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Upcoming Sermon Schedule 
 
 

January 2  What Do You Want Me to Do?  Matthew 25:35-40 

January 9  Pastor Jason Workman  

 

   New Series - What Does Jesus Want?* 

January 16  Live in the Truth    John 3:1-21 

January 23  Worship in Spirit and Truth   John 4:4-24 

January 30  Working Together    John 4:34-38 

February 6  Share Your Testimony   John 5:19-47 

 
*In the coming weeks, we will explore the words of Jesus in the Gospel of John.  In this most 
disciple making Gospel, we will look for Jesus’ recommendations (commands) to live like we 
believe. 
 
I’d like to thank all of you for your generous Christmas gift.  It is a joy to serve this church 
family.  Pastor Paul 
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It’s quiet.  It’s early.  My coffee is hot.  The sky is still black.  The world is still asleep.  The day 
is coming. 
 

In a few moments the day will arrive.  It will roar down the track with the rising of the sun.  The 
stillness of the dawn will be exchanged for the noise of the day.  The calm of solitude will be 
replaced by the pounding pace of the human race.  The refuge of the early morning will be     
invaded by decisions to be made and deadlines to be met. 
 

For the next twelve hours I will be exposed to the day’s demands.  It is now that I must make a 
choice.  Because of Calvary, I’m free to choose.  And so I choose. 
 

I choose love . . . No occasion justifies hatred; no injustice warrants bitterness.  I choose love.  
Today I will love God and what God loves. 
 

I choose joy . . . I will invite my God to be the God of circumstance.  I will refuse the temptation 
to be cynical . . . the tool of the lazy thinker.  I will refuse to see people as anything less than 
human beings, created by God.  I will refuse to see any problem as anything less than an        
opportunity to see God. 
 

I choose peace . . . I will live forgiven.  I will forgive so that I may live. 
 

I choose patience . . . I will overlook the inconveniences of the world.  Instead of cursing the one 
who takes my place, I’ll invite him to do so.  Rather than complain that the wait is too long, I 
will thank God for a moment to pray . . . instead of clinching my fist at new assignments, I will 
face them with joy and courage. 
 

I choose kindness . . . I will be kind to the poor, for they are alone.  Kind to the rich, for they are 
afraid.  And kind to the unkind, for such is how God has treated me. 
 

(Continued on Page 2) 



Prayers for Health, Healing, and Strength 
 

Dan Todd    Barbara Ganey  Neal  North   
Jack Welch    Margaret Dappen  Patty Martin 
Mark Steele    Ruth Steele   Cheryl Arnold 
Carol McCormick   Amber Dale   Carol Welch 
LeRoy Anson    Nancy Quinnette  Yvonne Swearingen 
 
On-going prayers of well-being for shut-ins and military personnel 
 

PLEASE Text or call and leave a message for BOTH Deanne Caughey at 402-676-9327, 
AND Dot North at 402-658-6401.  One of them will confirm that your request was received 
and it will be sent out to the prayer chain.  Your prayers are very important and  this will be 
very helpful in case someone is out of town or ill.  

It takes a special person to make a point without making an enemy. 

(Continued from Page 1) 
 

I choose goodness . . . I will go without a dollar before I take a dishonest one.  I will be        
overlooked before I will boast.  I will confess before I will accuse.  I choose goodness. 
 

I choose faithfulness . . . Today I will keep my promises.  My debtors will not regret their trust.  
My associates will not question my word.  My wife will not question my love.  And my children 
will never fear that their father will not come home. 
 

I choose gentleness . . . Nothing is won by force.  I choose to be gentle.  If I raise my voice, may 
it be only in praise.  If I clench my fist, may it be only in prayer.  If I make a demand, may it be 
only of myself. 
 

I choose self-control . . . I am a spiritual being.  After this body is dead, my spirit will soar.  I 
refuse to let what will rot, rule the eternal.  I choose self-control.  I will be drunk by joy.  I will 
be impassioned only by my faith.  I will be influenced only by God.  I will be taught only by 
Christ.  I choose self-control. 
 

Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.  To 
these I commit my day.  If I succeed, I will give thanks.  If I fail, I will seek His grace.  And 
then, when this day is done, I will place my head on my pillow and rest. 
 

Source Unknown 
 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  
gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.  Galatians 5:22-23 

New Members/Annual Business Meeting and Luncheon on January 30, 2022 
 

Please sign up on back of the weekly Connection Card or give us a call at the office                   

(402-391-0820) to let us know if you are planning to attend.  A meal will be served in the 

fellowship hall following the meeting.  Thank you! 

Continued from Page 5 
 
One of the major drawbacks of the pandemic has been the effect on the mental and psychological 
health to people.  The stress has been too high for many, and the results have been diminished 
efforts to be loving of those near and far.  It’s been easy to lash out at others through websites and 
message boards.  We’ve gotten used to not meeting face to face.  Mask to mask certainly reduces 
the personal touch. 
 
Let’s make an effort to change that – at least in our little corner of the world.  We’ve not had 
“greeters’ at the front door, nor have we had a greeting time during worship.  Nobody will be  
offended if you choose to not shake hands or give a hug; everyone understands that. 
 
We still can do something, more than a nod or a “Hi.”  We can welcome, we can converse, we 
can get to know each other better.  We’ve all been someplace for the first time.  Entering a church 
building is no different.  The unknown can be uncomfortable, but when we see a visitor enter our 
doors, we should take the initiative to make them comfortable.  Don't be shy.  Greet them with a 
smile, even if it’s under a mask … eyes can smile, too.  Ask if you can get them anything, direct 
them to the coffee.  Be able to answer that all important question: Where are the restrooms?  
Even offer to take them into the sanctuary and help them find a seat.  If time permits, give Pastor 
Paul an alert that we have visitors. 
 
We may not have as many members as we had when I joined Sunset Hills in 1986, but we still 
can be the friendly and caring church that opened its doors to me back then.  Show everyone that 
we’re here to worship and learn and rejoice and share and love one another. 

Recently the Ministry Council was challenged to think about ways we can do outreach/mission 
every month of 2022.  For instance, July has Vacation Bible School, in October we have Trunk or 
Treat, for November Operation Christmas Child and for December, Angel Tree for Maple Crest. 
 

This month, we are highlighting one of our poorest schools in Omaha.  We will, with your help, 
donate warm items (hats, gloves, socks) so the teachers can help students who are unprepared with 
this type of clothing.  Even with all these projects, we have several months open to fill with        
outreach/mission projects. 
 

If you have ideas, please give them to Pastor Paul and he will distribute them among the Executive 

Council for possible future projects.  We especially need ideas that don’t cost us money, just time. 

Pastor Paul 



4 Marge Todd 
7 Amanda White 
11 Dan Todd 
12 Joy Okoruwa 
22 Linda Wheatley 
23 Aaron White, Jr. 
24 Vicki Loeffler 
28 Doug Hamlin 
29 Braden Craig 

 

SHBC Financial Scoreboard Date Attendance Giving 

November 28 51 $1,437.94 

December 5 40 $4,846.00 

December 12 51 $7,707.00 

December 19 56 $4,489.00 

December 26 66 TBD 

 

Bible Study 
 

Please plan to join us for Bible Study 
starting on Wednesday, January 12 at 
6:30 p.m.   

The church office will be closed on Monday, 
January 3, for the New Year’s 
holiday and on Monday,     
January 17, for the Martin   
Luther King, Jr. holiday. 

Ladies Tea 
 

All women are invited to an 
afternoon tea on Saturday,  

January 15 at 1:00 p.m. at the 
church. 

 
Please contact Donna Colligan or Pam 

Hamlin with questions. 

There are not enough words to fully express 
our heartfelt thanks for the sympathy, love 
and support you have extended to our family 
during this time of loss. 
 
The Family of Mary 
Frances Waddell Hand 

Sunset Hills Baptist Church, 
 

I want to extend my profound gratitude to 
everyone for the college care package. 
 

I appreciate everyone who helped put the 
care packages together. 
 

May God bless you all  
abundantly. 
 

Dara

November Pledges 141% Effective 
YTD Pledges  118% Effective 
 
YTD Income  $171,882 
YTD Expenses $178,843 

 

Mission Statement 
Build disciples by empowering each church participant to practice personal and 

congregational mission to reach people in our everyday lives. 
 

Vision Statement 
Communicate the love of God so all may experience the joy of a relationship with Christ. 

Adult Sunday School January Update - Ron Reed 
 

We will be in the 2nd of 10 study presentations from the STRAIGHT UP series.               
Internationally known Pastor Jack Graham shows you what the Scripture has to say about 
some of the most controversial topics of our day.  Please, pray about joining us as we grow 
in faith and fellowship.  The class is held in the upstairs classroom from 9:15 to 10:15    
Sunday mornings. 

Stewardship Ministry 2022 Team January Update - Ron Reed 
 

We are so thankful that many have rejoined this ministry for 2022.  There are still a few 
small occasional tasks that we need our church family to help with.  Please, contact Ron 
Reed at walkingwithHim@outlook.com to learn how you may be able to help meet our    
Father’s needs to care for His building and grounds. 
 

The 34 diseased pine trees were removed by a very generous company, Champion Tree. 
Praise God for Pastor Jason’s relationship with them!  The agreement resulted in our having 
to pay $6,100 for 17 of the trees and the cleanup/removal of those that Jason, Steve Bottum, 
Doug Larsen, and Pastor Bob Molby had already worked on.  The remaining $5,100 will be 
due to pay in the spring.  One in our church family has donated toward the cost.  If you find 
it in your heart to help our church family cover this expense, please contact Doug Larsen, 
Treasurer; Telly Woods, Financial Steward; Scott Darden, Vice Moderator; or Terry        
Anderson, Moderator. 

Men’s Study Group January Update - Ron Reed 
 

Our Men’s Study Group is in the study of EMPOWERING LAITY, ENGAGING 
LEADERS by Susan E. Gilles and M. Ingrid Dvirnak.  This book is very timely for the 
concerns that churches are dealing with, including our own.  We strongly recommend this 
book to our church family.  It will help us to grow as we serve God’s kingdom in many 
ways.  
 

Men, you are invited to join our Men’s Study Group which meets by way of Zoom on 
Tuesday evenings from 6:30 to 7:30.  From our church directory you may contact Bob 
Molby, Don Zak, Bob Slechta, Marvin Vanosdall, or Ron Reed if you’d like to learn more 
about this ministry. 

mailto:walkingwithHim@outlook.com


 Sunset Hills Baptist Church 
Ministry Council Meeting Minutes 

December 20, 2021 
 

Attendees:  Pastor Paul Marine; Terry Anderson, Moderator; Scott Darden, Vice-Moderator; 
Doug Larsen, Treasurer; Becki Pike, Clerk; Ron Reed, Stewardship; Pastor Jason Workman, 
Safety/Security; Donald Zak, Worship; Visitor, Pastor Bob Molby 
 

Devotion and Prayer:  Pastor Paul Marine 
 

Clerk:  A motion was made to accept the minutes from the November 15, 2021, Ministry  
Council meeting - motion passed. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Doug Larsen presented the monthly financial statement.  A motion to  
accept the financial reports was made and passed. 
 

Ministry Updates 
 

Old Business: 
COVID update:  Covid numbers are still on the rise.  We will keep seating as it has been.    
Distancing with masks on right and sit as you want on left.  Coffee will still be available before 
and after service. 
 

2022 Church Budget progress:  Pledges seem to be down from last year.  Numbers should be 
finalized by next council meeting in January. 
 

Audio/Video update:  TVs in narthex and nursery are now able to stream the service.  
  

New Members Dinner:  Following service on January 30, 2022, the annual and new members 
meeting will be held in the sanctuary.  Following the meeting, food will be provided in the     
fellowship hall.  Workman’s will prepare the food that will be served at the window.  A few 
people will be needed to help serve and clean up. 
 

Leadership Q&A during worship planning:  This will be done closer to when we are        
planning on having the ministries workshop in March.   
   

New Business: 
What’s ahead and needs to be done in 2022:  Pastor Paul is wanting to reach out to school or 
schools in area and help provide hats and gloves for kids that are in need. 
 

Scott Darden proposal:  Scott’s family told him about what their church is doing for their   
congregation.  Tables are set up at front of sanctuary with candles and communion cups.  So, if 
someone feels the need for communion that Sunday or to light a candle for someone it is      
available. 
 

Church staff contracts:  Contracts for Pianist, Praise Team Director, Janitor, Administrative 
Assistant, and Pastor are being reviewed for 2022 with a few changes/updates. 
 

 

 

Request for housing allowance:  Motion was made and passed to approve housing allowance 
for 2022.   
 

Closing Prayer:  Pastor Bob Molby  
 

Next Meeting:  January 17, 2022, 6:30 p.m. 

2022 is here, ready or not - By Terry Anderson, moderator 
 
The new year will bring many challenges to churches – as if the last one wasn’t a big enough 
struggle.  Sunset Hills has been fortunate for the most part.  Our finances have been close to 
what we’ve needed, despite losing several families who moved from Omaha or simply moved 
from Sunset Hills. 
 
That’s been done as we’ve undertaken a couple of major projects:  removal of 34 aging and  
diseased trees and a major upgrade in our audio and video electronics.  These projects weren’t 
highly visible when 2021 began.  We know a church will always have issues.  Some can be – or 
need to be – done right away.  Others simply have to wait. 
 
What happens in 2022?  We will continue to have COVID ups and downs, but we need to    
project where we want to be by the end of the year.  We’ve shut down many of our activities 
and events for nearly two years.  We need to look for ways to safely regain our direction and 
energy.  Some things may come back but in a different form.  Just look at our January calendar. 
There’s a Ladies Tea on Saturday, January 14, and the annual meeting and new members dinner 
on Sunday, January 30. 
 
We’ve had very little food served in the church building in nearly two years.  But these are 
starts.  Some have been eager for a dinner or potluck, and here’s what is planned for the annual 
meeting meal.  The meeting and new member introductions will be held in the sanctuary       
immediately after the worship service.  The dinner will be in the Fellowship Hall, served 
through the kitchen window and table settings spaced as best we can. 
 
Diane and Jason Workman will cook.  To reduce food waste, we will have a sign-up for those 
who intend to attend the dinner.  Sign the yellow Connection Card in your Sunday bulletin or 
contact the church office via phone or email by January 16 to reserve your dinner spot. 
 
Depending on how the tea and the dinner go may determine future meals and events.  Nancy 
Reagan got the world to say “Just say NO!” to drugs, but nobody enjoyed saying “NO” to our 
events.  Now we need to learn how to say “YES” when it makes sense. 
 

Continued on Page 7 
 


