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Special
Events
February 4th
Vestry Retreat
February 26th
Mardis Gras Pancake
Breakfast
March 1st
Ash Wednesday

God is our refuge
and strength, a
very present help
in trouble. Therefore we will not
fear though the
earth gives way,
though the mountains be moved into the heart of the
sea, though its
waters roar and
foam, though the
mountains tremble
at its swelling.
Psalm 46: 1-3

The State of the Church Address
Let me first say to all of you, Thank you. Thank you for supporting St.
Paul’s with your love and your presence. Without all of you, we would
not be. I also want to thank you all, for the privilege of being your Senior
Warden.
We started the 2016 year, having Holy Communion every other week,
with Judy Montgomery, Judy Olmsted, Dorothy Saunders and I, alternating the other Sundays with Morning Prayer. I believe we even started
enjoying Morning Prayer a bit. I know I did. We were blessed to have
Charlie Grover in our presence, who was willing and able to share the
Communion table with us. Thank you Charlie, for your steadying and
calm presence, for always be willing to listen and counsel when asked.
And Joan, for sharing Charlie with us – you both are a loved addition to
our Church family.
The beginning months of the year were busy with getting ready for our
150th Anniversary Celebration. Judy Montgomery and Judy Olmsted did
a wonderful job of pulling together the information and pictures. Having
the Bishop here was especially special, since Bishop Skip was retiring in
a few months. The church was beautiful and the pews were full.
We had our first meeting with our new Transitional Consultant, Deacon
Shelly Banner. The vestry worked with her over the next few months
and really made some good strides. We finished our time with her, at
our Stewardship Dinner in the Fall. Shelly gave us glowing reviews at the
Diocesan Office, she felt we had come a long way and were working better as a unit, than we had in a long time.
In May, we had the Church open for the Sacred Sites Open House Weekend, the idea of the New York Landmarks Conservancy registry, to promote cultural tourism. We didn’t have any visitors, but you never know
when someone might see the information and stop by another time to
check us out. Thank you Sue Gerling for sitting here that day.
June brought Oz Fest, and between Tania Mousaw, Julie Reals, Roberta
and Bob Kincaid, and others to numerous to mention, we had another
successful day. I had fun parking cars and getting sunburn. Of course, I
had the best help ever, with Gerry giving me invaluable advice. What I
love about this day, is how we all come together, work different jobs and
have fun together. So many people come to help out, some in big ways,
(Continued on Page 6)

O U R M I S S I O N S TAT E M E N T
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Chittenango, New York exists to restore all people to
unity with each other and with God in Jesus Christ.
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Contact Information
Father Leon Mozeliak
Home: 315-457-1302
Cell: 315-369-7532
Senior Warden
Judy Olmstead
315-876-0967
jabell40@yahoo.com

Less than 50 days
until Spring!
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A Few
Notes
On behalf of the Chittenango Select Choir, I would like to say
thank you. We love performing at your church and we look
forward to the gig every year. We are also extremely grateful for your generous donation. Have a happy holiday season! Sincerely, Allyson Kampf Secretary of Select Choir
Thank you for the cards and phone calls and gift after my
surgery! Roberta Kincaid
Dear St. Paul’s, Thank you so much for the Nina’s gift certificate. It is very nice of you to think of our family during this
hard time in our lives. Thank you to everyone who has sent
cards and called my Mom. It means a lot. Thank you again,
Julie and Lew Reals
Dear Parishioners of St. Paul’s, Thank you for the kindness
of your unexpected and thoughtful Christmas gift. In Christ,
Fr. Leon Mozeliak
Hello Everyone, We are enjoying the warm weather. It has
been 80 degrees almost every day since we got here. We
miss our friends at St. Paul’s Church! Bob and Roberta Kincaid

Until then, try to find
comfort in the solitude and
stillness of winter.

Congratulations to Gary and Sue Pratt on their retirement!
Congratulations to the Scott and Meghan Titus family on the
birth of Emma Kendelin. She is sister to Matthew and Grace.

Prayer List
John Asam (Furtado request), Eric Baker (Courtwright request), Ron Barber
(St. Paul’s request), Theresa Blaisier, Lynda Blaziaa (Gerling request), John Brennan (Kraus’s request) Jason Ceresoli (Furtado request), Sandra Cooper, Billy Dougan (Montgomery request), Every/Brown
Family, Joanne Furtado (St. Paul’s request), Art Hildreth (Olmsted request),
Holly Hix, Ed Hoffman, Terry Hoffman (Hoffman request), Lynette House
(Weisbrod request), Evelyn McAllister (St. Paul’s request), Woody McAllister, Terri Mitchel-Gunderson (Weisbrod request), Jim Montgomery, Lynn
Mozeliak, Steve Oliva, Shaun Olmsted, Matt Perks, Kevin Pistillo, Yurie
Rosenfeld (Gerling request), James Sherman (Grover request), Bill Stucker
(Pokorny request), Joe Williams (St. Paul’s request), Ruth Williams (St.
Paul’s request), Kathy Yates-Davis (Yates request)
Please send any changes or additions to stpaulschittenango@gmail.com.
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February
Anniversaries

February Birthdays
01 Jerry Jackson
06 Ida Goins
06 Carter Woodworth
08 Aaron Judd
14 Jack Lawrence
16 Dan Rapp

18 Dick VanValkenburgh
22 Neil Huebler
23 Jennifer Hobbs
26 Roberta Kincaid
28 Brittany Reils Haas
29 Amy Randall

09 Jim and Becky Kraus
14 Todd and Kim Chappell
29 John and Barb Tafe

February Ministry Team Schedule
February 5, 2017
Holy Eucharist - Fr. Charles Grover

February 19, 2017
Holy Eucharist - Fr. Leon Mozeliak

L.E.M.: Fran Abriola
Lessons: Jennifer Jackson/Claudia Jensen
Prayers: April Boyle
Acolytes: Ed Hoffman/Jim Montgomery
Elements: The Jackson Family
Ushers: Please Volunteer
Coffee Hour: Vestry

L.E.M.: Jim Montgomery
Lessons: Dorothy Saunders/Robin Weisbrod
Prayers: Becky Kraus
Acolytes: Ed Hoffman/Jim Montgomery
Elements: Robin & Clayton
Ushers: Please Volunteer
Coffee Hour: TBA

February 12, 2017
Holy Eucharist - Fr. Leon Mozeliak

February 26, 2017
Holy Eucharist - Fr. Leon Mozeliak

L.E.M.: Robin Weisbrod
Lessons: Becky Kraus/Judy Olmsted
Prayers: Sue Gerling
Acolytes: Ed Hoffman/Jim Montgomery
Elements: The McGork Family
Ushers: Please Volunteer
Coffee Hour: The Furtado Family

L.E.M.: Judy Olmsted
Lessons: Claudia Jensen/Fran Abriola
Prayers: Sue Gerling
Acolytes: Ed Hoffman/Jim Montgomery
Elements: Furtado Family
Ushers: Please Volunteer
Coffee Hour: TBA

Pledge Update
As of December 2016:
Balance Forward: $13,223.36
Income: $80,298.22
Transfer Accts $ 0.00
Payables: $59,555.98
Year to Date: $ 13,965.60
Thank you for keeping your Pledge up to date!

Altar Guild for January:
Jennifer Jackson
Joanne Furtado

For this reason I remind
you to fan into flame the
gift of God, which is in
you through the laying on
of my hands, for God gave
us a spirit not of fear
but of power and love and
self-control.
2 Timothy 1:6-7

Have you seen the new
Diocesan Website?
Ever since The Very Rev.
Dr. DeDe Duncan-Probe
was named The Eleventh
Bishop of the Diocese of Central New York, the
diocesan website has been revamped.
Check it out here: https://cnyepiscopal.org/
News & events, resources for churches and
parishioners, different ministries and ways to
get involved!
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Judy Montgomery
June 7, 1943 - Jan. 16, 2017
Judy had been a dedicated member of St. Paul’s for over 50
years. In those years, she filled many positions in and around
the Church. She was a member of the Vestry, sometimes as
Junior Warden, sometimes as Senior Warden, more recently on
the Pastoral Care Commission. Pastoral Care was Judy’s passion, she loved caring for everyone. Not only on the Vestry for
many years, Judy was the Altar Guild President, another position she cherished. She also was part of the Worship Commission, choir and most recently, learned how to run the Midi on
the Organ. Many Conventions saw Judy as a delegate and she
was so thrilled to be part of the historic vote for the first woman Bishop in the Diocese of Central New York. Judy was past
Secretary for the Chittenango Council of Churches and delegate
for St. Paul’s. Also part of her love of community, Judy was a
member of the Canal Boat Museum, and Secretary for the
Town of Sullivan Food Pantry. But her most cherished “job”
was being Mother to Julie Reals and Jill Just and Nanny to Brittany Haas, Brandon Reals, Shelby and Sami Just. She will be
truly missed by all, may she Rest In Peace in the arms of Jesus.

Easter Baptisms
We extend an invitation to anyone
interested in a Baptism at Easter.
Please let Judy Olmsted or Father
Leon know. Contact Judy at
315-876-0967 or
jabell40@yahoo.com or Father
Leon at 315-457-1302 (home) or
315-369-8205 (cell) for more
information.

“A

t Chittenango services have been
regularly maintained throughout the year by Mr.
H. B. Goodyear, a Candidate for Holy Orders, who
reports that ‘Church life is reviving, and the few
earnest communicants in many ways are doing
their utmost for the advancement of the Kingdom’.”
From the Journal of the Fifteenth Annual
Convention of the Protestant Episcopal Church
in the Diocese of Central New York, 1883

Brass Cleaning
Join us
Saturday, April 8th
at 9:00 AM
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News from the Pews
A January Vestry Meeting Synopsis
In attendance: Robin Weisbrod, Sue Gerling, Judy
Olmstead, Tania Mousaw, Mike Furtado, Ed Hoffman
Called to Order: 6:34 PM by Robin Weisbrod
Opening Prayer: Robin Weisbrod

Education – Judy Olmstead
No report
Fellowship – Tania Mousaw
Tania emphasized the importance of coffee hour every Sunday after church in allowing people to visit with
each other. Signups will continue for coffee hour. Suggestion was made for events in the summer after the
church service.
Finance – Don Lee
Worked on New Budget for 2017 to be presented to
the Vestry. New Chasuble and Stole to be paid out of
Memorial Fund, reports adjusted. Requesting Donation to Food Pantry for Father Grover for Services in
the amount of $300.00 request sent to Vestry. Discussion on Pledge Campaign for this year- behind last
year at this time. Robin to contact Reverend Dr. Leon
Mozeliak Jr. to set up dates to discuss possible contract as our Supply Priest. A note of thanks to the vestry for your support and help working with the Finance committee throughout this year. It was greatly
appreciated.
Outreach – Sue Gerling
No report. Still working to get gift card for Maternal
Child Health Program from either Target or Walmart.
The Rescue Mission was very grateful for our contribution.
Pastoral Care – Judy Montgomery
Ethel Barber stepped up and all worked together to
see that Pastoral Care continued during Judy Montgomery’s absence.
Worship – Ed Hoffman
No report.
Motion: To donate $300.00 to the Food Pantry for
Father Grover’s services. - M/S/C: Mike Furtado/Ed
Hoffman
Gift Certificates to be presented at the annual meeting
to those who have stepped up in big ways this past
year. Tania Mousaw is working to get the Health Department to renew the certificate for the parish hall.
Closing Prayer: Robin Weisbrod
Meeting adjourned: 8:00 PM
Next Meeting: February 16th, 2017

Review of Meeting Minutes from October, 2016.
Motion: To Accept minutes from October, 2016 - M/
S/C: Sue Gerling/Tania Mousaw
Treasurer’s Report—A request was made from the
Treasurer, Brian Buyea that more care is to be taken
with receipts and paperwork when using church debit card.
Motion: To Accept the finance report - M/S/C:
Tania Mousaw/Judy Olmstead.
Motion: To make Don Lee the Assistant Treasurer
- M/S/C: Sue Gerling/Judy Olmstead
New Business:
2017 Budget—All agreed the 2017 budget looked
good and noted that a few expenses from 2016 would
not come up again in 2017, like the Anniversary Celebration. It was noted that organists would be more
readily available in the coming year.
Motion: To Accept 2017 Budget - M/S/C:
Ed
Hoffman/Tania Mousaw
Vestry Retreat—To be held at the Library Saturday
February 5th from 10AM-1PM. Judy Olmstead said she
would contact the library to confirm.Shrove Pancake
Breakfast—To be held February 26th after church as
other groups meet in the parish hall Tuesday nights.
Judy Montgomery—Different ideas for outdoor memorials were suggested in remembrance of Judy
Montgomery, including a bench, memorial garden,
statue, plague, angel. To be facing church and inviting
to the community. Memories of Judy’s impact on the
church were shared.
Committee Reports:
Buildings and Grounds – Mike Furtado
One church wall still needs to be cleaned up. The wall
will need to be patched up after a roof collapse. Mike
is working on a quote from different contractors for
the steeple.
Communication – Robin Weisbrod
An ad was placed in the Town of Sullivan Chamber of
Commerce Visitor’s Guide. The Pokemon sign will go Respectfully Submitted,
back up outside come spring.
Amy Dieffenbacher
Vestry Clerk
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Robin’s Message—Continued
some in small ways, but they come, and they enjoy each other, the day, the camaraderie. Thank
you ALL.
Becky Kraus was training to be Church Secretary
under the capable monitoring of Dorothy Saunders. Poor Becky was thrown right into the job,
what with doing the bulletin for the Anniversary.
Thank you Becky and Dorothy – you make an
awesome team, and I treasure your friendship.
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hiring. After Oz Fest was over, we went on to hire
them to rebuild the ramp and I believe we all
have to agree something so mundane is a work of
art. We are in the process of getting estimates for
and finding grant money to help pay for, the repair of one of the Steeple Spires and the stairs behind the Parish Hall. I will be honest, this will be
expensive, but we are going to find funding to
help us out, one way or another. I know, not everyone uses the stairs, but they are pulling away
from the building and eventually will fall. We cannot allow that to happen, so now is the time to
repair them. Mike has lovingly stripped away all
the old paint, repaired wood where needed and
repainted the church, I think for the last Century
– or at least it must seem that way. He was telling
me the other day, he has one small section left
and it was complete. I told him, “good, now you
can start at the beginning again.”

Judy Olmsted and Judy Montgomery made it their
mission to learn how to run the Midi, and shared
that knowledge with Sue Gerling and Joanne Furtado. We have music every Sunday, and Coleen
Hilts has told us to let her know if we could use
her for special Sunday’s. Thank you to all, it has
been a learning curve and the fact that people fill
a need, is a classic example of what is right about We had our annual Tag Sale, which is so much fun
this Parish.
and our Bazaar. We once again had the Chittenango High School Select Choir sing, which has
Dan Rapp stepped down as Newsletter Editor and historically become their first concert of the year
the position was filled by Amy Dieffenbacher. She for them. Roberta and Bob Kincaid, spearhead
has done an awesome job, even down to sending the crafting of many of our items, and has help
me a proof only to have me say, “oh, this needs to from many of our parishioners, who have found
go in”. She would revamp and insert, all the while their inner craft persona. One of the most recent
silently cursing me out, and send me the next additions, is Olivia Jackson, who has quite a talent
proof. Thank you Amy.
for painting faces!! Tania did so much of the leg
work for the Bazaar, and with her energy, pulled
Brian and Don. You have become quite the team. us along. Julie Reals once again headed the
Don keeps the Finance Committee on track, well Luncheon and such a delicious success it was.
okay, ME on track. Brian has made the Treasur- Unfortunately, Judy Montgomery, Judy Olmsted,
er’s position his own. The Finance Committee is Sue Gerling and I were not able to attend, help or
quite a committed group and this past year, Judy partake, as we were at Convention celebrating the
Olmsted joined us. I personally found being on election of our new Bishop. Such a joyous occathis particular committee a stretch for me, but I sion.
have enjoyed learning what I have. Thank you to
all of you, Don, Brian, Jim, Ethel and Judy, it has During one of our last meetings with Shelly, she
been a pleasure working with you, and no, I’m not mentioned that there were avenues that we could
getting off of Finance…
follow, to help us with having a Priest here, on a
regular basis. A name she mentioned was Fr. LeJennifer – you filled a big void, when you stepped on Mozeliak, a recently retired Priest. We reached
up to be Clerk of the Vestry. You have been such out to him; he agreed to officiate a couple of Suna great addition, I was happy to work with you. I day’s a month, starting in August and alternating
was also glad I could give you a break – after with Charlie Grover, our other resident Priest. We
Clarke is a bit older and life slows down (ha!), we started settling into a pattern and we had a wonwould love to have you back with the Vestry in derful Christmas Eve Service, led by Fr. Leon and
some capacity. Love you.
an equally wonderful Christmas Day Service, led
by Fr. Grover.
We had to replace the back steps, when they collapsed just before Oz Fest. We luckily located Meanwhile, Fr. Leon was willing to have conversomeone who could come quickly and repair sations with us, about becoming our Parish Priest
them. Thank you Tania for helping to expedite the
(Continued on Page 7)
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Robin’s Message—Continued
(what used to be referred to, as a Long-Term
Supply). Normally, this process is a fairly quick
and straightforward process, but with the advent of electing a new Bishop and changes at the
Diocesan level, we have and still must wait for
the final stamp of approval. All indications are,
that we will be approved, but one never really
knows, until the moment. So please, keep St.
Paul’s and the Mozeliaks in your prayers. The
Vestry really feels we have found a gem in Fr.
Leon and his lovely wife Lynn.
I want to thank my Vestry. One of the things that
we are working on, and will continue to work
on, even after my tenure is over, is being united.
We can argue, discuss, come to a resolution and
put it forth to the parish as a united front. Much
like parenting, when the children realize that
Mom and Dad aren’t on the same page, anarchy
reigns. As does the parish – if they sense the
Vestry isn’t on the same page, troubles arise.
We, the Vestry, are working hard on this piece.
When we make a decision, we stand by it and try
not to second guess ourselves. A continuing
work of growth and acceptance of each other.
We have not always agreed, thank goodness, but
we have hammered out compromises and always, ALWAYS, with the best interest of St.
Paul’s at heart. Judy, you have a good group
working with you, I wish you the best of luck.
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take a break. In fact, she was fully planning on
coming back on for another 3 year term. I don’t
know if we can replace someone as special as
Judy. We didn’t always agree – we wouldn’t be
human if we didn’t disagree once in awhile. But,
I had absolute love and respect for Judy and her
knowledge of this place and its people. Pastoral
Care will never be the same. She had her finger
on the pulse of everyone here. People called her
for everything. She will be missed, I will miss
her terribly. Ethel, thank you for picking up the
slack in Pastoral Care, while Judy was so ill, that
was so wonderful of you. Thank you to the Altar
Guild for moving forward, with the loss of the
leader, her presence will be truly missed.

So here we are, still standing. A bit damaged
with the recent loss, but still standing. Looking
forward to the future of St. Paul’s. We try to keep
things as cohesive as possible, to honor cherished traditions and yet, move gracefully into
the future, which, I might add, is not easy – moving gracefully OR the future. We need to find a
way to return lost sheep to the fold, we know
them by name. We need to find ways to bring
lost sheep to the fold that we don’t know, explain our traditions, listen to their ideas, not immediately dismiss them, find a common ground,
grow, evolve, change. I know it isn’t easy, but
our lives are essentially built that way – we constantly change – think about all the different
items in your day to day life that have changed.
Some are wonderful, some aren’t. But a lesson
This part of my speech is the hardest. We have was learned from all. With that, I once again,
lost a strong presence here at St. Paul’s. Bob thank you for your love, support during this past
Olmsted said it the best yesterday, she was a year.
linchpin. Judy Montgomery has been part of the
fabric of this Church for almost 50 years. She God Bless Us All.
loved this place with her whole being. You Submitted by Robin Weisbrod
couldn’t convince her to leave the Vestry and

For quick updates and inspiring articles!

Learn what’s going on in our community,
diocese, and throughout the world!
www.facebook.com/StPaulsChittenango

Do you have any news or events you
would like to share with the parish?
Let us know! All submissions must
be sent to amyjanedieff@gmail.com
or stpaulschittenango@gmail.com by
the 20th of the month for the following month’s newsletter.
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