Dear Editor:

On January 6th, I attended Governor Paterson’s State of the State Address in Albany.  The Governor delivered, in my opinion, probably one of the most serious State of the State addresses in recent history.  I liked how he mentioned in his opening remarks that he and the members of the Legislature were “all responsible to the people of the State of New York.”  I think it is paramount for all elected officials, myself included, to remember this.   
 Given the amount of corruption (Hevesi, Gordon, Seminario, to name just a few)  in government that has taken place over the past few years, the ethics reforms the Governor proposed sound like a great idea.  Given our State’s fiscal crisis, the fiscal reforms he suggested seem to be needed, as well.  While watching his speech from the Blue Room in the Capitol, aside from some staff from State agencies attending, there were also several lobbyists watching from there, too.  When the Governor brought up the issue of the special interests and how “their days of influence in this Capitol are numbered,” it was rather interesting to witness first-hand those very people he was referring to start grumbling and whispering to each other.  It was obvious the Governor struck a nerve.  I am not saying all lobbyists are bad, as I realize they have their place in the “big picture.”  It is just that all residents of New York, regardless of age, sex, income level, etc., (including those who cannot afford lobbyists), deserve to be well represented by our government.
 In closing, I am hopeful the Governor and Legislature will be able to work together and implement some much needed reforms and come up with solutions that will help bring the wonderful State of New York back from ethical and financial peril.  I challenge all elected officials (yes, myself included) to ask ourselves “are we doing what is right for our constituents?”  I am certain citizens of this great State will be monitoring closely how much progress is made.  
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