throughout the season, helps me appreciate the song
even more.
How does that old song go? “City sidewalks, busy sidewalks, dressed in holiday style, in the air
there's a feeling of Christmas. Children laughing, people passing meeting smile after smile and
on every street corner you'll hear. Silver bells…”
Do we still smile? You’d hardly know when so many are still covered in masks. It’s also hard
when it’s rare to hear the children laughing. Christmas should be “The Most Wonderful Time of
the Year” yet we have so much dreaded anticipation, so much stress and worry that it’s tough to
stop and see the lights, hear the snow crunch and see the smiles. COVID concerns have added to
our troubles.
Bah! Humbug! The words of Scrooge come floating down from Christmas past. Is this what
Christmas is supposed to be about?

Contact us at:
402-391-0820
www.sunsethillschurch.org
sunset@sunsethillschurch.org

We know it’s not. Christmas is a reminder of the Savior born in a cave whose followers would
call “Immanuel, God with us.” Christmas is a time to remember that this child would grow and
be a sign unto us that God is love and deeply loves people. This child would grow to be “the
light of the world!” Too bad the song Silver Bells does not more clearly point this out. But then,
Silver Bells is not our source of theology, the song is not the Bible.
(Continued on Page 2)
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Bring your heart for service

With threats of inventory not reaching the shelves in time for Christmas and the stress that it
brings, maybe this is the year we should focus more on making our Christmas an opportunity to
serve God by serving others. Be creative. Who do you know that could use company this
Christmas? Can we exchange homemade gifts? Can we give the gift of time to our children
and grandchildren? I know my grandchildren would love the gift of my time more than they
would a present. Can we volunteer to ring bells?

By Terry Anderson, moderator

God has blessed us with many ways to celebrate Christmas. Let’s go a little deeper this year.
Thank Him not only for the babe in a manger, but also for the Savior of the World whose life
was given so that we might have life abundant (even without an expensive, stressful
Christmas.)
Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights,
who does not change like shifting shadows.
James 1:17
Upcoming Sermon Schedule
November 28
December 5
December 12
December 19
December 26
January 2

Advent Anticipation
Holy Aggravation
Angelic Annotations
Awaited Adoration
Gospel Activation
What Do You Want Me to Do?

Isaiah 7:14
Luke 2:1-7
Luke 2:9-14
Luke 2:14-20, 29-32
John 21:24-25
Matthew 25:35-40

Prayers for Health, Healing, and Strength
Barbara Ganey
Margaret Dappen
Ruth Steele
Amber Dale
Nancy Quinnette

Neal North
Patty Martin
Cheryl Arnold
Carol Welch
Yvonne Swearingen

Jack Welch
Mark Steele
Carol McCormick
LeRoy Anson

On-going prayers of well-being for shut-ins and military personnel
PLEASE Text or call and leave a message for BOTH Deanne Caughey at 402-676-9327,
AND Dot North at 402-658-6401. One of them will confirm that your request was received
and it will be sent out to the prayer chain. Your prayers are very important and this will be
very helpful in case someone is out of town or ill.

As we near the end of another year, it’s time to look seriously at the leadership makeup of our
church. Sunset Hills has a moderator (me) and a Ministry Council.
The council consists of Pastor Paul, vice moderator Scott Darden, treasurer Doug Larsen, clerk
Becki Pike, plus the ministry leaders: LaShawnda Woods (Discipleship), Jason Workman
(Security and Safety), Donald Zak (Music and Worship), Ron Reed (Stewardship), Pam Hamlin
(Shepherding), Dot North (Prayer), Diane Workman (Pastor-Staff Relations) and a current
vacancy (Missions/Outreach).
These are the folks who make decisions concerning the church’s spiritual focus, finances,
facilities, worship, outreach efforts and the other elements that make up a church and its
congregation.
Of this group, only the pastor is a paid staffer. Others on our paid staff, all part-time, are the
office assistant, the music director, the keyboardist, and the custodian. We contract out our lawn
service and snow removal.
Each ministry has a board, but in the last few years, it’s been difficult to fill positions. The boards
are given authority to make decisions; if they struggle with an issue, they can bring it to the
Ministry Council. However, it can be difficult to function without board members. The pandemic
over the last nearly two years has prevented the boards from meeting like they used to and still
should.
I’ll repeat that we haven’t had a permanent leader for the Missions/Outreach board for most of
those two years. Our bylaws limit board leaders to six years and Ron Reed has reached that
monumental level, so he needs to be replaced – if that’s even possible.
Ideally, we’d have board members who could step into those leadership roles, but with a shortage
of board members, that has become difficult. Bottom line, we need our congregation to take that
step, either onto a board or leading a board.
We’ve lost several members in the last few years for a variety of reasons; deaths, job changes,
retirement moves, and those members often filled board and council positions. And sometimes
members simply get tired and need a break.
That came to mind while reading an advice column in a recent World-Herald. In that case, it was
the pastor’s 40-something-year-old daughter, who seemed to have served in just about every major
position the church had to offer: worship leader, choir director, Sunday school teacher, music
director and youth leader.
(Continued on Page 3)

Date

Attendance

Giving

October 31

51

$3,317.00

November 7

55

$4,591.00

November 14

55

$3,640.00

November 21

52

$4,251.00

November 28

TBD

TBD

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service
6:00 p.m.
Friday, December 24

Bible Study
Please plan to join us for Bible Study
on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m.
There will be no Bible Study on
December 22 and 29.
2022 Pledge Drive

Pledge packets have been mailed and
you should have received yours.
Please try to have pledge cards returned
by Sunday, December 12. If you did not
receive one, please contact the office at
402-391-0820. Thank you.

SHBC Financial Scoreboard
October Pledges
YTD Pledges

105% Effective
115% Effective

YTD Income
YTD Expenses

1
5
6
6
6
7
12
14
17
18
19
21
24
24
25

$155,223
$163,269

Terri Rich
Brittany Howe
Nalini Anderson
Asa Oloyede
Rachael Siler
David Nallathambi
Ryan Heller
Gina Slechta
Les Dappen
Cameron Rich
Kayla Workman
Amariana White
Steve Combs
Rosemary Gordon
Jean Larsen

Church Directories
The 2022 Church Directories have been
printed and are available for you to pick up
in the Narthex. If you’d rather pick one up
during the week, the office is open from
8:00 - 1:00 Monday through Friday.

Because Christmas falls on a Saturday
this year, the Church Office will be
closed on Monday and Tuesday,
December 27 and 28.

Stewardship Ministry December News - Ron Reed
We have informed the company which had the best pricing for installing storm windows to
protect our leaded glass windows that we must again put the project on hold due to budget
constraints. We pray that it can be done in God’s time as it will also improve energy
efficiency for His building.
We are beginning to form the 2022 Stewardship Ministry Team. We pray those who have
served will be led by the Spirit to serve again next year. God’s house and grounds will still
have things to take care of. We thank God for each of you and appreciate serving Him with
you. The Stewardship Ministry 2022 Team Sign-up Sheet will be emailed soon.
Merry Christmas to each of you in our church family.

(Continued from Page 7)
The advice was to possibly become a committee of one, to take some time to try some new
spiritual practices, with hopes the time away would nourish the daughter’s faith life so she
could come back to help the church grow again.
If you have stepped away from leadership roles for a while or haven’t yet taken on one of
those roles, maybe it’s time for a new challenge. If you have questions about any of our open
positions, please talk to Pastor Paul or me. Some of the descriptions of our ministries, as seen
in our bylaws, can be overwhelming, even scary.
If you need information on more than one of our ministries, we plan to have a Ministry Fair
on Sunday, March 20.
Another way to gain leadership ability is by reading “Empowering Laity, Engaging Leaders,”
co-authored by Susan Gillies, former ABC-Nebraska executive. Read it on your own, or join
our Men’s Study Group, which is working through the book when it meets via Zoom every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Check to see if it’s available at local bookstores, or search Judson Press,
Amazon, eBay, or other online book seller.
A small church such as ours doesn’t have to struggle filling leadership roles. If you have a
heart for service, this may be your time.

Sunset Hills Baptist Church
Ministry Council Meeting Minutes
November 15, 2021
Attendees: Pastor Paul Marine; Terry Anderson, Moderator; Scott Darden, Vice-Moderator;
Doug Larsen, Treasurer; Becki Pike, Clerk; Ron Reed, Stewardship; Jason Workman, Safety/
Security; LaShawnda Woods, Discipleship; Diane Workman, Pastor/Staff Relations; Pam
Hamlin, Shepherding; Donald Zak, Worship; Visitors Donna Colligan, Bob Molby
Devotion & Prayer: Pastor Paul Marine

New Business
Communion Process: We will continue to use the pre-packaged communion cups.
Funding for Christmas decoration upgrade: A donor has offered to pay for the new
decorations.
New Member Diner: The new members and annual meetings will be combined this year and
will be held on Sunday, January 30, 2022, after the worship service. Food will be prepared by
the Workman’s.

Clerk: A motion was made to accept the minutes from the October 21, 2021, Ministry Council
meeting - motion passed.

Men’s online study group: Men’s group is currently doing a study on leadership and would
like to invite everyone to join. It’s a good study to help get the congregation motivated. If
you would like to join, the group meets on Tuesday’s from 6:30-7:30 p.m. by Zoom.

Treasurer’s Report: Doug Larsen presented the financial statement for November 2021. A
motion to accept the financial reports was made and passed.

End of year ministry leadership vacancies: Ron Reed is reaching the end of his 6
years. He has offered to stay on until a replacement is found.

Ministry Updates

Closing Prayer: Bob Molby

Old Business
COVID update: Seating will remain as it has been since mask mandate was lifted. Left side
sit as you please and social distancing with a mask on the right side. We will continue to have
coffee before and after service. Council has decided not to have food after service at this time.

Next Meeting: December 20, 2021, 6:30 p.m.

2022 Church Budget progress: Letters are ready to mail to the congregation. Each ministry
should be receiving a letter with what their budgeted amount is.
Audio/Video update: Don has one more cable to install and the narthex and nursery TV’s
should be able to broadcast the service. First camera installed needs to be mounted. Second
camera is ready to install with help needed.
Website update: The company LaShawnda contacted was $75.00 per hour to update website
but does not maintain the website. Jason Workman also had a company he was going to
contact.

Angel Tree
Thank you to all who have taken tags from the tree for this year’s Angel
Tree project for Maple Crest residents.
Please have your wrapped gifts returned to the Church by Wednesday,
December 15 so they may be delivered in time for Maple Crest’s
Christmas party. Thank you.

Youth/young adult ministries: Vicki Loeffler has put together the donations brought for care
packages to go to the college students.
Trunk or Treat: We had a great turnout of kids. Diane Workman also paid to have the event
on Facebook to reach more people.
Ministry Council Vacancies: We still have the vacancy on the Mission/Outreach that needs to
be filled. If you are interested in the position or want more information as to the role and
responsibilities, please contact Pastor Paul or Terry Anderson. We also need to be reaching out
to individuals that we think would be a good fit for this position.

Thank you all for your cards and gifts of appreciation during Pastor
Appreciation Month. I am also grateful for remembering Ray and I with
Thanksgiving cards. We are so blessed.

