Moses Merrill Camp and Conference Center
Open House
Saturday, May 7
1:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Dedication of updated
cabins, Memorial
Garden Engraved
Bricks, the BB Gun
Range and the
Stargazing Deck

Cabin updates
Memorial Garden
BB Gun Range
Stargazing Deck
Camp Banner Display
Old Pictures
Camp Timeline
Refreshments
And More

Enjoy the afternoon exploring camp, checking out what’s
new, rekindling memories and making new ones.

Sunset Hills
May 2022
Newsletter

Pastor Paul Ponders
‘Twas Grace that taught my soul to fear
And Grace my fears relieved… John Newton

The gospels don’t whitewash the lives of the followers of Jesus. Some of them were apt to draw
conclusions that were wrong. Still others jumped into action before Jesus was ready or in ways
that might thwart Jesus’ plans.
Sunset Hills Baptist Church
9416 Pacific Street
Omaha, NE 68114

One such disciple was Simon (Peter). Simon was one of the first disciples Jesus called. On that
day, Simon and some of the others were resting having not caught any fish. It was during the
heat of the day which was not a good time for fish, they too would be resting on the bottom of
the lake avoiding the heat.
Jesus came on this scene. He got into one of the boats and taught the people who were there.
Then, he told Simon and his companions to, “Put out into deep waters, and let down the nets for
a catch.” Although they didn’t think Jesus had much sense about fishing, they followed his
command. The nets were so full of fish that it took two boats and four men to handle it all!
Simon Peters reaction to this? He fell at Jesus’ knee and said, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a
sinful man!” Peter was genuinely afraid. Luke 5:8

Contact us at:
402-391-0820
www.sunsethillschurch.org
sunset@sunsethillschurch.org

Fear is often used of our reactions to God. I was always taught to think of the word ‘fear’ more
like the word ‘respect’. Yes, it is right to respect God and it is right that we should also fear
God. God is the ultimate universal power. He speaks and things are created or destroyed.
Those who follow him too often think of him as their ‘Buddy’ or their ‘Daddy’ in the sky.
(Continued on Page 2)

(Continued from Page 1)

By Terry Anderson, moderator, on behalf of the Ministry Council

There’s nothing wrong with images like that but I wonder, have any of us ever had a time in
our lives when we ‘FEARED’ God? You know how many things you’ve done wrong in your
life, as do I. Jesus promises to forgive those sins, yet being equal with God, deserves a little
fear too. That was Peter’s reaction - get away!

Do you know two of my least favorite comments?

The same happened to Isaiah when God called to commission him as prophet. “Woe to me, I
am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; and my
eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty.” Isaiah 6:5
When Moses met God at the burning bush he, “Hid his face because he was afraid to look at
God.” Exodus 3:6
And John Newton, whose song, Amazing Grace, records the moment for him, he cannot get
over how much sin was in him and how it crushed his soul every time he thought of it. But
because of God’s mercy, he trembled at the thought that the fear he felt as he confessed his
sins, relieved all the fear he had from his mind, and the arrows of the evil one.
When we truly believe that God is Sovereign and Jesus is His Son, shouldn’t we feel a little
fear as well? Maybe if we are motivated to put our lives under his control, it’s ok to fear God.
It’s in that fear that mercy flows abundant.
(Inspired by Skye Jethani)
Upcoming Sermon Schedule
May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22
May 29
June 5

Communion
Worshipping the Right God in the Wrong Way
Mother’s Day
What’s in a Name?
The ‘Rest’ of the Week
Honoring and Being Honorable
The Love of Life!
Communion
1+1=1

Exodus 20:3
Exodus 20:7
Exodus 20:8-11
Exodus 20:12
Exodus 20:13
Exodus 20:14

(Continued from Page 7)
The yellow Connection Card in each Sunday bulletin is a convenient way to make suggestions
on what to do and how to do them. Not all ideas have to be big, over-the-top events. It could
mean becoming more involved with our Sunday service. We'd like to have a list of greeters/
ushers who we could count on to help a couple times a month. Or come up with a children's
story once a month. Or a small group to change the message on the street sign as needed.
What ideas, new or used, do you have? Remember, it takes a congregation.

"We've always done it that way" and "But we've never done it that way."
As we try to get back to some semblance of normal at Sunset Hills, there are things we will do
that we used to do back before COVID-19. And we will do some things that we haven't done
before. We'll find that things we used to do no longer work. Some new things we try may not
work either. And that's OK.
We will move forward complying with Sunset Hills' Vision and Mission Statements.
Our Vision Statement says: "Communicate the love of God so all may experience the joy of a
relationship with Christ." Ways to communicate change about as fast as the latest clothing styles,
except it probably doesn't come back like clothing does every 30 years or so. Sharing information
with newsletters and bulletins still works for many people, but there are other, new ways that may
connect with others. And that's where change comes in. Social media is a connection and we
need to stay current, as hard as that might be. Facebook has been around more than a decade.
And Twitter, Instagram, Nextdoor. What will the next TikTok be? And it's not just the youth in
this game.
Our Mission Statement says: "Build disciples by empowering each church participant to practice
personal and congregational mission to reach people in our everyday lives." There are several key
words I want to emphasize: "each church participant," "reach people" and "everyday lives." A
politician once said something about it taking a village. In a church, it takes every person in a
congregation to reach out to others who they may encounter on any given day. As I like to say,
inviting someone to anything doesn't guarantee they'll attend, but I can virtually guarantee they
won't attend if they're not invited.
Inviting someone to church isn't something tied to Easter only, though that's a good opportunity -and it was great to see so many people in church on Easter morning. But think of the ways and
times to ask someone to a church event. It could be VBS or Sunday school. It could be for next
month's potluck. It could even be for the car show that we're starting to plan for in the fall.
It's been a while since we've walked our nearby neighborhoods. I serve on our neighborhood
association board and I met with a couple of women who represented a church in our
neighborhood. When I told one of them that I was a member of our church, she asked where that
was -- and she lives in one of our nearby neighborhoods. We need to connect with our neighbors.
How do we do that other than going door-to-door? We have events that could interest them (uh,
car show?), an outdoor family fun day, or make our building available as an election day polling
place.
What comes first: a youth group or youth group events? In our case, we have little of either, so
there's something to work on. We've had active AB Women and AB Men. Could they return?
How about the Prime Timers group, or small group dinners?
(Continued on Page 2)

May Missions

4
8
14
14
16
17
23
27
29
31

Date

Attendance

Giving

March 27

52

$3,841.00

April 3

56

$5,678.75

April 10

57

$4,101.50

April 17

99

$3,424.90

April 24

69

$2,203.26

Lauren Howe
Jay Gordon
Kellye Deane
Rita Vetter
Mary Reed
Diana LaCroix
Aaron White
Bill Clark
Darby Von Forell
Travis Gilmer

SHBC Financial Scoreboard
March Pledges
YTD Pledges
YTD Income
YTD Expenses

143% Effective
123% Effective
$43,120
$44,158

6 Roy and Vicki Loeffler
25 Jack and Carol Welch
28 Koko and Precious Anthony

27 years
65 years
1 year

Happy Anniversary!
Bible Study
Please plan to join us for Bible Study
on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m.

Graduate Sunday
May 22

Quarterly Business Meeting and Potluck
Sunday, May 15

If you have a graduate in
your family and would like
for them to be recognized
on Graduate Sunday,
please contact the office at
402-391-0820 or at
sunset@sunsethillschurch.org. Thank you.

If you are planning to attend the business
meeting and potluck you are asked to bring
the following, based on the first letter of
your last name:
A - H Main Dish and Vegetable
I - R Main Dish and Salad
S - Z Main Dish and Dessert

The church office will be closed on Monday, May 30
for Memorial Day. We’ll be back in the office on
Tuesday morning.

The May Mission project will be to collect
items of need for the Bethlehem House. The
Bethlehem House, located at 15th and Martha
Street in Omaha, is a Christian-based
organization that houses women who are
pregnant and their children in 12 fully–
furnished bedrooms. They have a Family-Life
program that lasts 10-12 months at no cost to
the families, giving women an alternative to
ending their pregnancies. Their website states
"Our faith guides us in serving the needs of
women and children."
Items they list as their greatest needs include:
deodorant and face care items for the mothers,
baby wipes and diapers for the children, and
household needs, such as, coffee, dish soap,
paper towels, toilet paper, laundry detergent
and other laundry supplies, Clorox wipes and
multi surface cleaners.
If you have any questions about this project,
please contact Scott Darden.

Pastor/Staff Relations Ministry Update
During the Ministry Council meeting on
April 18, it was announced that Ron Reed
has been chosen to lead the Pastor/Staff
Relations Ministry. Ron has already
contacted two people who will serve with
him, and he plans to contact two more. He
also wishes to thank past leaders Diane
Workman, Telly Woods, and of course, the
late Ken Vetter as well as their committee
members.
The Pastor/Staff Relations Ministry
encourages the congregation to share ideas
with them regarding ideas you may have that
will help us improve our church’s ministry.
Ron said, “if you have concerns, please
know that matters and will be addressed in
confidence. In God’s will we’re trying to
be.”

A grief-share class will be starting on May 26 and will run until August 18. The group meets
every Thursday from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. at Dundee Presbyterian Church. This is a faith-based
program that can be very helpful to those who have lost loved ones.

Prayers for Health, Healing, and Strength
Neal & Dot North
Yvonne Swearingen
Mark & Ruth Steele
Nancy Quinnette

Deanne Caughey
Dick & Norma Larsen
Margaret Dappen Betty Prokop
Patty Martin
Jack & Carol Welch
Dan & Marge Todd

Amber Dale
Donna Colligan
Barb Ganey

On-going prayers of well-being for shut-ins and military personnel
PLEASE Text or call and leave a message for BOTH Deanne Caughey at 402-676-9327, AND
Dot North at 402-658-6401. One of them will confirm that your request was received and it
will be sent out to the prayer chain. Your prayers are very important and this will be very
helpful in case someone is out of town or ill.

Sunset Hills Baptist Church
Ministry Council Meeting Minutes
April 18, 2022
Attendees: Pastor Paul Marine, Terry Anderson, Moderator; Scott Darden, Vice-Moderator;
Doug Larsen, Treasurer; Becki Pike, Clerk; LaShawnda Woods, Discipleship; Ron Reed,
Stewardship; Donald Zak, Worship; Pam Hamlin, Shepherding; Visitors, Bob Molby, Jim and
Linda Hedrick, Taylor and Maddie Hedrick
Devotion and Prayer: Pastor Paul Marine
Clerk: A motion was made to accept the minutes from the March 21, 2022 Ministry Council
meeting - motion passed.

Treasurer’s Report: Doug Larsen presented the monthly financial statement. A motion to
accept the financial report was made and passed.
Old Business:
Holy Week follow-up: The Easter service had plenty in attendance and the Easter egg hunt had
lots of kids. Next year we need to make sure and not start early on the Easter egg hunt.
Ministry Fair follow-up: Make sure to follow up with anyone who showed interest or had
questions.
Prairie Pastor Conference follow-up: Volunteers will have a meeting on what works and what
needs to be done differently. The conference had around 100 in attendance.
Ministry leadership/board openings: Missions/Outreach, Stewardship, Pastor/Staff
Relations: Ron Reed will be taking over the Pastor/Staff Relations position. It’s important to
get this position filled on the Stewardship ministry.
Plans for the Quarterly Business Meeting/potluck: A quarterly business meeting and potluck
will be held in the fellowship hall after the worship service on May 15. Denise will put an
announcement in the bulletin, so the congregation knows what to bring.

May Missions project: Donations will be taken for the Bethlehem House. Scott Darden will
give Denise a list of items to donate that will be put in the bulletin and newsletter
One Great Hour of Sharing: This will be held in the month of June.
Mother’s Day preparations: Mother’s Day is on May 8. Roses will be handed out.
Miscellaneous: We will be passing the offering plate again as well as getting back to having
greeters and ushers. It was also suggested to start the Family Table groups again. We would
like ways to get suggestions from the congregation as to what they would like to see done,
possibly by noting an idea on the Connection Cards or having a suggestion box. It was also
suggested that we have a car show and food truck.
Closing Prayer: Ron Reed
Next Meeting: May 16, 2022, 6:30 p.m.
Vision Statement
Communicate the love of God so all may experience the joy of a relationship with Christ.
Mission Statement
Build disciples by empowering each church participant to practice personal and
congregational mission to reach people in our everyday lives.
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Thank you for your prayers and
beautiful cards. You
all have a place in my
heart and prayers.

Plans for graduate recognition in May: Recognition for our graduates will be on May 22.

We must keep
our faith strong!

Update on railing for sanctuary platform: Railings will be installed on each side of the stairs
and on the side stairs.

Margaret Dappen and Family

Parking lot maintenance: Cracks will be filled by a company that has previously done this for
us. They suggested that we have this done yearly.

Thank you to all who bring
refreshments for our
fellowship time on Sunday
mornings. A special thank
you to Jacque McDuffie, who
is new to this group.

Stewardship Ministry 2022 Team - May Update - Ron Reed

New Business:
Youth/Young Adult ministry plans: We will possibly be starting a Wednesday night group for
the youth, having a children’s moment during the service, and starting a women’s group for
young adults.

We are currently looking for someone to answer God's call to lead the Stewardship Ministry.
If you would like to know more about this position, please contact anyone on your Ministry
Council. I have offered to manage the ministry for the time being. I will partner with the
new leader until they are able to take over. As well, I hope to continue to serve on the
Stewardship Ministry Team in some way.

May-June Council/Ministry preparations: Each ministry needs to look at any preparation that
needs to be done or started.

In the love of Christ,
Ron Reed

