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Special Events
March 3rd
Pancake Breakfast after Church
March 6th
Ash Wednesday
April 21st
Easter Sunday
May 11th
Blessing of the Bikes
9:00 AM
May 25th
Tag Sale
(Tentative date)

If I cannot do great things, I can do small things in
a great way - Martin Luther King, Jr.
Well here we are well into the new year. This will be my first report for the
year. Just to let you know that the Vestry and I are hard at work planning
things for St. Paul’s for the upcoming year. We met a week ago Saturday to
get to know each other again and throw out some suggestions on how we
should or could move forward to bring about some changes in the church.
We had a lot of good suggestions thrown around and we are in the process
of seeing if some of these are feasible and how we can go about implementing them.
As soon as we have some firm and workable ideas, we will be forwarding
them on to you for your information and input. Please know that I welcome
any and all ideas that you may have as well.
The time is getting short before Lent. Let us all remember our Lord and
what he sacrificed for us.

June 1st
Oz Fest

We will post the Lenten and Easter Services shortly. This year it is our turn
to step up and have a later Easter Service as Father Leon will be celebrating
Easter Service first with the church in Fulton. Our service will be celebrated
at 11:30 AM this year. I hope this will not prove to be an inconvenience.
More about this at a later date.
I will end this with a prayer for us all and keep in mind that with God all
things are possible.
Always remember that myself, the Vestry along with Father Leon and Father Charlie are here to help and guide You and St Paul’s through another
wonderful year.

Vestry Meetings will
be on the 3rd
Thursday of the
month.

God Bless you all.
Judy Bell-Olmsted Warden

Everyone is
welcome to attend.

O U R M I S S I O N S TAT E M E N T
To Be an Active Community Reflecting God’s Presence in Chittenango
and Other Communities We Represent.
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Contact Information
Father Leon Mozeliak
Home: 315-457-1302
Cell: 315-369-8205
frleonm@yahoo.com
Senior Warden
Judy Olmsted

Home: 315-510-3393
Cell: 315-876-0967
jabell40@yahoo.com

St. Paul’s Vestry
Judy Olmsted
Sr Warden - Education
Don Lee
Treasurer
Ed Hoffman
Jr Warden - Buildings and Grounds

Tania Mousaw
Outreach

Are you in need of pastoral care? Not
sure of who to call? What is the protocol?
Here are some answers:
 In a case of an emergency – call Fr. Leon at
315.369.8205
 If you want a Pastoral Visit from a Lay Eucharist
Visitor, or just want to share about a family matter, call our Pastoral Care Chair, Sue Gerling
@315.559.3398 (cell) or 315.875.3047 (home)
or email her @sbg1982@aol.com.

Pat Davis
Fellowship
Sue Gerling
Worship/Pastoral Care
Robin Weisbrod
Clerk of the Vestry/
Communication Chair

Prayer List
Brennan (Kraus’s request),

John

,
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March
Birthdays

03 Ed Hoffman
07 Karl Chappell
11 Pat Stucker
12 Katherine Weisbrod
25 Aiyana Tarbell
28 Phil Randall
26 Joanne Furtado

March Ministry Team Schedule

A friend loves at all times, and a
brother is born for a time of
adversity.
Proverbs 17:17

Schedule for Lent
March 6- Imposition of Ashes 12:00 PM
March 13 - Stations of the Cross 7:00 PM
March 20 - Stations of the Cross 7:00 PM
March 27 - Stations of the Cross 7:00 PM
April 03 - Stations of the Cross 7:00 PM
April 10 - Stations of the Cross 7:00 PM
April 14 - Palm Sunday Reading of the Passion w/Fr. Grover

April 18 - Maundy Thursday Service w/foot
washing and Stripping of Altar 7:00 PM w/
Fr Leon
April 19 - Good Friday Service 7:00 PM
April21-EasterSundayService at 11:30AM
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Wardens Report 2019
By Robin Weisbrod
The year has been quiet and steady, which is wonderful. There haven’t been any major blips on the
road and that is the best news of all.
Thank you Becky – for keeping not only the church
clean, but me orderly. I get gentle emails, messages,
texts and phone calls – when I have forgotten to do
something (which, lately, has been fairly often). You
are much appreciated by myself and I am sure others.
I also know, that Dorothy has always been there for
Becky and myself, whenever we needed advise or
her wealth of information. That too, is greatly appreciated. Thank you both – I wouldn’t look as good in
this role, if it weren’t for you.

wishes to continue. In the meantime, we have him
the First and Third Sunday of the Month, and the
First and Third Wednesdays, along with Major Services. We do share him with All Saints, Fulton – so
sometimes we alternate service times on the Major
Feasts. Fr. Grover and Joan have settled back into
Chittenango and Fr. Grover will pick up a Sunday a
month, which is also much appreciated. Judy
Olmsted and I, alternate the Morning Prayer Service,
which is once or twice a month. Judy and I also alternate the Nursing Home Service during the year. Judy
and Sue Gerling continue to select the hymns for us
and between Judy, Tania and JoAnn Furtado, when
Pat Beatty isn’t here, we have music. Sue Gerling
keeps the schedule going for Lay Readers and
LEM’s – if any are interested in volunteering
for that, let Sue know. Ed Hoffman has been our Acolyte for the past year, and this has been much appreciated also. Thank you all for what you do.
Fellowship has always been a major part of St.
Paul’s. We have tried to find innovative ways to
share time together. Every Sunday, we have a wonderful Coffee Hour, we have our Pancake Breakfast
to kick off Lent, Mother’s Day, Father’s Day and we
have added a few new items to the list. We have a
Family Movie night, which has been consistently
attended. Not huge crowds, but that is okay. We pop
the popcorn and enjoy our time together. We also are
adding a Blessing of the Bikes to our venue. Who
knows, maybe the Bishop will attend this event.
Speaking of our Bishop, we were blessed to have
Bishop DeeDee here on Mother’s Day – she stayed
after the service as long as she could, but we did
understand – after all she IS a Mother. Thank you,
Pat for keeping Fellowship happening, and for coming up with different ideas – that is wonderful. And
thank you to those who help you out.

Our Bible Study group has met faithfully throughout
the year, with Fr. Leon and Fr. Grover periodically
joining the group. Judy Olmsted has done a stellar
job, finding what the group wants to study and leading them through it all. Thank you Judy, I know you
do it with love and that is what makes it so special.
Our fundraisers have changed in scope and still raise
a fair amount of money. We have Oz weekend in the
beginning of the year and end it with our newest venture, Fall Festival – where instead of having a Bazaar
and Luncheon, we had Vendors sign up for the use
of the space. We still had the Chittenango Select
Choir join us, which is always a special event. We
opted not to have a Tag Sale this year but are continuing it this coming year in May. The Fundraising
Committee is continuously looking for innovative
ways to raise money, that can be done with as little
physical effort on the part of St. Paul’s. Thank you to
Tania Mousaw and her committee, for all their hard
work, it is much appreciated. While the Bazaar will
be missed, we agree with the assessment that the
Luncheon, which was spearheaded by Julie
Reals, was no longer viable. And the craft end of it,
taken care of by Roberta and Bob Kincaid, also wasn’t as big as it used to be. Never fear, we will find
Pastoral Care has always been important to St.
uses for their skills. Thank you all.
Paul’s. Sue Gerling has taken on a big endeavor with
this commission. She has the help of Becky Kraus,
Worship at St. Paul’s has settled into a very comfort- Ethel Barber and Dorothy Saunders, who keep her
able routine. We have been blessed with Fr. Leon
appraised of any needs in the congregation. The
and Lynn and can look forward to another 3 years
cards and gifts sent throughout the year, are surely
with them. When that time is up, the Vestry and Fr. appreciated by the recipients. Sue and I toss ideas
Leon will visit the table and discuss if he
(Continued on Page 5)
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back and forth and are trying to think outside the
box – so if anyone has suggestions, float them by
Sue and she will brainstorm with the Vestry and
Warden. Sue feels that she hasn’t done a good job
with Pastoral Care – I tell her that she had big
shoes to fill, with the passing of Judy
Montgomery. I encourage her to keep striving to
find what works, to accept help, and to stop doubting herself. I feel that people need to help lift each
other up and support each other in our endeavors.
Try not to compare to what was but think of
what it can be. Sincere thanks to you Sue.
We finally saw the stairs from the Parish Hall rebuilt. Thanks to Mike Furtado and Don Lee, and
Judy Olmsted, with assistance from Fr. Leon. At
times, we weren’t sure it would come to fruition,
but it did. Our neighbor Ron, comes over periodically and assists with small projects around the
church, for which we are grateful. Mike and Tania
let Ed and myself know, if there was anything that
needed to be taken care of and we go from there.
Thank you Ed for taking on those tasks and doing
what needed to be done, be it getting a job bid or
finding someone to do the repairs – that is a big
help to me. And Tania, thank you for hooking us
up with Darren Ball – THAT has been a big asset
also. Mike – have you rebuilt the church yet? Just
checking.
Altar Guild – a small and mighty group. Led by
MaryJane, who has done so much behind the
scenes. I have enjoyed working with you MaryJane, I feel as if we havegotten to know each other just a bit more. You and your tribe of “Small, yet
Mighty” are wonderful. (I know, I’m one of
them….) If anyone ever wants to join Altar Guild,
let MaryJane know. We will get you trained!!
Thank you.
The Vestry. You guys are the best. Ed. Tania, Sue,
Pat – I would be lost without you and your support.
Amy Dieffenbacher has been a wonderful Clerk of
the Vestry, we will miss her dearly. Thank you
Amy!! Amy will continue to do the Newsletter and
Website for us, which is awesome!!
Our finances are in very good shape, thanks to Brian Buyea and Don Lee. The bills are all paid in a
timely manner, we haven’t had to utilize our savings, and we fully paid for the back stairs. Without
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our pledges, Don and the Finance Committee
would not be able to set up a budget. The Finance
Committee consists of Don, Brian, Ethel, Judy and
myself. Thank you Ethel, for what you do as
Recording Treasurer and as Treasurer of the Altar
Guild. You do a masterful job!!
Thank you to all that pledge and thank you to those
who will pledge – it’s never too late. Thank you all
for keeping the finances in check. I have been
working on the Parochial Report - The Parochial
Report, for those who don’t know what it is, is the
oldest, continuous gathering of data by the Episcopal Church. This report provides an insight to the
state of the church, and has to be filled out every
year. For example – in 2000 – we had 146 active
members, with 138 considered “members in good
standing”, with an average attendance of 80 on
Sunday. What is a “member in good standing”? –
They receive Holy Communion at least 3 times a
year, are faithful in Corporate Worship and are
“working, praying, and giving for the spread of the
Kingdom of God”. In 2006 – we had 208 Active
Baptized and 168 members in good standing. Attendance had slipped a little. 2008 – a mere 2 years
later, we had 216 active members and 190 in good
standing, with an average attendance of 58. Fast
forward to 2014 – 205 Active members, 101 in
good standing, average attendance – 38. Last year?
163 Active, 34 in good standing and an average
Sunday attendance of 26. And you know what?
This is the trend, not only in the Episcopal Church,
but in every mainline denomination. We need to
think outside the box – all of us. No suggestion will
be turned away, no constructive criticism will be
waived off. We need to think and pray on how we
are going to move forward. Are we giving up?
Folding our hand? Locking the doors? NO. We are
going to move forward, we are going to have our
beautiful liturgy, but when we hear ourselves saying – “but we’ve always done it this way”, we are
going to stop and say – “maybe that would be
worth thinking about”. That is why I have signed
up for the “Way of Love” workshops coming
up. If anyone wants to join me in this, let me know.
We can do it online – we can all meet here at the
Parish Hall and put it on the TV. Just say the word.
I have been listening to an audible book, “Braving
the Wilderness” by Brene Brown. The chapter I am
on is talking about Spirituality – something she
(Continued on Page 7)
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Outside
These
Walls
Happening #71
April 5, 6:45 pm–April 7, 5:30 pm
Happening is a Christian experience by youth for
youth—focused on grades 9–12. There’s games, music,
great food, and a safe and loving environment to explore faith and talk with people you trust about things
that really matter.
The Happening Spring 2019 Retreat weekend for teens in
grades 9-12 will take place Friday-Sunday, April 5th-7th
at Casawasco Camp and Retreat Center, 158 Casowasco
Drive, Moravia.
Start time: Friday, April 5th at 6:45 p.m. (Team, please
arrive at 10:30 a.m.)
End time: Sunday, April 7th at 5:30 p.m.

Difficult Conversations Workshop
Tuesday, March 12th
6:00-8:00 p.m.
St. John’s Episcopal Church
341 Main Street, Oneida
Emotions get heated. Tensions rise. The subject matter
gets challenging. How can we have fruitful conversations in this time of increasing incivility?
“Difficult Conversations” workshops will build your
capacity to engage in faithful, respectful conversations
with others—even when there’s deep disagreement.
You’ll gain conflict resolution skills and learn how to
encourage civil dialogue.
Clergy, laypeople (community members, parishioners,
church vestry members, ministry leaders, volunteers and
staff), and high-school-age youth will all benefit from
the tools presented in this workshop.
Led by Canon Carrie Schofield-Broadbent of the Episcopal Diocese of Central New York.
Coffee and light refreshments will be served.
REGISTER by March 5th at https://cnyepiscopal.org

Handicapped spot in front of church, small parking lot
and plenty of street parking. Enter through parish hall
door on right of church.

Registration information coming soon!

Bishop’s Blessing of the Bikes
May 11
Bishop DeDe Duncan-Probe of the Diocese of Central New York will lead a short worship service followed by a blessing of bikes
of every kind. Weather permitting, she’ll lead a short motorcycle ride following the blessing, and all riders will return to Christ
Church for a festive cookout.
The event takes place at Christ Episcopal Church in Jordan, New York on Saturday, May 11th (time TBD).
Bikers, cyclists, spectators and families all welcome!
The event is free; donations to Christ Episcopal Church are accepted.

Want to know more about what’s going on in
the Diocese?
Check out the diocesan website at:
https://cnyepiscopal.org/
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says is sadly lacking in today’s world. Spirituality.
Interesting word. What does it conjure up for you?
Her take on the meaning? “Recognizing and celebrating that we are all inextricably connected to one
another by a power greater than all of us, and that
connection to that power and to one another is
grounded in love and compassion.”
As a whole, in this great nation of ours, we are not
doing that. We cannot change what the whole country does, but we CAN continue to celebrate one another in our small piece of the world. We CAN and
will show compassion and love, not only to each
other – but to those less fortunate, those struggling,
those seeking something more in their lives, those
who are not members of St. Paul’s. We NEED to do
more of this – we need to remember the purpose of
a church, our mission.
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I leave the office of Sr. Warden, knowing that there
is a capable and wonderful Vestry at the helm, under the capable leadership of Judy.
Our future is ours to make. Let’s do it.
Let me close with this, our mission statement: To be
an active community, reflecting God’s presence in
Chittenango and other communities we represent.
Thank you.

Added after the fact: I have been remiss in noting
how much Don Lee has done for the church with
working so hard on our budget and the formula that
we follow weekly. The counters know, because every week they use his program to input all
the information. The Finance Committee know, because the meetings are productive and best of all,
short. There rarely is a problem, that Don hasn’t
spotted, corrected and told us about. He is a gem,
We ARE here and not going away any time soon. It and we would be remiss in saying this. Thank you
has been my pleasure to serve you for the past year. Don!! You are stellar. Robin
One day an angel appeared
to Adam. The angel said,
“Adam, I’ve got great news.
God is going to create
something wonderful for
you.” Adam said, “Oh, what
is it?
The angel said, “It’s not an “it,” it’s a “she.” God
is going to make something called a woman.”
Adam said, “Go on.”

you or talk back to you either. For every command you give her, she’ll simply reply, “yes
master.” She’ll clean your house, and tend to
your every desire.”
Adam had a sparkle in his eye and said with excitement, “Wow, that sounds amazing. I’d really
like to have something like that. But what’s it
going to cost me?” The angel said, “Well Adam,
it’s going to cost you your right arm, and a leg.”

Adam thought about it for a while, and then reThe angel continued, “This is going to be won- plied, “What can I get for just a rib?”
derful. This woman will be made to be a lot like
you physically, only much more beautiful. She
will live to serve you at all times. When you are
Q. How do you make Holy Water?
tired, she’ll give you a massage. When you are
A. Get regular water and boil the devil out of it.
hungry, she’ll feed you. She’ll come and bow
down to you in the morning and when you return from working in the garden in the evening. Q. How long did Cain hate his brother?
A. As long as he was Abel.
She’ll live to serve your every pleasure each
day.”
Q. At what time of day was Adam created?
“In addition,” the angel continued, “she will nev- A. A little before Eve.
er argue with you or complain. She wont nag

Q. Why did God create man before woman?
A. Because He didn’t want any advice on how to do it.
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