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Can we take a look into a crystal ball?  Just for a moment?  Can we see where Sunset Hills   
Baptist Church will be in a year?  Five years?  Five decades? 
 

This congregation is more than 60 years old, from its beginnings as West Omaha Baptist Chapel 
in November 1957, meeting for worship and Sunday school at Sidles Company near 73rd and  
Pacific Streets, to the first worship service in our current building just over two years later and 
an education wing added in 1968. 
 

Where we’re going as a church might be determined sooner than we anticipate.  It’s no secret 
that churches around the world are struggling.  To some regard, Sunset Hills is no exception.  
Our attendance and membership have slowly decreased since I joined in 1986, when we had a 
traditional choir, a real organ and Sunday school classes literally for all ages. 
 

Pastor Jason’s message on September 25 about where we stand as a congregation was pointed, 
impassioned and, for many, difficult to digest.  But hopefully not too late.  And with a tenor that 
will move us forward. 
 

We are at a point that provides opportunities for both short-term and for time we can only hope 
is as visionary as those founding members in the 1950s.  As of this writing, church leadership is 
nearing the end of finding an interim pastor.  A seven-member search committee for our next 
full-time pastor has been selected.  We’re starting to discover our needs for the 2023 church  
budget.  
         (Continued on Pages 4 & 5) 
 

By Terry Anderson 



Sunset Hills Baptist Church 
Ministry Council Minutes 

September 19, 2022 
 

Attendees:  Terry Anderson, Moderator; Scott Darden, Vice-Moderator; Doug Larsen, Treasurer; 
Becki Pike, Clerk; LaShawnda Woods, Discipleship; Donald Zak, Worship; Ron Reed, Pastor/
Staff Relations; Dot North, Prayer; Jason Workman, Safety/Security; Pam Hamlin, Shepherding; 
Visitors Bob Molby, Steve Wamberg 
 

Devotion & Prayer:  Jason Workman 
Clerk:  A motion was accepted to approve minutes from the August 15, 2022, council meeting. 
Treasurer's Report:  Doug Larsen presented last month's financial statement.  A motion passed 
to accept the financial report. 
 

Old Business/Continuing Business: 
Missions/Outreach  
October:  Trunk or Treat; World Mission Offering:  Maddie Hedrick will be in charge of 
planning Trunk or Treat.  Our goal for the World Mission Offering will be $1,200. 
November:  Operation Christmas Child and donation for cold weather gear to Pine Elementary. 
Ministry leadership/board opening:  Missions/Outreach & Stewardship:  Pushing to get this 
filled.   
Interim Search:  Steve Wamberg is interested in filling in as interim Pastor beginning in         
November.  Pastor Staff Relations will prepare an agreement. 
Search Committee:  Search committee has been decided. Telly will reach out to individuals who 
were interested and let them know if they are on the search committee. 
National Faith and Blue Weekend (faithandblue.org) October 7-10:  Not enough time to have 
event held at Sunset Hills but will consider it for next year. 
Representatives to Family Fall Festival, October 14-15:  This will be put into newsletter/
bulletin for anyone who would like to attend. 
 

New Business: 
Questions/duties/responsibilities during vacancy:  Nothing to address at this time. 
Review Car Show:  Had food truck, lemonade stand, DJ, and 15 cars on displays.  Estimated 
about 100 people came to event. 
Judson Baptist closing:  Jason Workman and Terry Anderson will be visiting Judson on October 
9th to offer support. 
Prepare 2023 budget process:  Ministries need to start looking at their budgets. 
Complete staff evaluations:  This process needs to be started. 
Quarterly phone calls to members/regular attendees:  Terry is still working on getting the call 
list out. 
October-November Council/Ministry preparations:  Each ministry to look at the back of the 
agenda and make appropriate plans. 
Is this form of church governing really working for us?  Encouraged to give this serious 
thought? 
 

Closing Prayer:  Dot North 
Next Meeting:  Monday, October 17, 2022, at 6:30 p.m. 

Vision Statement 
Communicate the love of God so all may experience the joy of a relationship with Christ. 

 

Mission Statement 
Build disciples by empowering each church participant to practice personal and 

congregational mission to reach people in our everyday lives. 

We ask all who expect to 
come to the event to 
register online so we can 
know how many guests 
to expect. Even if you do 
not plan on a meal or 
lodging, please register.  

Summer Camp 2022 was made possible 
with your continued support! 

 

Thank You! 
 

Here’s what the campers and staff had to say… 
 

“Thank you for another great week of camp!” 
 

“My favorite part of the 
summer was the campers 
and watching them grow in 

their faith.  Great messages from our camp pastors lead to deep conversations.” 
 

“I can’t wait until next summer!” 
 

God bless each of you for helping us share the Gospel of Jesus Christ to each of our campers.  
Thank you again for your prayers and financial gifts. 

http://faithandblue.org/
https://abcnebraska.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=09679f70346be8d7a09cef2f2&id=dc21993b98&e=17f21a4f57


 
       August Pledges  145% Effective 

       YTD Pledges  127% Effective 

 

       YTD Income  $139,206 

       YTD Expenses  $127,642 

SHBC Financial Scoreboard 

Prayers for Health, Healing, and Strength 
 

Angie Scott   Nancy Berney    Jacque McDuffie  Amber Dale 
Yvonne Swearingen    Deanne Caughey    Patty Martin  Barb Ganey 
Mark & Ruth Steele  Nancy Quinnette    Jack & Carol Welch Betty Prokop 
Dan & Marge Todd  Dick & Norma Larsen 
 
On-going prayers of well-being for shut-ins and military personnel 
 

PLEASE Text or call and leave a message for Dot North at 402-658-6401.  She will confirm that 
your request was received and it will be sent out to the prayer chain.  Your prayers are very     
important. 

Date Attendance Giving 

August 28 46 $1,693.00 

September 4 43 $5,275.00 

September 11 43 $2,791.00 

September 18 50 $2,038.00 

September 25 45 $2,223.00 

25 Terry & Nalini Anderson  36 years 
25  Darby & Carol Von Forell 54 years 

Our sincerest condolences to the Dappen  

family on the passing last week of long-time 

member and friend Margaret Dappen. 
 

The Dappen family has requested that memorials be made to Sunset Hills for anyone 

who would like to give a memorial in honor of Margaret.  Funeral arrangements are 

still pending, but services will be held in South Dakota. 

3 Wade Gilmer 
12 Shawnda Woods 
15 Tom Thompson 
20 Theresa Clark 
21 Jasper Gilliland 
22 James Gilliland 
22 Becki Pike 
24 Pam Whitebread 
27 Cindy Anson 
28 Jim Hedrick 
28  Karrol Nelson 

"Will your church take part in the new life God is creating by giving 
to the World Mission Offering?" That was asked by Rev. Sharon Koh, 
Executive Director of World Mission Support (IM) of the American 
Baptist Churches USA. 
 
October is traditionally the month we take the annual World Mission 

Offering.  For two centuries, God's mission through IM (International Ministries) has been      
dependent on God's faithful people working together to respond to God's call.  
 
The theme is: "God is Doing Something New."  The Scripture verse being used is "See I am    
doing a new thing!  Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?  I am making a way in the         
wilderness and streams in the wasteland." Isaiah 43:19.  Our goal as all of the four major        
offerings this year is $1,200.  Let's be supportive of our global missionaries all around the world 
sharing the Gospel in many different ways.  How is God calling you to participate in what the 
Holy Spirit is doing around the world?  Let's all give to the World Mission Offering by meeting 
our goal and beyond.  We have five Sunday's in the month of October to meet this goal, so pick 
up an envelope and fill it with your most generous offering along with your prayers.  Together we 
can do this. 
  
Pastor Rick Wheatley  

Women Mentoring Women are studying 
The Resolution for Women. 

We meet every other Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. 
with dinner served from 6:00 - 6:30 p.m.  Please 

join us on October, 5th, 19th and every other 
following Wednesday as we seek and do God’s 

will for true fulfillment. 
See Jacque McDuffie or 

Shawnda Woods with any questions.  

Pastor Staff Relations Committee - Ron Reed 
 

We are in the process of hiring an interim pastor as we begin the search for a new pastor.  
Please pray for our Pastor Search Committee as they seek the pastor who God is calling to be 
our shepherd.  Each one serving Him on the committee is objective and respects absolute     
confidentiality. They are focused on fulfilling the needs of our church family in God’s will as 
they prayerfully consider the experience and abilities of the pastors who will apply.  



 (Continued From Page 1) 
 
We have multiple projects in the works that need total involvement from the congregation.  It 
used to be we’d use the term “membership” instead of “congregation,” but church attendees 
have become more hesitant to become members.  Still, we need all to be involved to some    
extent.  Some projects and events require more time and effort than others.  Everyone --       
regardless of age, gender, nationality, years as a Christian, mobility and any other demographic 
– can be an active part.  Look around and find your place. 
 

Some of the projects are familiar, even if they haven’t been a major part of your life.  We have 
several missions and outreach projects in the next month or two in which just about everyone 
can be involved: 
 

• October is our annual World Missions Offering, with a goal of $1,200. 
• Trunk o’ Treat will be Sunday, October 30, from noon to 2 p.m.  Last year’s event went so 

well, we should be excited to open our property to the community.  Be planning how you 
can decorate your trunk and how much candy you’ll need.  Many of us ran out last year. 

• Operation Christmas Child may focus on the holidays, but we can’t wait until then.  The 
shoeboxes need to be brought to church so they can be delivered to the collection sites   
November 14-21. 

• We will continue to support the youth attending Pine Elementary in east Omaha.  We     
encourage donations during October and November of gloves, stocking caps, scarves, and 
coats for children ages 4 to 11, so they can be delivered before winter. 

 

What else can we all do?  There may be some breakfasts or dinners in the works.  Don’t be shy 
to pick up a phone and call others, in the congregation or not.  When was the last time you   
actually invited someone – a friend, a neighbor, a coworker, a family – to church?  
 

We need to make a dedicated effort to revive our Sunday school classes – for ALL ages.  When 
the trick or treaters come around on October 30, we need to be able to provide positive answers 
to questions about Sunday school and youth activities.  We need to be ready. 
 

We offer prayer time, Bible studies, and the new Women Mentoring Women group.  We can, 
and will, do more when the need is known.  We’ve gladly opened our doors for years for     
support groups, but we can do even more so we are considered the community center for our 
surrounding neighborhoods.  How about offering the church to the county election              
commissioner for a polling place?  Or a regular stop for the Nebraska Community Blood Bank?  
A meeting home for a Scout troop?  
 

As I said, churches are struggling.  Judson Baptist has been around a lot longer than Sunset 
Hills, beginning as Trinity Baptist, helping plant New Life Baptist in Bellevue, a south Omaha 
institution before moving west to LaVista a couple decades ago.  It has decided to close, with 
its final worship service on October 30.  Pastor Jason and I plan to visit with the few remaining 
members, not to recruit but to assure our brothers and sisters that they are welcome, no matter 
where their next church home is.  
 

 

God’s love is everywhere.  Sometimes we don’t look for it or acknowledge it, but it’s there. 
Sometimes we need to show His love to others, open our doors to those looking for a Savior and 
a place to worship Him.  
 

Let’s pray that the crystal ball is clear and focused for our future.  Are you ready to help? 

Adult Sunday School October News 

 

Beginning October 2, we will be in the study of The Daniel Plan by 

Rick Warren and the Daniel Plan Team; a six-part series about living 

a healthier lifestyle “rooted and framed by five life areas:  faith, 

food, fitness, focus, and friends.”  Please, come learn with us as we 

grow in faith together.  Class is from 9:15 to 10:15 Sunday mornings 

in the upstairs classroom.  If the Holy Spirit is encouraging you to 

help in teaching/facilitating biblically-based studies in Adult Sunday 

School, please let LaShawnda Woods or Ron Reed know. 

Upcoming Guest Speakers 
 

October 2   Pastor Jason Workman 

October 9   Pastor Brad Wiese 

October 16   Pastor Jason Workman 

October 23   Rev. Dr. Greg Mamula 

October 30   Pastor Jason Workman 


