So this old man reclaimed
the back section of his lot
that was overgrown with
briars and weeds and
scrubby little trees. He
cleared it off and planted
a garden and it was fine garden. He
brought his neighbor over to show it
off a bit. The neighbor was impressed
as he looked out over the rows of
vegetables and sweet corn and melons
and said, “Isn’t it wonderful what God
can grow?” The old man said, “Yeah it
is, but you shoulda seen this mess
before I got here.”
I love that story. Last month in this
space I wrote that I believe 2017 is our
time to GROW. Ecclesiastes 3 says,
“There is a time for everything and a
season for every activity under
heaven.” I have the sense we are
entering First Baptist Church’s growing
season.
But just as in the funny little story
above, growth doesn’t happen without
our involvement. Oh, it would be nice if
God sprinkled some sort of growth
fertilizer on our congregation and we
magically began to grow in number,
giving, and most importantly, in spirit.
But God in His wisdom doesn’t work
that way most of the time. Most of the
time God wants us to work alongside
Him. Yes, God does provide the growth.

God will give Betsy and me a fine little
raised-bed garden again this year but
only after we till the soil, plant the
seeds, turn on the water, etc. You get
the picture; God likes for us to roll up
our sleeves and get to work if we want
a garden to grow.

much of what God wants that person
to have: the joy of a healthy
relationship with God, a sense of the
forgiveness of sins, the reassurance of
eternal life in Christ, the joy of
worshipping, serving, giving. All this
can be found in the Body of Christ, the
church. God, I believe, is calling us to
GROW because people so desperately
need God in their lives.

Same with church growth. In my low
country South Carolina vernacular we
would say, “It ain’t gonna just
happen.” We’ve got to work alongside Phillip
God if we want to see our church grow.
So how do we work alongside God if
we want our church to grow? Let’s
start with growth in number. It’s
simple. All we have to do is do it, and
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you know what it is; invite people to
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come to church with you to worship
God and hear the gospel. There is no
great secret to church growth.
Church’s whose members love their
God and love their church and say to
others, “Come to church with me,”
always, always grow. So this week
think of someone you know who
doesn’t attend church somewhere
regularly and invite them to come with
you.
And remember why we want to grow.
It’s not just so we can have a bigger
church. That’s not it at all. We want to
grow because the person you think of
that is not attending a church
regularly is missing so

