It's March, and that means it is time for the annual
America For Christ Offering. This year’s scripture
theme is "I will praise you and testify about what
you have done." Psalm 22:22. Along with this
verse is the overall theme: TESTIMONY.
Here is one: When Joe lost his job because of
COVID-19, he and his wife, Carlotta, couldn't feed
their family. But they found help at their church's
food bank. This is the difference you make. When
you give (to the AFC), you answer God's call to
help people trapped in poverty, disaster and crisis, changing lives with His love. Many
COVIID-19 grants have been issued due to this pandemic and have helped many people.
Our goal this year will be $1200. Will you be generous by giving to the AFC Offering this
year? Together we can make it happen. Remember, our financial gifts will be used right
here in America.
Pastor Rick Wheatley

Sunset Hills Baptist Church
9416 Pacific Street
Omaha, NE 68114

Contact us at:
402-391-0820
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Sunset Hills Baptist Church
March 2022
Newsletter

Pastor Paul Ponders
Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed.

2 Corinthians 4:8-9

These words by the Apostle Paul written so many years ago with the inspiration of the Spirit
ring no less true for us today than they did back then. We read about the disciples and the early
church, even Paul who came later. All experienced situations that would be enough to question
God and to contemplate running away from their consecrated lives.
Today, I awoke to news of Russia making war on Ukraine. I think we all knew it was coming,
but we still had that glimmer of hope of peace snuffed out. Our battles have been too much
over the last few years. Sickness, civil unrest, rioting in the streets and the Capitol Building,
inflation, new taxes, supply chain difficulties and a truck rally which will likely spawn another
right here in America. And now, war.
We need God more than ever! We need rest. We need prayer. We need to know that we are
not distressed or in despair, forsaken or destroyed. We are the people of God - led by the Lion
of Judah. We don’t turn our backs on those whose lives have been turned upside down. We,
with that great cloud of witnesses who have gone before us (Heb. 12:1), stand on the promises
of Christ the King.
Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go. Joshua 1:9

Sunset Hills Baptist Church
Annual Meeting Minutes
January 30, 2022

That person sitting next to you may be in need of you
By Terry Anderson, moderator

The annual meeting was called to order by Moderator Terry Anderson. A quorum of
membership was noted.

We just never know where we can witness for God and share the Good News – in the checkout
line, waiting to board a plane, sitting next to someone at a ballgame.

Reports were submitted from each ministry leader except for Outreach and Missions, which
has a leadership vacancy. The reports were presented to those attending in a printed annual
report: Discipleship by LaShawnda Woods, Pastoral Staff Relations by Diane Workman,
Prayer by Dot North, Safety and Security by Jason Workman, Shepherding by Pam Hamlin,
Stewardship by Ron Reed and Worship by Donald Zak.

After the pandemic kicked the world into a different gear, Pastor Bob Molby suggested we get
some facemasks that shared
GOD IS LOVE
The People of Sunset Hills Baptist Church

The 2022 annual budget of $199,647 was presented. After ample time for questions and
comments, a motion was made and seconded to approve the 2022 budget as submitted. The
motion was approved by a voice vote.
With no other new or old business presented for discussion or action, the meeting adjourned
with closing prayer by Pastor Paul Marine.
Minutes submitted by Moderator Terry Anderson at the Ministry Council meeting on
February 21, 2022.
Adult Sunday School March Update - Ron Reed
A new Adult Sunday School teaching team is being formed. It hopes to be a shared ministry
of three, which would have each serve as leader a third of the time. Ron Reed is willing to
serve with others on this team. This does not put the work load on one person’s shoulders.
Please contact LaShawnda Woods at mrs_lwoods@icloud.com for more information.

Prayers for Health, Healing, and Strength
Neal & Dot North
Yvonne Swearingen
Mark & Ruth Steele
Donna Colligan
Nancy Quinnette
Ed McNaughton

Bob Molby
Amber Dale
Lillian Richards
Patty Martin
LeRoy Anson

Dick & Norma Larsen
Les & Margaret Dappen
Jack & Carol Welch
Dan & Marge Todd
Bob North

Deanne Caughey
Betty Prokop
Jason Workman
Barb Ganey
Rom

On-going prayers of well-being for shut-ins and military personnel
PLEASE Text or call and leave a message for BOTH Deanne Caughey at 402-676-9327, AND
Dot North at 402-658-6401. One of them will confirm that your request was received and it
will be sent out to the prayer chain. Your prayers are very important and this will be very
helpful in case someone is out of town or ill.

The intention was for them to be made available to members or visitors to our church, but they
certainly could be worn anywhere at any time. As with any mask or cap or possibly the back of a
jacket, we may not realize the message we’re sending because we’re not the ones seeing it.
My retirement job is ushering for events at Werner Park in western Papillion, Liberty First Arena
in Ralston, Baxter Arena at UNO and CHI Health Center Arena downtown. Sometimes I scan
tickets, which means I get closer face-to-face encounters with our guests.
Currently, we no longer are required to wear masks, but when we have, I often forget I’m
wearing my Sunset Hills mask – until someone stops and says, “I like your mask” or “So true.” I
quickly thank them and, if time permits, I tell them our church had these made. They ask what
church and, often with them moving on, I tell them.
It’s just one way to make our church visible and active. Our sign is seen by many of the
thousands who drive past on Pacific Street. Our website is cited by some visitors as the reason
they pulled off Pacific and joined us. Making our Fellowship Hall available to support groups
every week exposes our facility to dozens of people who may not have a desire to step into a
church.
Some churches are home base for scout troops and serve as polling place for the immediate
neighborhood. And churches that are keenly aware, make their facilities available in times of
crisis.
So let us be the alert church that serves not only our members but the entire community, visitors
to Omaha, families in need or someone sitting next to you at a ballgame.
Stewardship Ministry 2022 Team March Update - Ron Reed
With a six year commitment now completed, I am no longer the Stewardship Ministry Leader.
I intend to help instruct a new leader until they are ready to take it from there. In the mean
time, I will continue to manage the ministry. With so much accomplished in the last 6 years, a
new leader will have an easier responsibility going forward. Please contact Terry Anderson,
tnanderson@cox.net, Scott Darden, swdarden@msn.com, or Ron Reed at
walkingwithHim@outlook.com to learn more.

Date

Attendance

Giving

January 30

48

$3,186.00

February 6

50

$4,076.80

February 13

25

$3,217.80

February 20

53

$2,656.00

February 27

TBD

TBD

3
7
7
12
12
14
22
24
30

Mark Caughey
Cheryl Arnold
Carol McCormick
Traci Gilmer
Yvonne Swearingen
Rev. Bob Molby
Lillian Richards
Precious Anthony
Ashley Rhedin

SHBC Financial Scoreboard
January Pledges
YTD Pledges
YTD Income
YTD Expenses

135% Effective
135% Effective
$15,769
$14,139

22 Pedro and Joy Okoruwa 32 years

Happy Anniversary!
Bible Study
Please plan to join us for Bible Study
on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m.

So many friends and family, inside and outside our church family, have
been praying, calling, sending cards, food, help and support. Our
deepest thanks to all. A special thanks to Ron Reed for hauling us
around to all the very many appointments! We understand this will
probably be a difficult journey so we don’t want to wear out everyone
with prayer requests and updates along what may be a long road. God
keeps us going and gives us strength! Living without Jesus is not ever an option!
Love,
Neal and Dot North
Men’s Study Group March Update - Ron Reed
Men, you are invited to strengthen your faith with us. A new study, James and Galatians by
Scot McKnight, is about to start. Once we all have the books, which have just been published,
our discussions will begin again on Tuesday evenings from 6:30 to 7:30 on Zoom. Please
contact the church office at sunset@sunsethillschurch.org to learn more and so we can invite
you to join us for the Zoom meeting discussions.

Sunset Hills Ministry Fair is chance to explore - Terry Anderson
With all that has happened in the last two years because of the pandemic, it's been easy to slip
our minds all what happens at Sunset Hills Baptist Church and, beyond that, because of Sunset
Hills Baptist Church.
Sure, there are other churches that do this or that, but we sometimes don't know how we've
impacted lives because of something WE have done. We have some ministries that are better
known than others, and some that have little-known responsibilities.
That's why we will have a Ministry Fair after the worship service on Sunday, March 20. Each
of our ministries will have an opportunity to show and tell what it does. For instance:
"It's time to tell the kids about Jesus!" Shawnda Woods, who leads our Discipleship Ministry,
says this about summer Vacation Bible School, "Last year was a tremendous success with 15
kids and many excited volunteers. If you have an idea for this year's Bible lesson or want to
help, please stop by the Discipleship table to sign up or give a suggestion."
Some of our projects take a little effort. Some require a bit of time. All of them bless someone
in some way. The Ministry Fair will provide answers to those questions you may have had
about a particular ministry but didn't know who to ask. It may open a door for a service you
didn't know was needed.
Plan to attend worship March 20 and stay for the Fair. You may be surprised what you learn
there.

Upcoming Sermon Schedule
March 6
March 13
March 20
March 27

Communion, Healing the Official’s Son
Healing the Paralytic
Feeding 5,000
Walking on Water

John 4:46-54
John 5:1-15
John 6:5-14
John 6:16-24

April 3
April 10
April 17

Communion, Healing the Blind Man
Palm Sunday, Jesus Raises Lazarus
Resurrection Sunday, The Empty Tomb

John 9:1-7
John 11:1-44
John 20

Sunset Hills Baptist Church
Ministry Council Meeting Minutes
February 21, 2022
Attendees: Paul Marine, Pastor; Terry Anderson, Moderator; Scott Darden, Vice-Moderator;
Doug Larsen, Treasurer; Becki Pike, Clerk; LaShawnda Woods, Discipleship; Donald Zak,
Worship; Pam Hamlin, Shepherding; Telly Woods, Stewardship
Devotion & Prayer: Pastor Paul Marine
Clerk: A motion was made to accept the minutes from the January 17, 2022, Ministry Council
meeting and the January 31, 2022, Annual Meeting - motion passed.
Treasurer’s Report: Doug Larsen presented the monthly financial statement. A motion to
accept the financial reports was made and passed.
Old Business:
Final preparations for Ministry Fair on Sunday, March 20: Each Ministry will have a table
in the Narthex after the service with snacks provided.
Palm Sunday/Maundy Thursday/Easter preparations, decorations (April 10-17): Pastor
Paul will coordinate with Dan on music and Denise will order palm branches. Services will be
displayed on board outside welcoming people to come join us. There are plans for only one
service at this time. An Easter egg hunt will be held after the Easter service.

(Continued from Page 4)
Prairie Pastor Conference preparations: Volunteers will be needed in the parking lot to
assist with parking, help with food and coffee, and to help where needed.
Is this form of church governing really working for us?: What changes do we think
need to be made? Change council back to board?
Interim Meeting: March 7, 6:30 p.m. at the church
Closing Prayer: Pastor Paul

Next Meeting: March 21, 2022, 6:30 p.m.
Vision Statement
Communicate the love of God so all may experience the joy of a relationship with Christ.
Mission Statement
Build disciples by empowering each church participant to practice personal and
congregational mission to reach people in our everyday lives.

COVID update: We will continue with seating as you please on left and social distancing and
masks on right side.

Women’s Getaway
March 25—27

Audio/Video update: The cable is pulled for camera and should be in place in the next couple
of weeks. Don is also working on preparing a manual.
Website update: No update at this time.
Ministry leadership/board openings: Missions/Outreach and Stewardship, Pastor/Staff
relations: With the ministry fair on March 20, the hope is to have spots filled.
New Business:
Yearly Council/Ministry goals and objectives for the year: May 15th we will hold the
quarterly business meeting with a potluck after the service. Also, we will be looking for
greeters on Easter Sunday and to advertise the service on Facebook.
March Outreach and Missions (America for Christ goal): We will keep with the goal of
$1,200 for America for Christ. March outreach will be food donation, April will be the Easter
egg hunt, and May will be donations to the Bethlehem house.
(Continued on Page 5)

Join us for this special weekend!
We will Pursue the Good * Come alive to God's grace * Dig deep together
seeing our value through God's eyes * Time to rest * Time in the outdoors
*Time to be creative *
Friday Fun Night
Friday - Saturday
Friday - Sunday

(4 pm Friday - 4 pm Saturday)
(4 pm Friday - 11 am Sunday)

$ 95
$130F

