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CONTEXT

1. 1st Samuel ushers the reader into a transformation that is about 

to take place in Israel's life.

2. There are both internal crisis (the corruption of the temple at 

Shiloh ny the sons of Eli) and external crisis (the capture of the Ark 

of the Covenant by the Phillistines) existing in the backdrop of this 

story.

3. In the face of these crisis, we are introduced to the key figure 

through whom God will work to resolve the crisis – Samuel.



zBASELINE FOR UNDERSTANDING

▪ 1. God begins Israel's transformation during this time of 

crisis not with great men or supernatual events but rather 

with the distress of a barren woman (Chap 1).

▪ 2. This beginning serves as a reminder that the grace of 

God will sometimes take an unusual path.
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GOD'S UNUSUAL CALL (vs.1-9)

▪ 1. God calls out to Samuel during a time when the "messages (word) 

from the LORD were very rare, and visions were quite uncommon".

▪ 2. Samuel was in a context where the "word of the LORD" not being 

heard on a regular, consistent basis, thus reinforcing his unfamiliarity

with the voice of God (vs.7)

▪ 3. Just because Samuel served in the "presence of the LORD" doesn't 

man that Samuel knew God, however, God reached out 

to Samuel during the routine of his days.

▪ 4. Service to God does not equate to knowledge of God!
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GOD'S UNUSUAL CALL (vs. 10-14)

▪ 1. Samuel had a revelatory experience with God that contradicted the 

context of his life – he sleeps near the Ark, yet he didn't/couldn't 

perceive what God was doing due to the unusual nature of God in his 

midst.

▪ 2. Samuel's revelatory experience with God, during a time 

when "visions were quite uncommon", reminds us that God is not

discriminatory when it comes to revealing Himself to humanity.

▪ 3. Samuel's story is one of endings & beginnings – God steps into his 

life at a time of national & spiritual despair and uses him to 

spearhead a new "prophetic movement".
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KEY TAKEAWAY

▪ This was an "evoluntionary call", as opposed to a 

"revolutionary call" - Samuel evolved in his relationship 

with God and more times than not, God 

works unusually over the long haul of our lives.
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▪ Almighty & Omnipresent God, we recognize that You 

are involved in every detail of our lives. There is no part 

of our existence where You are not present, so help us 

to embrace the unusual ways You work, especially in 

the routinness of our lives. In Jesus name, Amen.


