HOLY COMMUNION FOR FAMILIES

(GENERATIONAL HEALING SERVICE)
Songs of Praise

Celebrant:
Blessed Be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit

People:
And blessed be His Kingdom, now and forever. Amen

Celebrant:
Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your Holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen

Celebrant:
Lord have mercy.

People:
Christ have mercy.

Celebrant:
Lord have mercy.

Collect: A Family Thanksgiving Prayer

People:
God the creator of us all, we give you thanks for the gift of our family. Thank you for the joy and love and all the blessings that have passed down through our family lines. May your healing light and love surround and set us free from those areas of sin and individual struggles that persist in our family generations. Grant each of us understanding hearts, and the courage and wisdom to face the challenges we have in caring for one another. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

The Lessons

Baptismal Promises

Celebrant:
Baptism is a powerful sign of our belonging to God and to one another. On behalf of all the generations in our families, let us reaffirm our baptismal promises.

People:
I renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against God.

                        I renounce the evil powers of this world, which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God.


I renounce all sinful desires that draw me from the love of God.


I turn to Jesus Christ and accept Him as my Savior.


I put my whole trust in His grace and love.


I promise to follow and obey Him as my Lord. Amen.

A Litany for the Healing of Generations

Leader:
Almighty and everlasting God, please heal all hurts and free from all bondage all generations of our family lines, past, present, and future.  We now name before you the specific hurts and generational struggles within our families… Lord, in your mercy,

People:
Hear our prayer.

Leader:
We thank you for all those in our family lines who through their love and care passed down to us peace, love, and an ability to know you and your Son, Jesus.  Especially we thank you for …. (pause for names).
 Lord, in your mercy,

People:
Hear our prayer.

Leader:
We ask for your forgiveness of those in past generations who may have sinned against you and hurt others through worshiping false gods and practicing idolatry of any kind.  Especially, we ask your forgiveness for… (pause).   Please break the hold these sins have on our family lines.  Lord, in your mercy,

People:
Hear our prayer.

Leader:
We ask for your forgiveness of those in past generations who may have sinned against you and hurt others by holding onto anger, unforgiveness, and unrepentant bitterness.  Especially, we ask your forgiveness for… (pause).   Please break the hold these sins have on our family lines.  Lord, in your mercy,

People:
Hear our prayer.

Leader:
We ask for your forgiveness of those in past generations who have sinned against you and hurt others by the taking of life, their own or someone else’s.  Especially, we ask your forgiveness for…  (pause).  Please break the hold these sins have on our family lines.  Lord, in your mercy,

People:
Hear our prayer.

Leader:
We now commend into your hands anyone in our family lines who died an untimely death, especially (pause for names).  Receive them into the arms of your mercy, into the blessed rest of everlasting peace, and into the glorious company of the saints in light.  Lord, in your mercy,

People:
Hear our prayer.

Leader:
We now offer love and forgiveness to those who hurt members of our family lines.  Especially, we offer love and forgiveness to… (pause for names).  We also offer our love and forgiveness to those members of our family lines who sinned against others.   Especially, we offer love and forgiveness to…  We ask you to bring all these people into wholeness.  Lord, in your mercy,

People:
Hear our prayer.

Leader:
We ask you to forgive those of us in this present generation and our descendants for any way in which we may have given in to the tendency to sin in the same way as our forebears did.  Especially, we ask you to forgive us for… (pause).   Forgive us, and restore us to life and health.  Lord, in your mercy,

People:
Hear our prayer.

Leader: 
We ask that you would comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; giving them courage and hope in their troubles and bringing them the joy of your healing presence.  Especially, we pray for… (The people are invited to add names of friends and family members at this time.)

All:
In the name of Jesus Christ, we now cut off any generational sins and consequences of those sins that are distancing us from God and from each other. We cut off any family traits that lead to addictions, physical illness, or mental illness. We seek your healing in all family behavioral patterns that lead to disharmony in our relationships. We renounce any family involvement, past and present, with seeking power and knowledge from any source other than God. In Jesus’ name, we break and make null and void any expressions of evil that have been sent against our families. We thank you Lord for your presence in our lives. May your love and forgiveness continue to draw us into places of wellness and wholeness. Amen  

The Confession of Sin 

Celebrant:
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

All:
Merciful God, we have sinned in what we have thought and said, 


in the wrong we have done and in the good we have not done.


We have sinned in ignorance; we have sinned in weakness;


we have sinned through our own deliberate fault.


We are truly sorry. We repent and turn to you.


Forgive us, for our Savior Jesus Christ’s sake, and 


renew our lives to the glory of your name. Amen.
Absolution: 
Celebrant speaks words of God’s forgiveness.

The Peace and Offering of Genograms

(People are invited to come forward and place their family Genograms on the altar.)

Holy Communion

Celebrant:
The Lord be with you.

People:
And also with you.

Celebrant:
Lift up your hearts.

People:
We lift them up to the Lord.

Celebrant:
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

People:
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Celebrant:
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation and for sending your Son Jesus Christ into the world to be our Savior and Redeemer. We thank you that in him we receive the forgiveness of sin and the healing of mind, body, and spirit. We join with all in heaven and with all on earth in proclaiming your glory as we say (sing):


Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrant:
Holy and merciful Lord, in great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and the suffering, who preached the good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.


On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks to you; he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take, eat: This is my body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”


After supper, he took the cup and gave thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Do this for the remembrance of me.”


Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

People:
We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory.

Celebrant:
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ [especially the family generations that we bring before you now], and bring us all to that heavenly country where we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord.


By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now and forever. Amen.

Celebrant:
As Jesus has taught us, we now pray: 

All:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever.  Amen.

Celebrant:
Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.

People:
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! (omit Alleluias in Lent)

Celebrant:
The gifts of God for the people of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving.

       The Bread and Cup (both wine and grape juice) are offered to the people as they come forward.

Post Communion Prayer

All:
Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, for when we are still far off you meet us and bring us home. May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; may we who drink his cup bring life to others; and may we whom the spirit lights, give light to the world. Amen.

Blessing and Song

Celebrant: 
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia.

People:
Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.
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