Join us for Vacation Bible School!

Sunset Hills Baptist Church
9416 Pacific Street
Omaha, NE 68114

Contact us at:
402-391-0820
www.sunsethillschurch.org
sunset@sunsethillschurch.org

Sunset Hills Church
June/July 2022 Newsletter
In May we celebrated mothers on Mother’s Day. In June, it’s the father’s turn. As we have
journeyed through the ten commandments, it seems fitting that we handled the 5th commandment
between the two celebrations. Let’s review with a few reminders.
The commandment, “Honor your father and mother”, is a key commandment for living life
God’s way. With it comes promises and attitudes that will turn a life from destruction to success
and joy.
Why should we honor our parents (and those in authority?)
Because God tells us to!
1. Jesus honored his mother, earthly father and God.
2. We are followers of Jesus, so we should honor too.
3. The Principle - things go better when you honor your parents.
How do we honor our parents?
1. We do what we are told/asked to do
The word obey means to “open the door” and “respond immediately.
2. Be appreciative. “Thank you” goes a long way.
3. Forgive. It hurts you to live in bitterness and resentment.
4. Value your parents and your elders for their wisdom and advice.
Honoring our parents never stops. As they age we should:
1. Listen to their advice.
2. Value their lives.
3. Visit them in the homes they occupy as they age.
4. Help meet their needs.
Learning to respect and honor our parents leads to good lives of showing respect to all who are
older and/or in authority.

Sunset Hills Baptist Church
Ministry Council Minutes
May 16, 2022

Upcoming Sermon Schedule

June 5
June 12
June 19
June 26
July 3
July 10
July 17
July 24
July 31
August 7

Communion - 1 + 1 = 1
Robin Stoops, Executive Minister, ABC/NE
Father’s Day - Cheating Yourself
Cheating Others
Communion - Satisfaction Guaranteed
Stuff
Simple Living
Simple Faith, The Kingdom of God
TBD
Communion - TBD

Exodus 20:14
Exodus 20:15
Exodus 20:16
Exodus 20:17
Matthew 6:19-24
Luke 9:57-62
Acts 5:1-11

I would like to introduce you to current members, Jason Rich, Nancy Berney, and Kerry
Thompson, they are ready to serve our church family. We are looking to fill the 5th position
soon and once that spot is filled, we will introduce each one to you all. With objectivity and
in strict confidence, we will be addressing what is on the hearts of our church family, as well,
we will welcome all recommendations to help improve things. This includes members and
attendees. Please share your needs and thoughts with anyone on the committee.
Bible Study
Wednesday Night Bible Study will not meet during the summer months of June, July and
August. Meetings will begin again in September.

Prayers for Health, Healing, and Strength
Neal & Dot North
Dick & Norma Larsen
Yvonne Swearingen Margaret Dappen
Jack & Carol Welch Patty Martin
Dan & Marge Todd

Devotion (Pastor Paul): Isaiah 6:1 and Rev. 4 — The Glory of God: How do we glorify God in
our ministries.
Ministry Council Minutes: Terry Anderson read the Ministry Council minutes from April 18,
2022 — no changes/amendments made.
Treasurer Report: Doug Larsen presented the treasurer’s report for April 2022. A motion was
made and seconded to accept the report as given; motion passed.

Pastor Staff Relations Ministry Committee - June/July Update - Ron Reed

Jacque McDuffie
Amber Dale
Mark & Ruth Steele
Nancy Quinnette

Attendees: Pastor Paul; Terry Anderson, Moderator; Scott Darden, Vice Moderator; Don Zak,
Music/Worship; Ron Reed, Stewardship & Pastor/Staff Relations; Pam Hamlin, Shepherding;
Doug Larsen, Treasurer; Jason Workman, Safety/Security; Telly Woods

Deanne Caughey
Betty Prokop
Barb Ganey

On-going prayers of well-being for shut-ins and military personnel
PLEASE Text or call and leave a message for BOTH Deanne Caughey at 402-676-9327, AND
Dot North at 402-658-6401. One of them will confirm that your request was received and it
will be sent out to the prayer chain. Your prayers are very important and this will be very
helpful in case someone is out of town or ill.

Quarterly Business Meeting: The Ministry Council reviewed some of the feedback from the
May 15, 2022, quarterly business meeting.
Stewardship: Telly Woods presented a plan of action for establishing a sustainment fund to be
used for updating/maintaining SSHBC’s social media and communications platform. A motion
to allocate $3000.00 from the Dappen gift towards a multi-media sustainment fund was made by
Jason Workman and seconded by Scott Darden — motion passed.
If you are interested in working on or with a ministry team, please feel free to contact one of our
Sunset Hills Baptist Church ministry team leaders or members for more information.
Terry Anderson, Moderator
Mission/Outreach - Vacant
Jason Workman, Safety/Security
Don Zak, Music/Worship
Dot North, Prayer

Scott Darden, Vice Moderator
Pam Hamlin, Shepherding
LaShawnda Woods, Discipleship
Ron Reed, Pastoral/Staff Relations - Stewardship

The next meeting will be on Monday, June 20, 2022, at 6:30 p.m.
Complete copies of all Ministry Council meeting minutes are available in the church office.
Vision Statement
Communicate the love of God so all may experience the joy of a relationship with Christ.
Mission Statement
Build disciples by empowering each church participant to practice personal and
congregational mission to reach people in our everyday lives.

Date

Attendance

Giving

May 1

42

$4,752.00

May 8

53

$3,718.60

May 15

57

$3,956.00

May 22

56

$2,119.16

May 29

TBD

TBD

June
6
10
12
19
21
28

Don Zak
Abitha Nallathambi
Ray Marine
Carol Jones
Neal North
Diane Workman

April Pledges
YTD Pledges

128% Effective
125% Effective

YTD Income
YTD Expenses

$54,042
$63,573

June

Happy
Birthday

July
3
4
6
7
8
10
11
20
21
21
25
29

SHBC Financial Scoreboard

Carol Von Forell
Godwin Anthony
Sophia Rhedin
Nolan McCormick
Kerry Thompson
Donna Colligan
Rob Berney
Dara Owodunni
Sarah Minarick
Dot North
Betty Prokop
Jacob Dale

Men’s and Women’s Breakfasts
There will be a Women’s Breakfast in
the Narthex and a Men’s Breakfast in
the Fellowship Hall on Saturday,
June 18 at 8:30 a.m. Please invite other
women and men of the church or bring a
visitor. We’re looking forward to a time
of fellowship, food and catching up with
one another.

7 Jacob and Amber Dale
21 Tom and Kerry Thompson

July
2
12
14
16
23
25

Doug and Pam Hamlin
Jay and Rosemary Gordon
Marvin and Denise Vanosdall
Tom and Chandra McCormick
Ron and Mary Reed
Neal and Dot North

Did You Know?
As you are aware since COVID hit, the membership at our church has declined. Subsequently,
giving has declined resulting in the need to reduce church expenditures. Some of the areas that
have been reduced or eliminated include:
•
•
•
•

Safety/Security Training from $1,000 to $0
New Members Dinner from $1,250 to $0
Outreach Programs from $2,300 to $1,000
Special Services from $500 to $0

The church financial leadership has set up funding for the above-mentioned areas, as well as
Capital Projects and Camp Scholarships, that allow you to designate funds above your monthly
tithe or giving. If there is an area that tugs at your heart that you would like to contribute to,
you have the means to do so.
8 Years
41 Years
34 Years
36 Years
38 Years
23 Years
19 Years
7 Years

Happy Anniversary

Scott Darden

Stewardship Ministry 2022 Team - June/July Update - Ron Reed
June 4 will be a spring clean-up day. We’ll start at 10:00 a.m. for various tasks in the building:
deeper cleaning of restrooms upstairs, downstairs, and nursery, general dusting, washing of
windows throughout, carpet and pew spot cleaning. Outside tasks will include cleaning the
message marquee near the street, picking up downed limbs, and preparing the ground for sod
across the barren ground at the end of the 3 drain tiles from the north parking lot. We have
spades but need volunteers to bring rakes.
I have been accepted to lead the Pastor/Staff Relations Ministry Committee. Until one answers
God’s call to lead the Stewardship Ministry Team, I will continue to manage it. I plan to
partner with the next leader until they are ready to assume the position and I intend to serve in
some way with the team.

Adult Sunday School - June/July Update - Ron Reed
We’re looking forward to a future study being led by Becki Pike. She has answered God’s call
to help serve Him by occasionally facilitating biblically-based studies for the class. We are
praying that another will volunteer to present an occasional study as well. Christian education
is vital as we grow in our faith together.
The current study, “Searching For Heaven On Earth,” by Dr. David Jeremiah, will carry the
class into July. The recent increase in Adult Sunday School attendees has been encouraging.
We would love to have others visit the class.

‘Love thy neighbor as thyself’
By Terry Anderson, moderator
We live in difficult times.
We’ve all heard that line before. Makes you wonder what the Jews thought during the
Holocaust. Or the pioneers crossing the Plains and mountain ranges as they moved West in the
1800s. Or many of our ancestors – or ourselves – from Europe or other locales around the globe
moving to America.
Now, we have Russia invading Ukraine for no relevant reason. Ethnic groups battle each other.
We’ve just finished a primary election with more attacks within a party that I seem to recall
between parties in the past.

Scriptures tell us in multiple places to love thy neighbor as thyself. The definition of
“neighbor” can be wide. For a child, it can be that pesky brother or sister in the next bedroom
down the hallway. It could be the person living in the next house or block. In church, it could
be the pastor, the person sitting next to you in the pew or in the board room, the stranger
coming in the door to worship.
The negativity in the world can promote and enhance differences. Social media platforms can
take those differences to new heights. Comments on message boards have become brutal and
attacking.
Church members aren’t immune to social media posts. Some make posts that would not be
considered very Christian-like. As a career journalist, I won’t tell people they don’t have
freedom of speech. Sometimes, they might think twice before posting a comment.

We haven’t seen Washington politicians entering a boxing ring to fight it out – though that
might be more fun, with better results, than the word wars waged in TV soundbites.

At Sunset Hills, we have lost members specifically because of political comments made by
other members. As Millard said at the concert, many times after we’ve written something, we
would be better off if we hit “delete” instead of “send”.

Battles can be fought between houses on a city block. And also under a single roof among those
houses.

You can “unfriend” someone on Facebook, but do you want to unfriend them in life? How
about deleting the pointed message and sending some love instead?

Whatever happened to “Love thy neighbor”?

Remember, love thy neighbor.

Bart Millard, lead singer of the Christian band Mercy Me, said while reflecting on the world
during a recent concert in Omaha that he had just two words for those now living on this earth:
“Be nice.”
He said people need to play well with others. That can be proposed for anywhere, including
churches. The separations that we’ve experienced these last two-plus years have had serious
repercussions for many churches. Services were held, then not held, then sort of held. Regular
events became non-existent. When people don’t see each other face to face, it becomes easier to
say things that they won’t say face to face, or maybe ever.

Millard said something, maybe half sarcastically, maybe not, that we’ve likely heard before:
Church would be fine if it weren’t for the people. Not that everyone in a church is going to
agree on everything any more than those in a family under the same roof. But it’s important to
remember that a church family’s mission is to share God’s love with everyone. EVERYONE.
“God is so awesome and is madly in love with you,” Millard told the crowd.
As we should be madly in love with Him. And with our brothers and sisters in Christ.

When I think of the annual One Great Hour of Sharing
Offering, one word comes to mind: Disaster. Most often, not
always, there is some sort of disaster that takes place
somewhere in this world and OGHS responds. Sometimes
the disaster takes place right in our communities and the local
church is on the scene providing assistance long before
funding arrives.
One Great Hour of Sharing assists local areas worldwide
where American Baptists are doing ministry and have experienced tremendous loss. There have
been fires, hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, COVID, and the ongoing Ukraine crisis. Your
offerings given last year have all assisted in some relief in times of emergency.
This years theme is "Love Remains." And the theme verse is taken from 1 Corinthians 13:13
very familiar words: "And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of
these is love." Let us once again show our love, Sunset Hills, to areas around the world who
need relief in times of disaster. Our goal is $1,200 and together we can reach this goal by the
end of June. Thank you for your gifts of love in advance.
Pastor Rick Wheatley

