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Joy: Biblically, it is an attitude that Godôs people adopt, not 
because of good circumstances but because of Godôs love and 
promises. Itôs our future destiny, not our current struggles that 
determine our joy as we anticipate our future redemption. But 
joy isnôt about ignoring the negative aspects of life, but rather 
itôs a profound decision of faith and hope in Jesusô life and 
love.  
 
Love: Itôs a kind of love that seeks the well-being of others, 
even enemies, without looking for anything in return. The mag-
nitude of Godôs love was revealed in The Advent, life, and 
death of Jesus. The heart of the Christian faith is a trust that at 
the center of the universe is a being that is overflowing with 
love for this world and that our primary purpose is to receive his 
love and express it back to others.  ( Advent lesson from The 
Bible Project) 
 
I look forward to sharing my first Advent season with Grace.  
Advent is expectant waiting, hopeful anticipation and joyful 
preparation for God coming into our lives and hearts in all mo-
ments, all places and all times:  past, present and future.  This 
advent, I encourage you to add some meaning to your waitingé
bring food to our blessing box, spend some extra time in prayer, 
be a bit more patient with your family, speak kindly to a 
stranger, count down the days of Advent with a calendar, AND 
share hope with those who need it most while waiting for the 
arrival of our Savior, Jesus.     
 
In hopeful anticipation, 
 
Deacon Suzanne 
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Dear Grace,  
 
Throughout the Bible, God promised The Advent or coming 
of his son, Jesus. This is one of the most important events in 
all of human history ð the almighty, eternal, creator of the 
universe becoming human, living among us, and suffering on 
our behalf in order to give us life.  
 
The Old Testament looked expectantly for The Advent of 
God's forever king, the anointed one who would bring peace 
to his people.  
 

 

And, when the long-awaited Messiah finally came, angels 
announced his birth by declaring, "I bring you good tidings of 
great joy which will be to all people. For there is born to you 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the 
Lord."  
 
For centuries, Christians around the world have used the four 
weeks leading up to Christmas to prepare themselves for the 
celebration of Jesusô birth. Itôs a time when we observe his 
first coming while we also look forward to his second com-
ing. Each of the four weeks leading up to Advent is focused 
on hope, peace, joy, and love respectively. Hope can be de-
scribed as an eager expectation for good. It carries the conno-
tation of waiting. Peace, in the Bible, is not just the absence 
of conflict but the presence of something much more signifi-
cant. The third key themes of the Bible is joy, which is an 
inner sense of well-being. Love, the most of these, is not just 
something that God shows, it is something that he is; itôs a 
part of his nature and character.  
 
Hope: Waiting for God to bring about good in our lives. 
Itôs different than optimism, which looks for the silver lining 
in the cloud of circumstance. Instead, biblical hope chooses 
to wait expectantly for God to bring his goodness to bear in 
our future regardless of how dark our circumstances are. This 
hope comes from Godôs past faithfulness. At Advent, we look 
backward in order to look forward to a better future. Our 
hope is that God will liberate humanity, and the entire uni-
verse, from evil.  
 
Peace: Biblical peace means to make complete or to re-
store to a state of wholeness. The Advent of Jesus is the arri-
val of peace. He not only made peace with God for us, but he 
became our peace. Through The Advent of Jesus, not only are 
we no longer in conflict with God, but much more God has 
restored us to a state of wholeness. 
 

Grace Church Choir  
Presents: 

 
ñLonging for the Lightò 

 
An Advent Concert 

Saturday, December 15, 2018 
6:00 PM 

 



 
Volunteer Ministries 

 
Altar Guild Director: 

Janice Bell  
            jsbell_7@hotmail.com 

 
 

Fellowship & Pastoral Care Council 
Mary Smith, mebsmith@comcast.net 

 
 

Liturgy & Worship Council 
Janice Bell, jsbell_7@hotmail.com 

 
 

Media & Communications Council  
Donna Tate, donna.s.tate@att.net 

Jo Nell Parker  
jnparkerkw@hotmail.com 

 
 

Lay Ministry Scheduler: 
Vicki Ennis, 281-585-4660 

vrennis@att.net 
 
 
 

Your Vestry: 
 

       Donna Tate, Senior Warden  
       donna.s.tate@att.net 
 
Charles Lamb, Jr. Warden 
cflamb70@yahoo.com 
 
Anna Arendell  
anamerican1@yahoo.com 
 
Tom Clark 
tdplclark1@sbcglobal.net 
 
Glennie Hefner 
glenniehefner@me.com 
 
Lionel Ortiz  
lot73@icloud.com 
 
Tommy Peebles  
holidog@att.net 
 
Allen Reid 
reidallen98@yahoo.com 
 
Randy Smith 
281-968-7074 
 

 

 The Office  

Mailing Address 112 W. Lang 
Hours: M-F 9:00-1:00 

The Staff  

Deacon in Charge:   
The Reverend Suzanne Smith 
 

Organist & Music Director:  
Paul Humphrey 
Gphumphrey@yahoo.com 
 

Parish Administrator:  
Laura Tate 
gracechurchalvin@hotmail.com 
 

 

Childrenôs Minister: 
Aubrey Smith 
asmithereen1225@gmail.com 
 
 

Nursery Attendant: 
Claudia Pouncey 
281-840-3547 

Outpost Editor   ::   office@gracechurchalvin.com  

 

 

  

3 Kati Garner 
6 Kylee Cross 
10 Derrell Cobb 
11 Jo Nell Parker 
15 Terrie Beasley 
15 Elizabeth Reimer 
17 Mary Morrison 
17 Mark Peebler 
18 Susan Vaughn 
19 Devin Will 
27 Makayla Lamb 
27 Eric Tate 
28 Xavier Houck 
29 Linda Juarez 
30 Danny Hermann 

31 Allison Blevins 
31 Virginia Stokes 

  
  
  
  
  
  

Happy Bi r thday  

Grace Episcopal Church  
One God  

One Family  
One Table  

 

Vision  

Grace Episcopal Church seeks to  
deepen relationships with God, 

bring  
individuals together into a family 
that builds up one another in love 

and   
support, and actively serve our  

neighbors and  community.  

Mission  

In this family of faith God brings  
together individuals in all stages of  
their spiritual life to form an  inclu-
sive family. As a family, we encour-

age growth in relationships with 
God, others, ourselves, and the crea-

tion, in that we:  

§ Practice invitation to Godõs ta-
ble,  

§ Welcome and incorporate those 
who come,  

§ Work together to worship the 
Lord in powerful liturgy,  

§ Challenge, encourage and teach 
one another, and  

§ Build one another up for minis-
try in and beyond the church.  
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9 Larry & Harriett 
Ching 

14 Rod & Jean 
Dockal 

20 Michael & Au-
brey Smith 

23 Wayne & Janice 
 Bell 

  



                   

December  

LAY MINISTRY SCHEDULE   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE  

IF YOU ARE UNABLE TO SERVE  

PLEASE SECURE A SUBSTITUTE                                          
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Spiritual Direction in the New Year at Grace 
 
Dear Grace,  
 
I am so happy to share this newséan exciting partner-
ship is about to begin!  Grace will have a room available 
for those who wish to pursue this ancient discipline of 
spiritual direction with an excellent spiritual director, 
Julie Merritt Lee.  Julie has agreed to travel to Grace and 
see folks who are interested in having a spiritual director.  
Spiritual direction (a description is below) has played a 
very important and integral part in own my faith journey.   
 
If you are interested in deepening your spiritual journey 
with someone trained in this discipline, please consider 
Julie.  She will begin seeing directeeôs in the new year at 
Grace!   
 
Julie will be with us on Sunday, December 16th. She will 
worship with us at Grace, and teach a mini-session on 
spiritual direction during the 9:30 Sunday school hour.  If 
youôre curious about what spiritual direction is, please 
make a point to meet Julie and perhaps begin deepening 
your own spiritual journey with her.   
 
~Deacon Suzanne 
 
 
What is spiritual direction? 
 
Spiritual direction is the art of helping another deepen in 
his/her relationship with God.   
 
The spiritual director does this through holy listening--
creating space for anotherôs soul to be heard through the 
sharing of his/her own story, prayer, silence, and ulti-
mately by way of the Spirit who is the true Director.  
 
 
How do I see my role as spiritual director?  
 
As spiritual director, I see my role as providing healing 
presence.  People need safe spaces, the presence of an-
other listening soul, to open and share what is stirring 
within them. It is my joy to help people through this jour-
ney of spiritual transformation using holy listening, re-
flection, and various spiritual practices. 
 
Who are the best candidates for spiritual direction? 
 
The best candidates for spiritual direction are those who 
have a sense that they were created for something more 
than what they are experiencing.  They desire a deeper 
connection with God and those around them. Perhaps 
things have felt ñoff,ò and they are trying to sift through 
the reasons for this.  Also, many people who come for 
direction are seeking discernment in their vocation or 
another situation.  
 
 

How is spiritual direction different than therapy?  
 
ñThe word therapy comes from the Greek word, therapia meaning 
ñto nurse.ò By definition a nurse offers the necessary care to re-
store an ill person to health.  Psychological therapy focuses on 
psychological illnesses or problems that keep someone from liv-
ing as a healthy human being.  Rather than focusing on problem 
solving, spiritual direction offers ongoing support for someone 
wishing to deepen their relationship with God through prayer and 
other spiritual practices.  While therapeutic and transformative, 
the intent of spiritual direction is to develop a heightened aware-
ness of Godôs presence.ò ~ Diana McKendree  
 
A little more about Julie: 
 
Rev. Julie Merritt Lee is a spiritual director, writer, retreat leader, 
and pastor.   Most recently she served as a pastor for seven years 
in Hendersonville, North Carolina.   Julie graduated from William 
Jewell College, receiving a Bachelor of Arts degree in English. 
She has a Master of Divinity degree from George W. Truett Theo-
logical Seminary in Waco, Texas, and her Spiritual Direction Cer-
tificate from The Haden Institute in Hendersonville, North Caroli-
na.  
 
Julie is married to Michael Lee who is also an ordained minister 
who currently serves as a hospital chaplain manager, and they 
have two spunky children Sophia (6) and Sage (3).   
 
Julie enjoys leading people to make room and notice the Holy in 
their midst. She loves reading nature and walking in books. She 
also enjoys traveling, hiking, eating good food with friends, and 
watching movies. She especially relishes divine sightings such as 
seeing a white squirrel, a prepared table, a tail wagging, or a drum 
circle.  

Children's Christmas Pageant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Children's Christmas pageant is upon us!  Our pageant will 
be rooted in the Nativity Story out of the Gospel of Luke!  It will 
take place during the 10:30 service on Sunday, December 23rd, 
and all children are invited and welcome to participate in the 
greatest story ever told!  Rehearsals will happen during the Sun-
day school hour, at 9:30, and they begin this Sunday the 9th in 

the parish hall!  



Spiritual Formation  

 

Childrenõs Classes  
All Ages of Children  
Welcome 
Sundays 9:30-10:15am 
 

 

Adult Classes  
Sundays 9:30 ï10:15am 
 
Tuesdays 11:00am to 12:30pm 
Deaconôs Bible Study in the Admin Bldg. Conference Rm. 
Topic:  ñWhen Heaven Meets Earthò A Twelve Part Study 
on Heaven from the Bible Project. 

 

Wednesday Night Bible Study  
The Bible Study hosted by Holy Comforter Episcopal 
Church Parish Hall (227 Chenango, Angleton TX 77515) 
centers on a video series called ñHow to read the Bibleò led 
by Father Travis Smith, Father Preston Weatherly, and 
Deacon Suzanne. The evening begins with a meal and fel-
lowship at 6 PM and the study begins at 6:30. Childcare is 
provided. A carpool from Grace gathers in the parking lot at 
5:10 in order to leave by 5:20. All are welcome!  
 

Morning Prayer  
Join us every Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday at 9:30 in 
the Sanctuary for Morning Prayer! 
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Christmas Walk a Mile  
Neighbors Sharing Christmas 
Presented by the Annual Alvin/Manvel  

Ministerial Alliance 
December 10 at 6:30 PM 

 

1st Churchï First United Methodist  
 
2nd Churchï First Christian  
 
3rd Churchï First Presbyterian  
 
4th Churchï Grace Episcopal  
 
5th Churchï New Hope 
 
Join us for a time to come together with others in our city 

to prepare for the Christmas season in worship.  
 

The Alvin PD and EMS will be joining us to make sure 
that everyone is safe during the Walk a Mile!  

 
Please wear reflective clothing, bring flashlights or glow-

sticks in order to make ourselves more visible! 
 

It will be very important that we all stick together as a 
group, especially while walking on busy streets. A bus 
will be available who may have trouble walking or need 
assistance. Shuttles will be available at the New Hope that 

will run people back to First United Methodist.  
 
 

 
SAVE THE DATE! 

Saturday, December 8         5-8 pm 
 

You are invited to a Christmas Open House 
Hosted by Deacon Suzanne  

and the Rev. Travis Smith as Deacon  
Suzanneôs Christmas gift to Grace and to you!  

 

Your presence is the only gift requested. The Open 
House will be held at the parish house of Holy Com-
forter in Angleton. It will beautifully decorated for 
Christmas and a wonderful opportunity to come to-

gether in fellowship for the holidays.  
 

Childcare will be provided. Contact Donna Tate for 
carpool information at 832-385-6166. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
 

2 
 
Holy Eucharist (I) 
8:00am 
Christian Education 
Programs 
Holy Eucharist (II)   
10:30am 
 
 
 

 

3 
 

4 
 
Deaconôs Bible  Study, 
11:00am 
 
 
 
 
BSA Troop 400ð
7:00pm 
 
ALANONð7:30pm 

5 
Morning Prayer 
9:30am 
 
Bible Study, Holy 
Comforter, Angleton 
6:00pm, Carpool time, 
5:10 
 
BSA Cub Pack 400, 
6:30pm 
 
Choir Practice, 7:00pm 

6 
Morning Prayer 
9:30am 

7 
Morning Prayer 
9:30am 
 
 
 

 

8 
CUBS Rain Gutter 
Regatta 8-2 
 
 
Grace Church Christ-
mas Open House 
Parish House, Holy 
Comforter, Angleton 
5-8 pm 
 

9 
Holy Eucharist (I) 
8:00am 
Christian Education 
Programs 
Holy Eucharist (II)   
10:30am 

10 
 
Christmas Walk a Mile 
6:30 pm 

11 
 
Deaconôs Bible  Study, 
11:00am 
 
 
 
 
BSA Troop 400ð
7:00pm 
 
ALANONð7:30pm 

12 
Morning Prayer 
9:30am 
 
Bible Study, Holy 
Comforter, Angleton 
6:00pm, Carpool time, 
5:10 
 
BSA Cub Pack 400, 
6:30pm 
 
Choir Practice, 7:00pm 

13 
Morning Prayer 
9:30am 
 
Grace Guild, 10:00am 
 

 
OUTPOST 
DEADLINE 

 
 
 

14 
Morning Prayer 
9:30am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Choir Concert 
6:00 pm 
 

16 
Holy Eucharist (I) 
8:00am 
Christian Education 
Programs 
Holy Eucharist (II)   
10:30am 
 
 
 

17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
 
 
 
 
Vestry Mtg., 7:00pm 
 
 
BSA Troop 400ð
7:00pm 
 
ALANONð7:30pm 

19 
Morning Prayer 
9:30am 
 
Bible Study, Holy 
Comforter, Angleton 
6:00pm, Carpool time, 
5:10 
 
BSA Cub Pack 400, 
6:30pm 
 
Choir Practice, 7:00pm 

20 
Morning Prayer 
9:30am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

21 
Morning Prayer 
9:30am 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

22 
 

 

23 
Holy Eucharist (I) 
8:00am 
Christian Education 
Programs 
Christmas Pageant/ 
Holy Eucharist (II)   
10:30am 
 

24 
Christmas Eve 
Office Closed 
 

Christmas Eve 
Services 
6:30 pm 
10:00 pm 

25 
Christmas 
Office Closed 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
Morning Prayer 
9:30am 
 
Bible Study, Holy 
Comforter, Angleton 
6:00pm, Carpool time, 
5:10pm 
 
BSA Cub Pack 400, 
6:30pm 
 
Choir Practice, 7:00pm 

27 
Morning Prayer 
9:30am 

28 
Morning Prayer 
9:30am 

29 

       

 

30 31 
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    Let us pray  

     for the Church 

  and for the world. 
 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your name 
may be united in your truth, live together in your love 
and reveal your glory to the world. 

Archbishop of Canterbury, The Most Reverend Justin Welby 
Presiding Bishop, The Most Reverend Michael B. Curry 
Diocesan Bishop, The Right Reverend C. Andrew Doyle 
Assistant Bishop, The Right Reverend Hector Monterroso 
Bishop Suffragan, The Right Reverend Dena Harrison 
Bishop Suffragan, The Right Reverend Jeff Fisher 
Grace Deacon In Charge, The Reverend Suzanne Smith 
Grace Music Director and Organist, Paul Humphrey 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours and 
grant that we may serve Christ in them and love one 
another a he loves us. 

Our Administrator, Altar Guild, Bible Studies,     
Childrenôs Ministries, Christian Education, Cursillo, 
Community Outreach, Grace Guild, KAIROS Prison 
Ministry, Lay Ministers, Music Ministry, Youth Ministry, 
Vestry, and all others serving you. 

Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or 
spirit;  give  them courage  and hope in their troubles, 
and bring them the joy of your salvationé 

Barbara Adkison, Demi Anderson, Adam and Christy 
Arendell, Carolyn Armstrong, Susan Armstrong, Windy 
Arnold, Kimber Ballard, Margaret Barrier, Sandra & 
Charles Batty, Derrick Beaver, Louis Bell, Patricia Bell, 
Joyce Bergmann, Riley Bianchi, Stacey Bitner, 
Christian Blevins, Stephanie Bradford, Morris Browne, 
Lynne Bruner, Brenda Buelow, Jackie Bush, Nathan 
Buzbee, Beverly Capehart, Becky Carbone, Karen 
Carmona,  Jackie Childers, Danice Cox, Wanda Craig, 
Ed Crook, Mother Nan Doerr, Anna-Grace Duffy, 
Lauren & Daniel Duffy, Diane Ellis, Flossie Elkins, 
Paula Ellis, Joanne Fisher, Jay Fitch,  Luci M. Fuller, 
Jacob Garcia,  Cynthia Gardner, Aaron Gideon, Denny 
Gideon, Jerrie Grantham, Mildred Grear, Mitchell 
Hardee, Bill Harris, Phil Henry, Shirleen Honcoop, 
Roger Ivey, Dalton Jacques, Greg Jeter, Debra 
Kelinske , David Klewer, Judy Klewer, Carolyn Lacy & 
Family, Bryan Lamb, Kenneth Lee, Ray Lindemann & 
Family, Ben Lockett, Lois Marshall, Alice Megna, Ben 
Meza, Mildred Morris, Ann Oliver, Jim Oliver, Bob 
Peebles, Joan Pelt, Tom Peterson, Curtis Resta, Barbara 
Richardson, Donald Richardson, Angela Rodriguez, 
Daniel Rodriguez, Elena Rodriguez, Chad Rogers, Joe 
Rossano, Josh Sager, The Steiner Family, Brooke 
Stephenson, Shirley Stockton, Joyce Stroup,  Scarlett 
Tucker, Fran Van Winkle, Randy Vaughn, Bonnie 
Weber,  Azra Kay Weidner, Katherine Welch, Christie 
White, Tom Williams, Sandra Willis 

Our college students in their journey. 
 

Ashton Arendell, Louisiana State University 
James Beasley, Texas A & M University 
Catherine Patton, North Carolina State University 
 
 
Protect and guide all who serve in the military. 
 

Mickey Alcantara (USMC), Scott Barrier (USAF), 
Scott Bean, Robert Berger (USN), Christian Blevins 
(USA), Jeremiah Bruner (USA), Jason Bryan, 
Chase Capehart, Taylor Cameron (USN), Robert 
Carnie (USN), Ryan Cross, Clayton Crouch, David 
Dezso, Glen Dockal (USA), Raymond Dugan 
(USN),  Thomas Economidis (USN), Mitchell Good-
night, Matt (USN) & David Hefner (USA), Lance  
Henderson, Nathan Hines (USN), Keith (USN) &  
Kurt (USMC), Adam Miller, Ben Meyer (USCG), 
Shon OôConnor, Tara Parker, Chad Perry (USAF), 
Daniel Popham, Ryan Popham, Jonathan Prater, 
Manuel Rodriguez, Josh Sager (USAF), A. J. Soto 
(USA), Russell Stewart (USAF), John Swanson, 
William Thompson, Ray Turner, Vincent Wilson 
(USA). 
 

Our Expectant Mothers: Katrina Blevins 
                                        
          

Our Newborns: Joseph Reid 
 
 

Faithfully Departed: We commend to your mercy  
O Lord, your servants, that your will for them may 
be fulfilled; and we pray that they may rest with all 
your saints in your eternal kingdom.  

 

 
Guide and protect our First Responders. 
 

 

Whatever you ask for in prayer 
with faith, you will  receive.  

 Matthew 21:22  
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200 W. Lang St.  
Mail & Office @ 112 W. Lang St.  
Alvin, TX 77511 -2396 

  

Services  
 

Sunday Worship  
8am Rite I  

9:15 am Sunday School  
10:30 am Rite II  

      
Morning Prayer  

9:30 am  
Wednesday  
Thursday  
Friday  

 

Upcoming Features of  
Parish Life 

§ Christmas Open House, December 8 

§ Christmas Walk a Mile, December 10, 6:30 PM 

§ Choir Concert, December 15, 6:00 PM 

§ Christmas Pageant, December 23 

§ Christmas Eve Services, December 24, 6:30 & 10:00 PM 

 

Member of:  

§ Episcopal Diocese of Texas, epicenter.org  

§ National Episcopal Church, episcopalchurch.org 

§ Worldwide Anglican Communion, anglicancommunion.org 

§ Alvin-Manvel Ministerial Alliance, ministerialalliance.net 

 One God  -  One Family  - One Table 


