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OVERVIEW: MAJOR THEMES
1. Liberation – the transformation of a social situation from
oppression to freedom.
2. Law – the Sinai meeting is the announcement of God's will for all
aspects of Israel's personal and public life.

MAJOR THEMES (CONT.)
3. Covenant – a binding relation where Yahweh and Israel are
intimately, profoundly and non-negotiably committed to each
other.
4. Presence – Exodus provides a structure that will ensure some
concrete institutional form of the continued presence of God in
the midst of Israel (Tabernacle)

OVERVIEW
1. This narrative focuses on a process of social transformation brought about by
the revolutionary intervention of God. Unlike in Genesis where Yahweh was
known provisionally, in Exodus, Yahweh is fully known by God's proper name.
(3:14; 6:2)
2. The beneficiaries of Yahweh's powerful action are "Hebrews" - a collection of
marginated people who have no communal identity of their own and are
powerless to change their social circumstance. This community would ultimately
become Israel, a community for whom God cares and acts for in unprecedent
ways.

THE PREPARATION (vs.1-28)
1. Verses 1-27 provides the reader with a command from Yahweh and
verse 28 reveals an obedient response from the people. This
highlights the assumption that in the voicing of the command, there
will be obedience.
2. The sharing of the meal (vs. 11) reflects the urgency upon which
the people must respond to the moment. The "sign of the
blood" (vs. 13) makes visible the promise of God and assures the
protection of Israel.

THE PREPARATION (Cont.)
3. The people were being instructed to dispel the notion of
casualness in leaving Egypt because a casual approach suggests
being at ease in Egypt – the place where faithful Israel must
never be at ease.
4. There must be a greater sense of urgency operating in the life of
the faith community. The absence of urgency reveals the
presence of contentment, which is counter to the will of God for
your life.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE MOMENT
1. The term "festival" (vs. 14-20) is the same word used for "worship"
(5:1; 10:9) and these versesClick
provide
an opportunity to reflect on the
to add text
cruciality of worship for the maintaining of identity.
2. Worship entails a willing suspension of disbelief and a reentering
of definitional memory – it implies that the community of faith is no
longer "satisfied" with being at home in Egypt, therefore, the
engaged memory of pain evokes hope for a transformed world.

SIGNIFICANCE OF THE MOMENT (Cont.)
3. The assault "against all the gods of Egypt" (vs. 12) signals the
theological definition of the narrative. Yahweh God is making it
clear that what needs to be overcome is not only the rulers and
officials, but also the gods of the empire that sanction oppression
and justify abusive policy.
4. God's aim is to exact total freedom in the life of the faith
community, however, this level of actualization will only come as a
result of preparation (mentally & spiritually)
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CLOSING PRAYER
Almighty God, we acknowledge You as God all by yourself. Lord, as
we survey the landscape of our lives, deliver us from being
complacent and being satisfied. Deliver us from the notion that we
can have more or even do more. Give us the courage to incorporate
into our lives the instructions You give us, so that we can experience
what You truly have for us. Rekindle a sense of urgency in our spirits
that we may run this race with even the more vigor and hope. In
Jesus name, Amen.

