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Sunset Hills Church 
9416 Pacific Street 
Omaha, NE  68114 

February Mission Project 

Bethlehem House 
 

Bethlehem House is not a shelter, but a home.  It provides pregnant and       

parenting women in crisis, regardless of their faith preference, with a home, 

hope and empowerment through life-affirming services. 
 

We are collecting items throughout the month of February to help the women 

and children at Bethlehem house.  Some items needed are deodorant and face-

care items for the mothers, baby wipes and diapers for the children, and 

household needs, such as, coffee, dish soap, paper towels, toilet paper, laundry 

detergent and other laundry supplies, Clorox wipes and multi-surface cleaners.  

Donations may be left in the narthex. 
 

See Terry Anderson or Becki Pike with questions or for more information. 

 
 
 

Sunset Hills Church February 2023 Newsletter 

Don’t Wait for Christmas in July  
 

Annie and I are lousy at getting Christmas letters out. Our Advent season is so busy that we lose 

track of the calendar, and suddenly it’s December 26th, and then we’re really behind the          

proverbial 8-ball, and suddenly we’re setting up an afternoon with the grands within our reach to 

put together valentines. 
 

And as another Advent season becomes smaller in the rear-view mirror of life, I’d like to briefly 

consider the summertime retail marketing ploy called “Christmas in July” coming to a merchant 

near you. It seems early, perhaps, but please bear with me.  
 

If you think Christmas in July was born more out of the desire to generate more retail business 

than to celebrate the Incarnation, you’re right! So here’s a question: What if those of us still   

involved in retail messaging put all the effort and expense into a second Christmas event every 

year where we focus not primarily on BuyOneGetOne deals, but re-emphasize the invasion of 

the Christ child into our history? 
 

Too much to hope for? Then try this: what if we, the Church of Jesus Christ, simply took up the 

challenge of the Great Commission to make disciples as we are going about our daily lives? We 

need to understand that for many of us, it’s an additional commitment of time and possibly     

expense of some sort.  But if we can help consumers justify their need for a spare Veg-O-Master 

to “celebrate” Christmas in July, maybe we can help explain their need for justification year 

round.         (Continued on Page 2) 

  

 



Vision Statement 
Communicate the love of God so all may experience the joy of a relationship with Christ. 

 
Mission Statement 

Build disciples by empowering each church participant to practice personal and 
congregational mission to reach people in our everyday lives. 

(Continued from Page 1) 

 

We need to know the Master. We need to spread the Message, boldly and carefully, as     

encouraged by Peter: “…in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make 

your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in 

you, yet do it with gentleness and respect.” 

 

You don’t even need to wait until July to celebrate Jesus, do you? 

 

-- Steve Wamberg   

Upcoming Sermon Schedule 
 
DATE   TITLE     SCRIPTURE 
 
February 5  Accept No Substitute    Galatians 1 

February 12  Justified, and How!     Galatians 2 

February 19  Is Saving Faith a Lone Ranger?  Galatians 3 

February 26  Slave to the System or Child of God  Galatians 4 

 

We are so grateful for all the generous Christmas gifts from the church, along with so many 
gifts of baked goodies and thoughtful cards from so many families and friends at Sunset 
Hills. We are blessed to be with you, and look forward 
to a very fruitful 2023 on every front. We thank God 
for each and all of you! 
 

In Christ’s Love, 
 

Steve & Annie 

 "Grace upon Grace", coming 

soon to a church near you.  Of 

course this means Sunset Hills 

Church. 

Each year our church supports the four major offerings of the American Baptist Churches, 

and that means the first of those four is the annual America For Christ Offering.  This       

offering will be taken next month, with a 

goal of $1,400.  Be looking for further 

information. 

 

Pastor Rick Wheatley 

Camp Moses Merrill Summer Camp 2023 
 

Camp Session       Dates    Grades 

Mission Camp    June 11 - 16     7 - 12 

JAM Camp    June 11 - 13     1 - 6 

Mid-High Camp   June 18 - 23     7 - 9 

Music and Drama   June 25 - 30     4 - 12 

Day Camp    June 26 - 29     1 - 6 

Junior Camp    July 9 –14     4 - 6 

Senior High    July 16 - 21     9 - 12 

Family Camp    July 28 - 30   All Ages 
 

More information available on the slatwall in the 
narthex. 

New Meal Ministry 
 

Hopefully all have now heard about the new Meal Ministry that is forming at Sunset Hills. The 
ministry goal is to provide weekly meals for anyone in the church family that could benefit 
from having a home cooked, pre-packaged meal. This could be for a long-term  situation or 
one that may last only a few weeks or less.  If you or your family could use a little support by 
receiving a weekly meal, made with love by the Meal Ministry Team, please don’t hesitate to 
contact Pam Hamlin or Terri Rich.  We would be honored to lend a hand. 
 

Meal Ministry Mission Statement                                                                                                                                                
To provide comfort and care to Sunset Hills Church members and attendees by providing meal 
during crisis, abnormal or special circumstances.  



2 Alainah White 
3 Jack Welch 
7 Scott Darden 
12 Rita Ray 
13 Doug Larsen 
17 Jason Rich 
23 Jill Gilliland 
23  Pat Martin 
26 Nicole Loeffler 
28 Linda Kilpatrick 
28  Jenica Nallathambi 
29  Nancy Berney 

    December Pledges     114% Effective 

    YTD Pledges     123% Effective 

    YTD Income          $192,107 

    YTD Expenses          $170,406 

SHBC Financial Scoreboard 

Prayers for Health, Healing, and Strength 
 

Please pray for the NE Regional Search Committee 
Deanne Caughey  Mike Loeffler  Bob Molby  Linda Hedrick  
Glenn & Linda Kilpatrick Paul Marine  Nancy Berney  Amber Dale  
Jacque McDuffie  Yvonne Swearingen Betty Prokop  Jack & Carol Welch 
Patty Martin   Barb Ganey  Mark & Ruth Steele Nancy Quinnette     
Dan & Marge Todd    Dick & Norma Larsen     
  

On-going prayers of well-being for shut-ins and military personnel. 
 

Please text or call and leave a message for Dot North at 402-658-6401, emails may not be seen 
in a timely manner.  She will confirm that your request was received and it will be sent out to 
the prayer chain.  Your prayers are very important. 

Date Attendance Giving 

January 1 68 $3,375.00 

January 8 57 $3,304.00 

January 15 68 $2,761.80 

January 22 69 $2,438.00 

January 29 TBD TBD 

24 Telly & Shawnda Woods 22 Years 
 

Happy Anniversary! 

Women Mentoring Women 
 

Wednesday, Feb. 1 and 15 
 

6:30 p.m. with dinner served at 
6:00 p.m. 

 
See Shawnda Woods or Jacque 
McDuffie for more information. 

Adult Sunday School February Update - Ron Reed 
 

Our study of Dr. Charles Stanley’s, Life Principles – To Live By, continues.  Class attendance 

has been wonderful in the lower-level doubles classroom.  We’d love to have others join us for 

the 9:00 to10:00 a.m. Bible-based presentations.  If you would like to share in leading     

studies, we are seriously looking for others to help teach/facilitate. 

Men’s Study Group February Update - Ron Reed 
 
Having been inspired by Rev. Steve’s sermons, we are studying the Scripture and discussing 

the topics in depth. You may join us by way of Zoom on Tuesday evenings from 6:30 to 7:30. 

Please contact Don Zak, Bob Molby, Marvin Vanosdall, Bob Slechta (who’s participating 

from Florida), or Ron Reed so we can email the Zoom link to you. 

Pastor/Staff Relations Ministry February Update - Ron Reed 
 

May we all continue to pray for each member of our Pastor Search Committee.  Our next    

committee meeting will be in March unless there is an unexpected need to address a matter   

before then.  The members serving in this ministry are Nancy Berney (who’s health care we are 

praying for), Denise Vanosdall, Jason Rich, Linda Wheatley, and myself.  We are committed to 

considering matters in a timely manner, objectively and in strict confidence. 

Stewardship Ministry 2023 Team February Update - Ron Reed 
 

The team has a serious need for a new leader.  I will partner with whomever may answer 

God’s call to lead the team until they are comfortable with taking charge.  An organization is in 

place that has served His needs to care for His building and grounds fairly well.  As well, we 

have many volunteers who are serving Him by handling tasks in the ministry.  We do have a 

few more task openings to fill.  Please contact me at walkingwithHim@outlook.com to learn 

how you may serve with your God-given gift in this ministry; or, for that matter on one of the 

other ministries which have openings.  In the love of Christ, Ron Reed 

mailto:walkingwithHim@outlook.com


 
Sunset Hills Baptist Church  

Ministry Council Minutes 
January 16, 2023 

 
Attendees:  Pastor, Rev. Steve Wamberg; Music and Worship, Donald Zak;  Moderator, Terry 
Anderson; Pastor/Staff Relations, Ron Reed; Prayer, Dot North; Treasurer, Doug 
Larsen; Security/Safety, Jason Workman; Church Clerk, Becki Pike; Shepherding, Pam      
Hamlin; Discipleship, LaShawnda Woods; Visitor, Annie Wamberg 
 
Devotion and prayer – Rev. Wamberg 
Review from December 26 meeting 
Monthly treasurer report – Doug Larsen:  Treasurer report was approved.  
 
• Discipleship:  Resume children’s moment:  Need a volunteer to get this started.  
 VBS preparations, director, date:  June 10th is the tentative date for VBS. 
 
• Shepherding:  Volunteers are working on preparing frozen meals that are ready to go when 

needed.  Accounts need to be updated with new signers.  One person has reached out about 
taking over Shepherding.  They have been given information and  we are waiting their     
decision. 
Progress of restoration of nursery: camera installation: One camera has been installed.     
Second camera will be installed soon.  

 Use of nursery by outside groups:  Jason is working on getting insurance called.  
 
• Safety and Security:  February 5th is a training for all security and child workers.  
 
• Finance:  Give counter's list through March. Telly is currently working on getting this 

done.  
 
• Music and Worship:  Ushers, Communion servers’ lists: Need to get a list of volunteers 

and put together a schedule.  
 
• Pastor/Staff Relations:  Had one person leave the community and another person has taken 

their spot.  
 
• Prayer:  Dot has purchased 2 types of comment boxes. One is for prayers and one for     

suggestions/comments. Currently working on where to place these.  
 
• Stewardship:  Plumbing issue in nursery has been taken care of.  Changing station will be 

installed soon in the nursery bathroom.  
 
• Missions/Outreach:  February - Bethlehem House (women who choose to keep pregnancy) 
 March: America For Christ offering. 
 

 

• Ministry Council:  Annual meeting:  Going to try and have the report emailed to the     
congregation before meeting. 

• Outstanding annual reports:  These need to be turned into Denise.   
•     Annual meeting:  snacks, etc.; meeting agenda; 2023 budget:  Snacks will be provided 
      between service and meeting.  
• January focus on filling moderator, vice moderator, ministry board openings:  Working on 

getting By-Laws more accessible to individuals interested in vacant positions.  All will    
actively pursue to get positions filled.   

• February-March Council/Ministry preparations:  Each ministry needs to look at agendas 
and make appropriate plans.   

 

Prayer:  Rev. Steve Wamberg 

 

Next Meeting – Monday, February 20, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. 

Prayer Ministry Team - February Update – Dot North 
 

We wish to offer our inadequate humble but heartfelt thanks to Deanne Caughey for her 
wonderful service as Prayer Chain Coordinator.  She has retired due to health issues. 
 
Volunteers are needed to help with projected activities and projects of the Prayer Ministry.   
Projects that need coordinators and/or one-time volunteers: 
 

• Prayer Chain Coordinator 

• Caretaker of the “Private Praises and Prayers” Box 

•  

• “Sitting With God” Prayer Service (every 3-4 months if possible) 

• Baptist World Day of Prayer - International Women's is first Friday in March 
celebrated annually in over 170 countries.  

• National Day of Prayer – Annual day of observance held on the first Thursday of 
May, designated by the US Congress when people are asked to “turn to God in 
prayer and meditation.”  

• Special emphasis prayer gathering(s) and/or prayer study. 

  
Please contact Dot North, Pastor Steve Wamberg, or place your ideas and suggestions in the 
new church suggestion box, if you would like to help or have any ideas.  We would also like 
to give a big thank you to those who are on the prayer chain and to everyone that helps in so 

many ways!   


