ABMen Nebraska 2021 Conference

July 23 and 24
Moses Merrill Camp and Conference Center
$90 full registration - $35 Friday only - $50 Saturday only
Golf Tournament
Steak Fry
Praise and Worship
Enjoy 500 + Acres of Camp Moses Merrill!
Register at campmerrill.com
402-666-5639

Sunset Hills Church
July/August 2021
Newsletter

Conference Theme:
But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an
answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you
have. But do this with gentleness and respect.
1 Peter 3:15

Sunset Hills Church
9416 Pacific Street
Omaha, NE 68114

Pastor Paul Ponders
The Vision of Sunset Hills Church is to communicate the love of God so all may experience the
joy of a relationship with Christ.
The Mission of Sunset Hills Church is to build disciples by empowering each church participant
to practice personal and congregational mission to reach people in our everyday lives.
Since our return from COVID, you may have noticed that my sermons have hit hard on prayer
and thought about what our church should be about; how we should approach outreach, mission,
evangelism and education. These sermons reflect Sunset’s basic Vision and Mission Statements.
In the Vision Statement we note that we are eager to share the love of God and the Joy of
relationship with Jesus. We propose (Mission Statement) that the way we communicate this
Vision is to build disciples (learning and growing in Christ) and by being involved in mission
work (broadly undefined).
Love, Joy, Learn, Reach out. Pretty simple.
It seems the same people have been pondering this for Sunset Hills for decades. So much
frustration has been involved. Sometimes the ideas work, but mostly they come up short as they
have done in the past! This has made a weary church and leadership pool.
We hear a lot about a new post-Covid normal.

Contact us at:
402-391-0820
www.sunsethillschurch.org
sunset@sunsethillschurch.org

I believe a new normal is what we need to face in the next phase of life at Sunset Hills Baptist
Church. Gone are the days of stressing the church out to have a solid Sunday school and thriving
Youth group or a world-moving mission. The world and the church don’t work that way
anymore. Yes, there are children and youth out there who still need a church to lead them to
Christ and teach them discipleship, but let’s face it, without a solid core of people under 35, we
can be there for the few young people we already have but growth will take a long time.
(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued from Page 1)
We can continue to work the mission work we already do through VBS, public invited events,
our 4 mission offerings and our participation in Operation Christmas Child, Giving Tree for
the elderly, Trunk or Treat, the Prairie Pastors Convention, etc. We can’t beat ourselves up
because our mission work is less than what we used to do. If we are not filled with Love and
Joy as we Reach Out to our community, our efforts will add to the church’s frustrations.
What can we each do to improve our own church experience so that we can joyfully share the
experience with our friends and families? We have the basics of what we need within. We
have the power through the Holy Spirit.
Let’s let go of two things; 1. We can’t duplicate the past and 2. We can’t be something we are
not.
Let that give you peace and joy. This is God’s Church and we are God’s people. His way will
become clearer as we wait and pray.
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August Birthdays

Upcoming Sermon Schedule
July 4
July 11
July 18
July 25
August 1
August 8
August 15
August 22
August 29

Get Up! (Personal and Social Restoration)
No Longer Afraid
I Need to Make a Call (Prayer)
Extravagant Generosity
Look at Me, I’m Famous!
Hallelujah Anyhow
Saul’s Conversion
When God Chooses
Serving King Jesus

Acts 3:1-10
Acts 4:1-22
Acts 4:23-31
Acts 4:32-27
Acts 5:1-11
Acts 6:8 - 7:60
Acts 9:1-19a
Acts 13:1-3
Acts 17:1-9

Prayers for Health, Healing, and Strength
Deanne Caughey
Patty Martin
Amber Dale
Nancy Quinnette

Margaret Dappen
Mark Steele
Carol Welch
Yvonne Swearingen

Carol Von Forell
Godwin Anthony
Sophia Rhedin
Nolan McCormick
Kerry Thompson
Donna Colligan
Rob Berney
Oluwadara Owodunni
Sarah Minarick
Dot North
Betty Prokop
Jacob Dale

Cheryl Arnold
Carol McCormick
LeRoy Anson

On-going prayers of well-being for shut-ins and military personnel
For prayer requests you may call or text Dot North at (402-658-6401).
Please leave a message if no answer. Deanne Caughey requests texts only to her cell phone
(402-676-9327) and calls to her home phone (402-896-4373).
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Steve Bottum
Carol Welch
Mike Minarick
Josh Gilliland
John Walter
Terry Anderson
Pastor Paul Marine
Cindy Combs
Nathan Swearingen
Dalton Heller
Ron Reed
Chandra McCormick
Momoro Ono
Jane Ray
Margaret Dappen
Roy Loeffler

July Anniversaries
2 Doug & Pam Hamlin
3 Les & Margaret Dappen
12 Jay & Rosemary Gordon
14 Marvin & Denise Vanosdall
16 Tom & Chandra McCormick
23 Ron & Mary Reed
25 Neal & Dot North

33 years
72 years
35 years
37 years
22 years
18 years
6 years

August Anniversaries
1
7
10
11
13
14
15
20
29

John & Diane Walter
Mark & Deanne Caughey
Steve & Jess Mikkelsen
Joe & Donna Colligan
Dan & Marge Todd
Mike & Sarah Minarick
Mark & Ruth Steele
Bill & Theresa Clark
Doug & Jean Larsen

41 years
45 years
9 years
42 years
22 years
45 years
34 years
33 years
35 years

Men’s Study Group News for July/ August
Ron Reed

The Men’s Study Group will be taking a summer break, then resume in September. In that time
we will be deciding on our next study, which we will make known in August. As well, we are
currently brainstorming with the vision to offer participation in our group to all men in our
American Baptist Church region. Many small churches may not offer Biblical-based studies to
help men grow more in faith. We will be reaching out for others to join us and invite them to
share ideas with us. Your prayers for us in this ministry will be sincerely appreciated.
Steve Bottum, Bob Molby, Don Zak, Bob Slechta, Dan Todd, and Ron Reed

Date

Attendance

Giving

May 30

43

$3,487.00

June 6

57

$7,833.00

June 13

59

$2,894.00

June 20

65

$2,070.00

June 27

54

$1,377.00

Men’s and Women’s Breakfast
Saturday, July 17
Saturday, August 21
8:30 a.m.
Thank you for thinking of Charlotte over the
years. She loved receiving the newsletter. She
was so very thankful for everyone that came to
her 100th birthday celebration.

Charlotte was a remarkable woman. Her faith in
the Lord was strong and steadfast. I will miss
her tremendously, but I know she is at peace and
with her beloved Jerry.
I thank you. She would have loved and
appreciated the flowers! They were beautiful.
Blessings,
Laura Hovey,

Charlotte Lowrance’s
Granddaughter

SHBC Financial Scoreboard
May Income
May Expenses

$14,259
$14,679

YTD Income
YTD Expenses

$67,709
$82,779

May Pledges
YTD Pledges

119%
117%

Storm Chasers Baseball

Attendees: Pastor Paul Marine; Terry Anderson, Moderator; Scott Darden, Vice-Moderator;
Doug Larsen, Treasurer; Becki Pike, Clerk; Ron Reed, Stewardship; Donald Zak, Worship;
Dot North, Prayer; Pastor Jason Workman, Safety/Security; LaShawnda Woods, Discipleship;
Pam Hamlin, Shepherding; Diane Workman, Pastor/Staff Relations; Alan and Pam
Whitebread
Devotion and Prayer: Pastor Paul Marine

Clerk: A motion was made to accept the minutes from the May 17, 2021, Executive Council
meeting - motion passed.

Sunset Hills Night at Werner Park is
scheduled for Sunday, August 15 at
5:00 p.m. Tickets are $10 (fees are
included). Please pay in advance to Terry
Anderson or Sunset Hills, preferably by
check, and please indicate on your check that
it is for the ballgame. Deadline
to pay is August 1.

Stewardship:
Treasurer’s Report: Doug Larsen and Scott Darden presented the financial statement for May
2021. A motion to accept the financial reports was made and passed. In July, meeting
discussion on staff raises and donation to ABC/NE will start.

Join us for a fun night of baseball
and fellowship!

Ministry Council Vacancies: We still have the vacancy on the Mission/Outreach that needs
to be filled. If you are interested in the position or want more information as to the role and
responsibilities, please contact Rev. Bob Molby.

New Address
Jay and Rosemary Gordon would like to
share their new address with us. The
address will be ready for use after July 31.
9617 N. Lenox Ave.
Kansas City, MO 64154
We will miss you both!

Vacation Bible School 2021
VBS is scheduled for July 24 from 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. If you would like to volunteer,
please contact Shawnda at 402-213-9857. Any and all help is welcomed.
Please pray now for God to stir the hearts of all those organizing VBS, that
He will send kids and that we will plant or water a seed for His glory.

Shawnda Woods

Sunset Hills Baptist Church
Ministry Council Meeting Minutes
June 21, 2021, Meeting

Ministry Updates
Old Business:

New Business:
Reopening ideas: Many ideas were brought up and further discussion will occur next
Monday, June 28. Ideas that were mentioned were: hiring consultant, website updated and
continuously updated, pray and seek God, Kids Church, YES (mission statement), Facebook,
bible study on praying, Sunday prayer time before church, fall harvest, back to school bash,
garage sale.
During church service open seating will be on both sides of the sanctuary and coffee and
snacks will resume after service.
Closing Prayer: Lashawnda Woods
Next Meeting: July 19, 2021, at 6:30 p.m.

Pray, work and love

Terry Anderson, moderator
There are two ways of spreading light: to be the candle or the mirror that reflects it. -- Edith
Wharton
We're approaching the 18-month mark since the coronavirus-19 was first confirmed in the United
States. I'm not going to go through a historical analysis for what that has meant in this country,
but I would like to look at how it has affected us, as individuals and as a church congregation and
family.
We maneuvered through a series of shifts and changes in how we managed our lives. Masks,
social distancing, washing hands -- we worked through all of that. We didn't always like what
was presented to us, and some were vocal -- in their words and their actions.
As a church family, we were physically separated, with cancelation of personal interaction that
has always been a staple of congregations. But, by not being able to see, hug, shake hands or
even speak as we normally had, we changed. We may not have intended to do that, but it has
happened.
Well, it wasn't total silence. Church leaders heard plenty, from those who wanted the church
reopened, from those who didn't and from those somewhere in between. And the decisions that
were made led to some of our members leaving.
But we quit speaking to each other, friend to friend, member to member, worshipper to
worshipper -- face to face. Many felt isolated and weren't sure how to handle or resolve that.
Unfortunately, this also happened during an unprecedented political season that was
uncomfortable and divisive. Before the elections and, to some extent, afterwards, as well, maybe
too many words were spoken, often critical and hurtful. And it happened during a time when we
as people became more defensive and easily offended, not the loving people we were raised to be
and had become as we transitioned from children to adults.
People have become more self-centered instead of reaching out to others. We're more critical
instead of supportive. There's more hate instead of love. Social media has helped intensify these
actions, with no apparent need to support positions or even investigate to verify facts and
information.
But it doesn't have to be that way. As a church, what can we do?
First, we can be in prayer, for each other, for the congregation, for our leaders and for those in
our lives beyond our church walls.
Second, we can work together. The church needs communication in order to function. This may
not be so easy after a year and a half of not communicating, so it may take some effort. Every
church has roles that need to be filled, from working on a regular basis with church leaders and
the pastor to less demanding duties that nonetheless need to be completed. We have leadership
and ministry positions to fill, but also need ushers, counters and people to fill Communion trays,
change lightbulbs, water flowers and lead our youth.
(Continued on next page)

Coming out of a pandemic will require some changes, but none that can't be done. We can
still worship, pray, sing and congregate. There could be changes in how we do that. The
"we've never done it that way" is no longer acceptable.
Third, we can be loving and compassionate. We as people must work to be less defensive and
not be easily offended. Not everyone will agree on everything, but we must work toward a
common goal to serve Christ and to live in that manner every day of the week.
If there's a conflict, pray about it, then communicate in a loving, compassionate way.
Be the light of Sunset Hills, either as the candle or the mirror that reflects the light to each
other.

We have surpassed our goal of $1200 with your contributions of $1399
to the One Great Hour of Sharing Offering during the month of June.
Thank you for your faithful giving.

From the Nursery
We will be going through the toys in the nursery/toddler room and clearing out quite a few
things.
If you have donated toys or other items to the nursery that you would like to have back, please
contact me and we can arrange a time to get those back to you. Thank you.
Pam Hamlin
Stewardship Ministry 2021 Team News for July/August - Ron Reed
We welcome Ashley Rhedin and Nathan Swearingen to serve God’s needs on the Stewardship
Ministry Team. Having our youth serve our Father with us is such a blessing! We also
welcome Steve Bottum and Scott Darden to the team. Telly Woods has accepted the Finance
Steward position and we welcome him to the team as well! Special thanks to Jess Mikkelsen
and Terri and Jason Rich, who helped with daily watering of the many sod repairs for 3 weeks.
Your church family is grateful! We have only a few tasks yet to be filled. Please contact Ron
Reed, walkingwithHim@outlook.com to learn more about how you might serve.
Adult Sunday School Update News for July/August - Ron Reed
A new study topic will begin on July 11. A Life Beyond Amazing - 9 Decisions That Will
Transform Your Life Today is an 11-part, Bible-based DVD series by Dr. David Jeremiah.
Study Guides for this series need to be ordered right away for those new to the class. Please
contact Ron Reed, walkingwithHim@outlook.com, if you’d like to attend the series.

