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Pastor Paul Ponders
So far, our study of the Gospel of John has revealed to us that Jesus wants us to believe in him,
as truth, and to worship in spirit and truth (God’s word is truth, John 17:17, and Jesus is the way,
the truth and the life, John 14:6.) When we observe the traditions of a variety Christian
churches, in history and in our current world, we can come away with so many variations on
what people gravitate to; spirit, truth, both or none.
Clearly there are some people whose worship seems to have too much spirit and maybe not
enough truth to keep them on the right track. There are yet others who have too little spirit and
way too much truth. Should we cling to scripture as our guide to how to worship? It seems as if
too much taking in the truth without regard to the spirit can tend to make us judgmental,
censoring anyone who worships in another way. Should we give ourselves freely to worship in
any way that makes us feel good without regard to our fellow worshipers?
Worship in spirit and truth is not worshiping “according to the way we’ve always done it.” This
tends to keep our faith wrapped up in tradition, not spirit. Worship in spirit and truth is not
according to how we feel (spirit) because our emotions can then dictate for us the way we feel
about God, not a faithful following in spite of our present state of mind. Worship in spirit and
truth is not ever the result of being pressured into worship or worship in a particular way.
Lastly, worship in spirit and truth is not according to the way the rest of the world worships.
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The only way to worship God in spirit and truth is how God recorded worship in his word.
For instance, did you know that the worshiping people in the Old Testament were encouraged
to clap their hands (Isa.55:12) and in the NT to raise hands (I Timothy 2:8) to praise God?
Did you know that the New Testament people were sometimes allowing their freedom in
worship to the extent that people were turned away from worship because they were confused
or intimidated (I Corinthians 14:16)?

I’m positive we can be positive
By Terry Anderson, moderator
On a recent evening, I was driving near my house when out of the darkness I barely saw someone
in dark clothing slowly crossing the street a short distance in front of me. As far as I could tell,
the person didn’t look before walking from a poorly lit strip mall parking lot to a park area that
had no lighting at all.

Perhaps the most emotional act of worship in the Bible is when Abraham took his only son
Isaac onto the mountain to offer him as sacrifice to God. Isaac was the apple of Abraham’s
eye, the culmination of a lifetime waiting for a son to pass on his knowledge and to raise as a
true follower of God. This, the most important thing in Abraham’s life, Abraham took as an
opportunity to give back to God (Genesis 22), signifying that above all, God was the reason
for living, not anything or anyone else.

It scared me more than anything, but I wanted to pull up to where the person crossed, roll down
my window and yell something, hopefully appropriate, like, “You should wear some lightcolored clothing because I barely saw you,” or something less appropriate, like, “You idiot, why
don’t you cross at the intersection like you’re supposed to.”

When we think about true worship for God, what comes in the way of our ability to worship
him freely in spirit and truth? Maybe that’s the thing we need to give back. Whatever is more
important to us than God, should be sacrificed to him so that our attempts at worship are not
hindered.

Sadly, positive attitudes don’t seem to have much of a place in society today. It’s certainly
worsened during the last two years, but we can’t blame the pandemic for all the political feuding
that existed before that.

Remember, God provided a sacrifice for Isaac sufficient enough to allow Abraham to keep his
most important possession. What will worship in spirit and truth say to us?

Prayers for Health, Healing, and Strength
Dan Todd
Jack Welch
Mark Steele
Carol McCormick
LeRoy Anson

Barbara Ganey
Margaret Dappen
Ruth Steele
Amber Dale
Nancy Quinnette

Neal North
Patty Martin
Cheryl Arnold
Carol Welch
Yvonne Swearingen

On-going prayers of well-being for shut-ins and military personnel
PLEASE Text or call and leave a message for BOTH Deanne Caughey at 402-676-9327,
AND Dot North at 402-658-6401. One of them will confirm that your request was received
and it will be sent out to the prayer chain. Your prayers are very important and this will be
very helpful in case someone is out of town or ill.

But I remembered that morning I told myself to be more positive as I went about my day. So if
that person had walked even slower or I had driven faster, I’m positive the result could have been
much worse.

Remember when the most squabbling was most likely between two rival high schools or
colleges? Don’t you wish it was like old times when Omaha and Council Bluffs, usually in
humor, threw barbs at each other across the Missouri River?
My retirement jobs are ushing and ticket scanning at sports and concert venues around Omaha.
There are rules made and posted. It’s our job to see that they are followed. It’s not our fault when
cash is not accepted when paying for parking or buying concessions. We can’t help it that
intermission is shorter than the line to get a hot dog. That booster button pinned to a sweatshirt is
going to set off the metal detector, just like it did at the last game. And when someone is
reminded that masks are mandatory at a venue, it’s disheartening for that person to wave it
tauntingly while he carries it in his hand.
We often get, well, let me call it feedback from our guests when they can’t do what they want.
We get blistered and berated, and as much as we might like to give it right back at them, we
can’t. We must remain positive, as helpful as we can be.
A sign in a local fast-food restaurant tells customers to be kind to the staff because they’re
working as hard as they can.
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Date

Attendance

Giving

December 26

66

$3,151.00

January 2

41

$2,805.00

January 9

34

$3,105.00

January 16

30

$3,040.00

January 23

39

$2,961.00

January 30

TBD

TBD

2
3
7
12
13
17
23
23
26
28
28
29

Alainah White
Jack Welch
Scott Darden
Rita Ray
Doug Larsen
Jason Rich
Jill Gilliland
Pat Martin
Nicole Loeffler
Linda Kilpatrick
Jenica Nallathambi
Nancy Berney

Upcoming Sermon Schedule

SHBC Financial Scoreboard
December Pledges
YTD Pledges
YTD Income
YTD Expenses

160% Effective
121% Effective

February 6
February 13
February 20

$198,381
$193,498

Alan & Pam Whitebread
Telly & Shawnda Woods

32 years
21 years

Bible Study
Please plan to join us for Bible Study
on Wednesday, evenings at 6:30 p.m.

(Continued from Page 7)
We don’t need to agree with everyone all the time. We are all adults who can have views.
But we also can approach each situation and each person with positivity. We have an elderly
neighbor who was a child during the Great Depression. She posts on Facebook almost every
night one or more images that wish everyone a good night. Recently, she posted: “Always
end the day with a positive thought. No matter how hard things were, tomorrow’s a fresh
opportunity to make it better.”
Might I extend that to say we should start every day with a positive thought, too, and carry it
with us all day. Bring some brightness into someone’s life. A church congregation should
be a great place for that to happen and spread. Call one of our Sunset Hills brothers or sisters
and say “Good morning!” Then take that into the world every day.
Be positive – that you can make someone’s day better.

John 5:19-47
John 6:60-69
John 13:13-17

New Series - The ‘signs’ in John
February 27
March 6

14
24

Share Your Testimony
Stay Faithful
Listening for Understanding

Water to Wine
Healing the Officials Son

John 2:1-11
John 4:46-54

Thank you to all who contributed to our January Mission Project of collecting hats,
gloves, scarves, etc. for the children at Walnut Hill Elementary.
The school was so happy and grateful to receive your donations. This is what we
have collected so far, but if you’d still like to donate, please do so. We’ll make sure
the school receives any additional donations.
50 pairs of gloves
44 hats
15 combinations of hats and gloves
55 pairs of socks
15 scarves
5 flannel shirts

You need to go from being thin skinned to tough skinned, and from tough hearted to soft hearted.
Mission Statement
Build disciples by empowering each church participant to practice personal and
congregational mission to reach people in our everyday lives.
Vision Statement
Communicate the love of God so all may experience the joy of a relationship with Christ.

Sunset Hills Baptist Church
Ministry Council Meeting Minutes
January 17, 2022
Attendees: Pastor Paul Marine, Terry Anderson, Moderator; Scott Darden, Vice-Moderator;
Doug Larsen, Treasurer; Becki Pike, Clerk; Ron Reed, Stewardship; Pastor Jason Workman,
Safety/Security; LaShawnda Woods, Discipleship; Diane Workman, Pastor/Staff Relations;
Donald Zak, Worship; Pam Hamlin, Shepherding; Dot North, Prayer; Pastor Bob Molby, visitor
Devotion & Prayer: Pastor Paul Marine

Clerk: A motion was made to accept the minutes from December 20, 2021, Ministry Council
meeting - motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report: Doug Larsen presented the monthly financial statement. A motion to
accept the financial reports was made and passed.

New Business:
Yearly goals and objectives for the year: Each ministry has been requested that they need
to meet and discuss what their plans are for 2022.
Each ministry annual review and projections: Doug and Telly are going to email each
ministry with what their 2022 budgets are before annual meeting.
February/March Outreach and Missions: February, we are collecting nonperishable
food items. March, Bethlehem House. A list of items that can be donated will be provided
at a later date. For other ideas, email or call Becki Pike and she will compile a list for the
council to discuss.
Platform steps and railings: Ron Reed will work on getting quotes and suggestions to
make sure that we are in compliance with city codes.
Palm Sunday/Maundy Thursday/Easter preparations (April 10-17): Start preparations

Ministry Updates
Closing Prayer: Pastor Paul
Old Business:
Annual meeting planning 2022 Budget: Motion was made and passed to change Praise Team
Director from Marge Todd to Dan Todd.

Next Meeting: February 21, 2022, 6:30 p.m.

New Members introductions: LaShawnda is handling coordinating who will be introducing
new members.
COVID update: Covid numbers are still on the rise. We will keep with mandatory masks
through the end of January.
Scott’s candles and communion idea: We are going to go forward with this idea. Scott will
meet with Pastor Paul to discuss possible set up.
Audio/Video update: We are averaging about 45 viewers each Sunday. Second camera needs
to have cabling done. Possible changing of microphones with update.
Ministry openings: Missions/Outreach and Stewardship: Ron will be staying in this
position until a replacement is found.
Ministry Fair: Planning needs to start since it is 2 months away.

Please plan to join us for a monthly time of prayer.
We’ll plan to meet at the church on the 1st Monday of the month beginning on
Monday, February 7 at 6:00 p.m.
All are welcome!

