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Sunset Hills 
Thanksgiving/Welcome 

Rev. Steve Dinner 
 

Sunday, November 20 

Following the Worship Service 

Please fill out the sign-up on back 

of the weekly Connection Card or 

call or email the office to let us 

know if you’ll be attending. 

402-391-0820 

sunset@sunsethillschurch.org 

 
 
 

Sunset Hills Baptist Church 

November 2022 Newsletter 

Love thy neighbor as thyself 

  

By Terry Anderson, moderator 
 

Most of us who frequent social media surely have heard the suggestion: If you write something 
even remotely controversial or pointed, let it sit for five minutes, then come back and decide if 
you really want to post what you have written.  
 

Then there are those famous words that we heard our mothers declare: If you can’t say        
something nice, don’t say anything at all. 
 

When it comes to social media, how many of us have hit “send” and just as the email or message 
leaves the screen we realize it just went to the wrong person.  
 

Words that can’t be unsaid. 
 

At this time of the year, election season, we all wish the politicians hadn’t said much of what 
we’ve been pummeled with for what seems like eternity. But we all know that will end after 
election day – until the next potential candidate comes looking for votes. 
 

Many congregations today are working hard to maintain memberships, being creative to attract 
new members, often times doing more with less.  One thing a church must do to survive in the 
long term is for young families and their children to feel welcome. 
 

However, I’ve recently heard of some youth who will not participate in our church because of 
something critical that was said to them or their parents. You don’t know how disappointed I 
was to hear that.  
 

(Continued on Page 2) 
 



(Continued from Page 1) 
 
Refer above to the “If you can’t say something nice, don’t say anything at all” line. 
 
Someone said to me that churches would be great if it weren’t for the people.  
 
Sadly, I say, because conflicts and differences are what divide the people.  A couple of decades 
ago, not everyone agreed on the color of the padded pew cushions at Sunset Hills. Never will 
every person share the same opinion on the music selected for Sunday worship. 
 
When there are differences, feelings get hurt. 
 
In a church our size, when there are more jobs and duties than there are bodies, we can’t afford 
to be critical of what others say or do. We’ve got to not worry that someone will criticize a  
decision we’ve made.  
 
Nobody makes a decision purposefully to be wrong.  Nor should anyone not make a decision 
for fear that someone might disagree.  
 
Nobody is perfect. None of us should expect anyone else to be perfect. Only Christ himself 
was ever perfect. All we can do is strive – without exception – to share the love that God gives 
us. As we’ve been commanded, love your neighbor as yourself.  
 
Often taught to children, Matthew 22:39 needs to be on our minds and being at all times. We 
need to love each other, all persons, all the time. 

Upcoming Sermon Schedule 
Rev. Steve Wamberg 

 
Nov. 6  Wheat, Weeds, and What to Do About Them Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
 

Nov. 13 The Word:  The Person, The Power, The Piercing John 1:1-18; 2 Peter 3:15-18,  
         1:20-21; Is. 38:4, Jer. 7:1,  
         Lk. 3:2, Hebrews 4:12 
 
Nov. 20  Gatecrash Confessional    Matthew 16:13-20 
 

Nov. 27 What Are You Waiting For?    Luke 2:21-40   

Vision Statement 

Communicate the love of God so all may experience the joy of a relationship with Christ. 

 

Mission Statement 

Build disciples by empowering each church participant to practice personal and 

congregational mission to reach people in our everyday lives. 

New Directory 
 

We are working on updating the church directory.  Please be sure to fill out the weekly     

Connection Card with your information as you would like to see it displayed.  There will also 

be draft copies of the new directory in the Narthex so you can see if your entry is correct.  If 

you are not here on Sunday and would still like to be included, please be sure to contact the 

office to let us know.  You can call 402-391-0820 between 8:00 - 1:00 or email us at 

sunset@sunsethillschurch.org.  Thank you. 

Operation Christmas Child 
 

Shoeboxes are now available in the Narthex for those who 

would like to participate in this year’s Operation Christmas 

Child.  Please have filled shoeboxes turned in by Sunday,    

November 13.  Thank you. 

Please watch for pledge drive information to be arriving this month.  This important information 

helps our Ministry Council outline the budget for the upcoming year. 



 

8    Mark Steele 
9 Koko Anthony 
15 Tom McCormick 
20 Taylor Woods 
22 Pedro Okoruwa 
24 Pam Hamlin 
29 Jason Workman 
30 Deborra Vetter 

 
   

  September Pledges    108% Effective 

    YTD Income     $151,848 

    YTD Expenses     $139,252 

SHBC Financial Scoreboard 

Prayers for Health, Healing, and Strength 
 

Glenn Kilpatrick, Jr. Nancy Berney  Jacque McDuffie  Yvonne Swearingen  
Amber Dale   Deanne Caughey  Patty Martin   Barb Ganey 
Mark & Ruth Steele  Nancy Quinnette  Betty Prokop   Jack & Carol Welch 
Dan & Marge Todd   Dick & Norma Larsen 
 
On-going prayers of well-being for shut-ins and military personnel 
 

PLEASE Text or call and leave a message for Dot North at 402-658-6401.  She will confirm that 
your request was received and it will be sent out to the prayer chain.  Your prayers are very     
important. 

Date Attendance Giving 

October 2 38 $5,197.00 

October 9 48 $2,864.00 

October 16 26 $1,830.00 

October 23 50 $2,320.00 

October 30 TBD TBD 

My family and I wish to thank our Sunset 
Hills family for all your support and prayers 
regarding my brother Bob’s passing.  We 
are truly blessed. 
 
Pastor Paul and Family 

Thank you Sunset Hills for the prayers, 
cards, gifts, dinner and celebration of my 
retirement.  It’s been a blessing to serve 
with you for the last 6 1/2 years. 
 

Praying for a bright future, 
 

Pastor Paul 

Thank you! 
 

Thank you to all who 
have given to the World 

Mission Offering.  With your generous help, 
we have collected $1,108 of our $1,200 goal.  
We have one more week to collect and reach 
our goal.  Thank you for your participation! 

Sitting with God 
 

Thursday, November 10 

6:00 - 7:30 p.m. 

Interactive Pray Service 

 

All are welcome!! 

We will be collecting new, cold-weather 

items for the students of Pine Elementary 

School.  Please  leave donated items of hats, 

gloves, mittens, scarves, etc. in the Narthex 

and thank you for helping. 

Adult Sunday School November Update - Ron Reed 
 

Beginning November 13, we will be studying Dr. Charles Stanley’s Life Principles To Live By. 
“Within Scripture’s pages, God has given us the promises and precepts necessary to become    
mature followers of Jesus Christ.”  Our class size is now 15.  Please let Ron Reed know if you’d 
like to attend this series so handouts may be prepared in advance.  We meet from 9:15 to 10:15 
Sunday mornings in the upstairs classroom. 
 

Pastor Staff Relations November Update - Ron Reed 
 

In October the Pastor Search Committee was formed.  Rev. Dr. Greg Mamula from the ABC-
USA Nebraska State Office is working with the committee to educate the members on the work 
that needs to be done before the search can begin.  Your prayers for each committee member 
would be appreciated.  As well, please pray for the pastor God is calling to serve at Sunset Hills. 
The Pastor Staff Relations Committee met with Rev. Steve Wamberg to discuss the possibility of 
his serving as our interim pastor.  The committee recommended him to meet with our Ministry 
Council.  Rev. Steve has been hired for this position beginning November 1. We welcome him, 
his wife Annie, and family with open arms. 
 

Stewardship Ministry Team November Update - Ron Reed 
 

The Stewardship Ministry 2023 Team will be organized in the next 2 months. The team is in    
serious need of a leader.  Ron Reed will partner with a new leader until they are familiar with the 
needs of the ministry. We pray one will answer God’s call soon to serve Him in this way. Please 
contact Ron at walkingwithHim@outlook.com with questions. 
 

Men’s Study Group November Update - Ron Reed 
 

The in-depth study of James and Galatians has been a Spirit-led education and inspiration. We 
will be deciding on a new study to follow this soon.  Men, we invite you to join us by way of 
Zoom on Tuesday evenings from 6:00 to 7:00.  Please contact Don Zak, Pastor Bob Molby, Bob 
Slechta, Marvin Vanosdall, or Ron Reed if you’d like to know more.  Their contact information is 
in the church directory. 

mailto:walkingwithHim@outlook.com


 Sunset Hills Baptist Church 
Ministry Council Minutes 

October 17, 2022 
 

Attendees:  Terry Anderson, Moderator; Scott Darden, Vice-Moderator; Becki Pike, Clerk; 
LaShawnda Woods, Discipleship; Donald Zak, Worship; Pam Hamlin, Shepherding; Visitors 
Bob Molby, Rev. Steve Wamberg 
 
Devotion & Prayer:  Devotions were given by Scott Darden and a prayer was given by Terry 
Anderson. 
Clerk:  A motion was accepted to approve the minutes from the September 19, 2022 council 
meeting. 
Treasurer's Report:  Scott Darden presented last month's financial statement for Doug Larsen. 
A motion passed to accept the financial report. 
 
Old Business/Continuing Business: 
Missions/Outreach  
October: Trunk or Treat; World Mission Offering:  Sign-up sheet for Trunk or Treat is  
available by the coffee bar.  We are currently over halfway to our goal for the World Mission 
Offering. 
November:  Operation Christmas Child; Winter gear for Pine Elementary:  Shoeboxes are 
now available for Operation Christmas Child.  The deadline for boxes to be turned in will be 
Sunday, November 13.  We would like to have the winter gear for Pine Elementary donated   
before it gets really cold. 
December:  Retired Ministers and Missionaries Offering:  Our goal will be the same as last 
year of $1,200.  We also plan to participate in the Angel Tree for Maple Crest.  We need      
someone to plan and organize this. 
Ministry leadership/board opening:  Missions/Outreach & Stewardship: We are in the    
process of filling the Stewardship position at the beginning of 2023.   
Review Car show:  No update on expenditures currently. 
Pastor Search Committee:  Has been formed.   
 
New Business: 
Questions/duties/responsibilities/during vacancy:  No new issues currently.  Denise is       
stepping down from doing the financial reports and processing at the end of 2022.  There is 
someone in mind to take over this responsibility. 
Sitting with God:  An Interactive Prayer Service:  This is being held from 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. on 
November 10 and is open to all who want to attend.   
November Potluck:  Plans are being made to have a catered dinner on Sunday, November 20 to 
celebrate Thanksgiving and to welcome our interim pastor, Rev. Steve Wamberg.  There will be 
a sign-up on the Connection Card so we can get a head count for who plans to attend.   
Judson Baptist closing:  Jason Workman and Terry Anderson plan to attend Judson on October 
23 to offer support. 
 

 

Prepare 2023 budget process:  Stewardship campaign, compiling packets for mailing in 
November, letters from treasurer and pastor, pledge cards:  Each Ministry needs to work 
on what is left of the budget from 2022 and what will be needed for 2023 and turn into Doug 
or Telly by the first week of November.  Letters need to be ready to mail by the 2nd week of 
November. 
2023 Church Directory:  Work is being done to get the directory updated for 2023.   
Complete staff evaluations:  Ron Reed will be working with the Pastor/Staff Ministry to get 
evaluations filled out. 
Advent/Christmas preparations:  Advent starts on November 27 with lighting of the        
candles.  Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services will be held. 
Develop plan for Cabin 9 renovation at Moses Merrill CCC:  This will be added to the 
2023 pledge cards to ask for donations.   
Prairie Pastors Conference, March 27-29, 2023:  We have been asked and plan to host this 
event again next year.   
Quarterly phone calls to members/regular attendees:  The call list will be going out this 
week. 
November-December Council/Ministry preparations:  Each ministry to look at the back of 
the agenda and make appropriate plans and preparations. 
Is this form of church governing really working for us?  Encouraged to give this serious 
thought.   
 
Miscellaneous:  Scott, Telly, Jason, and Doug are discussing plans to purchase a laptop for 
Denise.  Don has asked that the computer used for Power Points be replaced and has asked that 
this be put on the 2023 budget. 
 
Closing Prayer:  Rev. Steve Wamberg 
Next Meeting:  Monday, November 21, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. 

Women Mentoring Women 

Meeting on Wednesday, 

November 2, 16, 30 

6:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

Dinner served at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Please see Shawnda Woods or Jacque 

McDuffie for more details. 

RMMO Coming in December 
 

Retired Ministers and Missionaries 
Offering 2022 

 
Goal for Sunset Hills 

$1,200 


