ABW Fall Retreat
October 22 - 24, 2021
Let Go and Let God
Psalms 55:22
Join us for Bible Study, food, rest, relaxation and fun with old
and new friends!
Register at campmerrill.com
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What a beautiful fall so far. Fall is my favorite season and it’s just getting started. Last year we
were pretty much in lockdown during our best holidays; Thanksgiving, Christmas and New Year
celebrations. It was quite different for most of us. Personally, I had to make plans to go to
every house for which I bought presents and leave them in a place where they could be
retrieved, all the while waving to the kids inside the house. Expectations not met for a
traditional Christmas.
For this year, news is circulating that because we rely so much on other nations to supply us
with materials to build the things we want, our access to items will be delayed. The USA is
having troubles with its own supply chain so even if the goods were available, they may not get
to us anyway. If that’s not enough, even Amazon is having trouble finding enough employees to
keep up with delivery time promises. Oh my, what are we going to do?

Contact us at:
402-391-0820
www.sunsethillschurch.org
sunset@sunsethillschurch.org

I’ve heard from many in the Christian world that God is still in charge, even in the midst of
pandemic and crumbling world affairs. That has been preached from the Sunset Hills pulpit too.
When we have trouble seeing God in all that goes on in our world, we may just need to look
harder. While it has been tough for those who have lost loved ones, those who have suffered
sickness and those who have seen their schools closed, their hospitals full and their homes and
businesses repossessed amid financial collapse, God is still in charge.
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Jesus promised us forgiveness from our sins and an eternal life with God if we would receive his
offer of salvation through the act of our own repentance of our sin. This new life in Christ is
really what we celebrate in the first place not only throughout the fall but through the rest of the
year as well. Even if our holidays continue to look different this year, it is Christ for whom we
give thanks, Christ who came to earth as a half human/half divine Son of God, it is the hope of
Christ through whom we pray for a new year of blessing.
Delayed gratification is something we need help with in this present day. We pretty much have
gotten used to getting what we want when we want it. We feel righteously angry when someone
gets in our way, cuts the line or fails to get us a strong enough signal for our internet gaming.
The innovations in technology and business in recent years have made waiting more difficult
than ever.
Maybe God is trying to teach us a lesson about delayed gratification. Why does Jesus take so
long to return? Why does God not answer our prayers immediately? Why isn’t the church doing
more to stop the fallout from this pandemic?
God says to…”be still and know I am God.” This fall should be a time of building a relationship
with God based on our faith in his Sovereignty and trusting in Him to get us through. That takes
time. Gratification is even sweeter when we’ve waited for it. Slow down a bit and ‘Know’.

Psalm 46:10 God says, “Be still, and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in all the earth.”

Prayers for Health, Healing, and Strength
Neal North -Please pray for wisdom for his doctors to find answers for the causes of his
symptoms and for healing.
Jack Welch
Margaret Dappen
Cheryl Arnold
Patty Martin
Mark Steele
Carol McCormick
Amber Dale
Carol Welch
LeRoy Anson
Nancy Quinnette
Yvonne Swearingen
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Wade Gilmer
LaShawnda Woods
Trent Gade
Theresa Clark
Jasper Gilliland
James Gilliland
Becki Pike
Pam Whitebread
Cindy Anson
Jim Hedrick
Karrol Nelson

25 Terry & Nalini Anderson
25 Darby & Carol Von Forell

35 years
53 years

Happy Anniversary!!
Bible Study
Please plan to join us for Bible Study
on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 p.m.

Traditionally the month of October is the time churches of the
ABC receive the annual World Mission Offering (WMO). This
year’s theme for the offering is "We've Been Surprised By God's
Glory" using John 1:16 as the theme challenger verse. It says:
"From His abundance we have all received one gracious blessing
after another." (NLT) Isn't that the truth. God has often surprised
us with His divine blessings.
This is an important offering as the proceeds are used to support our Global Servants
(Missionaries) and their varied ministries worldwide. Our goal is $1,800 which is very
doable. Sunset Hills has always been very generous with the WMO over the years and I
expect nothing less this year. Let's allow our abundant blessings to overflow into this
wonderful work that our Global Servants do around world by blessing them with our
generosity. Together we can do it by contributing to this offering. We will have five
Sundays to reach our goal so let's get it done by allowing grace to overflow through us.
Pastor Rick Wheatley
Volunteer Opportunities with Salvation Army
Visit www.salarmyomaha.org or call 402-898-6000 for more information

On-going prayers of well-being for shut-ins and military personnel

November - Turkeyfest
Volunteers help prepare meals and/or deliver meals to homebound seniors. This takes place on
Thanksgiving Day itself where we also need volunteers to help navigate traffic and hand out
the addresses and meals to the drivers. The prep work is done the day before.

PLEASE Text or call and leave a message for BOTH Deanne Caughey at 402-676-9327,
AND Dot North at 402-658-6401. One of them will confirm that your request was received
and it will be sent out to the prayer chain. Your prayers are very important and this will be
very helpful in case someone is out of town or ill.

November and December - Bell Ringing at Red Kettles
Red kettle donations help ensure that we can provide services throughout the next year. We
have multiple locations throughout the metro. We know it’s a cold activity! Some locations
have indoor ringing available.

Date

Attendance

Giving

August 29

41

$3,066.00

September 5

35

$4,771.00

September 12

49

$3,393.00

September 19

35

$1,671.00

September 26

TBD

TBD

Please remember to help the Sunset Hills
budget when you order from Amazon.
Log in at smile.amazon.com. Thank you.

SHBC Financial Scoreboard
August Pledges
YTD Pledges
YTD Income
YTD Expenses

98% Effective
116% Effective
$106,937
$129,695

Upcoming Sermon Schedule
October 3
October 10
October 17
October 24
October 31
November 7

Make My Joy Complete
The Joy of the Lord is My Strength
Pandemic Peace
Pastor Jason Workman
Pastor Jason Workman
A New Thing

Philippians 2:2
Nehemiah 8:10
Isaiah 16:3-4

Romans 15:13

Help Needed
We could use someone to update the church
marquee from time to time. If you’d like to
change the sign so the public can see what’s going
on at Sunset Hills, we could use your help. It
doesn’t take much time and it gives those driving
by a little information about our church. Please
call the office if you’d like to help.

Adult Sunday School October News - Ron Reed
Beginning October 3, we will begin the first of two studies on spiritual
warfare. Don’t Blink, is a biblically-based, 4-topic DVD series by
internationally known Dr. Jack Graham. If you’d like to attend, please
contact Ron Reed walkingwithHim@outlook.com. The class meets at
9:15 a.m. Sunday in the upstairs classroom.

Schedule Change
The October Ministry Council's regular meeting has been moved to Thursday, October 21, starting
at 6:30 p.m. This change was made to avoid conflicting with the memorial service and dinner for
longtime Sunset Hills member and leader Ken Vetter, which will be held at 6:00 p.m., Monday,
October 18, at Round the Bend Steakhouse in rural Ashland.
To all who made Sandy’s memorial service and luncheon possible, a heart felt “Thank You.”
Though statistics and medical reports may say “Time is short; be prepared,” most of us aren’t,
myself among them. My true anchor and rudder was finally recovering from an apartment fall in
April, despite low strength and energy and need for oxygen. Not so with a second, more serious
fall on August 2. Fourteen days later my greatest friend and guide went home to the God he
dearly loved.
I bounce back and forth between various stages of grief—denial and guilt
to gratefulness that he is free of struggle and dependency, and wondering
what God might want me to do now. Know that your support has been a
great help on this journey. So many kind words and stories have come to
light, many because Sandy did not share either names or conditions of
patients. For him, time with others was both sacred and private. May I
and others follow his lead and see others as he did.
Pat Smith

Stewardship Ministry October News - Ron Reed
August into September saw us having to address all the tree damage. Because we are a small
church, this was way too big for us to handle. We had to hire a landscape company to take
care of it. Our church budget has been hit hard.
As well, we are trying to address our dying tree lines. Only four men were able to help on
Saturday, September 18; Pastor Jason, Doug Larson, Steve Bottum and Pastor Bob Molby.
We can’t thank them enough. Because of the size of this work, we need to consider this to
be finished by a contractor as well. We’ll see how much it will cost soon.

Men’s Study Group October News - Ron Reed
We will soon begin the study of Empowering Laity – Engaging Leaders by
Susan Gillies and M. Ingrid Dvimak. The book can be ordered in a format that
best suits you. We meet Tuesday evenings by way of Zoom from 6:30 to
7:30 p.m., to openly discuss the material read in the week before. We would
love to have other men join us.

October is Pastor Appreciation Month. Show your support to all the pastors in our
congregation by praying for them throughout the month.
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Genesis 50:19 – May our pastor know You are at work for good
Exodus 14:14 – Remind my pastor that you fight his battles
Deuteronomy 6:5 – May our pastors love you with all their hearts
2 Samuel 22:20 – May my pastor know You delight in him
2 Chronicles 7:14 – May our pastor experience personal revival
Micah 6:8 – May our pastor walk humbly before You, God
Psalm 91 – Lord, You are a shelter for my pastor, protect him
Proverbs 1:7 – May our pastor seek You as the source of his knowledge
Proverbs 3:5-6 – May our pastor trust in You and not himself
Proverbs 18:10 – Remind our pastor that You are his strong tower
Proverbs 29:18 – May our pastor hear from You
Isaiah 52:7 – Thank You for the beautiful feet of those who preach good news
Matthew 19:6 – Place a hedge of protection around our staff marriages
Mark 1:35 – May our pastor be a man of prayer
Luke 9:23-24 – Grow in our church staff hearts of obedience to Your will
Romans 14:19 – Give our church unity, start in our staff
1 Corinthians 2:16 – Give our pastors the mind of Christ
Galatians 1:10 – May our pastor seek Your approval only
Ephesians 5:25 – We lift up our pastor’s marriage to You, strengthen them
Ephesians 6:4 – We pray for our pastor’s family, strengthen them
Ephesians 6:10 – May my pastor put on Your armor daily
Colossians 1:28 – Give our pastor courage to preach Your Word without compromise
Colossians 3:23 – May our church staff work as unto You
Philippians 1:9-11 – May our pastor’s love abound more and more
Philippians 4:19 – May our church staff trust You for every need
1 Timothy 1:5 – May our pastor serve from a pure heart
2 Timothy 2:15-16 – May my pastor always handle Your Word rightly
James 1:5 – When my pastor needs wisdom, may he come to You
1 Peter 5:2 – Continue to give my pastor a shepherd’s heart, guide him
Revelation 3:16 – May the faith of our pastors never become lukewarm
Revelation 4:8 - May our pastors worship You, saying, “holy, holy, holy!”
mercyisnew.com

Our church can be the center of our neighborhood
By Terry Anderson, moderator
Houses of worship, no matter the religion or denomination, have long been considered a
community's focal center. Even in biblical times, the temple was the gathering place. And
that really hasn't changed -- much. We no longer walk for days to get there or slaughter lambs
when we get there.
We at Sunset Hills have been involved with community activities, many of which many of our
members may not be familiar. Our church facilities are used weekly by several support
groups: Alcoholics Anonymous, Al-Anon, Narcotics Anonymous, among others. We've had
exercise groups. Decades ago we had a preschool.
More recently, we were hosts to the neighborhood, as residents met to gain information about
the proposed development to the east of our church property. We had a couple dozen people,
our neighbors, who previously may have never been inside our church. Two couples noted
they had never been inside before, so I gave them a quick tour. They all were surprised by the
size of our facilities.
Having grown up in a small town, I find it hard to think about never being in a church in my
own community, but that is a significant difference between a town and city, and also a sign
of the times.
When the neighborhood was new, like our congregation, it wasn't as difficult to knock on
doors, as Rev. Palmer Swenson did during his decade as pastor at Sunset Hills. Residents
then weren't yet as connected to a church when they moved in. Homeowners now aren't as
eager to open their doors to anyone who comes knocking.
Does it have to be that way? Should our neighborhoods, on either side of Pacific Street, feel
like strangers to Sunset Hills? How can we make them feel welcome? What can we do?
After we rebuilt our main level restrooms, I suggested we offer our facility as a polling place.
It hasn't happened yet, but still could. Churches have been the meeting place for scouting
dens and troops. We could have a community event, such as an outdoor cookout or festival or
yard sale, that could attract those in our neighborhoods and beyond.
As we experience an aging congregation and see churches struggle to serve, we need to look
for opportunities locally to be our neighborhoods' meeting place, the focal point of activity.
While it would be great to have them as members, it's important, too, that they feel welcome
and comfortable. Let's see how we as a church can do that.

